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R
oss and Vicki Longhini might have been your typi-
cal “snowbird” couple a few years ago when they 
scouted out Sandpoint properties, looking to build a 

seasonal home to be closer to family, except for one big fac-
tor: They happen to love winter.

In fact, the couple is passionate about a sport that only 
happens in winter – Nordic skiing. Vicki is a personal trainer 
and ski coach; Ross is equally avid and keeps local trails 
groomed and ready for skiers. Now the Longhinis are happily 
staying put year-round in their lovely timber frame home, 
located on a rural stretch of wooded land north of Sandpoint.

“You move here, and you get connected,” said Ross 
Longhini, a business consultant who works from home. The 
Longhinis, who hail from Wisconsin, are actively involved in 
the Sandpoint Nordic Club and were instrumental in starting 
the first youth Nordic program in the area. Their Selle Valley 
timber-frame home, designed and built by Collin Beggs, com-
plements the couple’s active outdoors-oriented lifestyle. “It’s 
a functional home,” Ross said. “We wanted to keep it simple 
and livable.”

Situated at the top of a small bluff, the Longhinis’ country 
home is fairy-tale perfect in size – not too big, not too small, 
but just right at approximately 2,000 square feet. On the main 
floor, an open great room, dining and kitchen area is treated 
to wide-open views of the Selle Valley and Schweitzer. It’s 
flanked on one side by the large master bedroom featuring a 
vaulted ceiling and custom-made furniture that echoes the 
home’s rustic craftsmanship. 

The couple purposely created cozy places that make the 
house welcome and livable, like the upstairs loft where Vicki 
and Ross like to hide out and watch TV. “It’s where we can 
flop around with the dogs and just be casual,” Vicki said. 
The small sauna off the main floor bathroom appeals to Ross’ 
Scandinavian heritage and soothes the cross-country skiers 
after an active day. “Other people have hot tubs – we have a 
sauna,” Ross said.

Another nod to northern Idaho “must-haves” is a walk-
through mudroom that’s loaded with custom-built shelving 
and racks to store coats, hats, mittens, car keys and more. 
And there’s a walk-in pantry behind a closed door in the 
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Avid cross-country skiers Vicki and Ross Longhini built a home that suits their outdoor-oriented lifestyle

986 BEERS HUMBIRD ROAD: Great Horse Prop-
erty 4 bed, 3.5 bath 3800 sq. ft. on 20+ acres, 
plus separate 1100 sq. ft. private log cabin. 2 
Master Suites, cook’s dream kitchen, 4 stall 
Horse Barn and 100 x 200 arena pad. Easy all 
year access from county road. MLS 20150516  
OFFERED AT $799,000
 

1405 UPPER SAMUELS ROAD:  4 bed 2.5 bath 
home on nearly 8 acres adj. to National Forest. 
Custom cabinets, T&G ceilings, many upgrades. 
Hydronic heating ; Guest /bonus room with Deck. 
Insulated Concrete Foam const. Horse/storage 
barns. MLS 20150863  
OFFERED AT $354,000
 

WWW.GRACIOUSHOMEWITHACREAGE.COM  
Beautifully maintained 3 Bed, 2 bath 2880 sq. ft. 
home on 15 acres. Large deck, covered porches, 
gazebo, oversized 2 car garage plus outbuildings. 
7 acres of timber, 8 acres for farming or horses. 
On county road close to Sandpoint.  
OFFERED AT $424,900

53077 HIGHWAY 95: All year round access 
to nearly 165 Acres, bordered by USFS land, 
Multiple springs, 2 yr rnd creeks,  pond, trails, 
and mountain views.  Hunters’ paradise with 
several building sites. Could be subdivided, min 
80 acre parcels. MLS 20143539  
OFFERED AT $575,000

LOUISE BOOMER , BROKER/OWNER
Castle Realty of North Idaho, LLC
Cell: 208 627-8384   Office: 208 265-1150
Fax: 866 845-4018
 
louise@crnid.com   •   www.castlerealtyofnorthidaho.com
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kitchen that’s a sight to behold for any home chef who clam-
ors for a bit of clutter control. The pantry, filled top to bottom 
with shelving and counter tops, is Vicki’s favorite feature of 
the house: “It keeps the kitchen clean without an overload of 
cabinets.”

In the basement, which adds an additional 800 or so 
square feet, there’s a room dedicated to ski waxing; the 
Longhinis even host clinics there. It also has a small bedroom 
for their visiting nephew and a well-chilled storage room filled 

with an extensive wine collection. Vicki’s brother is a grape 
grower in the Walla Walla region, so the wine-loving couple 
has handy connections. 

The Longhinis played an active role in all phases of the 
home’s construction, and builder Collin Beggs said the proj-
ect was a collaborative process. “They let me have free rein 
on the timber frame, but they had a hand in all the other 
design elements.” Ross Longhini, a mechanical engineer by 
training, was so heavily involved in the design of the home, 
in fact, that he taught himself how to use 3D CAD software 
just so he could help plan the kitchen layout. 

For Beggs, utilizing what he finds in nature is the true 
inspiration for his timber-frame designs. “I’m really trying to 
work with what the region provides, and express it through 
timber framing.”

The home builder’s attention to fine craftsmanship is evi-
dent in the home’s mortis and tenon joinery, a method that 
eliminates the need for nails, the naturally curved wood used 
in the home’s knee braces, and the unconventional “crotch” 
wood pieces that are used to add a unique spin to the great 
room’s foyer. “That would be firewood for most people,” said 
Beggs, describing the unique twisted shapes that give the 
house added rustic flair. “It’s time-consuming, and the skill 
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set is more demanding,” he said, but 
the attention to detail is all part of what 
drives Beggs and his home building 
process.

“I’m very devoted to the craft,” Beggs 
said about his 18-year career building 
timber frames. He studied medieval 
carpentry and restoration, and envisions 
Sandpoint being a hub for craft culture. 
“Creating a relationship with the forest, 
the craft and the community … we are 
building homes that will last hundreds 
of years.” And Beggs wants his well-
made buildings to remain a priority for 
the owners. “We expect that people will 
re-arrange their lives to keep the homes 
for the long term.”

And the Longhinis did just that 

Perched on a knoll with views of the Selle 
Valley, the timber frame home features a cov-
ered, outdoor living space (inset) facing south-
west to the Selkirk Mountains
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forth above. If you purchase less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card 
and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. 
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Shine the light. Design the light.
Hunter Douglas window fashions allow you to do so much with light. Illuminate, 
soften or darken your spaces. Create a shimmering glow, dramatic rays, a soothing 
retreat. Design with light and see the difference it makes. Ask for details.

$100 REBATE*
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401 Bonner Mall Way • Ponderay, Id

263-7373
Annie Nye
Interior Designer

NCIDQ, ASID, NKBA Next to Sandpoint Furniture • www.SandpointBlinds.com

GUARANTEED PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

“Beautiful Homes... It’s What I Do”

See Karin and me for your Custom Cabinets….We would love to help you
design the Kitchen And Bath of your Dreams!

Harold & Liz Stephenson

Sandpoint’s Complete 
Paint & Wallpaper Store

714 Pine Street
Sandpoint, ID 83864

(208)263-5032

   Paint’s and sundries      
 Custom Framing
Wall coverings
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– seeking out the simplicity and beauty of a home that’s 
perfectly suited to their lives. Nothing illustrates that point 
more for Ross than in the heart of the home – the great room, 
where a wood stove keeps the entire home heated most days. 

Ross chops and stacks all of his own firewood, storing it in an 
outdoor shed that’s located just steps away from the house 
and accessed under a covered walkway. “I wanted to be able 
to go get firewood in my slippers, without shoveling snow,” 
Ross said.

The wood stove, and the fire’s warmth, are a favorite part 
of the house for Ross. “In the mornings, sitting in the rocking 
chair with a pot of coffee, the dogs, the view – it’s cozy,” he 
said. “That’s quintessential country living.” 

An open loft is perched above the home’s great room, which includes the 
dining, kitchen and living areas. Inset: The loft is a casual space ideal for 
watching TV and hanging out with the dogs
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208.265.5506
1326 Baldy Mt. Rd. • Sandpoint, ID 83864

Professional Movers

Your Hometown Mover
SandpointMovers.com

We’re starting a revolution of the 
handmade that goes way beyond 
green building standards. Which 
is why our homes pass energy star 
tests with flying colors.

www.collinbeggs.com 
 Sandpoint, idaho   208.290.8120

Craft is the new Green  
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