GFWC WISCONSIN
CLUBWOMAN

Dear Lovely Ladies of GFWC Wisconsin,
Is it July already?! I hope you are having a wonderful summer.
Let me begin by thanking everyone for the wonderful turnout and enthusiastic participation in our Annual Convention at the Osthoff Resort. The setting was beautiful and the company was divine. It was a pleasure to have
Babs with us. You all outdid yourselves with the Purse-a-palooza and the Birdhouse Auction. The Celebration
Dinner Saturday night was magnificent. Thank you to Ellen Weber for the spectacular program. Thank you Abby Lorenz for sharing your talent with us. Thank you, Ruth Diedrich for your event planning. And, to the Past
Presidents, thank you for your very special input.
Now it’s on to the next celebrations…..we scored big at International Convention! I will be announcing the
awards at Fall Workshop (one more reason to attend!). There is a report on International Convention included in
this newsletter.
Here is your Things to Do List…..
Please invite me to attend your club meeting this fall.
District Presidents…I need your Fall Meeting Dates.
Please register for Fall Workshop, September 11 and 12 in the Dells – the Call is in this newsletter.
Please plan a prospective member’s event this fall. Would you like an officer to attend, let us know? Take
pictures and send them to us.
Be sure to send Michelle Munoz and me a copy of your newsletters. We want to acknowledge your talent.
Send your new officers’ contact info and any changes to addresses and emails to Gloria Teifke. We will update the yearbook.
Interested in serving on the GFWC Wisconsin Executive Committee in the next administration? P lease let
Marianne Potter, Chair of the Nominating Committee, know.
Looking for a Chair for the Writing Contest. This is a great Chairmanship with real rewards. Please let me
know if you are interested.
Thank you for all that you do for your communities and for GFWC Wisconsin. The world is such a better place
because of people like you.

In Federation Friendship,
Jan Allen
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FALL MEETING RAFFLE……
It’s better than cash! It’s a stash of gift cards….from your
favorite stores, restaurants, and gathering places. There
will be over a dozen different gift cards in this pouch.
Winner takes them all. Buy 6 for $5, 12 for $10, and $25
for a Kristina Higbee arm length. The winner will be announced at the end of our meeting on Saturday, September 12. You must be present to win!
Great way to kick off the fall or get an early start on your
holiday shopping.
Track down Julie Riemenschneider at the Fall Meeting.
DID YOU GET A POSTCARD IN THE MAIL?

Volume 97
Number 27
JULY 2015

It’s not a hoax! GFWC is putting together a database of all members.
They are using the 125th Anniversary Yearbook as an opportunity to
gather information. You are under no obligation to purchase the yearbook. This postcard was sent to all GFWC clubwoman. They are just
asking that you verify the information.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Jan Allen
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GFWC-WI President’s Message
MEMPHIS – 2015 GFWC International Convention
It was a Graceland, St Jude’s, BBQ and Blues – jumping good time! For most of
our time in Memphis, it was in the 90’s with humidity to match. There were 18 of
us there and we made our presence known.
Tennessee hosted the State Night Dinner on Friday night. All of their members
were dressed in black and draped in pearls. The theme for the evening was “An
Evening of Hope”. The Tennessee State president’s emphasis is St. Jude’s and
in honor of GFWC’s 125th Anniversary, she donated 3 “No Mo Chemo” parties to
St. Jude’s.

We stayed at the Sheraton, but all of our meetings were held at the Convention
Center – right across the street. We started on Saturday morning with the Processional of all the
states and their flags in the Cannon Center for the Performing Arts. It was quite impressive to see all
the flags displayed across the stage. The Wisconsin delegation took up an entire row. Saturday
morning was full of business – greetings, remarks, introductions, credentials, minutes, tellers, time
keepers, convention rules, and the presentation of the program. Next up – great motivational speaker
on “Do It Well, Make It Fun”.
I attended a workshop from a new Conservation partner, The Nature Generation. They are all about
putting “green” information and resources in the hands of students.
The Junior Awards Banquet Saturday evening was all about the March of Dimes. The Juniors held
their Fun Night after dinner which was Boogie for Babies. They learned all kinds of dances from the
Fred Astaire Instructors.
Congratulations to Paula Schlice – she has been named as a GFWC Mediator. This distinguished
appointment is for “saged” members who offer guidance and knowledge to clubs who are experiencing a difficult issue.
Convention wouldn’t be convention if we didn’t have bylaws and resolutions to amend and change.
There were pages of both. But, I must say that they were presented well. Discussions were appropriate and we moved through them fairly quickly.
Sunday lunch was with the Great Lakes Region. Great turn out. The Call for the GLR Meeting in October in Toledo was handed out (included in this newsletter).

The highlight of the Sunday afternoon meeting was the International Past Presidents’ Review. It was
a slide show of all the living past presidents and their accomplishments. Extremely well done.
We had our picture taken Sunday evening. And, the Ladies of West Allis hosted a lovely party for all
of us in their room.
Sunday included the 125th Anniversary Gala with a ton of confetti and a champagne toast.
We did get some awards…..you will have to come to the Fall Workshop to find out!
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GFWC-WI Junior Director’s Message
GFWC held its 125th anniversary convention in Memphis, TN in June. It was an
honor to represent our Junior members at this historic event. Jan and I were
called up to the podium many times to collect awards in your honor and I know
she will share all of the details with you at the Fall Workshop.
We are taking a new approach with the fall meetings this year. The Juniors will
be holding our Junior Fall conference on Saturday Sept 12 immediately following the Fall Workshop meeting. It is our hope that it will be easier for members
to attend if they only need to get to one location over a single weekend. We
will be holding a Bowling for Babies event Saturday evening to raise funds for
March of Dimes while having a fun time with friends. I hope to see everyone
attend this event – not just our juniors.
Thank you again to all of you who participated and supported the fun Birdhouse project we held last
year. Over $1000 was raised to fund arts in the schools projects. Our chairmen will announce the
projects that were chosen at the fall meeting. We will be launching another fun project to benefit Arts
in the Schools. All of the details will be distributed at the Fall Workshop meeting.
One of the many speakers at International convention, Ron Culberson wrote a book titled “Do it Well.
Make it Fun: The Key to Success in Life, Work and Almost everything in Between”. He spoke about
the benefits of keeping things fun whether at work, home or in our club. I think this was the biggest
take away for me from convention this year, to remember to keep it fun.
As Groucho Marx once said “If your not having fun, your doing something wrong.”
Enjoy the rest of your summer and see you in Wisconsin Dells!
Kristina Higbee
GFWC-WI
Director of Junior Clubs

JOY - Junior of the Year 2014
Linda Cheney - Kenosha Jr Woman’s
Club
Babs Condon, Kristina Higbee, Linda
Cheney, Loretta Caron
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First Vice President—Sue La Buda
Membership Matters to Me

TEN SECRETS OF LONG LIFE IN YOUR GFWC CLUB
1. Do what makes you happy! GFWC offers such a wide variety of programs and
projects that it is easy to choose one that will be of special interest to members and
therefore will make them happy. Much satisfaction comes from accomplishing that
which is meaningful to an individual.
2. Laugh- often and loudly. A sense of humor is a priceless asset in almost any situation. In volunteer service there is a time for work and a time for play.
3. Take charge of your attitude. By our own attitude, we can inspire and motivate fellow club members to work together toward common goals. Conversely, a negative attitude can splinter and divide a club.
4. Avoid overwork and overload. Stress is caused by too few having to do too many things. Clubs
should plan a balanced calendar for the club year so as not to “short circuit” members.
5. Deal with your responsibilities. To do this, a member must be aware of what her duties are.
Don’t assume she knows! Ongoing orientations and communication are essential. Job descriptions
for members, chairmen and officers are helpful. Encourage members to ask questions.
6. Accentuate the positive and enjoy the excitement of achievements. A GFWC clubwoman of over
40 years standing attributed her long club life to: “we are doing good things—and I enjoy that!”
The killers of enthusiasm and energy are negativism and stress.
7. Cultivate a sense of inquiry. The encouraged, inquiring mind is cultivated to thrive and bloom in
the exploration of new club projects. Use each member to fullest potential.
8. Think about how much you can handle comfortably. Demands on our time require that we set
priorities. This has always been true for volunteerism but it is even more so in the 2015.
9. Set goals and strive to achieve them. In our sisterhood of GFWC we should recognize that the
collective strength of all GFWC clubs combined- united for accomplishments- cannot be had singly.
10. Let your feelings be heard. Your feelings are neither “right nor wrong. They are simply how
you feel. Let your feelings be known and encourage fellow club members to be open and honest.
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Second Vice President - Kim Bruns

I don’t know about all of you but I have been waiting for summer to finally get here. It is hard to believe we
are already in the middle of July and plans for the upcoming administration year are in full swing.
I would like to congratulate those clubs that won awards at GFWC International Convention in Memphis.
Hopefully, by leaving you in suspense about the winners, you will be motivated to attend Fall Workshop to
find out if your club is one of them!!
This Clubwoman edition contains the Fall Workshop registration Sept. 11-12 in the Dells. We are going to be
at the Wilderness - Glacier Canyon Lodge, a waterpark, so plan on bringing the whole family for an end of
summer weekend, while getting a jump start on your 2015-2016 GFWC club year.
The entire Fall Workshop looks to be jam packed with information - it would be a plus for all clubs to send
someone to get that info first hand. There will be a session Saturday morning on reporting, so for those club
presidents that are still uncomfortable with the reporting process, please plan on attending and bring your questions. There will also be workshops Saturday afternoon from the department Chairmen, which will allow you
to ask questions about the various GFWC Partners.
Enjoy what remains of your summer and I look forward to seeing everyone in the Dells in September.
In Federation Friendship, Kim

”Attachments”
to attach----to be fastened or connected
Minutes should include: “What is done, not what is said”----and that is
just fine. But often, when reports are given at our various meetings,
quite of bit of important information is “said”. Copies of those reports
can be “attached” to the minutes so that the information is not “lost”.
The minutes give only the name of the person and the “title” of the report given---“what
was done”. The attachment will give “what was
said”.
A special “thank you” to the District Presidents-----and to many others
as well-----for handing in copies of their reports at State Convention.
Your efforts are very much appreciated.
Barbara Pontow-----GFWC-WI Recording Secretary
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Good Morning my GFWC-WI friends!
Finally, spring is here even if summer is just a couple of weeks away. I’m hoping everyone is enjoying the outdoors and the flowers blooming.
I know that there were several club ladies that had a “rough patch” making it through the winter; if you could just
reach out to your fellow club women and make sure all is right with the world and that they can attend your next
meeting. Socializing is a big part of GFWC-WI and everybody can participate in chatting.
Which reminds me, let me know if someone needs a birthday card, special anniversary card, a pick me up card, a
get well card, a special prayer card or a sympathy card and I’ll send a card. You can email me at gtmoney@att.net
with your request.
Anyone out there interested in serving on a board? There are always positions coming up for local boards, district
and state. This year the state nominating committee is interviewing for several state board positions for the 20162018 board.
Those of you that came to the state convention in Elkhart Lake, thank you for being there and taking the “we got
the word back to your clubs”. Each of us is important and each is part of the total picture in giving back to the
communities, be it the food pantry or the school art closet and like charities.
At this time last year, the new administration was just getting going and I had begun gathering information for the
directory. Well,…. time is here to update the directory with year 2015’s new information.
Please email me at gtmoney@att.net your changes in phone numbers, email addresses, regular addresses, changes
in chairmanship, etc. Some clubs probably have new boards, I need that information also. Name, address, email
address, title, phone number. As was last year, information will be on the web-site and will remain pass word protected.
I would like all new and changing information by 9-30-15 so we can do one up-load for this year.
Thank you for your enthusiasm and for helping in all our communities.
Gloria C Teifke
GFWC-WI Corresponding Secretary
2012-2014
gtmoney@att.net
262 490 9640

CENTER PIECES FROM SAFARI NIGHT DINNER
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Junior Director Elect
LEADERSHIP - Loretta Caron
Last month I attended the 125th GFWC International Convention in Memphis. It was
great meeting woman from across the country and making new friends. The opening
ceremony is always impressive seeing the flags from each region, state and even
countries present. The Junior Banquet was lots of fun – and we “Boogied for Babies”
after the dinner. I attended 2 workshops with partners – one was UNICEF – who is
focusing on human trafficking. The other workshop was with a new conservation
partner called Nature Generation – check out their website: http://www.natgen.org/
- there are many ways we can reach our communities such as ‘green’ books for school
libraries or planting a butterfly garden. On the last day of convention I attended
the Incoming Leaders Training Seminar – I got to meet several of the other Junior
Director-Elects and looking forward seeing everyone again in November for more
training.
Depending when your club year winds down – it is good to end the year honoring a special junior. Remember to vote for your 2015 Junior of the Year and submit their
name along with narrative by January 31, 2016. The guidelines and form have been
updated and can be found on the GFWC-WI website – scroll down to the bottom on
the home page – and click on ‘Awards and Scholarships’ – then look for the Junior of
the Year nomination form.
Don’t be shy … there are some chair positions still available for the 2016-2018 administration. We are looking for Membership, Leadership, Fundraising, and Junior Special Project. If you have questions one what it entails let me know.
Finally, hope to see lots of Juniors at the Junior Fall Conference. It is a wonderful
way to share ideas and learn more on what we can do in our communities all the while
we are having fun.

LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD LADIES!!!!!
Do you have a special talent you want to share? Do you have an issue with this organization (in the
state) and you want your voice heard or have an idea that will make the issue better? Well now is
your chance, President-elect is looking for people to fill positions on her board of directors for the
2016-2018 administration. Positions that are open are chairman in all departments and a few positions on committees, such strategic planning, by-laws, resolutions, budget, investments.
If you would like to volunteer for any of these positions please let Sue LaBuda, know which position
you would like by either e-mail or calling Sue’s cell phone at 920-216-7656, and leave a message
and I will get back to you.

Ladies, this is your organization only you can see it succeed and thrive! “Let’s do this”!!!
8

GFWC-Wisconsin’s President’s Special Project.
A big thank you goes out to the West Allis and the Rhinelander
Woman’s Clubs. Both of these clubs read the last issue of our
Clubwoman Magazine where all clubs were asked to choose a
school an/or a classroom for the 2015-2016 school year and
send me the name. I am looking forward to receiving the
names from all of the other GF-Wisconsin Clubs.
As you all know the Governor has again cut the education
budget in Wisconsin, which means our clubs helping our
schools will be of vital importance. Once again all GFWC Wisconsin Clubs are being
asked to pick a classroom, school or school district and inquire how you can help in the
schools.
Supplies, funding for field trips, books, items for classroom incentive programs, tutoring
and providing snacks for both staff and students are only some of the things our clubs
could do. As back to school sales approach, a wide variety of items will be available for
Watch your local papers for sales.
If all of our GF -Wisconsin Clubs pick one or two things for/in our schools, we would
make an awesome impact in our communities. Ensure all projects for your chosen
school/district are properly documented and reported under the President’s Special Project.
Mary Kaye Ernest
President’s Special Project Chairman
262-377-6118

Fundraising
The Spring Convention at the Osthoff Resort was a great success. I was impressed with
the beauty of the resort and grounds. The Kentucky Derby theme was a lot of fun. Some
of the hats worn during Saturday’s lunch were adorable. Congratulations to the clubs
from Monroe and Greenfield for receiving awards for fundraising this year. There were so
many deserving clubs that it really was difficult to choose one over another.
The Junior Clubs had a successful fundraiser from the bird house project. They raised
$1,000 from the silent auction. The Purse-a-Palooza Fundraiser on Saturday was a clever
way to raise funds. President Jan Allen was the auctioneer who showed her skills at getting the bids up. Eleven unique purses with enclosed gift cards were sold for a total of
$1,740!
Keep your eyes and ears open for a new fundraising adventure for 2015-2016. Every district should participate in this one. President Jan will fill us in. If you have ideas for fundraising, will you let me or other board members know?
I hope your summer is going well and you are able to relax in the sunshine. I think we deserve it!
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COMMITTEE CHAIR
UPDATES
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PAT’S POINTS

Ready to start a new club year, bylaws reviewed, officers installed, budget set, interesting programs planned, service projects underway....such satisfaction! But some
issues, not club related, have been of concern and you, or some members, would like
your voice heard! How does GFWC-WI stand on this issue? is it on the Resolutions
books as something others have cared about? Can you speak in the name of the federation, like writing a letter or calling a legislator? Only if there is a resolution on the
books which addresses the matter. BUT, you and your club have strong feelings
this is a state wide matter which concerns everyone. Put thoughts together, draft a
statement and send to Kathy Reffue, who heads the committee. They will help. It will
be reviewed and if deemed statewide, presented at Convention by the committee.
None of this negates your right as an individual to make your voice heard!

Women's History and Resource Center
I have to admit when I volunteered to be the chair for WHRC, I had never visited this site. I have now
spent quite a bit of time visiting different parts on WHRC. My favorite is the archives of the items that
have been donated, and of course the old pictures.
The WHRC preserves the history of GFWC which, Ladies is our history. If you feel you have something
to contribute check out the page to see guide lines of what is accepted.
Club histories are a very important part of the site. When was the last time your club has updated their
history, or have you done a club history. You will find guidelines and tips on how to update and do your
club history.
Our clubs have done some amazing things-so blow your horn and let everybody know!!!
Thank you
Sandy Gehin
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GFWC-WI Fall Meeting & Workshop
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GFWC- WI
Arts Department
Arts and Crafts Contest
2015
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GFWC-WI JUNIOR BY-LAWS AND POLICY
CHANGES
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GFWC-WI JUNIOR BY-LAWS AND POLICY
CHANGES - CONTINUED
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GFWC-WI CLUB AWARD RECIPIENTS
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GFWC-WI CLUB AWARD RECIPIENTS
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GFWC-WI CLUB AWARD RECIPIENTS
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GUEST SPEAKERS

JULIE PANDL
GENEVIEVE DAVIS
HELEN BANNAN AS JESSE JACK HOOPER
OPENING CEREMONY HONOR GUARDS
WI Lt. GOVERNOR - REBECCA KLEEFISCH
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CONVENTION SPECIAL AWARD RECIPIENTS
THEODORA YOUMANS AWARD
TAMMY CONFORTI
KENOSHA DREAM PLAYGROUND
PROJECT

WOMAN OF ACHIEVEMENT RECIPIENT
MARY FORTIER - RHINELANDER WOMAN’S

JOY AWARD
LINDA CHENEY

KENOSHA JUNIOR
WOMANS CLUB
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JUNIOR SAFARI NIGHT BIRDHOUSE AUCTION
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PICS WITH INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
BABS CONDON

30

Club Announcements & News
From Around the State

1. April 11th a group of Amery Woman’s Club members did another great job cleaning up a section of
CTH F, west of Amery. 11 bags of garbage were collected!!!
2. Pat Parsons photo of the ice house in Twin Lake in Amery was selected to be used in the GFWC
(General Federation of Women's Clubs) 2015 calendar
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FEATURED ARTICLE FROM:
UWM - COLLEGE OF LETTERS & SCIENCE IN FOCUS
FEBRUARY 2015 EDITION
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Club Announcements & News

Hartford Jrs
The Hartford Jrs ended the club year with a banquet at Timmer’s
Resort on Big Cedar Lake celebrating the anniversaries of five club members
and installing the “next year” officers.
Linda Hauser and Kathy Vogelsang celebrated 30 years as members, Brenda
Koeppel 20 years, Carol Tautges 10 years,and Gloria Teifke 5 years.
How time does fly!!!
The 2015-2016 officers (left to right) are: Vice-President Pat Johnson,
Treasurer Karen Davis, President Carol Tautges, Recording Secretary Nancy
O’Rourke and Corresponding Secretary Patti Roulette.
July will find members taking a short break from club activities. August
will see members “back in the swing” as they prepare for Accents, a summer
craft fair, held in Willowbrook Park on August 8th.
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HEALTH SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

LINDA RUNDLE WITH
WI LEADS CANDIDATE
SUE BEDNAREK
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GFWC-WI Club News
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Executive Committee
2014-2016 Officers
President
Jan Allen
N41W28591 Imperial Drive
Pewaukee, WI 53072
home 262-361-4069
cell 414/750-8606
allen3@uwm.edu

Recording Secretary
Barbara Pontow
1460 Morning Glory Dr.
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-6034
pontow6034@charter.net

President-Elect
Sue La Buda

Corresponding Secretary
Gloria Teifke
W2051 N16463 Cranberry Ck Ln
Jackson, WI 53037
Gloria.teifke@meridianresource.com

393 N. Westhaven Dr. Apt 104

Oshkosh, WI 54904
920-231-2168
suelabuda1@aol.com

Second Vice President
Kim Bruns
1328 Aiken Ct.
Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096
262-515-3832 cell
ccosco09@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Kristine Huss
W175 S7115 Lake Dr.
Muskego, WI 53150
ghuss@wi.rr.com

Director of Junior Clubs
Kristina Higbee
W1506 County Road O
Occnomowoc, WI 53066
khigs@voyager.net

Parliamentarian
Pat Mueller
3225 N Bartlett Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53211
mkepat@aol.com

Attention All Club Members:
Please submit articles and pictures of your clubs activities. Please email
Michelle Munoz, 39129 N Aberdeen Lane, Beach Park, IL 60083
chellemunoz@hotmail.com Thank you in advance!

Does your club have a Facebook page
Tell us about it
Look for other GFWC - WI
Clubs on Facebook and Like
them
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WISCONSIN CLUBWOMAN

39129 N Aberdeen Ln
Beach Park, IL 60083

The WISCONSIN CLUBWOMAN,
official publication of the GFWC-WI,
is published four times a year

Editor:
Phone:
Email:

Michelle Munoz
847.910.8698
chellemunoz@hotmail.com

Editorial Board: Executive Committee

CHANGE OF EMAIL FORM
PLEASE SEND ANY EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES TO:

Michelle Munoz: chellemunoz@hotmail.com
Name

_____________________________________________________

New Email Address: _____________________________________________________

Club Name:

_____________________________________________________

GFWC Clubwoman
At only $10.00 per year, GFWC CLUBWOMAN, your national bi-monthly magazine, is a real bargain.
Please (check one)
______ Begin, ______Renew, my subscription to GFWC CLUBWOMAN.
______ 1 year (six issues) / $10.00
______ Overseas / $20.00
______ Special rate for 100% club subscriptions
1 year / $8.00

Your Name ______________________________________________
Name of Club ______________________________________________
Street ______________________________________________
City ______________________________________________
State, Zip ______________________________________________

Send to: SYSTEMS MANAGER, GFWC, 1734 N STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20036-2990
Make Checks Payable to: GFWC
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