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GFWC – WI PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By the time this reaches you, we will all be into the Holidays in full swing. It is my
sincere hope that you and all your loved ones have a wonderful and joy-filled time
together.
The Fall of 2015 has been a wild roller coaster ride of activities and meetings. Thank
you to everyone that attended the Fall Workshop in the Dells. We had a marathon of
speakers from our GFWC Partners, but we all came away with a long list of ideas and
a sack full of information.
In October, I had the privilege to attend several of your meetings. Many thanks to the Spooner
ladies for their hospitality. Burlington WC celebrated their 100th birthday. Oconomowoc WC
allowed me to model in their annual Style Show. Southern Prairies had their fall meeting at the
Milton House – very interesting tour. The Northwoods’ ladies always have a very educational
meeting. The Lakeshore District always has a beautiful meeting. The Greenfield WC celebrated
their 50th anniversary in early November. I wasn’t able to attend West Allis’s celebration, but the
pictures posted on Facebook were priceless. Thank you all for inviting me and including me in your
activities. I so enjoy spending time with our members.
Also in October, Kristina and I attended the Great Lakes Region meeting in Toledo. There is a full
report included in this newsletter. Congratulations to Paula Schlice – the upcoming GLR Vice
President.
Speaking of GLR – did you know GFWC Wisconsin is hosting the meeting in October of 2016. Jean
Maiwald and Kristina Higbee are the Chairs. The meeting will be held at the Grand Geneva Hotel
October 28 – 30th. Put it on your calendars – now. Jean and Kristina will be in touch.
Looking forward – it’s time to write reports. This activity is so important. Reporting is how we
brag about all the work we have done. Do not hesitate to reach out to Kim Bruns with your
questions.
I can honestly say that I have loved every minute of serving GFWC-Wisconsin. The friendships and
learning have been so fulfilling. Won’t you consider serving GFWC-Wisconsin? Marianne Potter is
chairing the nominating committee. She is looking for candidates for offices. Please give her a call
and let her know that you want to be considered.
Winter Workshop will be held at the Abby in Lake Geneva. Please join us. There will be a
communications workshop Friday evening, committee meetings, business meeting, discussion about
reporting, an author guest speaker, and membership and communications workshops. It’s a
beautiful location and a casual chance to meet.
Plan to attend Convention in Sturgeon Bay May 13 and 14. We have the run of the place a lot to
do…Unity Banquet Friday Night with special awards, Aprons everywhere, Wild, Wacky and
Wonderful Wisconsin auction, Sue Ellen Brazil, GFWC Treasurer, awards luncheon, and a lovely
Installation. Please plan to be there.

Happy Holidays! Jan
2

GFWC- WI JUNIOR DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Feliz Navidad!

Froeliche Weihnachten!

Joyeux Noël!

Merry Christmas!

However you say it, let the spirit of the holiday shine through you. This is my
very favorite time of the year. It is a great time to take a moment to think of
others. Think of some nontraditional gifts this year as you look down your list.
GFWC has many partners that offer opportunities to donate in honor of
someone. St Judes, March of Dimes and Heifer International are just a few.
Think of ways you may continue to support your local arts in the schools project
as well. Attend a local school theater or musical production. Support your local
band fundraisers. Take your kids to see the local youth production of the Nutcracker or A
Christmas Carol. Help keep the arts alive in your community.
After the success of the birdhouse project last year, we have launched the “Tie One On for The Arts
“project this year. We are asking clubs to either decorate the provided aprons or create your own to
be auctioned off in May at our State convention. The proceeds will help support arts in the schools
project across the state.
Please be sure to include all of the youth arts projects in your reporting this year under Advocates
for Children. I look forward to reading about all of the Amazing things your clubs have done.
Wishing you all a blessed Christmas!
Yours In Federation,
Kristina Higbee
Director of Junior Clubs, GFWC-WI
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First Vice President – Sue LaBuda
Membership Matters
to Me
As promised here is a list of ideas that I got from the reports I received in January of this year.
Remember membership drives should not just happen in the fall of the year but every month! We
need to bring in those new members to keep your club active and strong.
- Membership chairman greets new members, guests and members at each meeting and orientates
new members and give calls and handouts.
- Hold a new member luncheon, perspective members are not charged for lunch. GFWC video is
viewed.
- Members receive a Welcome Back letter to all “current” club members prior to the start of the club
year. The letter gives the plans for the club year and serves as a” pep talk” encouraging to stay
involved and invite other community women.
- Little “Thank-yous” to our members are given on regular basis at club meetings.
- A club brochure is being updated annually and handed out in the community.
- Participate in parades in your community, let know you are alive and kicking!!
- Member coffee/tea, presentations are given on club histories and the various projects and
fundraisers the club does.
- Have a “Best of Friends” lunch group that meets several times a year at various restaurants.
- Have a membership chair do a member “phone call” to touch base with member to see why they
did not come to a meeting, or as a friendly reminder of a meeting. Or just to give a friendly “I care
“about you call.
- Newsletters, brochures, trifolds, Facebook, Pinterest, e-mails all forms of communication used in
keeping members informed of club, district and state happenings.
- Hold a club picnic during the summer to see what members are doing for the summer.
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Second Vice President – Kim Bruns
REPORTING

As we close 2015, Club Presidents and any other Club members designated to write Club reports,
please take the time to start writing your reports early. If you find you have any questions about
which department a project should be listed under or on the statistical form, please contact me either
by phone (cell 262-515-3832) or email ccosco09@gmail.com.
Each Club should write narratives on ALL the projects they have completed in their 2015 club year.
A Statistical Form should be completed and attached to the top of each set of your compilation of
reports (4 sets).
The updated Statistical form (2015) can be found on both of the following websites:
GFWC International website:
www.gfwc.org > member center > 2014-2016 Club Manual > Reporting
GFWC Wisconsin website:

www.gfwc-wi.org > GFWC Reporting

All 2015 GFWC-WI Club reports (Statistical and Narratives) will be due postmarked no later than
25-January-2016.
Please mail 4 copies to:

KIM BRUNS
1328 AIKEN CT.
Winthrop Harbor, IL. 60096

I look forward to reading what your clubs have been doing to make a difference in your
communities. Lastly, I would like to wish everyone a wonderful and blessed holiday season with
family and friends.
In federation friendship – Kim Bruns
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JUNIOR DIRECTOR-ELECT - LORETTA CARON

LEADERSHIP
Greetings and Happy Holidays! I just got back mid-November from the Incoming Leaders Training
in Washington DC. It was 3 days full of LOTS of information! There is so much energy with the
upcoming administration and it was so nice to meet other Juniors. The icing on the cake was taking a
trolley tour on Saturday night where we stopped at GFWC Headquarters – it was all decked out for
Christmas and then proceeded to stop at several of the monuments/memorials.
Juniors: Please remember to get your 2015 Junior of the Year submitted to me by January 31, 2016.
The guidelines and form have been updated and can be found on the GFWC-WI website – scroll down
to the bottom on the home page – and click on ‘Awards and Scholarships’ – then look for the Junior
of the Year (JOY) nomination form.

The GFWC-WI Board looks forward reviewing all the

nominations.
Also, there are some chair positions still available for the 2016-2018 Junior Administration. We are
looking for Membership, Leadership, Fundraising, and Junior Special Project. If you have questions
with what it entails let me know. I will be reaching out to Junior Clubs after the New Year.

GFWC-Wisconsin’s President’s Special Project
It is hard to believe that we are already talking about reporting. I would like to remind all GFWC-WI
Clubwomen that the Wisconsin’s President’s Special Project: “Our Teachers – Our Schools – Our Future” gets
reported on its own. Please do not include it within any other area but the GFWC-WI President’s Special
Project. It is a stand-alone report that is sent to Kim Bruns.
I am hoping that all Wisconsin clubs have chosen a school/schools to help. This could include providing the
funds for a field trip, a special program to come into the schools, a speaker or provide the money for an all
school assembly.
Working with individual classrooms or schools could include: volunteering within the school, mentoring
students, providing snacks or supplies for classrooms, supporting fundraisers, presenting gift cards to
teachers, and books for students etc. The list could go on. Please help your GFWC- Wisconsin Presidents
Special Project. Every club in Wisconsin can do something to support President Allen’s Special Project.
The clubs that are already working with schools and teachers, please remember to send a picture to me by
April 1st of 2016. There is still plenty of time for all clubs to get into and support our schools.
Should you have any questions, please call me and have fun writing your reports. I look forward to reading
them and hearing about what each club is doing. Thank you so very much for your support of the GFWC-WI
President’s Special Project: Our Teachers - Our Schools - Our Future.
Mary Kaye Ernest - GFWC WI President’s Special Project Chairman – 262-377-6118
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COMMITTEE CHAIR UPDATES
We have new Chairs……


Writing Chair

Nancy Niedziela – WC of Pewaukee, N30 W29273 Hillcrest Drive, Pewaukee, WI 53072, 262-3661660, rniedziela@wi.rr.com


Conservation Chair

Karen Ostrowski – Amherst Junction WC, 2103 Kozelek Road, Rosholt, WI 54473, 715-677-3016,
bobkao@wi-net.com


International Outreach Chair

Sue Bessert – Rhinelander WC, 7356 Freedom Trail, Wabeno, WI 54566, 715-473-4603,
bbessert@centurytel.net


Women’s History and Resource Center Chair

Sandy Gehin – Stevens Point WC, 3331 Oak Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481, 715-544-6434,
quilts1953@yahoo.com


Health Scholarship Chair

Nancy Dickman – Muskego WC, S68 W17666 East Drive, Muskego, WI 53150, 262-679-1842,
nancy_dman@msn.com
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TREASURER UPDATE
IT’S TIME TO PAY YOUR GFWC-WI DUES!!!!!
If your club has not already submitted your membership roster and dues payment please do so
before January 1, 2016.
The State Dues are $22 per member and should be mailed to Kristine Huss at W175 S7115 Lake
Drive, Muskego, WI 53150. The Roster should be sent as an excel spreadsheet electronically to
ghuss@wi.rr.com. Please include as much information as you can … name, address, phone, email,
club office, etc. If an electronic version is not available a paper roster can be mailed with your check.
Please do not send your District Dues. They should go directly to your District Treasurer.
Any questions, please call 262-949-0072.
Thank you!!!
Kristine Huss
GFWC-WI Treasurer

JUNIOR CLUB DUES
Checks for Junior Club dues should be made payable to GFWC-WI Juniors. Please mail payments
and club rosters to:
Michelle Munoz at 39129 N. Aberdeen Lane, Beach Park, IL 60083
Thank you to the clubs that have already sent their payments and rosters.

Fundraising & Development
It is “Happy Thanksgiving” time as I compose this note to you. We do not have snow yet in the
northwest part of Wisconsin, but I hear from the weather stations that we may have some soon. I am
thankful for my membership in the GFWC. I have met many ladies who are talented leaders willing
to share their ideas. If you take time to read the GFWC News & Notes online every week, you may
get some ideas for fundraising from clubs all over the nation. My club recently held its fifth annual
wine and beer tasting event along with a silent auction to benefit the Salvation Army and local food
pantry. The year is coming to an end which means reports will soon be filed. I look forward to
reading your fundraising reports.
I hope to see you at the winter workshop at The Abbey in February. President Jan Allen is going to
introduce a fundraiser in which all clubs may participate at the spring convention.
Have a happy holiday season.
Julie Riemenschneider
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LEADS - Leadership
According to the dictionary, Leadership is defined as “the action of leading a group of people or an
organization” – but when you really think about it, this is just the tip of the iceberg. According to
Philip Gafka, founder of the leadership development firm Leap Associates, Leadership is “employing
your skills and knowledge, leveraged by your attitude to get the results you desire.” Don’t we do that every
day – whether it is with our kids, in our jobs, in our clubs????
Have you taken the time to check out the GFWC website and click on the Leadership tab?
http://www.gfwc.org/gfwc/Leadership2.asp
On this site, there are a lot of great articles on a variety of topics, such as effective agendas, building
moral and breaking the ice, how to delegate as well as proper meeting protocol, just to name a few.
It’s a wonderful resource for all club members, whether you are an officer or not!
We are all leaders – some of just don’t have the title. . .yet! If you haven’t already done so, start
thinking about how you can take a leadership position in your club. It doesn’t have to be as an
officer – but perhaps volunteering to arrange for a speaker, chairing a committee, presenting a
program – the opportunities are endless!
And speaking of stepping up . . .don’t forget, the applications for LEADS are due to me by
February 1, 2016. Each club received an information packet about LEADS at the Fall Workshop, so
please take the time to look thru it and reach out to any members in your club who might be a good
candidate. If you have any questions about LEADS, please feel free to give me a call!
Linda Rundle
State Leadership Chairman
2902 Plum Tree Circle S
Menomonie, WI 54751
715-210-5705
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The Rocking road to Memphis!
I am honored to have represented GFWC-WI at the LEADS seminar in Memphis, TN.
My journey to Memphis stated at a little before 6 am on June 10, 2015 with my mother and two sisters, Christine and
Ruth. We drove the whole day arriving in Memphis at about 6 pm.
I was so excited that I got to the room where the seminar was held early. I was not the only one who was early, Carol
Styles LEADS candidate from Washington State was early as well. This gave us the opportunity to help T Jablanski
and her committee set things up. We started the day with breakfast and getting to know our fellow table companions.
When breakfast was over the fun started with a mixer in which each person was to pick a kazoo and depending on
what color kazoo you had you were to meet in a group that had the same color kazoo and play a song on it. It was
quiet funny since some was not sure which end to hum into. We all shared facts about ourselves and our clubs.
After getting to know each other we went on to learn about social media and how it can befit our club’s. We also learn
how to use evite.com to create invitations to events that can be printed or sent via e-mail. It was fun creating the
invitations, I created one that I am going to use for a membership drive in September.
We learned about what our presentation style is and how it nurtures our leadership; how to write a great
speech/workshop. We learned how to navigate on the GFWC web site to the legislation site and how to contact our
state legislators and what issues each state is supporting.
We learned about the generational conversations and how the older/younger members view each other. This lead to
Facilitating and Conflict Resolution and how to resolve them. We end the day learning about Protocol &
Parliamentary Procedures.
Saturday started with the LEADS breakfast, where I received my certificate and my LEADS pin. Then the start of the
2015 convention began with the opening ceremony; being that this was my first International Convention, I found the
open ceremony fascinating and I truly enjoyed my first convention and hope to be able to attend more in the future.
I cannot say enough about my experience as a LEADS candidate and what it meant to me to represent the state of
Wisconsin. I strongly recommend nominating someone from your club to attend LEADS.
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PROMOTING HOME LIFE PARTNERS WITHIN YOUR
CLUB
Promote GFWC partners! Put an article in your club newsletter – make a two-minute informative talk about
Home Life Partners at your club meetings. Valuable information can be found in the materials that were
distributed to each club at the fall conference.
Very important to remind your clubs that when submitting donations to any GF Partner that they must
indicate on the check that the donation is from a GFWC club or member if not obvious from the address on the
check. This is the only way that our partners can keep track of GF donations.

1.

Inside Knowledge: January*

National Cervical Cancer Awareness Month (January) – a time to learn about the five main types of
gynecologic cancers: cervical, ovarian, uterine, vaginal, and vulvar cancers. Each has different signs and
symptoms, risk factors, and prevention strategies. The primary goal of this partner is to share materials which
can be ordered for free from Inside Knowledge by downloading and sharing free materials at
www.cdc.gov/cancer/knowledge.

2.

Easter Seals Campaign: April

Encourage your club and members of your community to bring a smile to the face of Easter Seals clients by
hosting an event on or near the month of April. Ideas include holding an ice cream social or tea party, or just
visiting an Easter Seals facility to see all the great services provided and offer some volunteer hours. Easter
Seals Wisconsin or Easter Seals Southeast Wisconsin.

3.

The Heart Truth: February 5, 2016*

The Heart Truth - Encourage National Wear Red Day®, February 5, 2016, (first Friday in February).
Americans across the country will wear red in unison to call attention to women’s heart health. Join in!

4.

Canine Companions for Independence (CCI)

CCI is a non-profit organization that enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained
assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships. For more information on how your club
can get involved, visit www.cci.org or call 1-800-572-BARK.
* Please note that the two GFWC Partners, Heart Truth and Inside Knowledge are both funded by our

government so they cannot accept donations from our clubs. Find local organizations that you can support.

Nancy Schrap, Home Life Chair (10/15)
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90th Anniversary of the Helen Farnsworth Mears Art Contest
This year GFWC-WI clubs will participate in the 90th Anniversary memorial art contest for 7th and 8th grade students
originally created by GFWC-WI to pay tribute to a great Wisconsin sculptor, Helen Farnsworth Mears (1872 -1916) who
grew up in Oshkosh. There may be clubs that have participated for each of the ninety years; it would be wonderful to
honor these clubs. The Oshkosh Public Museum is designing certificates for this special year of the art contest. They will
have a border so they can be printed on any special paper without having to purchase special certificates. These will be
available later in December online at www.gfwc-wi.org. Special Community Projects, ARTS section for Helen
Farnsworth Mears Art Contest.
It is also the 100th anniversary of Helen’s passing and the Museum will devote a gallery to not only the artistry of
Mears but also to other geniuses of her generation whose inspiration helped transform Oshkosh, Sawdust City. Geniuses
of Oshkosh will be on view from July 2 to October 16, 2016. This special exhibit will coincide with the exhibit of the
GFWC-WI Helen Farnsworth Mears Art Contest winners’ artwork. What a special honor for our student-artists.
This may be the year your club decides to participate in this Arts project that connects with 7th and 8th grade students
and their art teachers. This correlates with the Junior Clubs emphasis on Arts in the Schools. Each club can create as
much support and awareness of your student artists in your community as your creativity and energy inspire your club.
Please contact me with any questions you may have about this contest.
This would be a great year to discover the medallion that was awarded to state winners many years ago. There is still a
$100 dollar reward for locating this medal from which a casting will be made and awarded to the state winners. Thank you for
your support of the ARTS in your communities.
Shirley Brabender Mattox, Chairman
Helen Farnsworth Mears Art Contest,
smattox@ameritech.net

Wonderful Wild Whacky Wisconsin
Fundraiser at Convention, May 13 and 14

There are wonderful artifacts that pertain particularly to Wisconsin – cheese, sausage, beer, cherries,
Cheeseheads, etc. Start looking around for your wonderful, wild and whacky Wisconsin raffle item. We
would like for every club to donate a raffle item. That will give us about 50 of the “best” Wisconsin has to
offer.
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ENTRY FORM
2014 THEODORA YOUMANS CITIZENSHIP AWARD
DEADLINE: APRIL 1, 2016
NAME OF CANDIDATE:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:
EMAIL:
NAME OF SPONSORING CLUB:
CLUB PRESIDENT:
ADDRESS:

PHONE:
EMAIL:

Send three (3) copies of the entry to:
Jan Flood
1832 Illinois Ave.
Stevens Point, WI 54481-3945

Note that the candidate need not be a member of a club. When writing the entry, stress the work done in 2014. Background
information is helpful to the judges but we emphasize the past year’s accomplishments. If the candidate is an employed person,
the work above and beyond the requirements of the employment should be emphasized!
Please include three (3) letters of endorsements.
If your candidate is chosen and if it is possible, please do not let her know that she is to be recognized with this honor. Please do
what you can to get her to convention without telling her why. The surprise element really adds a lot to the presentation.
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GFWC LEGISLATION/PUBLIC POLICY NOVEMBER 2015
LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER
GFWC is a NON-PARTISAN organization, advocating for universal issues germane to the organization without a political bent. Our goals are to educate members
about policy issues and pending legislation, while mobilizing members to advocate for GFWC policy priorities.
The GFWC LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER is an incredible tool to educate our members on important issues. Not only can we send legislative alerts, we can
also send updates to keep our members informed.
Here are the six easy steps to sign up for the GFWC Legislative Action Center. Start making a difference by
Living the Volunteer Spirit!

1.

Go to www.GFWC.org.

2.

Click on ‘What We Do’.

3.

Click on ‘Public Policy’.

4.

Scroll down the page to the words ‘Legislative Action Center’ in the picture of the dome and click on the picture.

5.

On the right side scroll down to ‘Subscribe to our mailing list’ and click on the word ‘GO’ in the blue square.

6.

Type in the requested information and click on the word REGISTER in the blue square.

You are all set. Check on the current issues and send your opinions directly to your own legislators.

2015 GFWC Region Meetings
Resolutions Workshop
Have you ever seen something on television and said, “Isn’t there a law against that?”
Or seen something happen and said, “They should pass a law against that.”
Who’s ‘they’? It’s me – and you – and you. It’s all of us – just one of us alone makes a small ripple in a puddle but if we put all our voices together
we will make an ocean tidal wave – headed right for our legislators.
And we may not get it done with just one call or one email or one project. We need to stick with what we want until our message becomes a reality.
Think about the suffragettes – they saw that women were not treated like individuals – they were really property of their husbands. They had no
way to voice their opinions – to elect the people they thought could represent their wishes. It wasn’t until the 19th amendment was ratified in 1920
that women received the right to vote – 144 years after the Declaration of Independence was signed.
But let’s be more current in our thinking. Let’s go to 1968 – things were pretty progressive then – women’s lib had already started. Guess what?
Maybe not - here are some things a women could not do in 1968:
1.

Get a divorce with some degree of ease. Before the No Fault Divorce law in 1969, spouses had to show the faults of the other party,
such as adultery, and could easily be overturned by recrimination.

2.

Be acknowledged in the Boston Marathon. Women could not don their running shoes until 1972!

3.

Get a credit card. Until the Equal Credit Opportunity Act in 1974, women were not able to apply for credit. In 1975, the first women’s
bank was opened.

4.

Report cases of sexual harassment in the workplace. The first time that a court recognized sexual harassment in the workplace
was in 1977 and it wasn’t until 1980 that sexual harassment was officially defined by the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.

5.

Keep her job if she was pregnant. Until the Pregnancy Discrimination Act in 1978, women could be fired from their workplace for
being pregnant.

And if you think 1968 was a long time ago – how about these:
6.

Refuse to have sex with her husband. The mid 70s saw most states recognize marital rape and in 1993 it became criminalized in all
50 states. Nevertheless, marital rape is still often treated differently to other forms of rape in some states even today.
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7.

Compete as a boxer in the Olympics. It wasn’t until the 2012 London Olympics that women could compete in boxing in the
Olympics.

Every one of these issues – and so many more – came about through grass roots organizations and groups of concerned citizens – just like GFWC.
One person wanted to right a wrong and told someone else who got more people involved – and found a way to get lots of people involved – the
noise to legislators became so loud, they had to pay attention – after all it’s their constituents who keep them in office.
How can you make a difference about something you think is important??
The first thing you need to do is to join the GFWC Legislative Alert.
A GFWC Legislative Alert keeps us informed on legislation pending and needed on the issues that are important to us. You have the immediate
opportunity to share your opinions directly with your Congressional Representatives and Senators. And you can say it as a member of GFWC. All
Alerts sent out for action are covered by a GFWC Resolution, which are our position on issues. There is currently an Alert that came out recently
concerning the attempt to pass legislation allowing triple trailers on all national roads – that means interstates in every state. The amendment has
been tacked onto a $55 billion transportation and infrastructure bill. The bill has already passed the House and has been sent to the Senate for
passage during the current legislative session running from September to December. This is an issue that both Pennsylvania and New Jersey
federations have been fighting for years. Think about a truck with THREE trailers - each 55 feet in length barreling across Interstate 80 or up and
down Interstate 55 in the rain or snow or ice. It’s scary enough when the weather is clear.
The second way is to write a RESOLUTION. Easy to do. Let’s take a pretend idea: Make Federation Day a National Holiday.
Here is a sample resolution:
WHEREAS, The General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC) is an international women’s organization dedicated to community improvement by
enhancing the lives of others through volunteer service,

WHEREAS, GFWC members transform lives each day, not simply with monetary donations, but with hands-on tangible projects that provide
immediate impact, and;
WHEREAS, Since 1890, GFWC’s impact has been felt throughout communities across the Unites States and the globe, therefore
RESOLVED, THAT the General Federation of Women’s Clubs urges its member clubs to contact their legislators and request that April 24 be
designated a national holiday in recognition of its past, present and future commitment to community service.
OK it’s written – now what?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Bring it to your club for a vote.
After it passes send the resolution to your state’s Resolutions Chairman. If there is no Resolutions Chairmen, send it directly to your state
president. Make sure you adhere to any deadlines for submission.
After it is reviewed by the State Resolutions Committee, the resolution will be presented for adoption at the State Convention.
Once adopted, it will be sent by the state to the GFWC Resolutions Committee.
After it is reviewed by the GFWC Resolutions Committee, the resolution will be presented for adoption at the GFWC Convention.

Granted this is a complex process and it can take as much as two years to get from you to the club to the state to GFWC. But it is worth the effort to
be able to get the shouting of GFWC members behind you.
One thing to remember – if time is critical, you can contact a member of the GFWC Resolutions Committee and ask them to bring your club’s
resolution to the committee directly. This committee has the right to present a resolution for adoption. Be sure that the resolution is national in
scope and germane to the workings of GFWC.
Here are some issues that are facing us today that you may want to address:




Road rules for Self-Driving Vehicles.
Establishing a mandate for hacked companies to disclose breaches and how soon the disclosure must be.
Elimination of billing of sexual assault victims by hospitals
o Reports say victims of sexual assaults were being billed for medical treatment - with possible legislation relative to emergency
room procedures and administration of the Crime Victims Reparations Fund.

If you care and make the effort, here’s what can happen:
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1.

1898: GFWC unanimously passed a resolution against child labor. With the help of clubwoman Jane Addams (1860-1935), child labor
became a major area of concern for the Federation. In 1901, Addams headed the Federation’s Child Labor Committee to work for the
maintenance and improvement of child labor laws.

2.

1899: GFWC’s Chicago Woman’s Club supported the juvenile court law, the first ever to be passed in the United States. This law became
the model for all subsequent juvenile court laws, many of which were passed at the insistence of GFWC clubwomen. Julia Lathrop led this
club effort and was appointed by President William Howard Taft to head the Children’s Bureau in 1912.

3.

1906: GFWC member Alice Lakey (from NJ) spearheaded a letter and telegram writing campaign, which was essential to the passage of the
Pure Food and Drug Act. Dr. Harvey Wiley, the first chief of the Pure Food Bureau, attributed the bill’s passing to GFWC and stated, “Trust
them [GFWC] to put the ball over the goal line every time.”

4.

1916: GFWC worked with the Children’s Bureau to promote National Baby Week. Over 2,000 clubs participated by focusing on infant and
maternal mortality, birth registration, and public health facilities. The Federation’s efforts resulted in the passage of the Sheppard-Towner
Act (1921), which advanced maternal education.

5.

1990s: GFWC actively supported the passage of the Violence Against Women Act; the Americans With Disabilities Act; the Family and
Medical Leave Act; and legislation supporting handgun control.

Are you the next Jane Addams, Julia Lathrop, or Alice Lakey?
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Seminar Friday Night
“It’s Not What You Said…It’s How You Said It!”
Ever wonder why you just can’t get your point across? Do some people just irritate the fire out of you and you
don’t know why? Do you ever find yourself thinking, “just spit it out”. We each have a style in which we prefer to
communicate. Sometimes our style conflicts with another style. Spend some time on Friday evening finding out
what your style is and how you can communication better with the other styles.
Presenter – Jan Allen
Holy Toledo!
Do you know where that expression came from? Apparently, there are more churches in Toledo per person than
any other city in the US.
The Great Lakes Region Conference took place at the Park Inn in Toledo, October 9-11, 2015. The conference started
on Friday with a tour of the Great Lakes Museum and the Toledo Museum of Art. The tour was followed by the
Board of Director’s Meeting and the set up of the Vendors.
Friday night’s banquet was a Margaritaville theme – lots of flowers, muumuus, leis, and parrots. The Jennie Award
Winners from each state were introduced. We are all so very proud of our Elizabeth Davy. The evening was
wrapped up with a Jimmy Buffet-like entertainer. We sang, danced, conga line danced, and toasted our success.
We started very early Saturday morning with workshops for secretaries, treasurers, and P’s and Q’s of Leadership.
We then moved into the business meeting. There was a speaker from Prevent Child Abuse America. He was
outstanding. And, there were two puppy handlers from Canine Companions.
The Vendors were “a plenty” this year. Every state was selling and raffling. Kristina Higbee had a beautiful
display of her jewelry and had a very successful weekend. We showed off our denim shirts and cardigan sweaters.
We also had a raffle for a special tote bag full of goodies enticing folks to attend GLR next year in Lake Geneva.
At lunch on Saturday, the Indiana gals sold chocolate mousse shots for “Shot at Life”. I think they ran out. GFWC
President-elect Sheila Shay gave us a peek into her administration.
Saturday evening had two keynote speakers. Babs Condon, GFWC International President, shared updates on
headquarters and her travels. Following Babs was the director of a YWCA Women’s Shelter. She told remarkable
stories of survival. And then, there was a Style Show over the ages. All the state presidents and directors of Junior
clubs served as models. It was interesting squeezing into vintage attire. Babs wore a classic post-Civil War hoop
dress.
We met on Sunday morning for breakfast. Kristina and I gave our state reports. We were asked to highlight a club
doing something remarkable. Kristina talked about Oconomowoc JWC Family of the Month program and I talked
about the amazing membership initiative that the Kenosha WC is doing. Jean Maiwald and Kristina Higbee invited
everyone to Lake Geneva next year.
There was not a spare minute at this Conference. Get ready! They are all coming our way October 27-30, 2016.
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AROUND WISCONSIN – CLUB PROJECTS
GFWC – Rhinelander Woman’s Club sends star greetings this Christmas

Rhinelander’s residents in nursing home care or in assisted living will receive a special star this holiday season
thanks to GFWC – Rhinelander Woman’s Club. Since October the club has been working to specially create close to
400 Christmas cards that will be delivered to six residential centers in town.
According to Jo Fabich, Clubwoman who leads the annual project, “The Club has been doing this project for four
straight years and each year we add more residents to the list. Very little money is spent on the project, however
many hands and good ideas create a special greeting.” The project is unique because members make use of last
year’s Christmas card covers to cut out the star forms. The stars were embellished and glued to create a new card.
A special greeting is printed on each. Twenty
Club members assisted in various ways. The
cards will be delivered in

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis celebrated their 115th
Anniversary of Federation.
On October 18, 2015 they hosted a Tea at the Knight’s of Columbus
– Club members and guests dressed in different period apparel.
Appetizers and of course TEA was served. All guests and
members received a wine glass with the 115th Anniversary and
GFWC Logo, a style pen and mirror, as a remembrance of the celebration. The Club’s Silver Tea Sets and a hand
embroidered tablecloth were exhibited. The tablecloth had the names of members back in 1958.
Past Presidents posed for this picture – Left to right – Rosalie Reinke, Joyce O’Donnell, Pat Hladilek, Annabelle
Weishan, Alyce Weiss, Virginia Strukel, Monica Jerich, Mary Pike and current President Paula Berkhahn
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Black-Eyed Susan Project
In anticipation of the Village of Blanchardville's
125th Anniversary the Blanchardville Woman's
Club wanted to do something to mark this
anniversary by doing something visible
throughout the village. So, at the November 11,
2013 meeting of the Blanchardville Woman's
Club it was discussed and decided that we
should have a "village flower" to represent the
village for the upcoming 125th Anniversary of Blanchardville in 2015. We discussed a
few ideas. The flower needed to be one that could be visible and planted around the
village for the Anniversary. We decided on the black-eyed Susan, which represents
"perseverance" in flower language.
We distributed seeds to residents for planting around the village and offered
plants for sale as well. We received a local community grant to purchase 400 blackeyed Susan plugs as well. We planted black-eyed Susan's aroid the village in public
areas and our parks. This year, 2015, marks the Village's 125th Anniversary and the
black-eyed Susan's bloomed beautifully for the celebration, which was August 6-9,
2015!
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MEMORIAL SERVICE
There will be a memorial service at the May 2016 Convention to recognize
members who have completed their club service and are now enjoying the
fruits of their labor. Please contact Kris Huss with your dear member’s name,
dates of club service and any other information you would like to include. The
service will be sometime during the convention and will be brief but reverent
to honor these women.
Email to: ghuss@wi.rr.com
TRAIL MAIL TO: Kris Huss
W175 S7115 Lake Drive, Muskego, WI 53150.
Any questions please call Kris @262-949-0072.

The Amery Woman's Club is sad to announce the death of their
longest living member. Jeanne Burman was active in many community
activities. She was a member of the Congregational Church in Amery.
She was an avid supporter of the Girl Scouts, the Amery Public Library
and the Amery Golf Club.
Jeanne joined the Amery WC in 1936 and served as its president 19581960. Always proper, pleasant and polite Jeanne personified the word
"lady". Jeanne died at River Bend Care on September 3, 2015 at the age
of 101. We will miss her.

I would also like to take a moment to remember Helen Witte. Helen
was a member of the Brown Deer Women’s Club.
Helen passed unexpectedly in October. I always looked forward to
seeing her at the workshops and conferences. She had a trendy style
sense and always an upbeat attitude. She will be missed by all.
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Executive Committee
2014-2016 Officers
President
Jan Allen
N41W28591 Imperial Drive
Pewaukee, WI 53072
home 262-361-4069
cell 414/750-8606
allen3@uwm.edu

Recording Secretary
Barbara Pontow
1460 Morning Glory Dr.
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-6034
pontow6034@charter.net

President-Elect
Sue La Buda

Corresponding Secretary
Gloria Teifke
W2051 N16463 Cranberry Ck Ln
Jackson, WI 53037
Gloria.teifke@meridianresource.com

393 N. Westhaven Dr. Apt 104

Oshkosh, WI 54904
920-231-2168
suelabuda1@aol.com
Second Vice President
Kim Bruns
1328 Aiken Ct.
Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096
262-515-3832 cell
ccosco09@yahoo.com

Director of Junior Clubs
Kristina Higbee
W1506 County Road O
Occnomowoc, WI 53066
khigs@voyager.net

Parliamentarian
Pat Mueller
3225 N Bartlett Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53211
mkepat@aol.com

Treasurer
Kristine Huss
W175 S7115 Lake Dr.
Muskego, WI 53150
ghuss@wi.rr.com

Attention All Club Members:
Please submit articles and pictures of your clubs activities. Please email
Michelle Munoz, 39129 N Aberdeen Lane, Beach Park, IL 60083
chellemunoz@hotmail.com Thank you in advance!

Does your club have a Facebook page
Tell us about it
Look for other GFWC - WI
Clubs on Facebook and Like
them
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WISCONSIN CLUBWOMAN

39129 N Aberdeen Ln
Beach Park, IL 60083

The WISCONSIN CLUBWOMAN,
official publication of the GFWC-WI,
is published four times a year

Editor:
Phone:
Email:

Michelle Munoz
847.910.8698

chellemunoz@hotmail.com
Editorial Board: Executive Committee

CHANGE OF EMAIL FORM
PLEASE SEND ANY EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES TO:

Michelle Munoz: chellemunoz@hotmail.com
Name

New Email Address:

Club Name:

GFWC Clubwoman
At only $10.00 per year, GFWC CLUBW OMAN, your national bi-monthly magazine, is a real bargain.
Please (check one)
Begin,
Renew, my subscription to GFWC CLUBWOMAN.
1 year (six issues) / $10.00
Overseas / $20.00
Special rate for 100% club subscriptions
1 year / $8.00

Your Name
Name of Club
Street
City
State, Zip

Send to: SYSTEMS MANAGER, GFWC, 1734 N STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20036-2990
Make Checks Payable to: GFWC
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