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GFWC – WI PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Spring 2016 Newsletter
If you have ever watched the Ms. America Pageant, you will remember that as they
introduce the outgoing Ms. America – and right before they crown the new Ms.
America – the emcee says, “And, in her last and final appearance…….”
As this is my last newsletter as President of GFWC-Wi – my last and final
appearance will be at our Annual Convention May 12 – 14 at The Lodge at Leathem
Smith in Sturgeon Bay. So, come one and all. We’re going to have a great time. Beautiful location,
great food, art, awards, and Suellen Brazil, GFWC Treasurer, will be joining us. (Call is included in
this newsletter).
Your reports were outstanding – record number of clubs reporting. Thank you for the time and
attention you put into completing reports.
Thank you to all our Chairs….you have been exceptional. Could not ask for a more informed and
engaged group of leaders.
A big hug and kiss goes to the Executive Committee and the Junior Executive Committee. It has
been a joy serving with such dedicated clubwomen.
Because of you, I have been able to visit all the corners of Wisconsin. I appreciate all the invitations
to your meetings, celebrations, installations, and fundraisers. You make me so very proud.
At our Convention, I will pass the beautiful state president’s pin on to Sue LaBuda. Sue brings to her
administration a love of GFWC, a passion for serving, and a creative approach to everything. She is
putting together a superb Board of Directors. Please consider offering your talents and services to
Sue and her team.
Best wishes for your continued growth and success
Jan
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GFWC- WI JUNIOR DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Spring is officially here and with it are all of the reports your clubs have worked so
hard on.
You all are just inspiring with all of the work you do. I am so proud of all the
accomplishments that have taken place over the last year and look forward to our
convention in May where we can celebrate together.
This year we once again launched a statewide project to help fund the Arts in the
Schools programming across the state. Each club was given an apron to decorate
for the Tie One on for the Arts auction, which will be held Friday evening at convention. We have
some special celebrity aprons to auction off as well. Watch our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/gfwcwijuniorpage for some sneak peeks at what will be available.
GFWC is a longtime partner with March of Dimes and there are many March for Babies walks
scheduled throughout our state. The walk in Milwaukee is at Veterans Park on April 30. Start a
team or join mine –I would love to have you walk with me. Go to marchforbabies.org for more
information.
March is Youth Art Month. Continue to support your local schools and area students. Attend your
local Helen Farnsworth Mears celebrations.
Federation is Day is coming up in April. Don’t forget to share your Federation Day festivities with us
as well. April 24th marks the 126th anniversary of our great organization. Wear your GFWC apparel
proudly and share our history with everyone you meet.
In honor of spring this year don’t forget about our newest GFWC partner The Nature Generation.
There are many great programs to share with our youth.
Remember – “your life is your message to the world, make sure its inspiring”.

Yours In Federation,
Kristina Higbee
GFWC-WI Director of Junior Clubs

.
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First Vice President – Sue LaBuda

Positions still Available

Do you believe in GFWC? Do you want to
help share your leadership and knowledge? Well you can do
so by taking a board position for the next administration. The
next administration will be starting soon, and I need to fill my
board.
The positions that are still available are as follows:
Arts Department Chairman
Public Issues Department Chairman
Helen Mears Art Contest Chairman
Member Art/Photography Contest Chairman
Legislation Chairman
Co-editor for the Wisconsin Clubwoman magazine
Need two people for each of these committees
Strategic Planning
Budget
Investment
Please note for art contests if we do not get a chairman, we will not have any contests. I to have to
say that, but we need people to step up! For the member Art contest, Janice Curtiss has graciously
volunteered her husband to help work with you! How nice is that! For the Wisconsin Clubwoman,
Michelle Munoz is also graciously willing to work with you! Ladies, now is the time to make a
difference in our state organization!
If you are willing to take a position and know which one you want, you can reach me either by phone
920-231-2168 or 920-216-7656 leave a message or by e-mail suelabuda1@aol.com.
Sue

Pictures Wanted
Calling all clubs!!! We need you to help us put together our PSA announcement for TV. We are
looking for pictures that you may have of your club outing/activity that your club did. These pictures
will help make the PSA announcement possible. The pictures are due April 22, 2016 and can be
sent to Loretta Caron at loretta_caron@sbcglobal.net or mailed to her at:
Loretta Caron
6107 7th Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53143
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Second Vice President – Kim Bruns
REPORTING
Thank you to all the GFWC-WI Club ladies that took the time to report on the projects done
by their clubs in 2015. It is truly wonderful to read about all that the clubs do for their
communities and abroad. You are all amazing and you should be proud of your clubs
accomplishments. Now the fun will be seeing who is selected to win awards at our State
Convention in May or possibly International Convention in June!

State Chairs - a quick reminder – if you have not already done so please send your
selection of the two State Awards to me by 31 March 2016. These awards will be given at
the GFWC-WI 2016 State Convention in May. You may send the State winners either by
mail or email:
ccosco09@gmail.com.
KIM BRUNS
1328 AIKEN CT.
Winthrop Harbor, IL. 60096
262-515-3832
As the 2014-2016 administration draws to a close, I would like to thank the State Chairs and
all they have done in the past 2 years: presenting the GFWC Partners to the Club Women of
GFWC-WI and by preparing the Department reports for the GFWC International Chairs. I
wish all the clubs good luck at the International level and hope that you are pleasantly
surprised by being recognized for what your club has accomplished in 2015.
I look forward to seeing all of you at State Convention for a great time of fun and fellowship!
In federation friendship – Kim Bruns
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JUNIOR DIRECTOR-ELECT - LORETTA CARON
Upcoming events:
April 15th – email me your pictures of your club in action to be considered for the upcoming GFWC-WI PSA TV
ad Email to: Loretta_Caron@sbcglobal.net (that’s an underscore and not a dash). 
May 13th - winner of the 2015 Junior of the Year Award announced at State Convention
Summer, 2016 – GFWC-WI Juniors are having a “Walking Challenge” – see more details in the Club Woman.
Be sure to fill out and send in – the more people that participate, the more money there will be in the prize
pool. This is open to everyone (non-club woman too). This is a great way for you, your club and your district
to possibly earn some $$.

“Average leaders raise the bar on themselves;
Good leaders raise the bar for others;
Great leaders inspire others to raise their own bar.” – Orrin Woodward
.

GFWC-Wisconsin’s President’s Special Project

A big thank you to the clubs that reported under the GFWC-WI President’s
Special Project. You did some awesome things for your schools this last
year. Please keep up the working with your school districts in the years
ahead. GFWC-WI clubwomen are the best. They hear of an area that is in
need and you automatically step forward willing to help fill the gaps.
School funding is always on the chopping block in Wisconsin. Continue to
keep your schools an essential part of your volunteer work in your
communities and in your clubs.

GFWC-WI President’s Special Project
Mary Kaye Ernest, Chairman
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TREASURER UPDATE
2016-2018 Proposed Budget
The Finance Committee has compiled the Proposed Budget for the next
administration. There are increases and decreases to current line items but no new
ones. This will be voted on at the May Convention.
GFWC-WISCONSIN
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2016-2018
INCOME
STATEMENT

Description

Current Period
Transactions

Two Year-To-Date
Amount Budgeted Balance In Budget
Income

Income
4002
4003
4014
6001
6002
6003
6004
6005
6006
6011

Investment Income
Int. Check/Savings/Adjustments
WI's Own Library
CONV/BD Meetings
Visits - Clubs/Districts
Fundraising-State
Dues-GFWC est. 1773 @ $15
Dues-GFWC-WI est. 1773 @ $7
Great Lakes Conference
Endowment Fund

0.00

12,000.00

-12,000.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

20,000.00
300.00
5,000.00
53,190.00
24,822.00

-20,000.00
-300.00
-5,000.00
-53,190.00
-24,822.00

115,312.00

-115,312.00

6012 Web site

6013 Federation Grants
7077 Trees For Tomorrow
CARE

0.00

Total
Carryforward Accounts
Balance
2/1/15

Income

Subtotal

Expenses

Balance
2/1/2015

Health Scholarships
Helen Mears

3,038.88
1,388.08

0.00
0.00

3,038.88
1,388.08

0.00 3,038.88
0.00 1,388.08

Theodora Youmans
ESO
Wisconsin's Own Library

585.31
234.42
7,112.84

0.00
0.00
0.00

585.31
234.42
7,112.84

0.00
585.31
0.00
234.42
0.00 7,112.84

Fund Raising - State
Trees for Tomorrow

4,359.53
2,530.48

0.00
0.00

4,359.53
2,530.48

0.00 4,359.53
0.00 2,530.48
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GFWC – WISCONSIN
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 20162018
EXPENSE STATEMENT
Description
Expenses

4053
4054
4055
4056
4058
4064
6012
6051
6052
6054
6055

Current Period
Transactions

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

2,000.00
4,000.00
4,000.00
800.00
500.00

2,000.00
4,000.00
4,000.00
800.00
500.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

600.00
20,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
53,190.00

600.00
20,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
53,190.00

7052 Postage

0.00

1,100.00

1,100.00

7053
7054
7055
7056
7057
7058

Office Exp. Printing/Copies/Checks/Etc
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

2,000.00
6,500.00
1,200.00
600.00
600.00
600.00

2,000.00
6,500.00
1,200.00
600.00
600.00
600.00

7059
7060
7063
7064
7065
7066

Treasurer
Director of Junior Clubs
Parliamentarian
Fund Raising Chairperson
Federation Promo/Domestic Violence
Dues/Great Lakes

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

600.00
3,500.00
600.00
600.00
1,000.00
100.00

600.00
3,500.00
600.00
600.00
1,000.00
100.00

7067 Liability Ins/Bond

0.00

1,250.00

1,250.00

7070 Corporate Filing Fee
7068 Pres. Elect - Next Admin
7069 Pres. Elect to GFWC
7071 GFWC-W I Gift to GFWC

0.00
0.00
0.00

20.00
1,000.00
1,000.00

20.00
1,000.00
1,000.00

0.00
0.00

500.00
1,200.00

500.00
1,200.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

350.00
50.00
1,500.00
112,460.00

350.00
50.00
1,500.00
112,460.00

7072
7075
7077
7079
7083
8052

Presidents Emphasis
Health Scholarship
Membership & Federation Promo
Helen Mears
Theodora Youmans
WI's Own Library
Website
Conv/BD Meetings
Travel
State Fundraising
Dues to GFWC

Two Year-To-Date
Amount Budgeted Balance In Budget
Expenses

Contingency
GFWC Grants
Trees for Tomorrow
Arts Program Exp
Licensed Raffles Expenses
Leads Candidate
Total Expenses

0.00
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COMMITTEE CHAIR UPDATES
Fundraising & Development
It was good to see many of you at the Winter Workshop held at The Abbey Resort on Lake Geneva. I learn
something new or become better acquainted with someone each time I attend a workshop or convention. I
hope to see even more of you at the Spring Convention in Sturgeon Bay.
We made some money selling tickets on the GFWC red polka dot purse filled with all sorts of GFWC items
plus two posters that featured GFWC headquarters in DC and a historical print. We sold $204 worth of tickets,
and I won the drawing! How about that? No, it was not rigged – just the luck of the draw. The Juniors also
made some money on 50/50 by selling $250 in chances. Laurie Muffler won the draw and took home $125.
During lunch Vivian Probst, guest author of “Death by Roses” gave away two prizes, a bottle of wine to
Mariane Potter and an adorable red spike heel wine holder to Michelle Munoz.
Think “WILD, WACKY, and WONDERFUL WISCONSIN” for the Spring Convention. Pres. Jan Allen asked
every club to bring an item unique to its village/city/club for display. The items will be sold by silent auction.
The item may be displayed alone or made up in a basket with other items. For example, your town might be
known for its bratwurst or cheese curds or a boutique or the library. There should be lots of interesting items
on the table.
The Juniors are sponsoring the apron project. It will be fun to see the variety of aprons returned for bidding at
silent auction. Clever idea.
Let’s also remember to support the GFWC Flower Power Project and It Takes Two gift items. I look forward to
seeing you at the state convention.
Julie Riemenschneider

LEADS – Leadership
GFWC – Wisconsin is certainly blessed with many wonderful women – and this was certainly evident in the 4
ladies who applied to be the 2016 LEADS representative to the International Convention in Baltimore. Each
one of them showed their passion and enthusiasm for GFWC by stepping up in their clubs and districts to
accept leadership roles in an effort to make our organization even stronger.
While each of these members had outstanding credentials, the selection committee had the difficult task of
choosing just one – and that person was Janice Curtiss from the GFWC Plymouth Woman’s Club.
Janice has been a GFWC-WI member since 2007, serving in such roles as President, Vice President, Helen
Mears Chairman and Blood Drive Chairman at the Club level, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President and
President-Elect at the District level as well as serving GFWC-WI as the Art Chairman.
Congratulations Janice on being the Wisconsin LEADS representative in Baltimore – I’m sure you will make us
all proud!
Linda Rundle
GFWC-WI Leadership Chairman
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EDUCATIONThis report is summarizing the educational activities of Wisconsin for the 2014-2016 term. I, as chair,
directed my efforts reinforcing the State Special Project "Our Teachers, Our Schools, Our Future" and
the Junior Director's Project to support the Arts in the classroom. I submitted articles for the GFWC-WI
Club Woman in support of the state projects, led workshops at the fall conferences and followed up on
requests and inquiries. In addition to this, more of an interest was noted for the GFWC ESO Reading
Program. Not only individuals but clubs became interested. I provided the application forms and other
pertinent information for them to follow through. I was pleased that this interest is increasing.
Thirty two GFWC-WI clubs took the time to describe their efforts in the area of Education. It appeared
that scholarships, supporting their local libraries and schools, encouraging students and club
members to attend leadership conferences was the main emphasis for many of the clubs. It was felt
that the clubs of GFWC-WI met the educational challenge AND "Made a Difference".
Gail A. Gillmore, Chair

HOME LIFE –
What an inspiration it was to read all 32 reports submitted by the clubs for the activities in Home Life
for the year 2015. Your commitment to serving your communities with your time, talent, and financial
support amazes us all. There were 144 projects written up. More clubs reported this year and more
projects were completed than in 2014. Keep that up!
Our Home Life Community Service Program partners - Canine Companions for Independence, Easter
Seals, The Heart Truth, and Inside Knowledge: Get the Facts About Gynecologic Cancer Campaign were all supported by you, but only on 14 occasions. More emphasis should be placed by our clubs in
support of these partners. Even a three-minute talk at your meetings, even passing out materials
easily available from our partners or the Home Life chairman, even financial donations to them
- would be reportable and make a positive link for GFWC across the country. Let's make an effort to
do that.
Over 19,600 hours of volunteer service benefited our communities. Over $51,000 in cash and over
$15,000 in-kind donations were reported for an amazing total of over $66,000, and that's just in Home
Life. Congratulations everyone for a job well done.
Nancy Schrap, Home Life Chair
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INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH –
It is my first year as chairperson of the Wisconsin International Outreach
and I very much enjoyed reading the club reports. Two things popped – our
clubwomen increased their volunteer hours in International Outreach projects by 69% from last year!
Also the in kind donations increased by 80% mostly due to the large number of Operation Smile
blankets (138) by just two clubs!
Operation Smile is the most popular Partner Project by far. Almost half of the reported clubs
participate in one way or another with Operation Smile. Wisconsin boasts 11 projects with
Operation Smile.
Thank you to these 23 clubs that reported:
Northern Lights (5): Amery, Ashland, Bloomer, Menomonie and Spooner
Northwoods (2): Rhinelander and Stevens Point
Rolling Hills (6): Hartford Juniors, Hartland, Muskego, Oconomowoc, Oconomowoc Juniors and
Pewaukee
Southern Prairies (3): Blanchardville, Monroe and Pleasant Prairie
Lakeshore (7): Brown Deer, Cedarburg, Greenfield, Past District Officers, Port Washington,
Shorewood and West Allis
Criteria for selections was based on club participation, complete report including number of hours,
inclusion of partners, publicity, impact or reach and clarity of report. Pictures, graphs and if any type
of financial contribution was made were a bonus. I am considering a report form for next year that
will make it easy for clubs to report.
Hope to see you at Convention in Sturgeon Bay!
Sue Bessert, Chairperson
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Helen Farnsworth Mears Art Contest
This year we honor Helen Farnsworth Mears, one of Wisconsin’s greatest artists, on the 100th Anniversary of
her death. She was recognized and encouraged as a young woman by the Milwaukee Women’s Club with a gift
of $500 when her statue, The Genius of Wisconsin, was chosen for the Columbian Exposition in 1893; this
enabled her to further her studies in New York. Ten years after Helen’s untimely death the GFWC-WI Art
Chairman, Mrs. J.F. Conant, began plans to institute a memorial. She presented the idea for the Memorial Art
Contest at the 1927 Winter Board. Today the art contest continues a long tradition of honoring and encouraging
7th and 8th grade student-artists. I believe that the centennial exhibit at the Oshkosh Public Museum, The
Geniuses of Oshkosh, from July 2 – October 15, recognizing Helen and other geniuses of her time, is due, in
part, to the 89 years GFWC-WI club members have enthusiastically supported The Helen Farnsworth Mears Art
Contest throughout the state of Wisconsin.
In my enthusiasm to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the death of Helen Farnsworth Mears, I miscalculated
the anniversary of the Art Contest, knowing that the planning started 10 years after she died. A revised
Anniversary Certificate noting the 100th Anniversary of her passing is ready for the GFWC-WI website. The
Contest actually started the following year in 1927 so we will celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the art contest in
2017. (Please forgive my missing the mark).
As I researched this significant memorial art contest, I found a 30-page speech given 70 years ago by
Annabel H. Crowell (Mrs. C.A. Crowell) Almond, Wisconsin, State Art Chairman, Wisconsin Federation of
Women’s Clubs, 1938-1944 as an informal talk on Art Day for the Stevens Point Woman’s Club, April 29, 1946.
The last paragraph confirms that GFWC-WI’s efforts have been well-placed: “It had always been a dream of
Mary Mears (Helen’s sister) that someday the State of Wisconsin would suitably recognize the outstanding
genius of her sister in sculpture. As time went on and nothing was done I think she lost hope. But she said in a
letter to me that after all, there could be no more fitting memorial than the Helen Farnsworth Mears
contest and no memorial would be more acceptable to Helen herself. It is to be hoped that it may
continue to be a living memorial and that it may bear rich fruit in the lives of Wisconsin boys and girls
for many years to come.” A Talented Family, an account of the Mears Family of Oshkosh, particularly of the
life and works of the Sculptress, Helen Farnsworth Mears.
The search for the elusive medallion appears to have actually been a series of plaques made by Helen. I will
continue the quest so that hopefully one day our state winners will again receive a copy of one of the historic
plaques. I anticipate this will be a banner year for participation in the contest from all our districts honoring the
100th Anniversary of a young, talented artist spurred on her path to greatness through the foresight and help of
the Wisconsin Federated Women’s Clubs. I look forward to a lovely exhibit of winning student artworks in
Sturgeon Bay. Always feel free to contact me with your thoughts.
Shirley Brabender Mattox
smattox@ameritech.net
(920) 233-2833.

GFWC - WI Woman of Achievement Award
Nominate a deserving member of your club.
See information at www.gfwc-wi.org under Awards.
Email Pat at: patzzhl@hotmail.com or
Call: 414-541-8861 for information.
Deadline is postmarked by March 31, 2016.
Mail to: Pat Hladilek - 2213 S. 55th St. West Allis, WI 53219
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$500.00 HEALTH SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
Scholarships are awarded each year by GFWC-WI to Wisconsin graduating high school students and adult students who
are pursuing a career in the health field. The recipients of the scholarships will be notified in late April and will be invited to
and honored at the awards banquet at the GFWC-WI State Convention held at The Lodge at Leathem Smith, Sturgeon
Bay, WI on Saturday, May 14, 2016.
The scholarship is effective the second semester of the school year. The check will be issued jointly to the recipient and
the attending college by the second semester tuition due date.
The application process has changed significantly this year!
The new fillable form (using Word) and very detailed instructions are at GFWC-WI.org Home Page at the Awards &
Scholarships Section. The application and required accompanying documents must be sent via email by APRIL 8, 2016
to the Committee Chairperson, Nancy Dickman. Use the following email address: nancy_dman@msn.com.
All District Presidents received an email February 10, 2016 outlining details for Club Presidents and an information
document to be shared with schools. If you have questions, please contact your District President or the Committee
members, Nancy Dickman and Kris Huss.
A special thanks to Michele Feuhrer for volunteering to help the committee review applications. Many hands make for
lighter work, and her generous offer to help is very much appreciated.

Hello Ladies of GFWC-WI!
Wow! Seems like it was just Christmas and now we are past Valentine’s Day and into Lent.
Hopefully, you all had a decent winter and didn’t suffer any frostbites or hardships.
I want to thank everyone that was able to attend our February workshop at the Abby. Lots of club stuff was discussed and
we had good attendance for Madame President’s seminar on personalities. It has always fascinated me why people think
the way they do. Then we had the first time author. Did anyone read the book and pass it on to another person?
What I am here to tell you is that the GFWC-WI directory has been updated (finally) and the Web-Master has loaded it on
line. If you all would be so kind as to review the items that are import to you and let me know if you have adjustments or
corrections and updates. Possibly, if I have more than 6 changes, I can get them in before the next administration takes
the reins.
Who would have thought this administration would be tunneling into the last part of this term so soon, with things still
needing to be completed. To that I say, a GFWC woman’s work is never done. There is always somebody, some
community, some project, or by-laws and resolutions that can use the GFWC group’s help.
I’ve met some new GFWC-WI ladies that I can call by their first names, then, there are my gals from “North of Hwy 64”.
Thank you, thank you for always somebody making the trip to the workshops and the state conventions.
Everything we all do is important to ourselves, our GFWC-WI counterparts, nationals and inter-nationals. I am looking
forward to seeing as many of you as possible that can make it to the 2016 state convention.
Take care and remember we are all part of the GFWC picture; today and tomorrow and forever.
Gloria C Teifke
GFWC-WI Corresponding Secretary
gtmoney@att.net
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ENTRY FORM
2015 THEODORA YOUMANS CITIZENSHIP AWARD
DEADLINE: APRIL 1, 2016
NAME OF CANDIDATE:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:
EMAIL:
NAME OF SPONSORING CLUB:
CLUB PRESIDENT:
ADDRESS:

PHONE:
EMAIL:

Send three (3) copies of the entry to:
Jan Flood
1832 Illinois Ave.
Stevens Point, WI 54481-3945

Note that the candidate need not be a member of a club. When writing the entry, stress the work done in 2014.
Background information is helpful to the judges but we emphasize the past year’s accomplishments. If the candidate is
an employed person, the work above and beyond the requirements of the employment should be emphasized!
Please include three (3) letters of endorsements.
If your candidate is chosen and if it is possible, please do not let her know that she is to be recognized with this honor.
Please do what you can to get her to convention without telling her why. The surprise element really adds a lot to the
presentation.
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GFWC-WI Junior
Walking Challenge
Lace up your tennis shoes, GFWC-WI Juniors is challenging the women of W isconsin to a walking challenge!
What is a “Walking Challenge” you ask? Wear a pedometer or fit bit for 6 weeks this summer. Report back every
week the number of steps you took for that week. At the end of the 6 weeks we will take an average. The person /
club / district that averages the highest number of steps will win a piece of the prize pool.
Rules:
The Walking Challenge will run from July 6th – August 16th. Note – weeks are Wednesday-Tuesday.
If you are out of town during the summer, it will be easier to get steps reported in a timely manner.
Report the number of steps you took during the week on Wednesday – via email, text, phone call, etc.
Steps will be averaged over the 6 weeks, with your lowest week thrown out – maybe you were in a car on
vacation and not doing much walking.
This is open to anybody!!! Friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc. Just make sure club is marked on entry form.
Cost?? $10 if you have a pedometer/fit bit or $20 if you need a pedometer – just return the “Walking
Challenge” form by the earlier deadline so you can get your pedometer at state convention in May.
Mark down if you are a walker or runner. Walkers don’t want to be battling against a marathon runner.
Prize money will be distributed as such:
o 25% - District averaging the most steps
15% - District with most walkers
o 25% - Club averaging the most steps
15% - Club with most walkers
o 5% - Individual Walker age 65+ average most steps
o 5% - Individual Walker age 50-64 average most steps
o 5% - Individual Walker age <50 average most steps
o 5% - Runner averaging most steps
-

Once you are signed up you will get more details on how to report your numbers each week.
Winners will be announced at Fall Workshop in September. Happy Walking!!

Return by April 22nd (if you need a pedometer) or July 1st (if you DO NOT need a pedometer).
Mail to: GFWC-WI Jr. Treasurer ~ Michelle Munoz ~ 39129 N. Aberdeen Lane ~ Beach Park, IL 60083
Name:
Address:
City:
State:

_

Zip:

Email Address:
Club:
Phone Number:
“X” one in each column
Juniors
□ Walker
□ Runner

Age: □ < 50 Years Old

Amount Enclosed – Check payable to: GFWC-WI

□ 50-64
□ <65+

□ $10
□ $20 (includes pedometer)
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President
I am Susan La Buda, and I will be your state President for GFWC-WI.
I have been a GFWC member for 32 years. I started journey as a GFWC Berlin Junior
Woman’s Club member. And I am currently a member of the GFWC Oshkosh
Woman’s Art’s Club and GFWC Stevens Point Woman’s Club.
My qualifications are as follows: Held all offices when I was a member of the
Berlin Junior Woman’s Club, was GFWC-WI Junior Director- Elect 2000-2002,
GFWC-WI Junior Director 2002-2004. I have held leadership roles in the Old Seventh
district as district junior director, treasurer, 2nd Vice President, 1st Vice President and
district president for Seventh District. Have held secretary, Vice President, district
President position in the Rivers and Lakes District, and currently district Advisor of
Rivers and Lakes. Susan has held a position on the strategic planning committee for
GFWC-WI for 2 terms and has been the Arts collaboration (department) chairman for 2
terms as well Short story and poetry contest chairman for 4 terms. Susan has held the
nd
position of 2 Vice President for GFWC-WI, and currently your 1st Vice President. I have also had positions on the
GFWC National board of directors for 2 terms. One being GFWC Home Life- Immunize Now Chairman and GFWC 1734
Key Pin Chairman for the WHRC Committee.
I live in Oshkosh, with my boyfriend, Paul. We have been together for 7 years. I work part time at Festival
Foods. I have been with Festival Foods for since mid-October. In my spare time, besides volunteering for GFWC, I like
to read, taken a show, being a movie or play, watch my nephews play sports, and watching the Packers and NASCAR,
enjoy cross stitch, love to travel and cooking any good recipe I can find.
I look forward to being your State President. My goals for this administration are increasing attendance at state
meetings, I have listened to your requests on what you are looking for as far as where meetings are to be held. I am hoping
to draw you in as to what I have planned as far as speakers/workshops etc. The next goal is to increase membership in our
state, now I cannot do this alone, so we will need everyone’s help. I hate to see this great organization lose a lot of
members and our state just have a hand full of clubs! Communication is the next goal I would like to achieve in this
organization, I have heard your concerns on communication throughout the organization and I am hoping with the new
communication committee we can achieve these goals. So together “Let’s do This!”

Second Vice President
Abby Lorenz of Oconomowoc has served as President of the Woman’s Club of
Pewaukee (2012-2015) and is currently President of the Rolling Hills District for GFWCWI. Other organizations she serves on the Board of Directors for include the Pewaukee
Area Arts Council (President) and the Wisconsin Philharmonic Orchestra (Vice
President). Besides raising funds for nonprofits in her community by serving as an Event
Planner, Abby is a professional musician, directing the Civic Broadway Singers and is
Music Director of Jerusalem Presbyterian Church in Wales, WI. In her spare time, Abby
loves horseback riding, boating and water skiing. She and her “high school sweetheart”
husband, Kent, have two grown children (Tyler and Kelsey) and reside on Middle
Genesee Lake in Oconomowoc along with their two cats, Bailey and Sadie.
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First Vice President
Deb Brossard
- Joined the GFWC Beloit Junior Woman’s Club in
1990; joined Beloit Federation of
Women (early 2000’s)
- Club level involvement
o Various committee memberships (bylaws,
budget, donations, nominating)
o Ways and Means Chairman
o Home Life Chairman
o Education Chairman
o Recording Secretary
o Vice President
o President of the BJWC Club (twice) and President of the Beloit Federation of
Women (once)
- District level involvement (Southern Prairies, formerly 1st District)
o Vice President
o President
- State level involvement
o Junior Special Project Chairman (several administrations)
o Webmaster for gfwc-wi.org (several administrations)
o Wisconsin State Director of Junior Clubs (2004-06)
- Great Lakes Region Involvement
o Convention Co-Chairman
o Fund Raising Co-Chairman
o Standing Rules Committee member (2016-18)
-

Joined the GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club in August, 2015
o Active member participating in several club projects
 Food pantry distribution
 Food for the Mind (book distribution)
 NATH/Food Pantry fundraiser-bake sale
 Community Table waitress
Deb has been married to Richard for 35 years and has a son Bradley.
She is recently retired from the School District of Beloit in June 2015.
After retirement they permanently relocated from Beloit to Bearskin Lake in Harshaw, WI.
She is very excited to return to being actively involved in GFWC-WI
Her hobbies are: Cooking, Reading, Snowshoeing, Yoga and Zumba
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Corresponding Secretary
GFWC – WI Corresponding Secretary Candidate
Janice Curtiss
I have lived in Wisconsin all my life, 33 years of that in Plymouth. I’m married to Scott and
have four grown children Lilly 33, Michael 29, Dayvin 26 and Katie 22. We have been
blessed with 6, soon to be 7 grandchildren. One boy and 6 future GFWC members! I enjoy
spending time with family and friends, taking care of my grandchildren, all arts and crafts,
knitting, crocheting, sewing, quilting, music, singing and volunteering for my community.
I joined GFWC Plymouth Woman’s Club in 2007 after being a recipient of their yard of the
month. I have served as the Club Vice President, President and have served as Chairman of
numerous Committees. At the District level I was Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President and
will be the Rivers and Lakes District President for the 2016-2018 term. At the State level I
have served as the Member Arts and Photography Chairman since 2012.
Outside of GFWC, I have been involved in Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venture Crew, Rainbow Kids, Conformation Coach,
Sunday School Teacher, Vacation Bible School Teacher, Youth Fellowship Leader, Mothers Group, Amputee Support
Group, HCE (Home & Community Education) Pretty Good Eggs, Head Start Volunteer and WI Bookworm Reader.
I believe in lifelong learning! I have education and degrees in the following areas: Cosmetology, Cosmetology Instructor
with an adult education degree, Daycare Teacher, CNA, Certified Developer, Interior Decorator with my own business for
almost 15 years and CDL/School Bus Driver. It’s what I like to call Jack of all Trades and Master of Some!
I have a passion for GFWC…it has given to me more than I have put in! I can’t wait to see what the future holds. I look
forward to working with all of you.

Treasurer
Susan Bednarek
I am running for the position of Treasurer for GFWC-WI. I have been a member of
GFWC-WI Princeton Woman’s Club since 2004; Club President since 2010. I have
served as corresponding secretary for the old district seven in 2006-2008, Rivers &
Lakes district secretary 2012-2014 and treasurer 2014-2016. Committee that I have
served on; the club level, Bowl-a-thon, Ped bag Bowl-a-thon, and community
spokesperson. On the state level I am currently serving on the strategic planning and
nominating committee as well as being the state photographer. I also represented the
state of Wisconsin as the LEADS candidate in 2015.
I live in Princeton, with my parents, our miniature schnauzer, Daisy Mae and two cats,
Rascal and Sweetness. I work as an office assistant for Med Van Transport in Neshkoro.
When I am not working or doing volunteering I enjoy reading, crocheting, playing on
the computer and spending time with my family, specially my great-niece Elliana.
I am looking forward to serving as your GFWC-WI treasurer.
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Junior Director
Loretta Caron, a member of the Kenosha Junior Woman’s Club for the past 11
years, and looking forward to serve as Wisconsin’s Director of Junior Clubs
(2016-2018). I have held various positions at my club including President,
Treasurer, Ways and Means Chair, Social Chair, Wine Tasting Fundraising Chair,
and Craft Show Chair. At the state level I have been Junior Membership Chair,
Wisconsin’s candidate for LEADS (2013) and currently Director-Elect where I
have learned a lot.
I am married to my husband, Richard, for 30 years (in June). We moved to
Wisconsin over 11 years ago purchasing a dilapidated historical mansion (Bain
Manor). We are still renovating the “money pit” and hope to convert it to a B&B
someday. We share the house with our two furry kids (Rocky and Tasha) – Maine
Coon cats. When we first moved to Kenosha I worked for a large market research
company in Chicago where I took the train everyday (great way to meet future club woman). A little over a year ago, I
changed jobs and currently work at a boutique market research company in Park Ridge, IL as Data Processing Director.
When I’m not commuting or working on the house, I enjoy antiquing, reading, watching TV, thinking up ideas for our
Halloween Party and organizing the annual Bain Manor Holiday Open House.
I am looking forward to see what the next two years holds as Director of Junior Clubs for Wisconsin.

ELECTION of CLUB OFFICER Form

Fellow Clubwomen, soon it will be start of a new administration, and you will be electing
new officers in your club. So the state needs to know who they are just in case we need to
contact one of your officers. This information will be used in the state directory on the
website. As soon as you have an election, please fill out this form and send it to me either by
mail or e-mail to:
Susan La Buda
393 N Westhaven Dr. - Apt I 104
Oshkosh, WI 54904
E-mail: suelabuda1@aol.com.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.
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Notice of Election of Officers – To be used for the 2017 Club Year
Please fill out and return immediately after election of officers for the next year and mail by June 1, 2016 to:
Susan La Buda
393 N Westhaven Dr. - Apt I 104
Oshkosh, WI 54904-5411

Date __________ Number of club members__________________________
Name of club ___________________________________________________
City________________________ District ___________________________
Name of President _______________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________
Phone# ___________________ E-Mail Address ________________________
Name of Vice President _____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
Name of Secretary __________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
Name of Treasurer __________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
If there is no election list the current officers as this information is needed to keep
District and State files up to date
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GFWC-WISCONSIN GUEST SPEAKER

Suellen B. Brazil
GFWC Treasurer
Bio
Suellen Brazil, GFWC Treasurer, has applied the organizational perspective,
financial expertise and collaborative skills that 43 years of diverse leadership
experience have taught her.
From 1980-84, Suellen served first as GFWC Alabama Director of Junior Clubs
and later as GFWC Junior Education Chairman. In 1985 Suellen became HOBY
International Leadership Seminar National Volunteer Chairman and then Region Director. These roles led
to 12 years of national service to – accompanied by extensive growth within– the Hugh O’Brian Youth
Foundation.
During 40 years on the GFWC Alabama Board, Suellen served in all appointed/elected offices
including GFWC Alabama State President (1998-2000) where policy improvements she championed
continue to impact Alabama today. She has organized exceptional training opportunities as State
Leadership Chairman, including recent seminars at the Alabama State Capitol.
After serving as state president, Suellen successfully led the GFWC Safety program, Credentials
committee, and GFWC Southern Region as treasurer, secretary, vice president, and president. As
president, she visited the Woman’s Club of Aruba to welcome them to Southern Region. As chair of
the GFWC Leadership Committee in 2012-14, she oversaw a 73% increase in GFWC State LEADS
programs.
A native Alabamian, she and husband Billy have two sons. In 2014 Suellen retired from Baldwin County
Schools after 44 years – her final position being Executive Elementary Administrator supervising 28
elementary schools and 18,000 students. Working with domestic violence prevention, Honor Flight
Alabama, and GFWC local keeps her closely connected to grassroots service.
I am pleased to introduce Suellen Brazil – a GFWC clubwoman with vision, stellar leadership, high
energy, and unwavering dedication.
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Room Rate and Cut-off Date
Hotel Registration:
The Lodge at Leatham Smith
1640 Memorial Drive
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

$99.00 plus tax per night
Mention GFWC-WI when registering
920-743-5555
Rate based on double occupancy
$15 per extra person in the same room
Deadline - April 22nd

Location:
Follow signs for 42/57
Turn right on Maple Avenue
Turn fight on 3rd Street
Look for Memorial Drive

Wonderful, Wild and Wacky Wisconsin Fundraiser
Let’s celebrate all things Wisconsin! At Convention – on Saturday – we will have
a silent auction on wonderful, wild and wacky items from and about Wisconsin.
We need your help! We are asking every club to bring to Convention an item
representing Wisconsin to be donated to the auction – cheese, sausage, beer,
Packers gear, Brewers’ paraphernalia, boat rides, lake stuff…you get the picture.
Be sure to add a note with a description of the item, a value, and your club
name. Track down Julie Riemenschneider – our Fundraising Chair. She will
gather all the items and put them out on display Saturday morning. You will be
able to bid all Saturday morning and over lunch.
Let’s have some fun!
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GFWC – WISCONSIN
LEGISLATION and PUBLIC POLICY
Thank you to the clubs who submitted reports for the Legislation and Policy Committee! As the administration
comes to a close, I thank all the clubwomen who attended the advocacy presentation last February and whose work
in public policy strengthens the work of our Federation.
You all advocate, all the time! When your club identifies an issue that “matches” existing GFWC and/or GFWC-WI
Resolutions, take just a brief moment to contact your legislator, school board, mayor, principal – you name it. A
single outreach can make a big difference, and we can leverage our Federation membership to help make changes.
Note: Do contact me if you are in doubt about whether your issue is appropriately aligned with existing
Resolutions. It is important that we distinguish what a club or individual may represent under our Federation
versus as an individual citizen.
During this active election season, I thought I would highlight some of the terrific resources available through our
national federation. These are mainly related to federal advocacy, but watch for a future article on state tips.
Thanks for all you do, and contact me any time.
In Federation, Kia LaBracke, 262.751.7003, KLaBracke@wi.rr.com

GFWC.org

I.

GFWC Advocacy in Action Center
http://cqrcengage.com/gfwc/Advocacy

View letters of support from GFWC, subscribe to the Advocacy in Action email list, and more
through this link.
In accordance with the resolutions adopted by the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, GFWC
often joins other national organizations to urge congressional or federal agency action on a
particular matter. These letters, in addition to individual clubwomen contacting their members of
Congress directly through the Legislative Action Center, result in a national network of grassroots
advocates working together to improve the lives of club members, their communities, our nation,
and globally. This is GFWC advocacy in action.
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GFWC – WISCONSIN
LEGISLATION and PUBLIC POLICY – cont.

II.

ADAPTED From the GFWC 2014-2016 Club Manual: Advocacy In Action
http://www.gfwc.org/gfwc-resources/
Filed under the letter “L” for “Legislative”

Ways to Guide GFWC Public Policy Positions






Educate club members on GFWC and GFW-WI Resolutions.
Involve club members in developing GFWC policy positions by participating in the resolutions
process of the Wisconsin Federation and GFWC.
Encourage your club members to subscribe to legislative action alerts through the GFWC
Legislative Action Center
Read and discuss proposed resolutions and amendments published in the Call to Convention for
both the Wisconsin and GFWC Annual Conventions.
Send a club delegate to meet with your elected State officers about club positions on public
policy issues.

Advocacy Do’s and Don’ts
As a nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization, GFWC and members of the GFWC-Wisconsin may advocate for or
against specific issues, but by law cannot endorse or oppose candidates. You can certainly support
candidates as an individual, but not on behalf of GFWC or GFWC-Wisconsin.
DO:







Advocate for various bills, issues, and ballot measures.
Take action by contacting elected officials through the Legislative Action Center
Volunteer and attend voter registration drives.
Hold nonpartisan public education sessions about political issues.
Sponsor candidate forums, ensuring that all candidates are formally invited to participate.
Educate all candidates on GFWC and GFWC-Wisconsin Resolutions.

DON’T:






Endorse or oppose a candidate or political party.
Oppose GFWC Resolutions.*
Use official club funds, facilities, in-kind donations, publications, or activities on behalf of a
candidate or political party.
Ask candidates to sign a pledge on any issue.
Increase the volume or amount of incumbent criticism as election time approaches.
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GFWC – WISCONSIN
LEGISLATION and PUBLIC POLICY – cont.
A state federation that has a differing opinion on any adopted resolutions may register a minority opinion with GFWC. If a
State Federation takes legislative action on an issue that it has a minority opinion on, it must clearly state that its action
represents the GFWC minority vote.
Only with a resolution on the books can GFWC advocate for or against an issue. Resolutions can be used as tools for
advocating important issues at the local, state, and national levels. If a particular subject is not addressed by a resolution,
members cannot use GFWC’s support to advocate for or against the issue, but may advocate as concerned individuals.

III.

General tips:


Instructions on appropriate ways to address legislators and their aides.
o Legislative aides often hold the key to being heard. Every legislator can’t listen to
every issue. If you convince the aide, the information will get through to the legislator.
o Tell a story! Personal stories, rather than presenting facts and figures, are the most
convincing. If you have a constituent who can provide a testimonial, engage that person
to also participate with you. This is especially powerful if you can find a topic expert –
physician, engineer, educator – when the topic affects them.
o Be polite and respectful. We are passionate about issues, but we will get nowhere if we
appear hotheaded.
o Know your legislation, bill number and current status. It’s difficult even for
legislators and aides to track all the bills floating around at any given time. It only helps
your cause to be able to reference the legislation by its formal number and “relating to”
sentence.
o Know your organization and explain why you are interested/invested. The reason
you’re there is to represent your club/Federation’s policy. You need to be able to explain
the background clearly.
o Do some homework on the legislator, what they care about and what legislation
they’ve introduced. If you can find a relevant connection – community member,
business colleague, a story that resonates with this legislator personally – you increase
your chances for success.
o Remember, you are a constituent! You decide, by your vote, whether this person is in
office or not. Her/his job is to listen to you and represent the concerns and opinions you
have. It is said that one contact represents approximately 200 constituents. You have
power in the situation.
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Resolutions
The Resolutions Committee reviewed the following resolutions for 2015-2016:
Arts – None
Conservation – 3,7,8,9
Education – 3
Home Life – 6
Public Issues – 4,5,12,13,16,18,22,30,33,34
Public Issues – 20 –was sent back to committee at the Annual Convention in May of 2015 to be
revised. Included is the Resolutions Committee 2nd revision.

The Committee reported the resolutions for amendment to the Executive Committee at their
January meeting and were brought before the GFWC-WI Board of Directors meeting at the
2016 Winter Workshop for reading only. The next step is to publish the resolutions for
amendment in the Clubwoman along with the “Call to the 2016 Annual Convention”. Finally,
the resolutions for amendment will be brought forward to the Board of Directors for discussion
and a vote at the Annual Convention.
Respectfully submitted by,
Kathy Reffue
Resolutions Committee Chairman

Suggested Resolution Changes for 2015-2016
CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT
7. WATER POLLUTION –
WHEREAS, one of Wisconsin’s most important natural resources is WATER, and we must
protect it; and
WHEREAS, The health and welfare of future generations of this nation will depend directly
upon the availability of an extensive supply of clean fresh water; and
WHEREAS, The people of the nation have the right to the enjoyment of clean and unpolluted
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lakes, rivers and streams, both for aesthetic and recreational enjoyment; and
WHEREAS, There are many practices in our society at present, whether committed in
ignorance or knowingly, by private individuals or corporate bodies, which threaten our
waterways with escalating pollution; therefore
RESOLVED, That the GFWC-Wisconsin strongly opposes any and all activities which tend to
degrade the quality of the waters of this nation, whether by processes which increase
sedimentation or poison and pollute the waters, undermining their natural life-sustaining
character; and further
RESOLVED, That the GFWC-Wisconsin supports a strong Clean Water Act at the national level
and works for state and local legislation that will improve water quality.
Change:
1st RESOLVED, That the GFWC-Wisconsin strongly opposes any and all activities which tend to
degrade the quality of the waters of this nation, whether by using processes which increase
sedimentation, or poisons and pollutes the waters, undermining their natural life-sustaining
character; and further
RATIONALE: to clean up the language
HOME LIFE
6. JUVENILE SMOKING
WHEREAS, We deem it important to discourage young people from smoking because of the
known medical evidence of its long-range serious effects on health; therefore
RESOLVED, That the GFWC-Wisconsin encourages local school boards to stress educational
material to the grade school level concerning the health problems connected with smoking.
CHANGE:
2nd RESOLVED, With the introduction of E cigarettes (known as vaping) that are flavor made to
entice children to smoke, should be included in anti-smoking education as they also contain
carcinogens.
RATIONALE: To expand to include new information
PUBLIC ISSUES
30. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES FOR CHILDREN (EMSC)
WHEREAS, The General Federation of Women’s Clubs is concerned with the health and well32

being of all children, especially in an emergency situation; and
WHEREAS, The GFWC and GFWC-Wisconsin have well established programs with the
Emergency Medical Services of Children (EMSC) organization; and
WHEREAS, It is an established fact that only a minimal amount of pediatric ambulance
equipment is required by state law compared to equipment mandated for adults; and
WHEREAS, By definition a “pediatric patient” spans a large size and age range from infant to
teenager, making the spectrum of types and sizes of equipment required far more complex
than for adults; and
WHEREAS, EMSC’s recommended pediatric ambulance supply lists include a greater number
and variety of items than are currently mandated by the State of Wisconsin; and
WHEREAS, Current Wisconsin laws do not even require ambulances to carry child safety seats
on board; and
WHEREAS, Current Wisconsin laws governing the equipment mandated for use by emergency
medical services are included under the TRANS309 statutes(Transportation Committee);
therefore
RESOLVED, That the GFWC-Wisconsin advocate the reopening of the TRANS309 statutes to reexamine whether the needs of pediatric patients are being met.
CHANGE:
Add a Whereas in-between the 2nd and 3rd Whereas:
WHEREAS, The GFWC-Wisconsin has supplied 99 % of the ambulances in Wisconsin with
Pediatric bags which exceeds the recommended supply list; and
RATIONALE: to update and include what GFWC-Wisconsin has done with Pediatric Bags.
This Resolution was reviewed and brought forward by the Resolutions Committee to the
GFWC-WI Board of Directors in May of 2015.
PUBLIC ISSUES
20. SCHOOL VIOLENCE
WHEREAS, Youths are carrying weapons and other destructive devices to school; and
WHEREAS, Students are being physically attacked by their peers on school premises, and
teachers are being threatened and assaulted; and
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WHEREAS, Juvenile arrests for violent offenses are increasing; therefore
RESOLVED, That the GFWC-Wisconsin join Wisconsin Education Association Council to create a
safer school environment including clear disciplinary measures, parenting skills training and
support groups for parents of disruptive/troubled children, and after-school programs for atrisk students.
Change:
2nd WHEREAS, Students are being physically attacked and/or killed by their peers on school
premises, and teachers are being threatened, assaulted and/or killed; and
2nd RESOLVED, That the individual GFWC-Wisconsin clubs work with their local school district
and groups such as the PTA and the Home School Association to promote a safe school
environment.
RATIONALE: to expand to emphasize the seriousness of violence and working with local school
districts.

The Resolution was sent back to committee at the Annual Convention in May of 2015 to be
revised.
This is the Resolutions Committee 2nd revision.
PUBLIC ISSUES
20. SCHOOL VIOLENCE
WHEREAS, Youths are carrying weapons and other destructive devices to school; and
WHEREAS, Students are being physically attacked by their peers on school premises, and
teachers are being threatened and assaulted; and
WHEREAS, Juvenile arrests for violent offenses are increasing; therefore
RESOLVED, That the GFWC-Wisconsin join Wisconsin Education Association Council to create a
safer school environment including clear disciplinary measures, parenting skills training and
support groups for parents of disruptive/troubled children, and after-school programs for atrisk students.
Change:
2nd WHEREAS, Students are being physically attacked and/or fatally injured by their peers on
school premises, and teachers are being threatened, assaulted and/or fatally injured; and
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1st RESOLVED, That the GFWC-Wisconsin supports creating a safer school environment
including clear disciplinary measures, parenting skills training and support groups for parents of
disruptive/troubled children, and after-school programs for at-risk students; and
2nd RESOLVED, It is encouraged that the individual GFWC-Wisconsin clubs work with their local
school district and groups such as the PTA, law enforcement agencies and other various
organizations within their county to promote a safe school environment.
RATIONALE: to expand to emphasize the seriousness of violence and working with local school
districts and various organizations within each county.

GFWC-WI BYLAW CHANGES
These are the changes to the Bylaws that were approved by the Board of Directors at the Winter Board
Meeting to be advanced to the Annual Meeting in May where they will be voted on for adoption.
ARTICLE III – Officers of the Corporation
Section 1 – Add after Director of Junior Clubs. – “These officers shall comprise the Executive Committee”.
Section 1 would then read
Section 1 – The officers of GFWC-WI shall consist of President, First Vice President, Second Vice President,
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and the Director of Junior Clubs. These officers shall
comprise the Executive Committee. No person can hold more than one GFWC-WI office during an
administration.
{Rational: References to the Executive Committee is made in the Bylaws but not spelled out who comprises the
Committee.}
ARTICLE XVI- Community Service Programs
Add as Section 2 – The chairmen of these programs shall be appointed by the President with the approval of
the Executive Board.
(Rational – nothing is indicated in the Bylaws where the chairmen come from}
Current Section 2 then will become Section 3
ARTICLE VI –Junior, Juniorette, Collegiate and Member-at-Large Clubs. Section 5 is mislabeled “4”
ARTICLE XVII – Section 12 – add “It shall be each chairperson’s duty to prepare information on her program,”
ARTICLE XVII would then read –“The Theodora Youman Citizenship Award Chairman and the Woman
Achievement Chairman shall be appointed by the President with Executive Committee approval. It shall be
each chairperson’s duty to prepare information on her program, nomination blanks for the clubs and to select,
with the approval of the Executive Committee, three judges from outside Federation membership to judge the
entries.”
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AROUND WISCONSIN – CLUB PROJECTS

History Comes Alive

The Amery Community had an opportunity on March 7 to take a tour of the Women's History wing of Madame Tussaud's
Wax Museum. At one of our local restaurants, in celebration of Women's History month, a group of Amery Woman's
Club volunteers used their creativity, humor, and skills to bring forth ten women from the past. Artist Madame Marie
Tussaud herself brought forth the images as we watched them come to life and provide the large audience with
extraordinary glimpses of who these fascinating women were.
After meeting Marie, the museum tour began with the serene Sakakawea and her amazing tales of exploration with
Lewis and Clark. She was followed by Sojourner Truth, the freed African American slave who worked both for
emancipation and equal rights for women. Next Annie Oakley appeared and wowed us with her expert marksmanship.
History marched on to the most famous Eleanor Roosevelt who delighted the audience with tales from her life. And then
things got a bit raucous when Julia Child shared her humor and cooking skills explaining how her famous French beef
bourguinon could be made with chicken. But the crowd was calmed when Kate Smith sang the song Irving Berlin wrote
for her, “God Bless America” and everyone joined in. And of course there was an outstanding athlete. The audience
observed Marie interview Babe Zaharias. Babe told not only of her golfing feats but her basketball and tennis success as
well. And finally, two living and well known women enlightened everyone. Sandra Day O'Connor, in her court robes,
shared experiences behind the scenes of a supreme court. Wrapping up the evening was Gloria Steinem who after
collecting a bag of bras to burn, reminded everyone of the importance of voting to gain equal rights for women.
The evening was both entertaining and educational. A few questions after proved the audience was engaged. Everyone
left with a smile on their face.
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Plymouth Woman’s Club

GFWC Plymouth Woman's Club had a wonderful time at our Show and Share Luncheon. Everyone
brought an antique to show and share a story about their item. Great way to learn new things!

The Plymouth Woman's Club presented a Quilt of Valor to Victor Krahn WWII Veteran and 4 time Purple
Heart recipient at the Plymouth VFW Social on January 19th
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Brown Deer Woman’s Club Celebrates 60 Years!

The GFWC Brown Deer Woman’s Club (BDWC) is celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2015. And this energetic
group of women has stayed true to its purpose for six decades, giving back to the community in a variety of
ways to impact education and improve the quality of life for Brown Deer citizens. The group also supports state,
national and international causes.
The BDWC was first organized in August 1955 and became affiliated with the General Federation of Woman’s
Clubs (GFWC) in October 1955. Membership is open to any woman interested in promoting the improvement
and development of the educational, cultural, environmental and civic activities of the community. Luncheon
meetings with interesting speakers are held once a month (September through May), and prospective members
and guests are always welcome. Fundraising activities to support the group’s charitable donations include an
annual fall card party and a spring style show and luncheon.
In the past 60 years, BDWC has invested thousands of dollars in the community by providing scholarships to
Brown Deer High School students, making donations to the Brown Deer Police Department and North Shore
Fire Department, and supporting the Brown Deer Park and Recreation Department. Additional recipients of
BDWC support include the Brown Deer Public Library, Brown Deer School District, the Village Beautification
Committee and the Brown Deer Historical Society. Assistance is also offered to local area shelters for victims of
domestic violence (a state and national philanthropy of the organization). Plus, items of need are given to
“Operation Smile,” an international organization that sends doctors and other medical personnel to Third World
countries to repair facial abnormalities in children.
According to board member D’Ann Malloy, “Our group represents women from all walks of life who take great
pride in making a difference in the community, as well as regionally and beyond.” Malloy also points out that
many women have been involved in the organization for decades. “Our meetings and fundraising events are
always great fun, and provide
enjoyable exchanges for our members,” she adds.
The Brown Deer Woman’s Club has had a longstanding impact on education, community and citizenship in
Brown Deer. The Village thanks them for their many contributions and looks forward to their continued service
to the Village.
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The General Fedaration of Woman’s Club of Princeton Holiday project for 2015

(Left) - President Susan Bednarek presented a check to Cheryl Marciniak, Program Director at the Christine Ann Center.
(Right) - President Susan Bednarek donated hats that she crocheted to the Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin and St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital. Pictured is President Bednarek and Gina Schwebke from the Children’s Hospital of
Wisconsin.

GFWC Shorewood

GFWC Shorewood had a gala celebration of its 80th anniversary on March 15 with more than 80 members and guests
enjoying not only the bountiful tea but music of all those decades as sung by Ellie Quint followed by Jessica Michna as the
Appalachian Woman. Special guests GFWC WI President Jan Allen and Linda Brown, Lakeshore President , joined the
many other club presidents in sharing the day. On display, the charter, very old scrapbooks, and the beautiful
proclamations from GFWC and the Village of Shorewood.
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MEMORIAL SERVICE - REMINDER
There will be a memorial service at the May 2016 Convention to recognize
members who have completed their club service and are now enjoying the
fruits of their labor. Please contact Kris Huss with your dear member’s name,
dates of club service and any other information you would like to include. The
service will be sometime during the convention and will be brief but reverent
to honor these women.
Email to: ghuss@wi.rr.com
TRAIL MAIL TO: Kris Huss
W175 S7115 Lake Drive, Muskego, WI 53150.
Any questions please call Kris @262-949-0072.

Executive Committee
2014-2016 Officers

President
Jan Allen
N41W28591 Imperial Drive
Pewaukee, WI 53072
home 262-361-4069
cell 414/750-8606
allen3@uwm.edu

Recording Secretary
Barbara Pontow
1460 Morning Glory Dr.
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-6034
pontow6034@charter.net

President-Elect
Sue La Buda

Corresponding Secretary
Gloria Teifke
W2051 N16463 Cranberry Ck Ln
Jackson, WI 53037
Gloria.teifke@meridianresource.com

393 N. Westhaven Dr. Apt 104

Oshkosh, WI 54904
920-231-2168
suelabuda1@aol.com
Second Vice President
Kim Bruns
1328 Aiken Ct.
Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096
262-515-3832 cell
ccosco09@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Kristine Huss
W175 S7115 Lake Dr.
Muskego, WI 53150
ghuss@wi.rr.com
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Director of Junior Clubs
Kristina Higbee
W1506 County Road O
Occnomowoc, WI 53066
khigs@voyager.net

Parliamentarian
Pat Mueller
3225 N Bartlett Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53211
mkepat@aol.com

Attention All Club Members:
Please submit articles and pictures of your clubs activities. Please email
Michelle Munoz, 39129 N Aberdeen Lane, Beach Park, IL 60083
chellemunoz@hotmail.com Thank you in advance!

Does your club have a
Facebook page
Tell us about it
Look for other GFWC-WI Clubs
on Facebook and Like them

Do you want to be notified via Email when current issues of The
Wisconsin Clubwoman Sign Up for Newsletter Updates at
www.gfwc-wi.org/wisconsin-clubwoman/
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WISCONSIN CLUBWOMAN

39129 N Aberdeen Ln
Beach Park, IL 60083

The WISCONSIN CLUBWOMAN,
official publication of the GFWC-WI,
is published three times a year

Editor:
Phone:
Email:

Michelle Munoz
847.910.8698

chellemunoz@hotmail.com
Editorial Board: Executive Committee

CHANGE OF EMAIL FORM
PLEASE SEND ANY EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES TO:

Michelle Munoz: chellemunoz@hotmail.com
Name

New Email Address:

Club Name:

GFWC Clubwoman
At only $10.00 per year, GFWC CLUBW OMAN, your national bi-monthly magazine, is a real bargain.
Please (check one)
Begin,
Renew, my subscription to GFWC CLUBWOMAN.
1 year (six issues) / $10.00
Overseas / $20.00
Special rate for 100% club subscriptions
1 year / $8.00

Your Name
Name of Club
Street
City
State, Zip

Send to: SYSTEMS MANAGER, GFWC, 1734 N STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20036-2990
Make Checks Payable to: GFWC
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