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Wow, its official - I am your new state president.  Just returned from Baltimore, 

Maryland, had a great time.  Met some new people, visited with friends from around 

the country.  Ate some crab, took a boat cruise, did some Zumba, played the African 

drums, attended workshops and meetings.  Loretta will fill you in more on what 

happened in Baltimore and what awards we won. 

Fall workshop will be here before you know it!  Do you have your registration in yet?  A copy of the 

call will be in this issue of clubwoman magazine. I am looking forward to seeing all of you in Green 

Lake at the Green Lake conference center, on September 9th and 10th. The General Session will start 

at 3:00pm on Friday afternoon and we will end on Saturday afternoon. Yes, we have breaks, learn 

some new things, listen to speakers, laugh, and share ideas and maybe sneak in a tour of the grounds. 

Speakers will be Becky Weber GFWC legislation chairman, Ron Schmitz, author/cartoonist, Andrew 

from Wisconsin Own Library, reporting workshop- ñHow to write that award winning reportò 

There will be a special meeting for the eight clubs that applied for the 501(c)(3) designation. As Paula 

represented you at the meeting, she would like to meet and tell you what changes your club will have 

to make to your by-laws. Please make sure these clubs attend: Stevens Point, Edgerton, Shorewood, 

Plymouth, Princeton, Kenosha, Monroe and Blanchardville. 

I am looking for a state photographer to take pictures at state meetings. Since Sue Bednarek was our 

state photographer the past two years and is now your state treasurer. Any club member who has the 

talent with a camera and would be willing to take pictures. Please let me know. 

An update on the 2017 State Convention in Eau Claire; we had to change the venue. I had originally 

booked The Plaza hotel, and the hotel was sold and the last day of operation will be October 31, 

2016. So we are still having the convention in Eau Claire, with help from Linda Rundle we are now 

holding the convention at the Holiday Inn in Eau Claire, on May 18th, 19th and 20th. 

By the time you read this article the club manual for 2016-2018 administration should be available 

on-line the gfwc.org website.  The latest would be August 1st. 

Ladies, now is the time to start thinking of your clubs nominee for Jenny 

June award. The deadline will be here before you know it! 

I look forward to seeing everyone at Fall workshop! Together we can 

accomplish great things!  

ñLetôs do thisò!  

Sue  

 

 
 

GFWC ï WI PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi3xYuft-TNAhWh1IMKHa4fBfQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.firethepope.com/the-wisdom-of-jiminy-cricket/&psig=AFQjCNFvDfL6B3ixnlRCvx7nwBQ74rtM1g&ust=1468086607702200
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 Greetings GFWC-WI clubwomen!  
άWŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŀŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƴŜέΧ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ άƳŀǎǘŜǊέ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

roles I will be fulfilling as your GFWC-WI 1st Vice President for the next two 

years. It should be an exciting time. I understand that I am on six standing 

committees, serving as chair for two of these six. As chair of the Membership 

committee, my main focus will be on retaining current GFWC-WI clubs and 

fostering new ones as the opportunities present themselves. If any club is 

struggling to retain or grow their membership, I hope they will keep me in mind 

as a valuable resource. Should anyone have a lead on potential new clubs, please contact me as well and I 

will do my best to assist in that effort. As chair of the Budget committee, I will work with the members to 

make sound, fiscal decisions that keeps GFWC-WI in a solvent financial standing. I look forward to re-

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛȊƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ōȅƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ 

committee, interpreting and revising this foundation as is necessary. The remaining three committees on 

which I will serve, Communications, Strategic Planning, and Investment, are all chaired by knowledgeable and 

capable GFWC-WI clubwomen and I will count on them to steer us in the right direction, allowing our 

organization to remain vibrant, healthy, and sustainable. In summary, it looks like I am going to be a very 

busy gal, grateful that I now have the time and energy to return full force, as one of your leaders, to the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ of women volunteers! Thanks for your faith in me. I hope to do you 

proud!  

The 2016-18 administrationôs Presidentôs Special project is supporting cancer treatment and research. 

Clubs can help out with this project in their communities by participating in local walks, supporting 

local facilities by providing chemo/radiation therapy patients with comfort item care packages, a 

rotating library, prayer shawls, knitted caps and lap blankets.  Cancer treatment centers are becoming 

more prevalent in our communities, which means more people are inflicted with this devastating 

disease.  Letôs make a difference in our communities by comforting our fellow community members 

as they go through treatments.  Sue will be updating us with more details in the next edition of WI-

Clubwoman.  

 

 

 

First Vice President ï Deb Brossard 

GFWC-Wisconsinôs Presidentôs Special Project 
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We got things under way already with the first fundraiser starting on July 6th and 

running (or should I say walking) for 6 weeks ï it is the 1st ever GFWC-WI Junior 

Walking Challenge.  We have 34 participants across all corners of the state seeing 

who can average the most steps in this time period.  Find out which member, club 

and district walked circles around others at the Fall Workshop in Green Lake, WI 

- September 9th and 10th.   

My Junior Special Project for the next two years will be educating members about 

teenage runaways, homelessness and sex trafficking.  Iôm currently discussing with a national 

organization about what GFWC-WI can do to bring their program to Wisconsin.  I should have more 

information at Fall Workshop.  If you are curious about why I chose this topic ï you can go to the 

website:  www.1800runaway.org/blog/- look for a blog from June 17th, there you will find an excerpt 

of my speech from installation night and see National Runaway Safeline giving GFWC-WI kudos for 

our support!   

One thing I ask everyone to do (if you havenôt already): 

- like the óGFWC Wisconsin Juniorsô Facebook page 

- like óGFWCô Facebook page 

- subscribe to GFWC News & Notes ï it comes out every Thursday 

- sign-up for GFWC Legislation Action Center ï we will find out more about this at Fall 

Workshop 

 

I will see you soon in Green Lake! 

 

In Federation, 

Loretta Caron ï GFWC-WI Director of Junior Clubs  
 
 

 

Advice from a Tree  
 

- Stand tall and proud  

- Remember your roots  

- Stay grounded  

- Turn over a new leaf  

- Keep growing 

- Go out on a limb 

 
 

 
 
 

GFWC- WI JUNIOR DIRECTORôS MESSAGE 
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Let me start by thanking everyone for your support as I was given the JOY 
(Junior of the Year) Award at the Spring 2016 Convention.  I couldnôt have been 
more surprised and thrilled to receive the award as a volunteer in the community 
I support in Wisconsin. 
 
I am looking forward to being the JDE for 2016-18 club administration.  I had 
the opportunity to attend the 2016 GFWC Convention held in Baltimore.  We 
met so many wonderful ladies from around the country, and especially getting to 
know the ladies representing the Junior Clubs.  If you get the chance to attend 
any of these events, please do.  I get so much inspiration attending our state 
conferences, meetings and conventions.  Itôs at a higher endorphin level at the 
International level, meeting all our fellow clubwomen from around the country.  
The host city puts forth all the effort to make us all feel so welcome and keep us 
entertained.  Kudos to our Sisterhood in Service of Maryland.   
 
As I start my newest role in this administration as JDE I encourage Junior club members to attend our 
conferences, seminars and workshops.  Please invite your club members to these functions so they 
too can learn more about the wonderful things we do as a whole around the state of Wisconsin.  I also 
encourage everyone to share the Clubwoman Newsletter with all members, as they can understand 
what -Living the Volunteer Spirit- is all about.  
 

 - In Sisterhood of Service ï Michelle Munoz 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM PAST LEADERSHIP  

What an honor it has been to serve as the Director of Junior Clubs for Wisconsin the past two years.  The 

network of friends and the work you all do is inspiring.  I am so proud of everything the Junior Clubs of 

Wisconsin have been doing over the past year.  The Junior members volunteered over 9296 hours, donated 

$50,183.24 in cash and $31,872.00 in in-kind donations.  

The support of my focus ς ά!Ǌǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎέ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎΦ   ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŜ 

One on for The Arts auction I never dreamed it would be so successful.  Thank you to all who either made an 

apron, donated one, purchased one or just came and had fun.  We raised over $2400 at the event.  All of the 

proceeds went to various arts in the schools projects across the state.  Over the past two years we were able 

to donate to projects in every district.  Thank you! 

My final duty was to represent you in Baltimore at the GFWC Annual Convention.  I was honored to accept 

seven awards for Wisconsin including: Outstanding Achievement in Website - GFWC WI, Honorable mention 

in website contest ς GFWC Brown Deer Juniors, Youth Short Story ς Mary Wells, A Year in Pictures March ς 

Laurie Muffler, 2016 CIP Award Third place ς hŎƻƴƻƳƻǿƻŎ WǳƴƛƻǊ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳōΣ ŀƴŘ {Ƙƻǘ ϪƭƛŦŜ {ƛƭǾŜǊ {ǘŀǘǳǎ 

ς GFWC-WI.   Jan and I were also both honored with awards for our leadership, Jan winning the Charlotte 

Emerson Brown award and I received the Junior Director of the Year award.  It was an amazing celebration. 

Congratulations to all of our state winners. 

During the next administration I will be serving as the GFWC 

CSP Arts Chairman.  I look forward to continuing to promote 

the arts to our clubwoman and especially the arts in our 

schools. 

Yours in Federation 

Kristina Higbee 
GFWC-WI Director of Junior Clubs 2014-2016 

JUNIOR DIRECTOR-ELECT -  MICHELLE MUNOZ 
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WISCONSIN'S OWN  LIBRARY  

Thank you to all of you who have given us books for Wisconsin's Own Library which is housed at 

Lane Library at Ripon College.  It has over 5,000 books and pamphlets written by authors from 

Wisconsin, who have lived in Wisconsin or their book is about Wisconsin. 

At our recent convention the club voted to pay $208 for a pedestal glass book case to display 

valuable books in our library. 

You can access information online regarding this special collection: 

Go to Ripon.edu/library, click on Lane Library catalog, then Advanced Search.  In the middle of the 

page (beneath title or list of books) click on Wisconsin's Own Library-Search.  This will give you the 

entire list of books and pamphlets in the collection.  You can check to see if a local author already 

has a particular book in this library.  If not you may want to donate one of their books for them. 

You can check out most books from this collection through the Interlibrary Loan at your own public 

library.  The older and more valuable books are not available to check out but would have to be read 

at the Lane Library. 

Do continue to send us your books and we will deliver them to Wisconsin's Own Library at the Lane 

Library, Ripon College.  

 Please include the information:  Sender's Name, Club Name and City as a GFWC label will be placed 

in the book with the club information. 

Feel free to contact either of us if you have questions. 

 

Wisconsin's Own Library co-chairs: 

Mary Kay Blazel, mkblazel@hotmail.com,     671 Voyager's Trail, Berlin, WI 54923 

Carol Brennan, brennanc@centurytel.net,     W1533 Gladys Ct., Berlin, WI 54923 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIR UPDATES 
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GFW C- WI HEL EN FARNSWORTH MEARS ART 

CONTEST  
W inn ers  

 
20 16  

Stu rg eon  Bay  ï Jud ges:  Sally Gug er & John Gug er 
 

CLASS A        NAME                     Gr ade  SCHO OL                       CLUB  
 
 

1st          3-D Ka t ie  Kruse              8   Thom as Jefferson Midd le     Po r t  W ash ingt o n  

2nd         3-D Cai t ly n  Bode n bu r g  8   Elk Moun d Midd le Scho ol     Me n om on ie  

3rd          3-D Ch loe Pease             7   East  Troy Middle Scho ol      East  Tr o y  
 

CLASS B  

1st          2-D Ol ivia  St r aub           7   St .  John the Bapt ist            Plym outh  

2nd         2-D Rach el  Ru nge          8   Hom eschool                       Rh in e land er  

3rd          2-D Jo sie Du chow          7   St .  Paul's Luth eran             Oc onom o w oc,  Jr.  
 

1st          3-D Ash ley  Valerio         8   St .  Matth ew's Luthe ran       Oc onom o w oc,  Jr.  

2nd         3-D An n a Se i fe rt            8   St . John the Bapt ist            Plym outh  

3rd          3-D Maddie  Nelson         7   St .  Paul's Luth eran             Oc onom o w oc,  Jr.  

 

HON ORABLE M ENTI ON  

CLASS A  2-D Ell a  Mu lli kin                8   James  Willia m s Middle Sch.  Rh in ela n d er  

2-D Tat u m  Novak              7   Mineral  Point  Middle Scho ol Dodg ev ill e  

2-D Th eo  Geig er                7   Brill ion Middle Scho ol          Br illi on  

2-D Cora  Di er in g er            8   Thom as Jefferson Midd le     Port Was h in g t on  

3-D An g eli ca  Be cker         8   Merrill  Middle Scho ol           Oshko sh Ar t s  

3-D Ty ler U m h oef er          7   Thom as Jefferson Middl e     Por t Was h in g t on  

3-D Bet h an y H arm an        8   Dodge vi lle Middle Scho ol     Dodg ev ill e  

CLASS B  2-D Rachel  He in ri ch          8   Hom eschool                       Men om on ie  

2-D Karis sa  Th u r n             7   Nor th woods Com m . Sec.     Rh in e la n d er  
 

Each Dist r ict  par t icipated  in the 89th  GFWC-Helen Fa rnswor th Mears Art  Contest.  More 

en tr ies were su bm it ted  than in any ot her year  in the last  ten  years.  This is also the 10 0th 

Annivers ary of  the death  of  Helen Fa rnswor th Mears w hose life and  ar t ist ic t alen ts inspired 

GFWC-WI to est ab lish this m em or ial contest  in 1927 to  encou rag e young st ud ent  ar t ists. The 

st ate  winnersô ar twork  is on  exhibit  at  t he Oshkosh Public Museum  thr ough July 31. From  July 

2 ï Octo ber 16 the Museum  devotes a  ga llery  to  not  only t he ar t ist ry of  Mears, but  also to 

other  geni uses of  her  gener at ion w hose inspira t ion helped t ra nsform  Sawdust C it y. The 

exhibit ion,  Geni uses of  Oshk osh,  pr om ises to  reveal why  Mears,  af ter  one h undr ed years,  st ill 

retains such  este eméIt has been an honor  to  ser ve as t he chairm an of t his renow ned ar t  

contest.  Shirley Brabender Mattox, Oshkosh Womenôs Arts Club 

 

!ƳŜǊȅ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ 

Club ς Gloria Lansin 

- Pictured Winners 

-  Brennan Hansen, 

Lydia Monson, Julia 

Engelbretson & 

Cora Green  (Not 

pictured winner ς 

Nick Erickson) 
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FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

The Spring Convention of the GFWC-WI was uplifting. I was proud to be part of 90 

members from all over the state who shared their talents and stories of volunteering. 

It was difficult to choose a winning entry from the 28 clubs that sent in annual 

reports. They were all good. We awarded the Hartford Juniors the best overall 

project, Accents Fine Arts & JewelryΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ƻŦ IŀǊǘƭŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

award for the best single project: Four Guyz in Dinner Jackets. I highlighted 21 other 

projects in my annual report to the president. 

Wild, Wacky and Wonderful Wisconsin was the theme for the convention fundraiser 

which brought in $1,265! The baskets and boxes of items donated by districts, clubs 

and individuals kept growing until the tables were filled. The apron project of the 

Juniors was clever and fun. The clotheslines were filled with aprons. Kim will report 

on the dollar amount raised in her news this issue.  

Sue LaBuda, new president of GFWC-WI hinted that yummy chocolate bars will be for 

sale at the fall workshop. I agreed to chair the fundraising committee again this term. 

I welcome your ideas.     -  Julie Riemenschneider 

 

WOMAN OF ACHIEVEMENT 

GFWC-WI Woman of Achievement Award 

 
Now is the time to be thinking about a club member who is worthy of this award.   
Each year a deserving club member is honored at our GFWC-WI Convention with this 
special award for her dedication to her club and the federation.  
 
All clubs have someone who has given of her talents above and beyond the call of duty. 
Someone who is active within her GFWC Club, District and State. 
 
The official entry form (found on the GFWC-WI.org website) lists the percentages of how the 
candidate is judged. Although the judging is done primarily on club activities, 
personal  information and other activities are also encouraged. Listed is also past recipients 
of this award - so, who is missing that is most deserving???  Start now gathering information 
on that special club member. 
 
One entry per club - if a member is not chosen - she may be entered again the next year. 
 
Deadline is March 31, 2017 
If you have questions, please contact Pat Hladilek, Chairman at 414/541-8861 or 
patzzhl@hotmail.com  

mailto:patzzhl@hotmail.com
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HOME LIFE ɀ Spring Convention Winners Update 
 
GFWC WI Home Life Community Service Program 

At the recent state convention in Sturgeon Bay, GFWC-WI was honored to report that thirty-two clubs in Wisconsin 
reported on their Home Life CSP involvement for 2015. There were a total of 144 projects totaling 19,606 hours! Cash 
donations totaled $51,034.39 and In-Kind donations of $15,287.71 for a grand total for cash and in-kind donations of 
$66,322.10. 
  
HOME LIFE Community Service Projects Partnership Projects: 
  
Canine Companions for Independence - 2 
Easter Seals - 1 
The Heart Truth® Campaign - 6 
Inside Knowledge ï 5 
  
When planning your club programs, or doing a 2-minutes talk, or writing for your club newspaper, please emphasize our 
partners. Some suggested monthly emphasis are listed below. How about making a charitable donation to one of our CSP 
partners.  

·         January - Home Life Inside Knowledge:  National Cervical Cancer Awareness Month;  
·         February - Home Life Heart Truth: Encourage National Wear Red Day celebrations (first Fri in Feb.)  
·         March - Home Life Easter Seals: March Easter Seals month. Wisconsin statewide Annual Campaign starts in March and 

runs through July.; 
·         April - Home Life: April National Volunteer week; 
·          May - Home Life Inside Knowledge: May - Motherôs Day - Home Life: Older Americans Month; 
·         September - Home Life Inside Knowledge: - National Gynecologic Cancer Awareness Month; Home Life Inside 

Knowledge: - National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month; Home Life: Second Sunday in September National 
Grandparents Day 

·           
Best Single Project: 

GFWC-WI Rhinelander Womanôs Club  
GFWC-WI Rhinelander Womanôs Club continues to provide volunteer hours for those less fortunate in their community ï 
not just in one food pantry, but in several. At the Rhinelander Area Food Pantry, a very dedicated group of 7-9 Clubwomen 
help every month to share with those in need (over 790 hours). At Personal Essentials Pantry, over 321 volunteer hours 
are provided. This pantry provides essential items that cannot be obtained from the food pantry or other community 
programs. Personal products were collected at monthly meetings throughout the year $1,000 cash and $280 in-kind. They 
also support two additional pantry programs, the Community Garden and the School Backpack Program.  
  
Best Overall Project:  
 

GFWC-WI Brown Deer Junior Womanôs Club 
  

GFWC-WI Brown Deer Junior Womanôs Club continues their very successful Best Bra Contest held during October, 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month. They raised funds in four different ways: (1) $10 entry fee for each decorated bra 
submitted to judge, (2) $5.00 per vote for the Peopleôs Choice Award, (3) Raffle tickets and (4) a game. The best bra was 
determined by votes from breast cancer survivors who attended the event. There was a first place award in both an adult 
category and a kidôs category. Raffle prizes were donated and raffled off at the event. The event raised $3,276.00 ï 50% 
was donated to Foundation for St. Francis (Su Salud program, which offers free mammograms to Hispanic women living in 
the Milwaukee area) and 50% was donated to Cynthiaôs Breast Cancer Giving Circle, which provides monetary support for 
medical and non-medical expense to breast cancer survivors. 
  
It has been an honor and very rewarding to serve as GFWC WI Home Life Chairman. Remember our Home Life 
Community Service Programs: Canine Companions for Independence, Easter Seals, The Heart Truth, and Inside 
Knowledge: Get the Facts About Gynecologic Cancer.   

GFWC-WI Home Life Community Service Program Chairman 2014-16 

Nancy Schrap 

nancyschrap@aol.com 

414-771-6472 
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INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH 
 
 

 

 

 

Hi, all and welcome to International Outreach!  If your club is looking for project ideas, call or send an email.  Hereôs a new reporting 

form that might make life easier. Send with the rest of your clubôs reports. 

 

Living the Volunteer Spirit with you,  

Sue Bessert 

GFWC-WI International Outreach Chairperson  

715-473-4603 bbessert@centurytel.net 

GFWC-Rhinelander Womanôs Club 

 

GFWC COMM UNITY SERVICE PROGRAM REPORT 2016  

 

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH  

GFWC ï Wisconsin ï Club  Name: __________________  

Prepared by:  __________________________________________    

Club Contact Name and Address:  

__________________________________________________________ __  

 

Statistical:  

Number International Outreach Projects:  _____   

Number of volunteer hours:  _____   

Number of involved members in International Outreach Projects:  _____   

Dollars donated:  _____   

In kind donations  value:  _____    

 

PROJECT  NAME     HOURS  $DONATION  INKIND  

1. ______________________  ______  __________   _______  

2. ______________________  ______  __________   _______  

3. ______________________  ______  __________   _______  

4. ______________________  ______  __________   _______  

TOTAL:       $   $  

 

Narrative:  (Tell wh o, what, when, where, why, and impact of each project; add pages as necessary.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bbessert@centurytel.net
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