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Welcome Home
“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7
The day I drove to Craftsbury for the first time to meet with the search committee
for my interview, I felt I had come home. There was a clear sense in my heart that I
was being called to work with the congregation and community of Craftsbury.
What a welcome I have received! I have felt embraced, supported and nurtured by
all the beautiful, faithful, creative and dedicated people of our faith family. It is
such a blessing to be a part of such an energetic and enthusiastic group of Christ’s
followers.
From my home in Danville to our beautiful church in Craftsbury I listen to music or
the Light radio station for as long as I can get it. One of my favorite songs is “You
Belong Here” by Sheila Walsh. She sang at a “Women of Faith” conference I went
to in Rhode Island years ago. I loved her music so much, I bought her CD. The lyrics
encompass what I hope every person feels as they enter our doors of the United
Church of Craftsbury.
“This is a dream I have, that there might be a place, and before I cross the threshold, they recognize my face. They’ve been
expecting me. The table has been set. The bed’s already made and they turn to me and say, ‘ You are welcome in this family.
You are wanted in this place. You have value beyond measure that your past cannot erase. There is room for all your searching.
There is music for your song. There are shoulders for our sorrows and a strength to carry
on. You belong here. Welcome home. What am I striving for? When this is in my reach.
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Fun Fridays
In May we began a new monthly gathering called Family Fun
Fridays. Its purpose is to welcome family members of all ages from
the community to gather for food, fellowship and fun. It has been a
success! We have had young and old, church members and new
friends join us. Each night includes a meal; make your own pizza,
make your own taco, hot dogs and mac-n- cheese, and spaghetti
and meatballs. We have a tasty ice cream treat for dessert before
we leave. In the middle are fun, creative activities to get our hands
on. We’ve made Mother’s Day cards, Father’s Day cards, boats out
of recyclables and towers out of toothpicks and marshmallows. We
designed bright, colorful clothing in August when we tie-dyed various pieces of our wardrobe. We’ve played games indoors and
out. It’s a great opportunity for families to spend time together and to reconnect with neighbors. Consider joining us on the
third Friday of the month from 5-7 o’clock. September is instrument making and October is bat house building. It’s sure to put a
smile on your face and warm your heart!

Old Home Day Float
We certainly made our presence known in this year’s Old Home Day
Parade. What an opportunity for teamwork! A big thank you to Patty Kirk
for heading up the painting of the signs and doing a lot of them on her own
free time. We had the support of Heidi Krantz, Barb Flint, Giovanni and
Giacamo Bolletieri to make the signs beautifully colorful. Andy Moffatt was
an excellent driver and so generous to provide his truck and trailer for the
float. Heidi, Andy, Toby and Richard Bailey were instrumental in getting all
the decorations attached and chairs ready for our guests. We were thrilled
to have the “Collinsville Choir” members joining us to provide beautiful
music. Thanks Paula Massé, Diane Sanville, Donna Williams, Cheryl Bailey,
Carole Young, and Toby to keep them all balanced. Toby also filled our
truck bed with family members of all ages. What a treat! His great
grandchildren, granddaughters and daughter all rode with us. We also had
the delightful Rachel Brown, Oleta Marckres, and Beryl Darling to lead the way. Abbi LeBeau, Paula and Marcel Massé’s
granddaughter, and her new son Oliver, along with her daughter, Elise also joined our parade party. Their other granddaughter,
Jennifer Sweet came on board to keep us company. In all, we had 20 adults and 7 children on our float. What a great
representation of our diverse faith family with four generations of participants!

Annual Home Day Tag Sale
Betty Morrison and her team of elves including; Joan Simmons,
Paula and Marcel Masse, Lois Charron, Patty Kirk, Roberta
Hodgdon, Lee Gestal, Barb Strong, Barb Patterson, Roberta
Alexander, and Kathy Krypal spent weeks preparing for our tag
sale fundraiser. It appeared to be a record year of donated items
which these helpers cleaned, sorted, tagged and organized
before the big day. Then, they oversaw the sale, answered
questions and worked as cashiers. After all that, they were still
dedicated enough to clean up, box remaining items, sort again for
pick from the Restore and the garbage man as well as store away
valuable items for next year. What a huge amount of time, effort
and energy they gave to this endeavor. Betty estimated profit at
over $1800. Thank you all for your efforts!
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Deacon’s Report
The deacons are a vital part of our church family. The deacons’ primary job is to
oversee the worship part of the church and to assist the minister in his/her duties. You
will find two members of the deacons in the sanctuary early each Sunday morning
preparing it for worship and greeting the congregation as they enter. Our board of
deacons is very active in this area but we regularly reach beyond as members of the
community at large.
The deacons sponsor the monthly community suppers, we regularly reach out to
community members in times of need. The deacon’s fund has been used to support
two families in the community this year who were in need of support. We also provide
a light lunch after funerals to help the bereaved family.
The deacons do their best to live out Christ’s “great commandment” to “ love your
neighbor as yourself”. If you have questions about worship or suggestions for worship,
see a deacon; Heather Masse, Paula Masse, Marcel Masse, Andy Moffatt, Betty
Morrison, Joan Simmons, Valerie Smith, Debbie Hill, Steve Hill, Perry Thomas, Toby
Tallman or Pastor Kim.

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, July 30th marked our Blessing of the Animals service. We had a
great turn out. 17 animals were blessed that day including Ann Wilson’s
backyard crows (in picture only), 3 horses, Mert the steer, Aberdine the
cat, and many dogs of various breeds and sizes. Rick and Perry Thomas
were kind enough to bring their oxen team for the children to see and
learn about. Don Houghton joined us to lead the singing of some Noah and
animal related songs. Ice cream cones were served to add to the festivities.
What a great celebration of God’s love found in our furry best friends. A
big thank you to our local photographers Ruth Martin and Cindi Bolletieri
for recording the special moments.

Craftsbury Community Care Center
Pastor Kim has had the pure delight of visiting the residents of the 4C’s
twice a month through the summer. We enjoy singing our favorite hymns
(sometimes accompanied by Kim’s Mom, Winona Gadapee) and praying,
reading scripture, discussing its meaning in our life and the connections we
can make and simply enjoying each other’s company. On August 9th we
celebrated the wonderful life of Ruth Curtiss with a memorial service in her
honor. It was a packed room and a touching opportunity to remember
what a special person she was and how much she had touched each of us
in meaningful ways.

Treasurer Report
Regrettably, we are down approximately $4500 for pledges/offerings from last year. The church’s daily operations depend on
the generosity of our parishioners. Your pledges and contributions are a critical part of how we can make a difference in our
church through worship, programs and outreach. Please consider finding a level of giving that is right for you as you progress in
your journey of faith.
—Michelle Warren, Treasurer
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Religious Education, Music and Mission
The Sunday School term which started October 2, 2016, ended on
June 4, 2017. In May, the 4-7 year old Sunday School class read Bible
stories about families. We learned adventures of Adam and Eve,
Abraham and Sarah, and Noah and his wife. We celebrated Mother’s
Day by creating cards. The children in the older Sunday School class
gathered $405. to support Heifer Project in fighting famine in Africa.
Two hundred dollars went to support a Community Animal Health
Worker Kit; one hundred twenty dollars went to providing a goat, and
the remainder went to chicks at twenty dollars per flock. This was a
response by the children to learning of Jesus feeding the five thousand.
Erwin Kinsey, who worked for Heifer Project for thirty years, and
continues to live in Africa serving through another organization (forty years total in Africa), came and shared with the class his
knowledge of Heifer Project as well as his own witness to faith. On the last day of Sunday School, the congregation was invited
to a cookout to celebrate our learning for another term. On June 11, we
celebrated the children in our worship service. They participated by
greeting entering worshippers, singing “Be Still and Know that I Am God”
as Introit, and reading Scripture. Shine On story Bibles were presented to
Sunday School families who had not previously received them. Next
Sunday School term begins on September 10, 2017.
Child care for children birth to four years of age is being arranged. The
room where the older children have met for Sunday School is being
outfitted for those much younger children. The Sunday School class will
move downstairs to
the back part of the
second dining room. Pray for children to fill those rooms!
The Cordwood and Pie Auction for a local Habitat for Humanity project was
a huge success, raising more than enough money to do the planned
project. With the funds raised for Habitat for Humanity, a new metal roof
was installed on August 19 at a Craftsbury home. Heidi Krantz and
community member Kevin Gregoire organized the two day event with a
Habitat Leader. Over 25 people volunteered over two days to build
scaffolding, attach strapping to the roof, then lay the sheets of metal in
place. Very experienced carpenters on the crew made a huge difference.
Many neighbors provided food during the two work days, an effort
organized by Barb Flint. The owner of the home is very appreciative of the
work done and of everyone who contributed. The remainder of the money will go to help other Habitat for Humanity projects in
our area.
Special music is arranged as the opportunity allows. Over the summer, special music included singing by Sandalyn Chadwick,
Pastor Kim, and Bernie Lussier with his granddaughter Natalie Allen. Book studies are being planned: one to start this fall and
another after the first of the year.
Volunteers signed up to provide fun summer activities for our children on Sunday mornings in place of Sunday School. A big
thank you to Carole Young for gardening two weeks and singing with the kids and Diane Sanville another week. Emily Thompson
led a nature journaling walk. Perry and Rick Thomas shared their oxen team. Senta Augsberger offered to lead cooperative
games one week. Barb Strong made pretzels with the kids. It’s wonderful to be able to offer these fun opportunities for the
children during the summer. We appreciate your willingness to plan these activities and miss part of the worship service.
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Trustees’ Update
There are several things in the church that need our attention. We are
working on those projects and have managed to get a few of them done.
Projects completed:
1. We were missing some tiles in the kitchen, they have been
replaced.
2. We hired a new custodian, her name is Marie Beaudry. Great
person and a hard worker.
3. We purchased a Memorial Bench in honor of Alan Parker. It is
setting alongside the driveway.
4. We replaced the plaque going into the sanctuary with one that has Pastor Kim Larose as our new pastor,
(hoping it is a permanent plaque)
5. The brass plates on the two exit doors in the sanctuary were replaced
6. Two of the faucets in the kitchen were replaced
The things that are on the agenda to do are as follows:
1. The front of the church and steeple will be painted this fall.
2. The septic tank needs to be pumped
3. The downstairs toilet and floor needs to be replaced.
4. Some shingles on the roof came off earlier this spring; that needs our attention.
5. We will be checking into doing more to weatherize the church.
We strive to keep ahead of potential problems. If you see something that needs our attention don’t hesitate to contact us.
As you know the cost of keeping up such a big building can be challenging and we thank all of you who so generously donate
your time and money.
Richard Bailey (chair), Clyde Simmons (co- chair), Ned Houston (secretary), Steve Smith, Coty Thompson & Corey Jones

Memorial Committee Update
The Memorial Committee is now having quarterly meetings. So far this year we have paid for The Ministers Bench, two graduate
Book Awards, and recently purchased new Push Plates for the two doors at the front of the sanctuary. We always appreciate
any ideas and suggestions you might have.
Members are: Diane Sanville, chairperson; Jim Flint, treasurer; Lois Charron, secretary
Betty Morrison, representative from the deacons; Richard Bailey, representative from the trustees; and Roberta Alexander.

Office Hours
In the summer, I work 30 hours a week (approximately) which gave me lots of time to visit community members and get to
know the wonderful people and interesting stories of Craftsbury. Once school starts, since I am still teaching full time, my hours
are reduced to around 20 hours a week. This means visits are reduced, but not stopped. I am available for home visits, office
visits or a walk on the common Monday through Thursday 4-8pm, Saturdays 9-12, or after church on Sundays. I would love to
be a listening ear, a partner in prayerful discernment, or a support in challenging times. I also love to just visit as a caring friend.
Please don’t hesitate to call or email. 802-535-4757 or mamaof3.larose@gmail.com. I am also available for emergencies, so
please call if you are in need of support anytime.
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Book Study
The Religious Education Committee is offering a book study on the book called "The
Faith Club". It is written by 3 mothers in New York City following the attack of 9/11.
They decide to meet together to explore the common ground of each other's religions
--Muslim, Judaism, and Christianity. "Millions of Americans crave a way to have
interfaith conversations but have no idea where to begin. This book is a great place to
start." "A ground breaking book about Americans searching for faith and mutual
respect."
The book study will meet on Wednesday nights from 7:00-8:00 for 6 weeks starting on
September 20th following the community dinner. Please call the church office
586-8028 or Pastor Kim 535-4757 to reserve your copy of the book. This is a free book
study, however donations will be accepted to offset the cost of the books. All Are
Welcome!

Habitat for Humanity
Community, according to Google, is “a feeling of fellowship with
others, as a result of sharing common attitudes, interests, and
goals.”
Many of us feel “community” in Craftsbury, but it was abundantly
present on Aug. 18 and 19 when a group of 20+ volunteers, led by
Habitat for Humanity Site Supervisor Ron Noble replaced the roof
on a local house. Although Habitat for Humanity is most known for
its house-building project, this “Brush with Kindness” project is
now the most common effort of the Upper Valley Habitat for
Humanity in the Northeast Kingdom.
Work began on a rainy Friday morning with the setup of staging,
removal of the well-worn shingle roof, installation of strapping to
hold the new metal roof, and placement of the first piece of metal
roofing on each side of the roof. These preparations served us well, as the entire roof was completed by 3:30 on Saturday with
the teamwork of 17 volunteers of all ages, and from many area towns, and as distant as North Carolina.
Funds for this project - over $3,800 – were raised in June at our Pie and Cordwood Auction. This delightful and delicious evening
set the stage for this Habitat project, and left us with funds to tackle another project in the future.
This was truly community in action and we look forward to our next project. If you know of a home that could use a wheelchair
ramp, an accessible bathroom or similar project please contact the United Church of Craftsbury or Upper Valley Habitat for
Humanity.
A big thank you to Heidi for organizing this project. We are grateful for the folks who prepared and delivered food for this
adventure. As well as the many bakers for the auction and the wood splitters too!

Church Council
The church council meets every other month to discuss the work of the church. Representatives from each of the committees
collaborate to support the work of each of the committees and vote on action to be taken. At the last meeting in July, the
council voted, at the recommendation of the Deacons, to extend Pastor Kim’s contract for another year. This contract outlines
the responsibilities and duties for her call for a half time position from through the school year and three-quarter time position
during the summer months. This contract will be up for renewal in August of 2018.
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SEPTEMBER 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

3

4

5

10 AM Sunday ServiceSpecial Music by Jim
Currier

Labor Day

5 PM REM
Meeting
6 PM AA

10

11

12

10 AM Sunday ServiceSunday School begins &
Jon Gailmore Fellowship

17

6

18

25

10 AM Sunday ServiceChoir sings “Unbirthday”
Celebration Fellowship

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

14

15

16

1PM Mahjongg
6 PM Al-Anon

5 PM Fun Friday —
Instrument making

Noon Horse
& Buggy

22

23

29

30

7
1PM Mahjongg
6 PM Al-Anon

13

6 PM AA

10 AM Sunday ServiceChoir practice afterwards

24

Wednesday

19

20

21

6 PM AA
6:45PM Deacons’
Meeting

6 PM Community
Dinner
7 PM Book Study

1PM Mahjongg
6 PM Al-Anon

26

27

28

6 PM AA
7 PM Council Mtg.

7 PM Book Study

1PM Mahjongg
6 PM Al-Anon

OCTOBER 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

7 PM Book Study

1PM Mahjongg
6 PM Al-Anon

10

11

12

13

14

6 PM AA
6:45PM Deacons’
Meeting

7 PM Book Study

1PM Mahjongg
6 PM Al-Anon

17

18

19

20

21

6 PM AA

6 PM Community
Dinner
7 PM Book Study

1PM Mahjongg
6 PM Al-Anon

5 PM Fun Friday
—Bat houses

24

25

26

27

6 PM AA

7 PM Book Study

1PM Mahjongg
6 PM Al-Anon

10 AM Sunday Service
Communion
Food Shelf Donation

8

6 PM AA

9

10 AM Sunday Service

15

16

10 AM Sunday Service

22

23

10 AM Sunday Service

29
10 AM Sunday Service

30

31
6 PM AA

Children wear costumes
collect food for food shelf
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United Church of Craftsbury
PO Box 46
Craftsbury Common, VT 05827
Phone:
(802) 586-8028
E-mail:
unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com
Visit us on the Web!
www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com
From there, you can send us comments, prayer
requests, and your own news!
Visit Us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/unitedchurchofcraftsbury

We’re working to keep our membership and
mailing lists up to date. If we have anything wrong
in your address, or if you have e-mail and would
like us to be able to be in touch with you
electronically, please write to us at PO Box 46,
Craftsbury Common, VT 05827, or e-mail the
church office at
unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com.
We plan to offer newsletters both via mail and email, as well as other social media possibilities.
We’re glad to mail to you, but if you’re able, and
would like it, it’s far easier (and less costly) to be in
touch electronically.

Free Community Supper
This past June the church celebrated it’s 7th year of providing free
community suppers which occur every third Wednesday of each month.
This celebration could not have happened without the many people that
gave their time to help prepare, serve and clean up after the meal each
month. The suppers are so special as they are truly a community effort.
From the generous donation of vegetables provided each month from
Pete’s Greens to the Craftsbury Academy Students’ help from Sept
through May by preparing and serving the meals. The donations gathered
each month help to cover the cost of the suppers. In addition, after costs
have been covered, any additional donations go back into the community
to non-profit organization such as Hardwick Food Shelf or the Craftsbury
Community Care Center. Volunteers are key to the success of the suppers.
Volunteers are always needed to help with the suppers by preparing,
serving, and/or cleaning up after the meal, as well as taking
tablecloths/towels/dish rags home to wash. To volunteer please contact
Barb Strong. (802-586-2516 or rshold@gmail.com). Also, if you have not
attended a supper, please join us on the third Wednesday of each month
at 6pm to enjoy a warm meal with neighbors and friends. We give a huge
thank you to Barb Strong for organizing this effort and putting in countless
hours to preparing the food for our successful dinners.

