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Wisdom for Life is broken up into six lessons on Ecclesiastes that go
through topics such as materialism, contentment, choices and fairness. The
lessons in Ecclesiastes easily connect with teens today who are seeking
God and making decisions about who and what they will follow when they
get out in the world. Solomon’s search for what really matters is very
similar to what every teen is asking themselves today - what really matters?
How can I find and keep true happiness? Why should I serve God and
keep his commands?

!

We hope that you will learn as much as your teens do on this study of true
wisdom from Ecclesiastes.

!
!
!
!
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1
!
!

WHAT’S THIS
LIFE FOR?

In this first section, we
introduce Ecclesiastes and its
writer, King Solomon. Is life
worth living? Or is it
meaningless like Solomon says?

!
!
!

!
!

ICEBREAKER: WISE SAYINGS
Hand out some small index cards and some pens or pencils. Tell everyone in the class
to write a wise saying or quote on the card and hand it back in.

!

We’ve all heard of wise sayings before. Some in movies, some on Twitter, but none
really on Facebook (just kidding). Seriously, they’re everywhere. We see them in
pictures online, on t-shirts, and we hear them all the time in movies, and sometimes
even in video games. Some examples:

!!
“Be careful for what you wish for. You might actually get it.”
!“A calm sea never made a skillful sailor.”
!“Life is like a box of chocolates - you never know what you’re going to get.”
!
Some starting questions you might ask:
+ Where do wise sayings come from?
+ What makes something wise?

Ecclesiastes is all about wisdom and wise sayings, maybe even more so than Proverbs.
The author of this book is Solomon, even though the book never names him. In verse 1
of chapter one we have our answer: the words of the Teacher, son of David, king of
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Jerusalem. This is undoubtedly King Solomon, the wisest of all the kings. Let’s look at a
little background of Solomon.

!

›❯ Read 1 Kings 3.5-15
Now, if God asked you the same question he asked Solomon, what would be your
answer? Mine would be simple: for myself, my children, and my children’s children to
never have to worry about money. Ever.

!

Also of note in this passage - God asks Solomon what he wants. That doesn’t happen
very much in scripture. Moses wasn’t given a choice to lead the Israelites out of Egypt he was told by God how he was to do it. Even God’s own son, Jesus, wasn’t given a
choice in the matter of his earthly death. Sure, Jesus was God on earth and could have
called 10,000 angels to rescue him, but God’s plan was absolute and Jesus had no
other viable choice - the Savior had to die for our sins on the cross.

!

Yet Solomon gets a choice from God, and he chooses wisely.
Solomon didn’t ask for riches, or women, or status, or fame, or even power - he
asked for wisdom. Why? He asked so that he would rule his people - God’s people well.
There’s something neat that happens in verse 14. What is the promise God made
to Solomon, if he kept His commands? That God would lengthen his days - that is,
give him a longer life - if he kept God’s statutes and commands.

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 1.1-11

!

What does "Under the Sun" mean?
It is important that we understand the phrase “under the sun” in Ecclesiastes. It’s used
very frequently in the book. When you read this phrase think "apart from God.” The
phrase in Hebrew meant something that was not really clear. Kind of like when we say,
“the whole nine yards,” we mean “everything.” So, "under the sun" means "apart from
God." Kind of like saying “There is nothing new, apart from God.”
1. What does Solomon identify himself as first? The Teacher, son of David, and the
King of Jerusalem.
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2. What does Solomon say is meaningless? Everything.
3. According to verses 10-11, is there anything new on earth? No.

!

Now hold on a second. There are new things. We watch new videos on YouTube all the
time. We hear jokes and laugh at stuff we’ve never heard before. There are new ideas
like iPhones and iPads - stuff that has never been invented before.

!

What do you think Solomon means when he says there is nothing new? Do you
think he means inventions and stuff? What could he mean? Allow for discussion.

!

Solomon is talking about the ways of the world. He’s talking about the heart of man.

In Ecclesiastes 1, Solomon makes a simple point:
Knowledge, wealth, and life is meaningless apart
from God. Everything else is worthless.
Remember, Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived, and we would be wise to
listen to his God-infused wisdom.

!

In a way, new inventions are not really that new. They just improve upon things that we
could already do. Ideas and jokes in YouTubes videos are something that has been
done before. Someone somewhere has already had that idea or written it down.

!

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 1.12-18
1. How does Solomon’s mood sound here in this passage? Depressed, discouraged.
2. This pursuit of knowledge Solomon calls, "Chasing after wind." What does that
mean?
OBJECT TALK CATCHING WIND
Get an electric fan of some type and turn it on. You may ask for volunteers, but if you
don’t just simply run your fingers through the stream of air. Ask the class: “Can you
catch the wind?” The answer, obviously is no. Use this as a silly visual illustration of
when Solomon says that you can’t catch the wind - you always come up empty.

!
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So, if everything in this life is meaningless apart from God, how can life have meaning?
The answer is at the end of Ecclesiastes, when Solomon has made his conclusions.

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 12.13
1. What is Solomon’s conclusion when all is said and done? To fear God and keep
His commandments.
2. Based on what we read earlier from Ecclesiastes 1, what should everything else
be considered? Meaningless.

Are you living a life that is rich in meaning,
or one that has no meaning?

!

All anyone really wants is for life to mean something. But we can’t find that meaning in
stuff, in sports, in other people, in our parents, or anything else. Are you willing to do
what it takes to have a life of meaning?

!

EXERCISE TEN MOST IMPORTANT THINGS
Use the worksheet included in the resource pack (Lesson 1 Worksheet.pdf) for this
exercise. Ask the students to list the 10 most important things in their lives. The first 5
or so may be pretty common - God, Family, money, etc. But later in the list they will
probably include some things that are more personal, such as music, dancing, sports,
girlfriends/boyfriends, etc. Encourage them to be honest and serious with their lists.
In the next section, ask the students to list the 10 things they spend most of their time
doing. Again, have them prioritize their list 1 to 10 in order of time spent. A good
chunk will be devoted to sleeping, school, hanging out with friends, etc.
Ask everyone to compare his or her two lists. You can conclude with the following
questions:
+ On which item did you spend the most amount of time?
+ On which item did you spend the least amount of time?
+ How does how much time we spend on something indicate what priority that
has for us?
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+ Where is God on each list? If you put Him high on your priority list but He is low
on your time list, how much do you really fear Him?
This does not mean that you should only have one thing on each list: God. However,
we do need to think about how fearing God and obeying His commandments can be
the foundation for everything on our list and everything in our life.
1. How can loving God be a part of your friendships?
2. How can fearing God be a part of your life at school?
3. How does obeying God’s commandments affect the way you treat your family?
4. Being honest with yourself, is there anything on your list that you would need to
get rid of if you were to take Ecclesiastes 12:13 to heart?

!

So, we can conclude from this lesson that loving God and obeying His commandments
are the only things that really matter. Getting an education, finding a good Christian to
marry, having a family, having a good job - all these things are extremely important, but
without the most important thing backing them up (God!), all of life truly is meaningless.

!
!
END WITH PRAYER
!

God, we come to you as people who most times think that whatever we want is what’s
best for us. But help us all realize that You know what’s truly best for us. You see our
future and you look into our past better than we can. You know how things will work
together for good in our lives. Please help us submit to You. Help us to put our trust in
You. Help us to realize that everything is meaningless without you.

!
In Your Son’s name, Amen.
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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2 THE PURSUIT OF
!
!
!

HAPPINESS

Happiness is really what we’re all
looking for. Whether we’re looking for it
in the right place - that’s the question.

!

Where does true happiness come from?
Where can you obtain happiness? And
most importantly, how do you remain
happy? Solomon has a wise answer for
that too.

ICEBREAKER HOW MUCH IS TOO MUCH?

!
!
!
!
!
!

!Hand out index cards again and tell the kids to come up with something that if you just
have a little it’s okay, but if you have too much of it, it is not okay.

!

Maybe it is someone who drinks too much coffee, or someone who wears too much
makeup, or works out too much. All these things are okay - some of them are even
good for you - but too much of even these things is bad for you.

!

+ Are any of these things just outright wrong?
+ How do these things become bad things?
+ What are some other good things that people make harmful? Examples: sex,
money, self-esteem, freedom, etc.

!
!
!
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THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS
A true story of Chris Gardner in 1983

!

Chris Gardner was just an ordinary guy
who had fallen on hard times in 1983. He
and his young son would crash in
homeless shelters and get soup at Glide
Memorial Church in San Francisco...and
that was on the good nights. Some nights
were spent in Union Station, among other
places, and bathing was done out of sinks
in public bathrooms.

!

Will Smith and the real Chris Gardner.

Now, Chris Gardner is a successful
stockbroker and motivational speaker. His
extraordinary story was made public in
the 2006 film The Pursuit of Happyness, a
dramatic story about him and his son
going from rags to riches.

The point behind Chris’ story is that he
was relentless in his pursuit of happiness
for him self and his family. No matter how
many times he got shot down and no
matter how bad it got for him, he never
stopped his pursuit of what he knew
would make him happy.

Gardner now wears a $10,000 watch on
both wrists, one set to Chicago time, the
other to South African.

Are we that relentless about what
we think will make us happy?

!
!

“I was late once and it cost me $50,000,”
he says. “I figured it was cheaper to wear
two watches.”

!
!

Do we pursue service to God with
the same tenacity?

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 2.1-11

!

1. What are some things that Solomon lists that he tried in life? Partying, drinking,
building things, hobbies, women, etc.
2. What conclusion did he reach about investing his life in these things (v. 11)? That
it was all meaningless.
3. What item on Solomon’s list that is the most appealing to you? Fun, having lots
of stuff and money, accomplishment, or the opposite sex?
4. How might investing in that stuff prove to be a waste in your own life?
5. Are any of these things in and of themselves bad or wrong? Meaning: are any of
these things wrong in and of themselves, or do we make them wrong?
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!

What makes these things a waste of our time (or meaningless, as Solomon puts it) is
the fact that they become obsessive things for us - we make them the focus of our lives
when our focus should be on God.

!

We all know that guy or girl - the one that has clear idols in their lives. We can see what
really matters to them like it’s written on their faces. They try to fulfill themselves with
sports, clothes, popularity, and other things.

!
The sad part about this? We sometimes may be that guy or girl.
!

Verse 10 says that Solomon took “delight” in pursuing these things. But he quickly
found out that these things were meaningless and didn’t fulfill him.

We must ask ourselves:
What point is there to life without God?
›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 2.17-26

!

1. Solomon uses some strong language in verse 17. What does he say is the result
of pursuing all the stuff that he did? He hated life.
2. What do verses 24-25 say about pleasure? The ability to have pleasure is because
God has given it to us, it’s from “the hand of God” (v. 24).
3. Is it wrong to love life, have fun, or to experience new things?
4. What should our foundation be for life? We talked about it last week. See Ecc.
12:13 in you feel the kids need to go back to it. Fearing God and keeping His
commandments should be the foundation of everything we do.

!

If you think about it, we as Christians should be able to enjoy life more than other
people. We should always appreciate what God has given us.

!

But we get weighed down when we put things in front of God. When we put our
success or other idols in front of God, we lose focus on what’s really important.

!

God wants us to live our lives seeking Him. He will fill our very deepest needs and
desires in ways that other stuff, people, and activities never can. When we desire the
world, we will only be satisfied to the extent that the world is able to fulfill us. This
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leads to emptiness and despair. However, when we trust in God, we are rewarded with
true joy and pleasure.

!
If time allows, you can turn to the following New Testament passages.
!
›❯ Matthew 6.19-21
›❯ Hebrews 13.5-6
›❯ Matthew 6.25-33

!

1. What does Matthew 6:19-21 say about storing up our treasures?
2. What does Hebrews 13:5-6 say about loving money?

!

Student loans and credit card debt are the number one and two sources of major debt
in the United States. People are irresponsible with the stewardship of money (or credit)
that they are given, and they abuse it.

!

With enough money, you can literally buy anything. Money is powerful, and Jesus knew
that when he talked about it, as did many other New Testament authors. Some people
spend their whole lives not in pursuit of happiness, but in pursuit of money, because
they think that with enough of it, they can be happy. But you ask any billionaire (Bill
Gates, for example) and what will you find? Money doesn’t matter. Bill Gates gives his
away in droves.

!
3. According to Matthew 6:33, what happens when we seek God first?
!

Jesus tells us that God takes care of the birds and the lilies, so why wouldn’t he take
care of you, His greatest creation? When we seek God first, all the rest falls into place.

!

God is not a dictator. He is not up in Heaven setting rules and waiting for us to mess
up. He wants us to have fun, he wants us to enjoy our lives. But at the same time, he
wants us to be modest in our enjoyment. There’s nothing wrong with money, sex,
relationships, success, or fun in the right context. But as the wise man once said, you
can have too much of a good thing.

!
!
END WITH PRAYER
!

Dear Lord, we hope we can focus on what’s important - You. We hope that we can let
go of things that weigh us down and focus on serving you. In your son’s name, Amen.
12

!

3

AIN’T NOBODY
! GOT TIME FOR THAT
!

Time is a sneaky thing. It’s constantly
moving in one direction - whether we like
it or not. We can’t stop it, so we better
make good use of it. What does Solomon
say about time? Let’s find out.

ICEBREAKER MONEY MONEY MONEY!

!
!
!
!
!

!

Index cards and pens continue to be your friends. Pass them out and have the kids
answer the questions.

!

Imagine this: you get $10,080 at the beginning of every week deposited for you into
your bank account. Every Sunday morning it goes in, and every Saturday night at the
account is emptied to $0, whether you’ve spent it all or not. You can't invest it, save it,
transfer it, or buy stock with it. You must use it in some way or it’s gone.

!

The kids will try to find all sorts of loopholes to save or hoard the money. Explain to
them that’s not the object of this exercise.

!

+ What would you do with the money?
+ Do you think you would spend it all? Remember, it doesn’t carry over to the next
week, so you must do something with it.
+ What would be the smartest use of that money? The most foolish use?

!

What’s funny is that you do get 10,080 of something every week that you can’t save for
later, stock up on it, or transfer it in any way. It’s minutes, not dollars. And after they’re
gone, you’ll never get them back.
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!

The question for today is whether or not you are spending those moments wisely or
foolishly.

!

What’s the point of a football game? Obviously, for your team to win, you need to
score more points than the other team (a little John Madden football wisdom there for
you). But how do you do that?

!

You move the ball forward. That’s it. The whole game of football is based upon where
the football is located. The nose of that football just inches across a line could mean 6
points or a first down. Football is a game of inches, and every inch counts.

!
Just like football is a game of inches, life is made of minutes.
!
›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 3.1-8

!

1. What do you think Solomon is saying here?
2. Do any of the “times” the Bible talks about seem wrong all of the time?

!

If you have a white board, this would be a great time to make a list of “Good” things
and “Bad” things in this passage from Ecclesiastes. Literally draw a line down the
middle of the board and put Good on one side and Bad on the other. Let discussion
ensue about what’s really perceived as bad and what’s really good on this list from this
block of scripture.
3. What attitude could make these situations all right? Trusting in God, etc.
4. Why do you think God allows “bad” things like death and war? Does He cause
those things? Does he tempt people to make those things happen?

!

This passage seems to say that good or bad (or what we perceive as good or bad - it
may not be that way to God) that there is a time for everything.

!

There are a lot of things you will experience in your life, but it’s not yet time for those
things. You will eventually support yourself financially, but not right now. You will
hopefully get to experience the birth of your own child someday, but now is not the
time for that.

!
!
!
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When we follow God’s timing,
things will turn out for the better.
›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 3.11

!

1. Verse 11: “He has made everything beautiful in its time.” What does that mean?
2. How would we know that it’s time for a certain thing in our lives?

!

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 3.12

!

In the world today, people talk more about doing good than serving God. Doing good
is serving God for Christians.

!

Think of the time you have (1,440 minutes a day, 60 minutes an hour). What
percentage of that do you think you spend doing good?

!

With every time a minute goes by, you are either using it or wasting it. Do we waste our
time more than we use it wisely?

!

›❯ Read Colossians 4.5

!

Break it down. Giving the class a visual on a Powerpoint or white board would be best
for breaking down this scripture.

!
!1 [Conduct yourselves wisely] towards 2 [outsiders],
making the 3 [best use of the time.]

!

1. Conduct yourselves wisely: literally means to "walk with wisdom", that is, to follow
God's pattern for living.
2. Outsiders: Paul knew very well that he didn't need to give non-Christians more
reasons to criticize or gossip about the behavior of Christians.
3. Best use of the time: or "make the most of every opportunity", literally means to
snap up the opportunity, to get it while you can.

!
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Are you currently following God’s timing in your life? // Look at where you are in
your life. What has God done in your past? What has God put in front of you? It may
not be easy or evident to see what God does in your life until you get older, but God is
working with you right now whether you know it or not.
Are you using the minutes of your day wisely? // We overuse the phrase "Time
wasted having fun is no time wasted." I waste tons of time playing games, reading stuff
on the internet, and watching TV. We can always find ways to make my minutes mean
more.

!

Where do you think you need to change? // Be more active in study. Learn more. The
Word of God has angles we've never thought about, applications for our lives that we
can't know unless we look deep into the Bible.

!
!
END WITH PRAYER
!

Dear Lord, we thank you so much for the time you have given us. We all know there’s
only so much time to make a difference for You, and we hope that you give us the spirit
of service and caring to be able to make more servants for you. Thank you so much for
Jesus, and it’s in His name we pray, Amen.

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
16

4

!
!

MONEY
MONEY
MONEY

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

When we die - and yes, all of us will,
even though as teens, you feel
invincible right now - we’re not going
to be able to take anything with us.
Not even the clothes on our backs.
So if we work and work just to get
more stuff, only to be unable to take
it with us when we die, what purpose
in life is that?

ICEBREAKER HAVE AND WANT
Hand out index cards and tell the class to list two things: one possession that they have
that they treasure most, and one possession they would like to have. Take up the cards
and read the most entertaining ones to the class.

!

+ How important is money to you?
+ Is it wrong to want more money?
+ Do you think money is a good motivator?
+ What can you GET with money?
+ How many of you think all of life's problems would be solved if you had a lot of
money?

!
"The rich people always the ones that say that money doesn't matter."
!

How many of us have been guilty of saying or thinking that? Some of us may work or
go to school with people who seemingly have a lot of money, and they don’t ever
seem to be concerned with losing it.
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!

The truth is, we are convinced that having more money is always better. Today, we are
going to talk about money, and how our view of money might be pulling us away from
God and our service to Him.

!

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 5.1-7

!

1. What is Solomon talking about when he says “the house of God”? He’s talking
about the temple—the center of Jewish worship in the Old Testament.
2. What is his advice for those going to worship? To listen rather than speak, and do
not be hasty
3. How many mouths did God give us? How many ears? I guess that means we
should listen twice as much as we talk. Why do you think “let your words be few” is
good advice for us all then?

!

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 5.10-17

!

Solomon’s view of riches was that they were meaningless. He’d had riches and wealth
and all that money could buy, and he said it hadn’t fulfilled him. Oh, it probably did for
a little while, just like it would all of us, but we would eventually discover what Solomon
had long ago - that money does not equal happiness.

!

In verses 10-15, Solomon names some of the traps that loving money can cause
you to fall into. What are some of those traps? You could also have the class list
these for you and put them on a white board.

!

+ addiction/dissatisfaction (verse 10)
+ attracts the greedy (verse 11)
+ becomes a status symbol/trophy (verse 11)
+ promotes worry (verse 12)
+ causes lack of sleep (verse 12)
+ results in hoarding/stockpiling for self (verse 13)
+ can be lost easily (verse 14)
+ sure to disappear at death (verse 15)

!
!

›❯ Read Matthew 19.16-26
18

!

1. How hard do you think it is for a rich man to enter Heaven? As Jesus puts it, it’s
incredibly hard.

The question we must ask ourselves:
Who or what are you serving today?
2. Why do you think that is? Because it’s hard for us to “let go” of our stuff.

!
Is money really ours?
!

Think about it. Money isn’t really ours. If everything belongs to God anyways, then
money was never ours in the first place. Where did that money come from? Maybe you
have a part-time job, so it came from there. Okay, where did they get the money to
give to you for working there? They got it from the company. All right, who gave them
the ability to open that business so they could employ you? God did.

!

That may be a silly illustration, but we have to realize that everything is God’s anyway,
and when we realize that, we are able to have more freedom with our money than ever.

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 5.18 - 6.2

!

Solomon tends to say here that working hard and enjoying life is good. He even goes
so far to say that this is a gift of God.

!

1. Is there anything inherently wrong with having wealth or possessions?
2. What makes wealth and riches sinful? When we put our love and trust in them and
not in God.

!

›❯ Read Luke 16.13

!

Personal Story: I once had a job where I had not two, but four bosses. Those bosses
where in the chain of command and didn’t communicate well. They were always
overlapping, always countering orders. For me, being a low-ranking officer in the
military, it was my job to follow orders and not ask too many questions.

!

Serving four bosses, let alone just two, led to all kinds of frustrations. Nothing got
done, and I didn’t really know who I was supposed to follow.
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!

Jesus says in Luke 16.13 that we can’t serve two masters - because we’ll end up being
devoted to one and not the other.

!

Money cannot be our master. It’s true: money has incredible power. You can get
virtually anything you want if you have enough money. But God knows how money can
be a temptation for us. God knows that it can brainwash us.

!

Think about your search for happiness for a moment.
+ Do you try to find it by giving in to your desires?
+ Do you live as if the pursuit of money will bring you true happiness?

!
!
END WITH PRAYER
!

Dear Lord, help us to find our joy in You and You alone. Help us to see that money and
power and stuff will only get us so far in this life. Help us to realize that we can’t take
anything with us when we die, so we should concentrate on serving you and making it
to Heaven. Help us to not give in to every desire we have, but to always be seeking
your face. Help us to be better servants every day for you. In your Son’s name, Amen.

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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5

LIFE ISN’T

FAIR

!
!

As adults, we know that life isn’t fair.
This comes with experience, experience
that teens don’t necessarily have just
yet. In this section, we’ll discuss fairness
and what Ecclesiastes has to say about
how we should approach life.

ICEBREAKER UNFAIR ADVANTAGE

!
!
!

!Ask for two volunteers to come up to the front of the class. Get a can of cola or some
other drink and take a communion cup and pour a tiny thimble full of that drink into
that tiny cup. Now tell the two volunteers that whoever drinks theirs the fastest wins.
Obviously, to prove the point, the person with the tiny cup will win.

!

What does this exercise say? It say that it probably wasn’t fair to give them different
responsibilities for the same ultimate reward.

!

+ Was the game fair? Why or why not?
+ What would have made the game fair?
+ Is life fair? Why or why not?

!
Today we’re going to discuss fairness and see what Solomon has to say about it.
!
›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 8.1-9

!

As with any position of authority, a person’s attitude toward a king should be one of
obedience. Verse 5 of this passage even says that a person who keeps the Kings
command will “know no evil.” This wisdom seems to point out that the wise respect
the rules. The wise follow God’s rules, the foolish follow their own rules.
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1. You’ve often heard the phrase “Rules were made to be broken.” Is that true?
2. Why are rules and rulers important to have?
3. What would the world be like without rules?

!

If we’re perfectly honest, we don’t like following rules very much. In fact, some of us
have an unhealthy disrespect for rules of all types, whether that’s cheating on a test or
speeding in our cars.

!

Solomon is saying in this passage something very simple: that those who follow the
King’s commands (i.e. the rules) will not perish and will know no evil. But those who
don’t - those who seek out their own will and desires - will not be in the King’s (God’s)
presence. And the presence of God is exactly where we should want to be.

!

1. Why do God’s rules always seem so confining?
2. Why does it seem as though God is always trying to take away our fun?

!

Think about your parents for a second. Don’t they always want what’s best for you?
Don’t they always try to keep you safe?

!

The same goes with God. God may not be our literal father, but He is our Heavenly
Father and not only does he try to protect us and keep us safe, He knows exactly what
we need to keep us safe. His will for our lives is always in His mind.

!

Often we don’t understand what God’s Will means for our future. We like to question it.
However, when we know His Will, we should follow even if we do not understand the
full purpose.

!
!
THREE EXAMPLES TO MAKE OUR POINT
!

Imagine you're in battle (partially because you are). If we give up during the battle, that
does not take us out of danger. We don’t escape danger by joining the enemy either.
We must remember that we are in battle. Our duty as Christians is to follow what our
Commander tells us. He sits on a high hill and sees the whole picture. He wants what is
best for us.

!

Think about a big flashlight versus your phone. You’re playing Hide-and-Seek in the
church building, but all you have is your phone’s screen to light the way. Even at full
brightness, it doesn’t light up the long hallway. Now take out a big flashlight. It lights
up the whole long hallway and then some.
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!

God is like the flashlight, because He can see your whole life in a snapshot. He knows
what’s coming for you, He knows how to keep you safe.

!

Another example would be that of a castle with high walls. Inside God’s castle - inside
His will - we are protected. We can make any choice we want so long as it is inside
God’s will. But if we venture outside the walls, we become exposed and unprotected.
God only is faithful to us when we are faithful to Him - inside his will and protection.

!

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 8.10-17

!

1. Have you ever looked at someone who wasn’t honoring God or doing God’s will
and wondered why they seemed to have it so well?
2. Solomon says, “The wicked get what the righteous deserve and the righteous get
what the wicked deserve.” Have you ever seen this happen?

!

There is an attitude that is prevalent today. It goes, “If I can get
away with it, I can do it.” You know people who think this way even you may have thought this way. This is a dangerous attitude
to have. We should never do something just because we won’t get
caught, we should do what’s right no matter if anyone notices or
not. Be assured that God notices.

!

If I can get
away with it,
then I can
do it.

Solomon’s point here is that we all live in a fallen, unfair world. Sometimes the wicked
do seem to prosper. This should not cause us to look differently or give up on our faith.
We should instead be always trying to outdo God. We can’t match God’s love,
genoristy, and goodness, but it wouldn’t hurt us to try.

!
If we live to please the King, no harm will ultimately come to us.
!
!THAT’S UNFAIR!
!Just look at the world today and you will see tons of examples of life not being very

fair. Take a few recent news articles like these and see what the class thinks. Allow for
discussion on each story. Some are really tragic. The point is to get the class to see that
we live in a broken and unfair world.

!

+ Parents losing their kids in Sandy Hook shooting
+ Students at a Mass. school made to acknowledge 'transexual' students rights
+ Woman loses her legs protecting her kids from a tornado in Indiana
23

!

1. How do stories like this make you feel?
2. How do you think they make God feel?
3. Why doesn’t God choose to judge these people in this life?

!

›❯ Read 2 Peter 3.9

!

We always want to rush in and punish people ourselves for their henious acts. Take the
shooter at Sandy Hook Elementary in late 2012. There’s a lot of hate and discontent
directed at that young man for doing what he did. If he hadn’t have taken his own life,
would 2 Peter 3.9 still apply to him? Even after what he did?

!
Yes, it would. God means what He says. And He doesn’t give up on anyone.
!

If God wouldn’t even give up on a killer, what makes you think he would give up on
you? God is patient with you, God always has the hope that you will turn to Him.

!

We live in a sinful and fallen world. Often, things that happen seem difficult to us.
However, God is infinitely good. He often blesses us through our surrounding
tragedies. Our goal is to please the Master and keep up hope through the tragedies
that surround us.

!
This life is unfair, but what happens after this life is final.
!
!
END WITH PRAYER
!

Dear Lord, please help us with our decisions. Help us realize that in this fallen, sinful,
and unfair world, that we belong to You. Help us to trust in your guidance and in your
rules, even when we don’t agree with them. Help us to see Your will in our lives every
day. Thank you so much for your Son, and it’s in His name we pray, Amen.

!!
!!
!
!
!
!
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THE BOTTOM LINE:

FEAR GOD

A healthy fear of God is just what we
need sometimes, and Solomon
knew exactly how to end his writing
- with an encouragement and an
exhortation that fear in God is the
most important thing we can have in
our life.

!

!

Imagine you are walking through the woods at dusk on a hiking trip to the top of a
mountain. The woods are dense and it is difficult to see very far into the brush. You are
thinking about the view from the top of the hill and what a sense of accomplishment
you will feel when you reach the summit. What you do not know, is that a huge, maneating grizzly bear is sitting near the path about a half mile from where you are walking
right now.
In this situation, what do you need to know?
Do you need to know how to better your grades? Do you need to understand the best
way to improve your relationship with your boyfriend or girlfriend? These are each
important things and knowledge in these areas is highly advisable but, as you walk
down this path in the darkening woods towards a life altering, if not life ending
experience, there is only one thing you need to know. THERE IS A BEAR ON THE
PATH! At this moment, there is simply no other knowledge that is important, relative to
the knowledge of the danger that awaits you.
If someone came running down the path from the other direction, having just escaped
this huge beast, you would expect them to warn you. You would expect them to impart
the knowledge that there is a bear in your path, because this is the only knowledge
that matters at this moment. This stranger might be an a great tutor to help you in your
grades or he might give great advice in dealing with boyfriend and girlfriend problems,
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but this would be of little consequence to you if this stranger did not first say, "THERE
IS A BEAR IN THE PATH!"
This is a silly story and example, I know, but it illustrates our point: we must base our
faith in God on one basic principle, and that is to fear Him respectfully and keep his
commands. Once we know that one basic fact, we can concentrate on the other things.
And it took Solomon years if not decades to figure this out, and in chapter 12 he shares
his conclusions with us.

!

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 12.13

!

We read this verse in the first lesson of our study. Does it mean something more to you
now, now that you know what Solomon has went through trying to figure out the true
meaning of life?

!

1. How does Solomon describe his conclusion? This is the end of my studies, that is to fear God and keep his commands.
2. What does he call this? The whole duty of man.

!

That’s great and all, but what does it mean to fear God? Is this a scary-movie afraid
kind of fear or what?

!

›❯ Read Proverbs 1.7

!

When the Bible says the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, it is saying that
without the knowledge of God and the impact He can have on our life; all other
knowledge is pointless and irrelevant. Before we can impart any helpful knowledge to
someone else, we must first tell them, "THERE IS A REAL GOD!"

!

Once an individual comes to the personal realization that there is a God and that He is
personally involved in the lives of mankind, they will naturally feel some sense of fear,
just like the hiker who learns that a bear is in the path. He fears the fact that the bear
has the power to alter his life. God has the power to alter your life. God is powerful and
he can change circumstances. God can and does stick His finger in your life. So, what
do you need to know? You need to know that there is a God and that He can alter your
life. Just like the hiker, there are many other things you need to know but, if you don't
know the main thing, nothing else really matters!

!

To echo Solomon’s words, it’s our entire duty to fear God and keep His commands.
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!
!
!
WHAT DO YOU FEAR?
!

Index card time again. Ask the class to write down one of their biggest fears on the
card and hand it back. First ask if anyone wants to share their fear, and if they don’t you
can read some off the cards.

!
A lot of us have different fears. Some of them are silly. Others are completely justified.
!
A silly fear of mine is wasps. I can’t stand those little things, and they terrify me to no
end. I also have a fear of heights, despite flying in planes in the Marines for 2 years.

!
But what are some legit fears?
!

My wife is visiting her mother right now in west Tennessee. The reason why she’s there
is because they thought she might have had a heart attack a couple of days ago. Talk
about legit fears...you go to the hospital a couple of times because of health problems
and you will know legit fear.

!

Think about a fear of failure. Fear that you will let your friends, relatives, parents, or
your ball team down. That’s a legit fear.

!

Is that the fear that we’re talking about? Fear of rollercoasters, bugs, the dark whatever?

!

Fear of God is totally different. It’s one of the basics of our Christian life. If we don’t fear
God, if we don’t respect Him and His Word, nothing else works. Not worship, not
church, not anything. Without a healthy fear and respect for God, nothing else falls into
place.

!

›❯ Read Ecclesiastes 12.1-14

!

Solomon’s metaphor section is a description of how we are basically wasting away. Kind
of depressing, but we need to realize that our lives, especially our youth, are short-lived.

!

1. Why would Solomon warn young people about staying close to the Lord?
2. Why would he bring up how brief our youth is?

!
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!

Young people often feel indestructible and think that their youth will last forever. We
know that this is not true. Solomon thought it was important to help keep people from
making the same mistakes in their youth that he made.

!

It may not be popular anymore, but YOLO (You Only Live Once) was one of the things
teens were saying for a while. YOLO would imply that you can do whatever you want
and not have to pay the consequences. The real truth is that someone always pays the
consequences, and bad decisions have a way of coming back to you.

The painful part is that many of the consequences that
people bring on themselves during high school,
college, or young adulthood stay with them the rest of
their lives.
I bet that Solomon was living a life plagued by painful consequences that he had given
himself during his youth. Think about it. He was young, rich, handsome (son of David
and Bathsheba, I think you can assume that), powerful, and unstoppable. Ultimately,
Solomon’s downfall was himself. He finally recognized that even though other people
might not be able to touch him, he was destroying his own life.

!

His warning to us is that we do not get to our old age and have to say, “I wish I had
that to do over again.” The Latin phrase made famous in the 1989 movie Dead Poet’s
Society “Carpe Diem” is probably overused, but is a great rule to live by. If we can
truly “Seize the Day” every day of our lives, we will never look back on things and
think, “if I only would have acted differently.”

!

God truly wants the best years of our lives. The main way to have true fulfillment in life
is not to fill life with useless and meaningless things. Instead, we need to recognize
Christ’s importance in our lives and keep Him first.

!

›❯ Read Matthew 6.19-21, 33

!
1. How do these verses relate to Solomon's message?
!

To be truly happy, live a life that pleases God. And that means following his Word, his
commands, and his rules for our lives. Solomon, like any good writer, sums this up in
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the last verses of Ecclesiastes. Life isn’t, in fact, worthless - it actually has true meaning
when we fear God and keep his commandments.

!
!
ILLUSTRATION IMPORTANT THINGS FIRST
!

If time allows at the end of class, you can give an illustration to the kids that they won’t
soon forget.

!

Have a clear pitcher, rocks, gravel, sand, and water handy. Put the rocks into the pitcher
first, so that the pitcher appears full. Explain that although it appears full, other things
can still fit into the pitcher. Add the gravel. Again, suggest that it looks full, but it is not.
Then add the sand, and ask everyone if it is finally completely full. Reveal that is not by
adding water. The water will seep in around the rocks, gravel, and sand.

!

Explain that if you were to start this activity in reverse order, there would be no room
for the rocks. Adding only one rock would cause some of the water to overflow.

!

Just like the rocks, our lives need God in them first. If you don’t put Him in your life
first, at the root, your life will hold little value and you will never reach true peace and
fulfillment.

!
!
END WITH PRAYER
!

Dear God, we thank you so much for blessing this study of Ecclesiastes. We hope that
you’ll help us take the things we’ve learned in the last 6 weeks and apply them to our
everyday lives. Help us to realize that the our true purpose and the way we truly obtain
happiness is through serving you. Help us to always be looking to Jesus as the finisher
of our faith. In His name we pray, Amen.

!
!
!
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