October 13, 2015
Board of Supervisors
County of Marin
3501 Civic Center Drive
San Rafael, California 94903
SUBJECT: Workshop on Preserving Housing Affordability
Dear Board Members:
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that your Board review the results of the
2015 Rental Housing Survey, consider options for preventing displacement and
preserving housing affordability, and provide direction to staff.
BACKGROUND: A number of factors have contributed to the severe shortage of
affordable homes that currently exists in Marin. Marin County is a highly desirable
place to live and work because of its beautiful setting, distinctive communities, and
abundant cultural and recreational opportunities. In addition, more than 80% of the
land in Marin is dedicated to parkland, open space and agriculture, thus protecting or
restricting it from further development. As housing costs have increased steadily, the
sources of funding to support the preservation and creation of affordable housing
opportunities have been shrinking. These trends are reflected by low vacancy rates,
the pressures of increasing demand, and a widening gap between housing
affordability and the cost of purchasing and renting a home. Many lower and
moderate income residents, including seniors and families, are struggling with the
high cost of housing. In addition, Marin’s workforce is facing longer commutes with
fewer of those employed by local businesses living in the county.
Marin County is part of the San Francisco Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), which
continues to have the second highest median home sales price in the nation
following the San Jose MSA.1 Housing prices in Marin and much of the Bay Area
have been high for many years; however a dramatic rise has occurred following the
2008 recession. In 2009, the median home sales price in Marin was $750,000 for a
single-family detached home, and $337,000 for a condominium/townhome. By 2014,
the median home sales prices jumped to $999,000 for a single-family detached home
and $506,000 for a condominium/ townhome. That represents an increase of 33% for
single-family detached home prices and a 50% increase for condominium/townhome
prices just in the past six years.

1

Realtor.org: http://www.realtor.org/topics/metropolitan-median-area-prices-and-affordability
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Rental prices have soared as well. Ten years ago in 2005, the average rental in
Marin cost $1,478 per month. Despite the 2008 recession, this figure had climbed to
$1,673 per month by 2009. As of June 2015, average rents have jumped by 66%
since 2005 to $2,456 per month.2 Based on housing affordability standards3, a
household would need to earn $8,187 per month or $98,240 per year to afford the
average rental in Marin, and approximately $200,000 per year ($17,000/month) to
afford the average purchase price of a single-family home. The median income for a
two-person household in Marin is $81,5004. Given these statistics, it is not surprising
that many Marin households are reporting difficulty affording to rent or purchase a
home in the county today. According to 2010 census data, approximately 70% of
households in Marin own the home they occupy, while the remaining 30% are
renters. The data for median incomes and median home prices indicate that many
existing homeowners in Marin would likely not be able to purchase their home again
at current market rate prices.
The recent changes in the local housing market have made it increasingly difficult for
some members of the community (current residents and those who work in the
county) to find and maintain affordable housing in the area. The Housing Element
points out that as of early 2014 less than 1% of all housing in unincorporated Marin
was restricted for lower and moderate income households. A household of two
persons is considered “low income” if they earn a combined household income of
$75,100 or less a year, or “moderate income” if they earn $97,800 or less per year.
Rising housing costs and diminishing supply is contributing to the loss of much of the
already limited supply of rental housing stock affordable to lower and moderate
income households. The lack of affordable rental housing has also contributed to a
rise in the local homeless and precariously housed5 population. The Marin County
2015 Point in Time Count of homeless persons was conducted on January 29, 2015,
and revealed a total of 1,309 homeless persons, an increase of 38% since January
2013.6 The 2015 homeless count included a total of 57 families with children,
accounting for 15% of the overall homeless population. Of those surveyed for the
2015 count, 35% shared that this was their first time experiencing homelessness, and
51% said they’ve been homeless for a year or more.
In 2013, an additional 4,388 persons were found to be at risk of homelessness and
considered precariously housed. In 2015, this number jumped by 19% up to a total of
2

Marin County Rental Statistics, Summer 2015, Michael J. Burke Rental Survey:
http://www.marinapartments.com/_docs/RentalSurvey.pdf
3
According to the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), “Families who pay more
than 30 percent of their income for housing are considered cost burdened and may have difficulty
affording necessities such as food, clothing, transportation and medical care.”
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/affordablehousing
4
HUD FY2015 Income Limits: http://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/il/il15/index.html
5
A person is considered precariously housed and at risk of homelessness if they are about to lose
housing and have no other place to live, or are housed but living temporarily with friends or family
because they lack the resources and/or support networks to retain or obtain permanent housing
and/or are housed but have moved frequently due to economic reasons and/or are living in severely
overcrowded housing.
6
Marin County Health & Human Services: https://www.marinhhs.org/point-time-count-marin
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5,222 precariously housed persons. Last year, Marin County Health & Human
Services tracked in real time the number of households (either individuals or families)
who requested assistance with a housing crisis. Over a one-week period in late 2014,
they received 587 requests for assistance from households experiencing a housing
crisis (at least 225 of which were families and 286 were individuals).7
County Support for Affordable Housing
The 2007 Marin Countywide Plan has a goal of maintaining balanced communities
that house and employ persons from all income groups and provide the full range of
needed facilities and services. In order to promote diverse and vibrant communities
and economies, there is a need to preserve the limited housing opportunities that
exist for lower and moderate income households. The following policies of the
Countywide Plan and 2015-2023 Housing Element exemplify the County’s goal of
supporting a diverse housing stock that offers opportunities for households of all
income levels to be an integral part of the local community:
CWP Goal CD-2: Balanced Communities. Maintain balanced communities
that house and employ persons from all income groups and provide the full
range of needed facilities and services.
CWP Policy CD-2.1 Provide a Mix of Housing. The range of housing types,
sizes, and prices should accommodate workers employed in Marin County.
This includes rental units affordable to lower-wage earners and housing that
meets the needs of families, seniors, disabled persons, and homeless
individuals and families.
CWP Policy CD-2.11 Promote Diverse Affordable Housing Strategies.
Promote a diverse set of affordable housing strategies to convert existing
market rate units to permanently affordable units in addition to building
affordable housing in appropriate locations.
CWP Program CD-2.r Convert Existing Market Rate Units. Identify specific
strategies and funding mechanisms for the conversion of existing market rate
units into permanently affordable housing.
Housing Element Policy 2.2 Housing Choice: Implement policies that
facilitate housing and preservation to meet the needs of Marin County’s
workforce and low income population.
Housing Element Policy 2.4 Protect Existing Housing: Protect and
enhance the housing we have and ensure that existing affordable housing will
remain affordable.

7

Marin County Health & Human Services, August 2015.
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Housing Element Program 2.i: Increase Tenants Protections
Explore providing rental protections, such as:
 Noticing of rental increases
 Relocation costs
 Just-cause eviction
 Rent stabilization
 Rent control
One of the primary goals that guides the Countywide Plan states: “A Creative,
Diverse, and Just Community. Marin will celebrate artistic expression, educational
achievement, and cultural diversity, and will nurture and support services to assist the
more vulnerable members of the community.” The policy options presented for the
Board’s consideration offer a range of measures aimed at making the County an
equitable, healthy and safe place to live, regardless of background or income level.
County Efforts
Over the years, the Board of Supervisors has taken a number of steps to promote the
development and preservation of affordable housing in the unincorporated county.
These efforts include providing a range of funding sources, such as the Housing
Trust, jobs-housing linkage fee and large home impact fee, waiving planning and
building fees for affordable housing projects, inclusionary housing requirements,
creating incentives and adjusting development regulations, and allowing rental of
rooms with small food preparation facilities. The full list of these actions with more
detail is included as Attachment 1.
While the County has pursued a number of strategies to address the housing
shortage, more can be done to prevent further displacement of Marin’s current
residents and preserve housing affordability. There are several measures that could
be explored further to help current residents remain in the homes they can afford,
and to better encourage a range of opportunities for new affordable housing in the
County. Measures could include: preservation of units through acquisition and
conversion, supporting landlord incentives, revising regulations for second units,
creating a more efficient review process for affordable housing development,
increasing support for Below Market Rate (BMR) home ownership program, and
introducing tenant protections, such as rent stabilization and just cause for evictions.
Around the Bay Area
The current state of the rental housing market and its impact on the local economy is
prompting jurisdictions across the Bay Area and beyond to consider measures such
as those discussed in this report. The bay area cities of San Francisco, Oakland,
Berkeley, San Jose, East Palo Alto, Hayward, and Los Gatos have comprehensive
rent regulation programs administered by a rent board, which include rent
stabilization, just cause evictions, and other tenant protections. This past August, the
City of Richmond adopted an ordinance establishing rent control and just cause for
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eviction, and the City of Healdsburg adopted rental housing guidelines to encourage
landlords to limit rent increases to no more than 10% annually and provide 90-day
notice for rent increases when possible.
Several other local jurisdictions have recently begun the process of considering
tenant protections including San Mateo County, City of Alameda and City of Santa
Rosa. San Mateo County is implementing several programs, some of which are
similar to Marin’s efforts to support the preservation and creation of affordable
housing opportunities, including an Affordable Housing Fund, utilizing county land for
housing, encouraging second unit development, implementing an inclusionary
housing requirement for new development, regulating conversion of rental housing to
condominiums, and encouraging Section 8 voucher acceptance.
A variety of other affordable housing programs currently exist in the state. A total of
22 cities have rent regulation in place for mobile home parks. The cities of Campbell,
Fremont, Gardena and San Leandro offer tenant/landlord mediation service; while
the cities of San Diego and Glendale are implementing just cause eviction
ordinances. Napa County recently adopted a “Proximity Housing Homebuyers’
Assistance Program,” which provides down payment assistance of up to 10% for
qualifying lower and moderate income households who work in the County and wish
to purchase a home within 20 miles of their workplace. The Marin towns of Novato
and Tiburon have adopted a Junior Second Unit ordinance to promote the
conversion of bedrooms into separate living units in underutilized homes.
Fair Housing
Under state and federal fair housing laws, it is unlawful to restrict housing choice on
the basis of race, color, disability, religion, sex, familial status, national origin, sexual
orientation, marital status, ancestry, age, and source of income. In 2011, the Board
adopted an Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice (AI) which broadly
identifies the actions, omissions, and conditions in the County that may have the
effect of restricting housing choice for people protected under state and federal fair
housing laws. The AI not only identifies impediments to fair housing choice, but also
makes recommendations to overcome the effects of those impediments in an
Implementation Plan. The AI is intended to serve as the basis for fair housing
planning, providing essential information to County staff, policy makers, housing
providers, lenders, and fair housing advocates, and to assist with garnering
community support for fair housing efforts.
The AI concludes that substantial impediments to housing choice exist across the
rental, sale, and lending markets throughout Marin County. For example, Hispanic,
Asian, and particularly Black households are not moving into Marin County in
appreciable numbers in part because Marin is viewed as an unwelcoming place for
racial minorities; and those minorities who choose to live in Marin may face
differential treatment that limits housing choices. Families with children also
experience discrimination and are limited in their housing choices that have unit
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sizes that can accommodate families. People with disabilities face barriers ranging
from housing providers’ unwillingness to rent to tenants in need of reasonable
accommodations to physically inaccessible housing. As the generation of baby
boomers ages, demand has increased for a limited number of beds in residential
care facilities for the elderly (RCFEs). Studies have shown that people with
disabilities, particularly people of color, have unequal access to senior housing,
RCFEs and continuing care facilities. Although fair housing and affordable housing
are not synonymous, affordable housing can serve the needs of a diverse
community, including those who historically have faced discrimination in finding a
place to live.
2015 Rental Housing Survey
In March of this year, the Community Development Agency released the 2015 Rental
Housing Survey to solicit input from renters and landlords regarding the rental
housing market in Marin (Attachments 2-5). The survey received more than 800
responses from renters, the majority of who indicated that their rent has been raised
in the past twelve months and that the cost of monthly rent is the most challenging
and prohibitive factor to living in Marin. When asked about monthly rent increases,
498 of the 829 respondents (60%) indicated that their rent has gone up by some
amount in the past year. To be more specific, 135 respondents (16%) said their rent
increased by $200 or more per month in the past twelve months; 172 (21%) by $100
to $199; 142 (17%) by $51 to $99, and 52 (6%) by less than $50. 261 (32%) of
respondents are spending more than 50% of their income on housing, and 382 (46%)
indicated that they are paying 30 to 50% of their income toward housing costs. 372
(45%) of respondents have a month-to-month agreement and are living without the
security and stability of a longer term lease. Fifty-nine percent of respondents
indicated that they have plans to move, citing the cost of their rent payment and
concerns about rent increases and/or eviction as their primary reasons. Seventyseven percent of respondents state that the cost of monthly rent is by far the most
significant challenge to renting in Marin, followed by the cost of rent deposits at
move-in time (36%), and concern about rent increases and/or eviction (27%).
In the open comments at the end of each survey, participants provided details of their
personal struggle to find or maintain housing in Marin that they can afford
(Attachment 3). By way of example, parents can’t afford to stay in Marin to keep their
kids in the county’s high performing school districts. Seniors can’t afford to transition
within their own community as their daily life needs and incomes change. Young
people new to the workforce can’t afford to live in the area they grew up in. And many
of the locally employed people who serve Marin’s residents and add significant value
to their communities are being displaced due to the affordability gap between their
respective wages and current housing prices.
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Policy Options
The urgency of the Bay Area housing crisis has put added pressure on the need to
consider a full range of solutions that may be feasible at the local level. Staff
recommends evaluating a comprehensive set of policy options that together with the
measures already being implemented by the County (Attachment 1) would help to
prevent displacement and preserve housing affordability. Under the Board’s direction,
any options selected from the list below could be presented and discussed in greater
depth at a future Board hearing.
Preservation and Conversion:





Acquisition for preservation - Purchase market rate housing for conversion to
long-term affordable housing.
Workforce home ownership program - consider a new program to support
home ownership for Marin’s workforce, consistent with Napa County’s
Proximity Housing Program.8 This could include one-time assistance toward a
down payment on a home within 20 miles of the workplace for qualifying
applicants employed in Marin.
Incentives – Offer one-time incentives to landlords who are willing to rent to
low income tenants, including those with Section 8 vouchers. This could
include a loan pool to guarantee landlord assistance with the cost of repairing
damages or lost rent due to vacancy. Tax incentives or write-offs could also
be explored.

New Construction:








8

Second Unit regulations – Consider adjustments to Second Unit regulations
such as incentives for renting the unit to lower income households and
reducing impact fees associated with the Second Unit development costs.
This is consistent with Housing Element Program 1.e (Consider Adjustments
to Second Unit Development Standards).
Promote Room Rentals/ “Junior Second Units” – Identify and promote the
existing regulations that permit the conversion of bedrooms into independent
rental units within existing homes that may currently be underutilized (e.g. a
single person living in a four-bedroom home). This type of housing is also
commonly referred to as “Junior Second Units.”
Second Unit amnesty – Consider renewing the second unit amnesty program
to legalize illegal second units that are brought up to code to improve housing
conditions for moderate and lower income households.
Evaluate multi-family land use designations - Analyze multi-family land use
designations to evaluate whether multi-family zoning is appropriately located.
This is consistent with Housing Element Program 1.b.

http://www.countyofnapa.org/ceo/affordablehousing/
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Tiny home village – Identify appropriate site and funding for a “tiny home”
village to house and service the homeless and precariously housed.
Pre-approved plans for small homes - Develop a small residence prototype
that offers property owners approved plans for small residences.
Streamlined review – Consider establishing a ministerial review process for
affordable housing development that meets predetermined standards,
consistent with Housing Element Program 1.d (Study Ministerial Review for
Affordable Housing).
Below Market Rate (BMR) program – Consider expanding financial support
for the Below Market Rate (BMR) home ownership program
Housing Overlay Designation (HOD) – Analyze the Countywide Plan’s HOD
policy for its effectiveness in encouraging the construction of affordable
housing. This is consistent with Housing Element Program 1.c.

Tenant Protections:










Just cause evictions – By local ordinance, a landlord must state and prove a
valid reason for terminating a tenancy. Typically adopted with a rent
stabilization ordinance.
Rent stabilization - Protects tenants from excessive rent increases, while at
the same time allows landlords a reasonable return on their investments.
Typically ties annual rent increases to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for
shelter.
Noticing requirements for rent increases/evictions – Under California law, a
landlord is required to give a 30-day notice to move or 60 days if the tenant
has lived in the rental a year or more. Similarly, for rent increases of 10% or
less a year, a 30-day notice is required, and for more than 10% a 60 day
notice is required. These noticing deadlines could be expanded to provide
increased notification for tenants.
Relocation costs - California law provides for tenant relocation fees when a
local enforcement agency orders the unit vacated due to an immediate threat
to the tenants’ health and safety. Local ordinance can also require monetary
relocation assistance when tenants are evicted. Often this is reserved for
elderly, disabled or low-income tenants.
Source of income protection - Under California law, it is unlawful for landlords
to discriminate against a person because of the person’s source of income.
However, because Section 8 vouchers are not considered a source of
income, voucher recipients are not covered by this statute. A local ordinance
can prohibit housing discrimination based on a tenant’s source of income,
including Section 8 vouchers and other third-party payees.

Attachment 1
Existing Affordable Housing Support Established by the County of Marin
Over the years, the Board of Supervisors has taken a number of steps to promote the development and
preservation of affordable housing opportunities for the community. As detailed below, this has included
a range of funding sources, development fees, incentives and adjusted regulations all aimed at
supporting affordable housing in unincorporated Marin.


New affordable housing development: Since 1995, the County has contributed to the
development or preservation of 528 units of affordable housing located in projects throughout
unincorporated Marin, representing 11% of the total affordable units countywide. Most of these
projects provide affordable family housing, but three projects are exclusively for low income
seniors.



Funding for preservation and for construction of new affordable housing:
o

The Marin County Affordable Housing Trust Fund (Housing Trust) was created by the
Board in 1980 along with the inclusionary program to increase the stock of permanently
affordable housing units in the County. The Housing Trust provides a local source for
financial and technical assistance to help affordable housing developers produce and
preserve affordable housing. In recent years, the Board has allocated $250,000 annually
from the general fund to the Housing Trust. In the last twenty years, the Housing Trust
has been a major funder of every affordable housing development in unincorporated
Marin. Since 1988, the Housing Trust has expended over $14 million in support of
approximately 900 units of affordable housing. As of August 1, 2015, the Trust’s balance
is approximately $5,550,553.

o

The Marin Workforce Housing Trust is a public/private partnership with Board members
from the County of Marin, the Marin business community, and the Marin Community
Foundation. The Trust was created to meet the challenges of housing affordability for
workers throughout Marin County. Through a revolving loan fund, the Trust provides lowinterest rate loans for the construction, rehabilitation and preservation of homes
affordable to working families, the retired workforce and other vulnerable populations
within the community.

o

The Restricted Affordable Housing Trust Fund resulted from the excess funds of
mortgage revenue bonds and may be used solely for the purposes of residential
development or preservation for low and moderate income households, with a priority for
projects located in Marin City.

o

Impact Fee: The Board adopted the Affordable Housing Impact Fee in 2008, which
applies to all new single-family homes larger than 2,000 square feet, as well as
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teardowns and major remodels that would result in over 500 square feet of new space.
These fees contribute to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. (MCC Ch. 22.22).



Inclusionary Housing: The Board established the County’s inclusionary housing requirement in
1980, which requires residential subdivisions to build or dedicate 20% of the total units or lots to
affordable housing. Units built must be preserved as affordable in perpetuity. New rental
developments are subject to a rental housing impact fee, or may alternatively provide units
within the development affordable to very low income households. Non-residential developments
are required to pay a Jobs/Housing Linkage Fee, based on the development type and the total
square footage. All fees collected are deposited into the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. (MCC
Ch. 22.22).



Incentives: The Board has adopted a range of incentives, including density bonuses, technical
assistance, site development alternative standards, priority processing and fee waivers to
encourage and facilitate the development of affordable homes, as outlined in Development Code
Chapter 22.24. In addition, developments proposed as 100% affordable housing are allowed at
the high end of the density range established by the applicable Countywide Plan designation.



Second Units: The County encourages Second Unit development as a valuable infill and
intensification strategy, and allows Second Units in all residential zoning districts. Since 2000,
the County has issued approximately 255 permits for Second Units throughout unincorporated
Marin. The 2015-2023 Housing Element includes a program (1.e) to consider adjustments to
Second Unit development standards, including increasing the size limit and reducing permitting
fees and other restrictions.



Condo Conversion: The County regulates the conversion of rental property to condominiums by
preventing conversions that would (a) reduce the countywide rental vacancy rate below five
percent, or (b) reduce the ration of multi-family rental units to less than 25% of the total number
of dwelling units in the County without providing replacement rental units.



Agricultural Worker Housing Program: The County has partnered on a program that assisted
agricultural producers to apply to a USDA loan program established to assist with rehabilitation
of existing housing and building new housing for agricultural workers. This program helps to
ensure the long-term affordability and maintenance of agricultural worker housing.



Landlord/Tenant Mediation Service: The Consumer Protection Unit of the Marin County District
Attorney’s Office provides mediation for various types of disputes. This includes disputes
between tenants and landlords regarding housing repairs, security deposits, and evictions.
Mediation services are available in both Spanish and English.
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Attachment 2
Summary Statistics from 2015 Rental Housing Survey for Renters/Homeowners
Total Responses

1. Do you live and/or work in Marin County?
Live
Work
Live and work
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals

Total Count
829
Total Count

%

154
37
529
9
729
100
829

18.6%
4.5%
63.8%
1.1%
87.9%
12.1%
100%

Total Count
29
156
3
22
29
29
33
148
9
40
283
7
23
811
18
829

%
3.5%
18.8%
0.4%
2.7%
3.5%
3.5%
4.0%
17.9%
1.1%
4.8%
34.1%
0.8%
2.8%
97.8%
2.2%
100%

Total Count
101
691
15
807
22
829

%
12.2%
83.4%
1.8%
97.3%
2.7%
100%

Total Count
412
86
153
94
19
764
65
829

%
49.7%
10.4%
18.5%
11.3%
2.3%
92.2%
7.8%
100%

2. Do you live in the unincorporated area or in a city/town of Marin
County?
I do not live in Marin County
An unincorporated area
Belvedere
Corte Madera
Fairfax
Larkspur
Mill Valley
Novato
Ross
San Anselmo
San Rafael
Sausalito
Tiburon
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals
3. Do you rent or own your residence?
Own
Rent
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals
4. If you rent, has your montly rent been raised in the past 12 months?
Yes, it has been raised one time in the past 12 months
Yes, it has been raised more than one time in the past 12 months
No
Not applicable
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals
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5. If you answered "yes" to Question #4, how much did your rent
increase per month?
Less than $50
$50 to 99
$100 to 199
$200 to 299
$300 to 499
$500 to 999
$1000 or more
Not applicable
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals

Total Count
52
142
172
75
37
17
6
131
13
645
184
829

%
6.3%
17.1%
20.7%
9.0%
4.5%
2.1%
0.7%
15.8%
1.6%
77.8%
22.2%
100%

Total Count
244
161
55
144
30
634
195
829

%
29.4%
19.4%
6.6%
17.4%
3.6%
76.5%
23.5%
100%

Total Count
111
382
261
39
793
36
829

%
13.4%
46.1%
31.5%
4.7%
95.7%
4.3%
100%

Total Count
590
239
829

%
71.2%
28.8%
100%

6. If you answered "yes" to Question #4, how much notice were you
given prior to your rent increase?
30 days
60 days
More than 60 days
Not applicable
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals
7. How much of your income is spent on housing costs (monthly)?
Less than 30 percent
30 to 50 percent
More than 50 percent
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals
8. Do you receive rental assistance to help pay for housing costs (for
example: Section 8 voucher, family assistance, other subsidy)? If yes,
please specify.
Answered
Skipped
Totals

BOS Attachment 2
October 13, 2015
Page 2 of 5

9. If you rent, what is your current lease term?
Month-to-Month
Six months
One year
Two years
No lease agreement
Not applicable
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals

Total Count
372
15
223
19
56
18
12
715
114
829

%
44.9%
1.8%
26.9%
2.3%
6.8%
2.2%
1.4%
86.2%
13.8%
100%

Total Count
65
65
520
101
751
78
829

%
7.8%
7.8%
62.7%
12.2%
91%
9.4%
100%

Total Count
169
107
249
94
41
6
19
33
40
27
785
44
829

%
20.4%
12.9%
30.0%
11.3%
4.9%
0.7%
2.3%
4.0%
4.8%
3.3%
95%
5.3%
100%

10. Do you currently live in subsidized or affordable housing?
Yes
No, but I am on a waiting list
No, I do not qualify and/or do not need it
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals
11. Which of the following best describes your household?
One person living alone
Couple with no children
Couple with child(ren) under 18 years old
Single parent with child(ren) under 18 years old
Couple or single parent with grown child(ren) living at home
Grandparent(s) raising grandchild(ren)
Couple or single parent with grown child(ren) who no longer live(s) at home
Unrelated individuals living together
Multiple families living together
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals
12. How many people live in your household?
Average persons per household
Total persons
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals

Total
4
2,562
774
55
829
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13. What is your annual gross household income?
Average household income
Total income
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals

Total
$57,489
$28,207,756
463
366
829

14. How long have you lived at your current residence?
Less than 1 year
1-2 years
2-5 years
5-10 years
More than 10 years
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals

Total Count
105
170
232
145
139
791
38
829

%
12.7%
20.5%
28.0%
17.5%
16.8%
95.4%
4.6%
100%

Total Count
262
6
100
19
135
26
32
341
24

%
31.6%
0.7%
12.1%
2.3%
16.3%
3.1%
3.9%
41.1%
2.9%

Total Count
44
9
7
9
14
471
40

%
5.3%
1.1%
0.8%
1.1%
1.7%
56.8%
4.8%

15. If you plan to move, please identify your reason(s):
Cost of rent/house payment
Current housing does not accept Section 8 vouchers
Housing size doesn't meet family needs
Housing doesn't meet accessibility needs
Concerned about rent increases/eviction
Want to move to a different neighborhood
Want to move outside Marin County
I have no plans to move
My lease was terminated/not renewed
16. If your lease was terminated/not renewed, what was/were the
reason(s) provided?
No reason was provided
Non-payment of rent or late rental payment(s)
Occupancy concerns (number of people living in the home)
Owner move-in
Upgrades to the property
Not applicable
Other
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17. If your lease was terminated/not renewed, did you request an
extension of your lease on the basis of a disability?
Yes, and my request was granted
Yes, but my request was denied
No
Not applicable
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals

Total Count
10
22
48
469
16
565
264
829

%
1.2%
2.7%
5.8%
56.6%
1.9%
68%
31.8%
100%

Total Count
201
628
829

%
24.2%
75.8%
100%

Total Count
180
35
123
258
57
653
176
829

%
21.7%
4.2%
14.8%
31.1%
6.9%
78.8%
21.2%
100%

Total Count
639
298
40
39
109
221
109
113
119
57

%
77.1%
35.9%
4.8%
4.7%
13.1%
26.7%
13.1%
13.6%
14.4%
6.9%

Total Count
356
473
829

%
42.9%
57.1%
100%

18. If your request was granted, how long of an extension were you
given?
Answered
Skipped
Totals
19. If you will be moving, do you plan to stay in Marin County?
Yes, I want to find a new home in Marin County
No, I want to find a new home outside of Marin County
No, I can't afford to live in Marin County
I have no plans to move
Other
Total Responses
Skipped
Totals
20. The most significant challenge to renting in Marin is:
Cost of monthly rent
Cost of rent deposit (at time of move-in)
Cost of utilities
Landlords do not accept Section 8 vouchers
Availability of accessible housing
Concern about rent increases/eviction
Housing size does not meet family needs
Housing does not accept pets
Unacceptable housing conditions
Other
21. Please share any additional thoughts about the rental housing
situation in Marin County:
Answered
Skipped
Totals
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Attachment 3
Open Comments from the 2015 Rental Housing Survey for Renters/Homeowners
Please share any additional thoughts about the rental housing situation in Marin County:
Name not available (unclaimed) March 20, 2015, 5:41 PM
Physical accessibility for the aging population, the size of places, access to public/senior transportation all
concerns. As a younger woman with a child housing was a major challenge & took about 60% of income to be
in Tiburon school district.
Name not shown inside Tiburon (on forum) March 20, 2015, 5:58 PM
As a single parent, rent took 60‐70% of my income. Options in Marin are very limited and very expensive for all
types of housing needs
Name not available (unclaimed) March 22, 2015, 4:37 PM
I live in one room in another person's home. My rent here is more than I paid for mortgage, taxes and
insurance for a three bedroom, two bath new home in Southern Oregon
Name not shown inside Corte Madera (on forum) March 23, 2015, 11:26 AM
The housing market in Marin is very challenging for the renter. Vacancy rates are very low and landlords can
be very picky. It is difficult to find a place to rent as a single mother.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 23, 2015, 2:51 PM
I have worked for the County of Marin for nearly 2 decades, but due to the high rents and lack of rent
control/unpredictable rent increases, I have had to commute from out of county to do my job. I am a single
parent and would really want my daughter to attend school near to my place of employment in case of any
emergency‐ but this is not possible as we are not County residents. ‐ I don't want to leave my job of 17 yrs‐ but
can not afford to live here either. I don't qualify to purchase subsidized housing, I can't rent and commuting is
expensive and bad for the environment. I wish there was some reciprocity with the school districts in Marin to
help County Employees have their children attend a school near their place of employment‐ and have housing
assistance for employees as well‐ we are just at the boarder where we don't qualify for assistance and we
don't make enough to be able to afford living here. HELP!
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (unverified) March 24, 2015, 10:59 AM
West Marin is becoming a second‐home/vacation rental area. Property values tempt owners to sell. Evictions
to raise rent are common. Affordable housing is closed. Need affordable housing with preference given to
locals.
Name not shown inside Sausalito (on forum) March 25, 2015, 3:19 PM
Rent has doubled in the last two years. We need regulations to control required deposits and how often and
how much to raise rent.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 25, 2015, 4:48 PM
We need to work towards creating more affordable housing for renters who cannot afford to buy houses,
Marin should not only be for the wealthy who can afford to purchase million dollar homes. Some of us have
long standing ties to the community, work here and contribute to the diversity of the County.
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Name not available (unclaimed) March 25, 2015, 5:13 PM
It is awful how property owners are raising rents so high. All government branches must institute laws that
require property owners to have a quarter of their housing units at affordable prices, and accepting section 8
vouchers.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 26, 2015, 2:09 PM
I work for the County and basically live in a converted garage with my husband who is disabled. The cost of
rent is a huge portion of my wage and will eventually force us to move to another county. I never imagined
living in a converted garage studio of under 300 sq ft space, being a professional with a Master's Degree, but
that's the only way we have been able to afford to live anywhere near my work. I want to live in Marin
because I need to develop strong ties to the area and agencies where I work in order to do the job I do,
assisting the Marin public in finding and securing various resources. I would love to have the option to be on a
low‐income housing program as I pay the majority of my family's bills, but I don't quality. Along with car
payments and student loans, living in Marin in a regular sized apartment is pretty much impossible. Please
help the people trying to stay in running...teachers, county and city workers and others who work hard and
pretty much spend their money on rent instead of saving for retirement. I decided not to have children
because of the high cost of rent/expenses in Marin and not wanting to spend my life commuting. I traded a
healthy living lifestyle for the convenience of living closer to work. That's quite a difficult trade if you ask me.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 27, 2015, 7:40 PM
The Community Land Trust Association of West Marin (CLAM) is doing great work in creating affordable rental
housing for low income people. I hope the County will give the organization as much help as possible.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 27, 2015, 9:26 PM
What a horrible, dire crisis, in Marin County and throughout the entire greater Bay Area, and southern
Sonoma County. I am a Bay Area native, I have lived here for most of my 50 some odd years of life, I have
rented for over 3 decades, and I have never seen anything like this! And it is escalating at an alarming rate.
Marin County needs to have protections for renters. And the disability protections, for which I qualify, don't
do a thing as there are a myriad of ways in which a homeowner can get around accommodations/extensions.
So now I have become homeless. In the area in which I live, West Marin, the problem is those with more
means buying up properties as second, vacation homes, and evicting the local tenants. The local Fire
Department estimated 40% of the homes in West Marin are primarily unoccupied, and I know many who are
in my situation, just trying to get by until one of those scarce rentals becomes available, is affordable, and for
me, is the suitable given my particular disability. Despite my disability, now that my health has improved
somewhat, I am trying to get back into my professional career ‐ a daunting task without a home base. If there
had been protections as a renter, or REAL protections as a disabled person, I would not be in this situation.
This is how a person falls between the cracks. I could go on, but I imagine one gets the picture ...
HUNTER WALLOF inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) March 28, 2015, 8:46 AM
plenty of room but the concept of private property for maximized profit and the privlage of privacy for the
well to do prevents those of limited financial means from making their homes here
Name not available (unclaimed) March 28, 2015, 9:07 AM
Time to TAX Vacation Rental By Owner, use the money for Section 8 housing assistance. ALSO, time to
INSPECT the rental units for compliance with Human Rights...for example, the living conditions of the workers
who live in shacks or trailers with outhouses, units NOT to code (LeRoy Martinelli Ranch). Most VRBOs are 2nd
or 3rd homes of uber wealthy, who do not participate in community.
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Name not available (unclaimed) March 29, 2015, 10:16 PM
I am saddened and concerned about the lack of affordable housing in my community.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 30, 2015, 1:24 PM
PLEASE consider rent control....at least for seniors. We desperately need it.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 30, 2015, 1:48 PM
I have always worked since age 18, never married, no kids, always earned minimum wage and worked multiple
jobs in service industry. The FT benefited job in San Rafael ended in bankruptcy and I was laid off at age 60 and
that is when I found out about age discrimination in employment. I depend on Marin Food Bank for food and
am on Expanded Medicaid for healthcare and if there was enough senior subsidized housing I would be living
in one of those units but Marin didn't build enough for boomer generation seniors and now gentrification is
out of control and seniors are caught squeezed between not being able to earn enough to pay the high rents
and the situation gets worse each month as more of us get rent increases and there's no cheaper housing to
go to.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 30, 2015, 1:56 PM
Studies have proven that diversity of income as well as culture not only improves a community but that
children do better in school and neighborhoods are safer in the long run if diversified. Marin has become like
a gated community with the affluent "protecting" themselves from anyone or anything different. I have
watched this go on my whole life and now because of finances have become one of the "others". What a
exclusive but sad place this has become.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) March 30, 2015, 4:19 PM
Rents average more than my mortgage. Lots of people working in the county can't afford to live here.
Name not shown inside Larkspur (on forum) March 30, 2015, 4:47 PM
It's amazing that a "Marin poor" family earning less than $65,000 annually can't get some kind of financial
assistance.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 30, 2015, 4:59 PM
Rental properties are scarce and often in poor condition. Prices are very high. We are terrified that our
landlord will decide to sell and we'll have to find someplace new. With our income, we don't qualify for any
assistance, but we also cannot afford to buy a home in this inflated market. This leaves us dependent on a
rental market that offers few reasonably priced options. We've gone as far from the city as we can go without
making our commutes unbearable, and it's still too expensive.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 30, 2015, 5:43 PM
[*Staff note: this comment was submitted in Spanish and translated to English for this document]
Here in Marin county there is no rent control, therefore the rent increases every two years up to $200.00 per
month. This situation is abusive towards renters. A lot of times they take advantage of renters because of their
immigration status. We need that the authorities control the rent to avoid that abuse against us. Thank you.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) March 30, 2015, 6:48 PM
Glad you're doing this survey. I love living in Marin. I love the open space (so I'm not necessary in favor of a lot
of development), but affordable (and desirable) housing is a real problem.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) March 30, 2015, 7:49 PM
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Rent is too damn high! :(
Name not available (unclaimed) March 30, 2015, 10:16 PM
It's frightening. Marin is my home base, friends, support and employment. As a solo parent, I am being priced
out of this glorious place. RENT CONTROL IS NEEDED.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 10:41 AM
People who own homes in Marin are like magical wizards to me. How do they do it? What is their secret? Did
I have to have rich parents, or did I have to be born into wealth to be able to have a house? How is someone
with a professional, ok‐paying job supposed to afford a house in Marin? I have no idea.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) March 31, 2015, 10:45 AM
I am a FT‐employed female over 50yrs old and lived in a San Geronimo Valley rental for ten years.
Homeowner sold in 11/2015. I was unable to find affordable housing for myself in SG Valley after a 6‐month
search and opted for a Novato homeshare. This is a typical scenario for working class persons trying to remain
in West Marin.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) March 31, 2015, 11:49 AM
Prices are constantly going up. Landlords are more interested in capitalizing on the current market
opportunity and cashing out. Rental inventory is VERY VERY low. Finding a 3 bedroom for a family of 4 is
OUTRAGEOUSLY EXPENSIVE. To bump form our 2 bedroom to a 3 bedroom will cost us at least an additional
$500/month but we are likely going to have to pay $700 month more than previously. We're being priced out
of the area ‐ and the school district ‐ which is potentially very hard on our kids and therefore our family.
Name not available (unclaimed)
March 31, 2015, 12:44 PM
Apartment and House shares often have unreasonable conditions by renters.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 2:52 PM
Stop the ugly new massive or inappropriately located new housing units going in or trying to go in
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) March 31, 2015, 2:58 PM
Most of the senior housing has a two year wait list. We have lived in the county since 1971 and find it
impossible to stay.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) March 31, 2015, 3:01 PM
Landlords are trying now to "cash in" on the market "boom" so they refuse to fix up problems in the rental and
charge exorbidant monthly rents to force the needy out and open the property for richer folk who can afford
it. Case in point, ex‐wife with our 3 JrHS‐HS aged children 4 blocks from oldest boy's HS school in San Rafael
and on bus line for second and third children Jr High in Fairfax, was forced out of lease of 1,100 sq' 3 bd house
at $3,700/mt where she had lived for 3 years on 1‐yr leases, so Landlord could rent the same house, in need of
many repairs he had refused to make, for $6,500/mt. She eventually took a 3 bd apt above a business in
downtown Fairfax at $3,200 because that was all she could secure. Rent control would have prevented this.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 3:16 PM
Marin needs rent control. And incentive for or laws for landlords to let more people live in a rental. My
landlady clearly sees me as a commodity, and doesn't care to provide a good living space. She took 4 years to
deal with a rat and rat mite situation. When I told her the refrigerator needs replacing because I cannot sleep
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in a one room studio with a broken compressor banging, she said she is no longer providing a refrigerator.
That I can buy one myself. We need more support for tenants dealing with unfair landlords. I am not in favor
of the kind of development proposed all over Marin. Please read Behind the Green Mask by Rosa Koire. The
long term result of this UN Agenda 21 ABAG plan is no more private home ownership, everyone forced to
move into highrise apartments along transportation corridors for easier control and in the name of "it's good
for the environment." Hard to see now, but we're in the early stages. It's time for people to wake up and act
now. We are losing our private property rights and it's going to feel like China here eventually if people don't
say no. There are parallel non elected governments making these decisions and usurping power from all the
local governments. See www.DemocratsAgainstUNAgenda21.com for more info and how to stop it. Thanks!
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 3:40 PM
NIMBYism and "entitlement" based upon the argument "We were here, first!" are severely limiting availability
of apartments and are causing rental prices to skyrocket. It's not the fault of the tech industry.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) March 31, 2015, 3:48 PM
Our apartment community in Tamalpais Valley has been below market rate (but neglected upkeep) for many
years. The property owner just recently has increased many of our rents here, and has plans to replace
windows and landscape. Although these upgrades are most needed and welcome, the long term residents
here fear the improvements will come with annual increases to bring rents up to market rate, which we simply
cannot afford. I'm concerned SF's tech boom is reaching across the GGB and pushing S. Marin's working class
service providers further out, increasing traffic and significantly decreasing quality of life for all, even those
who can afford to stay. I believe rent controls will be much more effective to keeping Marin's working families
here, rather than trying to find more places to add more affordable housing units.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 4:22 PM
This survey seems targeted at renters, but does little to address the issues facing homeowners: increased
taxes, costs of services, policies that allow elimination of the stock of affordable single‐family homes that are
being replaced by gigantic homes, impact of bigger houses on narrow neighborhood streets, impact of policies
that allow cities to be credited for a big house with a tiny rental (often occupied by the nanny or unemployed
adult child, doing little to actually provide housing for the people with limited access to wealth and assets),
planning departments who are lax about monitoring tear‐down and remodel projects. Yes, renters have
challenges, but this survey is lop‐sided and skewed; limited in its capacity to provide reliable information
except for the biased point of view.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) March 31, 2015, 5:09 PM
Not about housing, but you have an OLD pic of the Board of Supes at the conclusion of your survey!
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 5:32 PM
Please don't urbanize Marin. If I wanted to be surrounded by high density housing I would live in San
Francisco!
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 6:26 PM
Terribly frightening for us older people who cannot afford rising cost and where section 8 is not allowed.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 8:15 PM
We are extremely fortunate and thankful to live in Tiburon, where the schools are excellent and public transit
good.
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Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 8:22 PM
Intense need for one level (no stairs or elevator) senior housing with adequate parking. Lack of inventory.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 9:52 PM
Too few units available to meet our needs. Too few affordable units. Too few accept pets and backyard
chickens.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 10:29 PM
We need rent control and to change the stigma attached to Section 8, require drug testing and stop letting
drug criminals and pimps qualify for housing programs.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 10:50 PM
if my lease were not renewed, I don't know what I would do....I'd have to move far away from life, friends,
family. Needed: affordable 1 Bedroom apt's. (with garages) in marin!!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 1, 2015, 7:00 AM
It's common knowledge that there is a housing crisis in Marin County. I'm lucky to have been in a place for 8
years, but if my landlord wanted to he could raise our rent another $650 to the market value. He's only raised
it once, $300 last year. It's a brutal situation for me and the thought of paying today's market rate is terrifying.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) April 1, 2015, 8:06 AM
Something needs to be done about rent increases. There needs to be a maximum amount allowed per year.
This year our rent went up 20%!! That is ridiculous! We are barely scraping by now and can't put anything into
savings for emergencies, etc due to this incredibly high rent increase.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 1, 2015, 10:11 AM
We make $120,000 p/year (gross HHI) and can still not afford a house, and can barely afford renting. With
daycare (for only 1 child) and health insurance, we eat into our savings a little every month. Not only can we
not afford to rent here, we also can't afford to buy. And we live in southern Novato where it's basically the
most affordable. The area is sort of ok (not great) and our apartment looks like a place we would've lived in
college. We are getting out of this county.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 1, 2015, 2:05 PM
Rental costs haven't caught up to San Francisco's yet, but I fear the tech boom and gentrification will
significantly affect rents in the future.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 1, 2015, 3:04 PM
I am hopeful that whom ever the county has HIRED to create this survey, and evaluate the responses, is able
to provide a solution. We live far BELOW POVERTY LEVEL, and have worked with over 10 Dept. H&HS in the
last year, most of which have been of little or no support. I have not been able to get in contact with my own
eligibility worker since December. If we added all the salaries of these workers together, applied those monies
to housing expenses, how many families would have shelter?
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 1, 2015, 7:22 PM
I work for the City of San Rafael. I am the top paid staff member in my department. I cannot afford to buy a
home in San Rafael. There is something very wrong about this.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 1, 2015, 8:48 PM
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Low income housing not available
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 2, 2015, 4:06 AM
How much we make even with morr than one income cannot pay for the rent needed for a bigger home to
support a family of 4 on top of other bills and expenses. Also there are not enough low income homes for
families to move into. In order to pay for a one bedroom at 1250 a month we need to make at least 4000 to
make sure we can pay everything on time without having to pay late fees.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 9:53 AM
We have 2 (small) dogs. It's nearly impossible to find a place to rent that will allow them. They are quiet and
house trained. It's really a shame.
Abbie Durkee inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 2, 2015, 10:05 AM
3 years ago we made a tough decision to leave our home in Inverness where we had a rent to own lease fixed
at $1950/mo. We had lived there for 6 years but the outsourcing of work (carpentry) made it impossible to
stay. We moved to DSM, IA but struggled to acclimate there. Our family, friends and community was here in
West Marin. We just moved back last June. It took us 5 months before finding a home. Rent, pets, and
competition kept us in flux. Once we found a place we had to settle for a month‐to month lease at $2200 for a
home that has not been kept up. We have put tons of our own work into making it livable, yet the owner
could (and might) sell at any moment giving us only 30 days. That is terrifying when there are no other
options, available rentals and rents nearly double.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 2:00 PM
1.Grown children raised in Marin County cannot not afford to stay here.
2. Cost of rent directly relates to commute hours spend on roads. For example I could get more
rooms/garage/yard/washer&dryer hookups if I lived in Novato but the number of hours added to my
commute would double. Not only adds to auto costs/fuel/maintenance but more importantly adds to the
stress and loss of personal time off work.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 4:39 PM
Very high rent, too little supply, too many difficult landlords
Name not shown inside Sausalito (on forum) April 2, 2015, 7:01 PM
This is a common topic discussed among many friends pretty much everywhere. We also have a daughter
with 2 teens living 3 to a tiny 1‐br apartment in a town miles from their schools. They are unable to live with
us due to restrictions by our own landlords against children, and we are under threat of rent raises as it is. We
own a small business in Sausalito and have high business rents as well. We are very active in our communities,
our children are top students, we volunteer and donate all we can, and yet we are a part of the local culture
that will be flattened in this outrageous market.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 2, 2015, 7:26 PM
We are stuck with living where we do and putting up with rental increases because the cost to move means
our rent rising at least by $1000/month or downsizing which isn't an option right now.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) April 2, 2015, 7:32 PM
No Companies offering work within county or up north of where i live. Golden Gate bus services are limited to
city and not frequent as BART. Those also are slow and buses are full. Drive to ferry is long and if it is after 6pm
101N is full of traffic and even if we reach ferry there is no parking there. If these are mitigated more
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commute options are provided I will NOT move out of Marin
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 7:47 PM
Housing is a public health issue that should be addressed. Gone are the days of "I don't want public
transportation or more affordable housing due to increase of trash." Get with the times Marin. This county has
the highest density of aging people and inadequate housing and public transportation. Your white trash
entitled mentality needs to get to the 21st century way of life and living. Increase affordable housing and
increase public transportation or die in your old views.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 2, 2015, 8:02 PM
Rent prices going up are making it more difficult to afford living here.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 2, 2015, 8:05 PM
Apparently there are fairly nice houses IF you have the bucks. Within the range I reviewed, I saw crap houses
and decent houses.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 8:38 PM
I am now concerned that many landlords have not upgraded their toilets to low‐flush models and do not take
green yard waste containers for our compost.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 8:42 PM
High home prices are making it so many more people are renting instead of buying. This makes it more
challenging for the average income earner to find affordable housing.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 2, 2015, 8:52 PM
The rent is so high that it is extremely challenging to save enough for a down payment in order to buy
something. And because home prices are so high, the down payments are outrageous, even for 2 incomes
with good jobs.
I also balk at rent increases b/c when the market takes a down turn, we will be stuck with sky high rent.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 9:01 PM
There will never be enough housing for all who wish to live here! We need to respect the environment and
limit the number of residents at some point, now?
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 9:46 PM
It is of great concern to me, beyond my own personal situation, that the cultural diversity of this county is
quickly diminishing as rents increase. It no longer feels like a place I want to live, EVEN if I could afford to.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 11:04 PM
We need renter advocates. Our landlord re‐roofed house with us in it, made us deal with construction
workers, no rent reduction, no cleaning, 3 weeks of unusable dwelling. County said he could do whatever he
wanted. He doesn't give 24 hr notice before coming in house and yard. No fire or CO2 detectors. Said we
should buy. Other counties have renter help, not Marin.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 12:10 AM
Need more affordable housing
Mehmet Haspolatli inside San Rafael (on forum) April 3, 2015, 1:40 AM
There should be a federal program to compensate every person who works and pays more than 30 percent of
BOS Attachment 3
October 13, 2015
Page 8 of 40

his income for rent. Median one room apartment should be below $ 600 and two bedroom $ 800. The
majority of the working people work in jobs around $ 10/hour and can not find affordable housing. Being able
to rent an apartment in Marin County one has to make $ 3000/month, yet only very few people have this
income. The national average is only high because top 5 percent make enormous amount of money while the
total income of other 95 percent is almost the half of that. The democracy in the USA is a joke. If majority had
a real chance to choose the government, the rich would pay 60 percent of their income because what is left is
still a very good income for anybody.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 3, 2015, 5:55 AM
My apartment building is beautifully maintained and I have no complaints about it. My frustration is with the
homeless encampments, liquor‐store attracting drunks to our neighborhood and people who dump trash,
furniture and other discards on the side‐walk.
Name not shown inside San Anselmo (on forum) April 3, 2015, 8:24 AM
I moved into my 2br duplex in Aug 2011 with a 1 yr lease and monthly rent of $1800. A month before the
lease was to expire, my landlord contacted me and said "no increase, you're a great tenant!" A year goes by,
landlord contacts me near lease expiration and says "no increase, you're a great tenant!" The following year I
get an email "the rent's increasing $150/mo because we've never raised it before". I told my landlord I wish
they would have just increased it $50/mo every year because it's easier to budget. I was able to negotiate it
down to $100/mo. On Feb 1st of this year (6 mo before lease expiration) I get an email from the landlord
advising of $150/mo increase. She attaches the Jan 2014 article from the Marin IJ regarding Marin's rental
market and includes a comment "you'll still be $300 less than the average". I can read the writing on the walls
that they'll do it again next year in order to bring it up to the average, so I'm looking for a new place. Is the
place nice? Well, it's basic ‐ it doesn't have granite counters and new stainless steel appliances. The carpet is
worn and stains won't come out when cleaned. The windows are old and drafty. But, it has a huge patio,
storage room and on‐ site laundry. One thing I've noticed is the shoddy workmanship whenever they have any
repairs done. They had to replace the tile bathtub surround and kitchen counter tiles due to mildew. Instead
of also replacing the kitchen back splash to match the new counter tiles, they "matched the tiles the best we
could". The tiles are uneven, and they didn't put an end cap tile, so the edge of the counter is uneven and
rough. I understand the reasons why the rents have gone through the roof, but where's the loyalty to the
tenant who has taken good care of their place, notified them when there was a repair needed, and paid their
rent EARLY every month? I didn't get a $150/month raise on my paycheck. I make a good salary, but yet ONE
It's
whole paycheck goes to rent and the other paycheck covers utilities, commute and living expenses.
greed, pure and simple. I've been looking for a new place for 2 months now. I'm downsizing from a 2br to 1br,
so the rents are more in line with what I'm comfortable paying. During my search, I've looked at places that
are either in‐law type units, or in a very small complex owned by an individual/couple and not a corporation.
I've met several landlords who APPRECIATE AND VALUE having a good tenant and only raise the rent between
tenants! Novel idea, huh?
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 3, 2015, 8:29 AM
There needs to be some kind of rent control.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 8:55 AM
County needs to create built affordable units as a large percentage of new construction as well as family &
senior co‐housing options.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 9:06 AM
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We need rent control, and retroactive...to set at current rates is unaffordable. We also need better quality
control...what looks nice on the outside may be a dump inside...there are lots of those. I spend every penny I
earn every month, $400/month is debt payment ($200/mo toward taxes I owe from when I lived off IRA
money working <$20/hour temp jobs for almost three years)...I'll be paying a long time, and $200/mo toward
a VISA I have used for our annual family camp and other travel‐related expenses to visit family. The rest is
basic living expenses. I live modestly, color my own hair, no mani/pedi for years, no health club/gym
membership for either of us, no laptop for volunteer work I do (pen and paper instead), no major sports
games we'd love to attend, only buy clothes at Ross, and I've been sleeping on the couch for 3 years because I
can't afford a bed (I had 3 garage sales over the course of a year to buy my son a bed when he outgrew his
twin two years ago). I know many have it worse; these "sacrifices" are what it costs me to stay in Marin, which
I do because of my job and my son's school. Child support just went up $100/month (included in above gross
annual) which has given me a little wiggle room every month. Before that $100, wiggle room options were
cancel cable, downsize 2 data phones, and/or take the bus to work and let my son fend for himself for after
school activities...we do the latter sometimes. The only other "splurge" on my spending plan is my son's
braces, and he has one tooth completely sideways in addition to a bad bite; we're on a 3‐year payment plan
there and I split it with my ex. My ex earns less than me after he pays child support. He gives me more than
the state dictates so I can afford to live here. I stress about money constantly...the "what if's" and things we
cannot do that we want to do, including move to a nicer place.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 10:32 AM
When you work in the arts, you don't make much money‐‐but working in the arts requires one to, in this case,
live in the Bay Area where you can actually work. It would be impossible to do what we do in a more rural
situation.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 11:20 AM
Grew up in Marin and have found nowhere else on earth I'd rather live (having spent lots of time in NYC and
Europe), but after losing my place in Bolinas last year am now living in the East Bay. We really want to move
back to Marin to raise our child, but are finding it so challenging to find affordable housing, or housing at all,
really, in West Marin. Particularly challenging in Bolinas, where most of the homes are now second/vacation
homes and there is literally next to nothing available. Heartbreaking.
Name not shown inside San Anselmo (on forum) April 3, 2015, 12:02 PM
We need to implement renter's protection laws to allow affordable housing and protect renters' rights.
Name not shown inside San Anselmo (on forum) April 3, 2015, 2:18 PM
While at the moment I have affordable housing for myself in Marin (this could change), I am aware of others
who are desperately searching for affordable housing here. I work in the service industry, a grocery store,
where the wages are low by Marin standards. I know of at least two co‐workers who have had to move
recently. One had to move from her studio where she lived for over 30 years. She is in her 60s and works full
time. Yesterday when I greeted her and asked how she was she burst into tears. She had just been to the
doctor to get help for her depression over losing her home, she has been actively looking for 7 months now.
She is living with a friend temporarily and recently lost one of her cats. This is not the first time I found her in
tears. She said that the doctor told her that at least 4 other people had come in because of having their rents
raised so much that they no longer are able to afford to stay here. Another co‐worker was asked to leave her
apartment as well. The rent was increased and she was told she had to move out because her apartment was
being re‐modeled. She is a single mom with a teenaged daughter who are living with a roommate to be able to
afford the apartment where she lives now; she and her daughter share a room. She has been looking for 2
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months and had to ask for an extension to stay where she is living now. In addition to working full time, she
waitresses and does occasional catering jobs to make ends meet. These are the people who prepare our food.
To be forced into moving further away will not only cause increased hardship for these two women, it will also
increase our greenhouse gas emissions, something we must reduce if we want to continue having a descent
quality of live. It is heartbreaking. I am glad to have this opportunity to tell these stories, I needed to do
something.
Name not shown inside Fairfax (on forum) April 3, 2015, 3:19 PM
What I see aside from the gouging that is going on, is that property owners are selling, taking property off the
rental market. Every week someone in the San Geronimo Valley (and hence I assume elsewhere) posts
something to the effect of "my landlord is selling"... Nothing can be done about that! But the gouging, my
word. If my landlady raises my rent, I will have to leave the Bay Area and all my family as there is simply
nothing available at the "low" end, and most landlords won't take Sec 8. I'm not crying alligator tears, I am
very lucky to have it. But I am scared every time I open my mailbox there will be another major rent raise. I
know she could raise it $300 or more and fill the apartment in a day or so.
Name not shown inside Corte Madera (on forum) April 3, 2015, 3:32 PM
I am very concerned about the rental housing situation. My husband and I have good jobs but are struggling to
meet basic needs mostly due to such high rent. If rents continue to go up then only millionaires will be able to
live here. That will present a problem that will affect the quality of life of the wealthy: who will work in the
restaurants they frequent, babysit their kids, fix their cars, stock their vegetables? Why is there no rent
control? I have been building my life in Marin for 20 years, if rent continues to go up I will have to uproot my
family and start over somewhere else. Many acquaintances have had to do this already. Please help!
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 3, 2015, 5:04 PM
We need programs that support stable families to work from renting to owning their own homes. We also
need to ensure that we strategically limit development to protect our natural ecosystems. We all want to live
here because it is so beautiful, we need to provide incentives for owning smaller homes and protecting
resources like fresh water and our wild salmon.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 3, 2015, 5:32 PM
The rent is insane here. I have lived here for 8 years. The cost is too high, but I can't move since I would no
longer qualify to rent anywhere else anywhere near here. The rent is by far the biggest problem. HOWEVER, I
have never found a place which accepts pets, which makes me sadder than I can say. I really wish that could
be changed. Pet ownership would make a huge difference in our physical and emotional health. I think it
should be against the law to deny people the comfort of having pets, at least cats and small animals. Thanks
for listening!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 5:32 PM
It is difficult to find affordable housing. It has become prohibitively expensive in relation to income.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 3, 2015, 5:57 PM
owners raised rent by 20% twice but did not make any improvements of value.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 3, 2015, 6:07 PM
The loss of young families, artists, teachers from our community (Pt. Reyes) has been escalating at an
enormous pace. The vibrancy of a once‐richly diverse (generationally) poplulation is now slowing to a gray‐
haired crawl. I'm one of the gray‐hairs who deplore this sad situation. The greed of wealthy non‐residents who
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use their homes once a year is, in part, to blame. Housing our visitors in VRBOs has become more important
than housing our own born‐and‐raised locals.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 6:26 PM
Rental market is great. I have owned homes before, but prefer to rent. Some of my friends rent as well and
none have had any problems finding housing or staying.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 6:36 PM
No one can really afford Marin County rents except rich white ppl
Name not shown inside San Anselmo (on forum) April 3, 2015, 6:58 PM
When my last dwelling went up for rent, there were 200 applicants, and they engaged in a bidding war that
drove the price of the rent the "winner" paid up more than $500, or 20% over the advertised price. Affordable
housing does not exist in Marin.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 7:00 PM
Available housing in West Marin Needed
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 7:15 PM
No enough rental properties.
Deirdre McDonald inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 3, 2015, 7:57 PM
For us, this is the saddest times of our lives ! A real lowpoint! We have to move in three months! Very few
houses to rent in San Geronimo valley and now toooo expensive for us!! From 3,200.00 to 3,700.00 A MONTH
! WHO CAN AFFORD THAT?!! TECHIES THAT'S ALL! not working class middle class families !!! We are ALREADY
paying 2,500.00 a month for the past TWO YEARS!!! now we have to move cause one month our rent check
bounced in DECEMBER!! Landlady was at our door on New Year's Day at 10am to give us a sixty day notice!
AFTER PAYING HER 60,000 dollars the past two years! I had a panic attack and ending up in Marin General!!
When we moved to Fairfax in 2000 our rent was 900 for a one bedroom apt. Then 1250 for a house, after six
years renting we were paying 1950! Now 2500 ! Tell me what are we to do ?? How can we move our son away
from his life, his friends, his school at such a crucial age of twelve!! We have six more yeas to school him. How
are we going to last in this county!! Our family needed rent control yen years ago!! THE PEOPLE ARE IN
PERIL!!! MY FAMILY NEED A MIRACLE IN THREE MONTHS!!! Oh the 2500 pays for an apartment above a store
commercial space, right on Sir Francis Drake!! Very noisy...not really a quiet peaceful HOME either! Ah life in
Marin county...all the benefits of millionaire Marin and all the stress of a peasant...it was the best of times, it
was the worst of times....Really hope we can continue living here for our child!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 8:10 PM
may need to sell home due to HIGH Property Taxes
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 9:07 PM
Grew up here, love my community, love this place, so sad, rent control long overdue. The market favors a total
loss of what makes this place special, the variety of people, tolerance, accessability, etc...People who own cant
even afford to move, everyone is trapped.
Name not shown inside Fairfax (on forum) April 3, 2015, 9:26 PM
I think it is ridiculous that rent is more than a mortgage. How can I save for my own home, when I'm paying off
someone else's mortgage? I also notice a lot of discriminatory housing ads. For example, landlords requiring
BOS Attachment 3
October 13, 2015
Page 12 of 40

single person only, no music, work daytime hours outside the home, no pets, no car (I'm not making this up).
My last quibble is for those who think that if I can't afford to live here I should move. I agree. However, I am a
single parent with children here in Marin. I cannot take them out of Marin to live, per family court. However,
their other parent has refused to pay child support for the last two years, despite their ability to do so. There is
no enforcement on that. So my options are to either leave my children (hell no) or pay more than half of my
income for a mold‐infested apartment. There's something wrong with this picture!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 4, 2015, 12:43 AM
It's about time the county investigate this terrible housing crisis. Now it needs to act—fast! I have a phd, teach
at College of Marin and have to keep moving because i cannot afford to buy and am subjected to my house
being sold, short leases, and rent increases. nearly every renter i know is having to move almost yearly or
sooner for the same reasons. Many of my students can't even afford to rent anything even with other
students and either drive in from out of county or live at home for too long. This problem is out of control.
there is no available housing at a reasonable cost for the size. Something needs to be done. I mostly work in
Marin and i am facing having to move out of the county and then drive in to teach. If that happens I may stop
teaching here. I have lived here for 11 years. Emergency action must be taken. Put an initiative on the ballot to
implement much needed rent control, improved protection form evictions due to house sales, and other
commonplace measures. Pretty soon this county will have no one living here but elderly retired people who
can't find anyone to take care of them or provide services because we aren't allowed to live here and there is
no way to get to Marin except by inadequate bus service or driving. Do something or we will do it for you and
it won't be pleasant for the wealthy who would rather ignore this problem! Robert Ovetz, Ph.D., 415 602 1585
Name not available (unclaimed) April 4, 2015, 12:45 AM
My rent increased %50 this year. I now spend almost %70 percent of my income on rent and I'm not making it.
I've had to borrow money for food. I can't afford to move and honestly there is no where to move to. I look
online and even renting a bedroom in a shared household is 1200 to 1800 dollars a month. It wouldn't even be
so bad to pay so much if my house wasn't moldy and affecting my health, and if I had on‐site laundry and an
insulated house that didn't cost a fortune to heat. The crazy part is that right now in this market my landlord
could easily get even more for this place. Insane.
Name not shown inside Larkspur (on forum) April 4, 2015, 5:28 AM
Some affordable housing is substandard or illegal (no kitchen, not to code, unsafe). Landlords are asking for
huge deposits and deducting to pay for their own deferred maintenance or shoddy workmanship. Maybe a
clearinghouse/third‐party inspection would help.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 4, 2015, 8:09 AM
I said it above, but I have witnessed many families being pushed out of marin because of rent increase or the
home they are renting is being sold. Some with one months notice. I too am facing moving. My children have
lived in this house their whole lives. I was born in San Francisco and have lived here for over 30 years but
cannot afford it. It all just makes me very sad.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 4, 2015, 8:14 AM
Marin, as beautiful as it is, is a truly creepy place. Your treatment of elderly not rich people, even the reactions
when attempting to get on a Senior wait list is sickening. Applying in other counties at least one is treated
with courtesy. What I had experienced until I got a vehicle to live in was beyond belief. Marin is for the
wealthy only. Not wealthy you may move or die. I hope my responses have been straightforward and helpful.
As they say, "I didn't pull any punches."
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Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 4, 2015, 8:45 AM
Before I moved I rented for seven years and moved six times. Rent is too high and a lot of places I lived in were
sub par: no heat, mold, bad landlords who refused to fix things. And there was always the threat or reality of
rent increases. There need to be more rental options and rent caps.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 4, 2015, 10:41 AM
We need rent control so people can stay in their homes AND in their communities. I had to leave my nice flat 3
years ago because of a rent increase of $450 and I have not found a decent new home yet. Still trying.
Jo D'Anna inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 4, 2015, 11:24 AM
I am 65 years old, on a fixed, low income (SSDI), and my landlords have raised the rent $100 every year since
2013. I love where I live, have the perfect place, and I live in constant fear about eviction or continuing rent
increases, while not being able to afford living here. There is no place to move to in either Marin or other
areas. I really need to stay living here. I cannot house‐share because I have 2 pets, and even that or affordable
housing doesn't take pets (I have 2 cats).
Name not available (unclaimed) April 4, 2015, 11:44 AM
The current rental market will force me to leave Marin next year. I spend more than half my income on rent
but I have a very nice apt. in a safe community so I believe it is worth it. There is not much left to cut from my
budget, however. I am 60 yrs. old, retired, lifelong Marin resident. I do have some assets (savings) so I would
likely not be eligible for affordable housing even if it was available.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 4, 2015, 12:22 PM
It is ridiculous that it costs this much to live here. It takes minimum $150K annual family income to afford it
and still be considered middle class
Name not available (unclaimed) April 4, 2015, 12:58 PM
If my rent increases, I will have to leave the area ‐ and my job. Right now I can commute to work in a
reasonable time. If I have to move to Santa Rosa or Oakland, I won't be able to get to my job in a reasonable
amount of time/money. I make $21/hour and I work about 35 hours a week. I don't have any benefits. The
business I work for follows the school calendar so I have several unpaid vacations which lowers my yearly
salary. The rent is the determining factor since I started Covered California and PG&E care program. I have
lived in Marin since 1993. This is the lowest standard of living apartment I have ever taken, but I am trying to
stay in Marin.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 4, 2015, 1:24 PM
My husband and I are both longtime Marin residents and local professionals who have always made 150‐
175,000 per year.We volunteer and are very active in our community. Rents are skyrocketing and we cannot
afford to buy a home or condo here. We are being forced to move out of the county as many of our friends
have done over the past decade to Sonoma or Lake county. Sad that 150k is low income in Marin.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 4, 2015, 7:54 PM
The short‐term solution is rent control. Renters have very weak protections in Marin and landlords are trying
to wring every penny out of this insane housing market, driving out working families. In the long‐term, cities
and especially the county need to stop listening to NIMBYs who refuse to consider affordable housing near
transportation and services. Strawberry is especially insane ‐ they keep trying to protect their "small town"
when they are directly on the freeway with a ton of open land. Most small towns don't have a Maserati
dealership. And I'm sick of environmental concerns being used as an excuse to lessen the number of units
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permitted,meaning only mansions will be built. I believe in protecting the environment, but if it's already next
to a freeway and in the middle of a city, it's time for infill development!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 5, 2015, 11:32 AM
I am worried. I am renting due to divorce in 2014 and do not know where to go next. I am 68 years old. It
seems rents will keep increasing, and I don't know if I can afford to buy either.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 5, 2015, 6:14 PM
no applicable questions for homeowner/landlord
Name not available (unclaimed) April 5, 2015, 6:59 PM
It amazes me that there is no protection for tenants in Marin. People in my complex have had their rent
raised 3 times in a single year, for a total of a $525 increase‐‐which is hard on a young family. Yet, there's now
protection or recourse. For a supposedly enlightened county, we are just as biased towards property owners
(many of whom are in San Francisco) as someplace like Orange County.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 5, 2015, 11:13 PM
Seniors have no rights in Marin County and our numbers are growing. As an elder with a small fixed income I
am pushed out of my home community of 40 years with very few options.
Name not shown inside Larkspur (unverified) April 6, 2015, 10:24 AM
Because there is no rent control in Marin County, it seems that landlords have free reign to gouge their
tenants. I am an excellent tenant... quiet, low maintenance, careful, prompt in my rental payments, friendly
and helpful with neighbors... who cares for the property as if it were my own home. My landlord has raised my
rent by 10% for each of the last four years and now she wants to raise it by 75%... because she can. Is this even
legal? I am being forced out and displaced because my income cannot match her greed.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 6, 2015, 10:54 AM
Lifelong Marin resident, retired. A renter for over 25 years. Not once late on rent. Getting priced‐out of the
Marin rental market. Rent consumes over half my gross income which, to me, is worth it as I have a very nice
apt. in a safe community. The situation is becoming unsustainable, however, so I will have to leave Marin next
year.
B C inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 6, 2015, 11:39 AM
The current state of housing in Marin is truly shameful. Based upon my experience Marin's efforts are going
towards (1) those who have children, and (2) those engaged in drug, alcohol and/or experiencing mental
illness. Yes. Some effort has been taken for senior housing but certainly not enough. I've lived here for over 2
decades and there are 2 things that should have been obvious to the county:
1. The number of seniors in Marin
2. The fact that not ALL of them would be able to afford to buy
Having been engaged in a serious hunt for housing, let me state what I have seen. The preference given to the
above 2 groups virtually shuts out vast numbers of those who have given life to Marin ‐‐ namely, those of us
who are (or were) middle‐class. These are those who were not making six figure salaries but faithfully paid
their taxes, voted and did most of the things that good, law‐abiding citizens should do. These are those who,
having given their all to this county, are now left to fall through the cracks. Yes, it is true that, despite the
many challenges they are facing in this area, most of them will never succumb to drug and/or alcohol, undergo
mental illness, embrace homelessness or simply give up. Instead they will be allowed to fall through the
cracks in the hope that, with time, they will simply fade away, move away, or (not wanting to move from the
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place they have long called home) be "forced" to live with virtual strangers. Included in this problem are the
many (sometimes homeless) people who ARE coming from other counties (using resources of which they have
not invested) and those who have moved from other states. Imagine a parent who gives preference to the
children of others above his/her own!!!! This is what Marin is engaged in (whether consciously or
unconsciously) and it is a tragedy... With all of the love I have had for Marin, let me state honestly. You (as a
county) are creating homelessness of your middle class residents (specifically) and it should be for you (as a
county) a source of genuine sorrow. Written with heartfelt sorrow at the current decline of the quality of life
in Marin due to (let's be honest, please) greed. Sincerely, BC
Name not available (unclaimed) April 6, 2015, 11:45 AM
The problem is that rent is high in good and safe neighborhoods where education seems to have higher
numbers. Housing cost is so high that it keeps minorities in certain areas due to affordability. Feels like it's
intentional to keep minorities out. There is also racism in the way that apartments are being rented and only
to certain races.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 6, 2015, 11:48 AM
WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE AN AMICABLE RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR LAND LORD OF 23 YEARS WITH
REASONABLE RENT AND EXCELLENT HOUSING. WE ARE LIKELY OUTSIDE THE NORM FOR MOST MARIN
RENTERS.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 6, 2015, 2:24 PM
We need regulation regarding rent increases (i.e. rent control). Not knowing when and how much your rent
will increase is pretty stressful.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 6, 2015, 5:13 PM
I am a long time resident of West Marin and do not plan to move. However my daughter, who is disabled
hasn't been able to find an affordable place to rent for about 10 months.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (unverified) April 6, 2015, 6:20 PM
It's all a crime .. and is destroying community . .more co‐housing structures needed like in the east bay .
.there's alot of fear about money .. lack of diversity.. . elitism
Name not available (unclaimed) April 6, 2015, 9:11 PM
I ask for your support of: 1. Decent, moderate‐cost options near transportation hubs. 2. Subtle, low‐profile
small apartment complexes near parks and schools as opposed to megaloplex developments by the highway.
3. County‐wide strategic approach to support the development of a solid middle class, including (but not
limited to) reasonable rental options for young professionals that might actually allow us to save for a down
payment.
Name not shown inside Fairfax (on forum) April 6, 2015, 9:16 PM
Several friends have been unable to find new housing after being asked to move. They are musicians and
artists and cannot afford 1000 for a room
Name not available (unclaimed) April 7, 2015, 3:49 PM
I am lucky to be able to exchange work and goods in lieu of a monthly rent check. Otherwise I would not be
able toafford to "rent" in Marin.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 7, 2015, 4:37 PM
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Although I personally don't have a problem right now, I am in touch with many senior adults who can't find
any housing in my community. Affordable housing just doesn't exist. If my landlord sold the house in which I
am living, I don't know what I would do. It makes me feel insecure about my living arrangements.
Name not shown (unverified) April 7, 2015, 6:02 PM
There is so little on the market that unless you have perfect credit and a sizable bank account, you are not
likely to find a place. We work for non‐ profits which cannot afford to pay Bay Area salary which also does not
help our situation. So our jobs and community will be losing us unless we can find something.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 7, 2015, 6:14 PM
In West Marin rental housing has all but disappeared, landlords switching from long term rentals to vacation
rentals.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 7, 2015, 6:47 PM
I hate to think of being priced out of the area we love to live and raise our child, but I fear it is possible that
may happen if our landlord raises rent or sells the building. It's scary and sad what is happening in Marin!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 8:01 AM
Post divorce, I thought I would have to live in an apartment as renting a house is too expensive, but I found a
cute little house for my daughter and I to rent in Novato for only $1950/month!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 8:05 AM
Cost of rentals are too high and property owners do not value good tenants and do not maintain the
properties to justify the rent they are charging.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 8:12 AM
Landlords are asking far too much for their properties ‐ Marin County is not worth living in for the price
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 8:27 AM
Marin is an amazing place to live, I love it here... but I feel that the rents are being increased too much for the
average person to live. My husband and I are left with pennies at the end of each month. My take home pay is
2,500 per month... our rent is 2425. you do the math!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 8:32 AM
I work here but can barely afford to live here. The majority of my pay check goes to rent. When I retire, I will
have to move, but my support systems and friends are here.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) April 8, 2015, 8:39 AM
I work for the Novato Unified School District and I can not afford to live in the city that I work. I do not have
any children of my own therefore I do not qualify for any services. I take home 1334 a month on my pay check
and my rent is 1300. Rents are increasing so much that there is no way for my family to find housing that we
can afford. We are currently a family of three sharing a 1bd cottage.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 8, 2015, 8:41 AM
I have lived in Marin for almost 30 years and feel increasingly marginalized in my own community. We live in
fear of the next rent increase or of having to move as the current rental rates are such that we would be
forced to leave Marin and perhaps the Bay Area.
Name not shown inside Fairfax (on forum) April 8, 2015, 9:28 AM
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Rental opportunities are shrinking while rental prices are increasing! I understand supply and demand but
many long time renters are getting priced out of Marin.
Name not shown inside Fairfax (on forum) April 8, 2015, 9:33 AM
There will be no housing for teachers and service workers before long. It is impossible to even find a rental. my
rent was 1925$ and then was raised 275$ within a 6 month period! And I'm told more raises are to follow. it's
very depressing.
Angelica Galland inside Ross (on forum) April 8, 2015, 9:42 AM
We were lucky to have found the home we did in Ross as affordable housing. It was 850 square feet, but it was
close to school and a great price. Now that we are forced to find a new place we have been shocked to find
out how much rent has increased in the last four years and now we may need to move out of the county. We
ideally would like a 3 bedroom, but that would put rent over 3k a month and it just feels unreasonable. Our
rent was raised within less than 6 months apart in the last year, granted it was the only two rent raises we
experienced the whole time were there, but it was a trend we were concerned was going to continue. The
house was due for some repairs but we were afraid to say anything because we didn't want the rent to be
raised again. Thank you for doing this survey. Something needs to be done about rental prices in Marin.
Name not shown inside Larkspur (on forum) April 8, 2015, 9:54 AM
need more low income housing so Marin workers can afford to stay here and spend money here to keep the
economy going.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 8, 2015, 10:06 AM
It's terrible! If affordable, so small as to be unlivable!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 10:16 AM
I am an elementary school teacher and through the kindness of a good friend, I have found housing at an
affordable rate temporarily. I have not had success at finding affordable long term housing for teachers in
Marin. The cost of living is too high for civil servants in MArin, and it feels like the community at large does not
value us because of the resistance to affordable housing here. We can never afford to buy a home here, but
wish there were more programs to protect us a long term renters who want to live in the community we
serve.
Name not shown inside San Anselmo (on forum) April 8, 2015, 10:27 AM
Consideration should be made for teachers in the San Rafael City School District who earn less than a living
wage and will likely be priced out of Marin and San Francisco.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 8, 2015, 10:44 AM
Lack of rent control is an issue as rent increases are far exceeding wage increases or even inflation rise.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 11:31 AM
As a teacher in Marin, it is becoming increasingly difficult to make ends meet.
Name not shown inside San Anselmo (on forum) April 8, 2015, 12:51 PM
As a teacher, I have never been able to afford a house in Marin. I rent with family assistance. When my
current housing situation ends, I will need to look elsewhere for housing because Marin is far too expensive.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 12:56 PM
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Renting in Marin is difficult depending on household income.
So, either we pay people more, such as
teachers, etc., or we offer affordable rentals to professionals who contribute to our community.
Name not shown inside Mill Valley (on forum) April 8, 2015, 2:22 PM
Marin is a beautiful area and I love living here but the cost of renting may force me out of the area. I am a
teacher in Marin County and my daughter goes to school here as well. My annual income as a Marin County
public school teacher is not enough for me to live on in Marin County. That just seems wrong.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 3:05 PM
I was very fortunate to buy a piece of property 4 years ago in the housing crash. Before that was looking to
move out of the area. I still have concerns that the property I live in the flood area of Santa Venetia with no
immediate plans to work on the higher berms or retaining walls. If my property were to flood I am certain I
would have to move out of the area.
Name not shown outside Marin County (unverified) April 8, 2015, 3:05 PM
It's a shame that I cannot afford to live where I grew up and where I work. I would need to do similarly to what
I do now, which is likely to be either living with others/housemates/parents or some alternate plan if I wanted
to either maintain our current standard of living or use that money to raise children at a decreased standard of
living. It's limiting on the neighborhoods, school districts, and activities that one can live in or participate in
and why I commute to work from another county and have put off having a family or life in Marin.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 3:17 PM
Lack of available housing is profound but pressure from family court to MOVE BACK is more of an issue for me.
Marin has managed its growth and open/agriculture space exceptionally well over the past 40 years resulting
in fewer rental development projects. However, due to its proximity to SF and the evolution of the local
housing market there are fewer rental units and a skewed demographic living in the county ‐ so be it, let the
markets dictate.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 8, 2015, 3:44 PM
I am really hoping that we can come up with a solution so that I may continue to raise my children and work
where I was raised, Marin. I currently live in a two bedroom home with 1 child who has special needs and can
not share his room. This means that I am sleeping on a pull out couch in the living room in order to provide for
my family.
Name not shown inside Fairfax (on forum) April 8, 2015, 3:54 PM
Salaries aren't compensating for the increase of the housing market. Because the rental/housing market is
increasing in a rapid pace, salaries are unable to compensate making it challenging to live in the area.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 11:52 PM
I want to stay in Marin County, specifically west Marin, and am concerned that rising prices will make it
extremely difficult to move into a larger space to accommodate my family.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 5:53 AM
I am a senior (68) and still working. At any time my situation could change. I find myself taking on additional
work to make ends meet. I have no other income except what I am able to earn. If I stop working, the whole
picture changes.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 9, 2015, 6:24 AM
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I have been looking for another rental for 10 months now and have not found a less expensive one that is even
close to nice. I feel as if I should be able to buy a home for what I am paying in rent ($3900/mo.). I have made
5 attempts to buy a home (in the 600K‐750K range) but have been significantly outbid by buyers who are
paying much more in cash. I am a leader in Marin County and would like to live here, but it is feeling
impossible.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 9, 2015, 1:00 PM
It is impossible to live in Marin County ‐ even to rent a one bedroom apartment for my daughter and I...and I
make $67k a year. Sonoma County is a little better but barely. We're kind of stuck in this neverworld where
we make too much to get a break but not enough to survive among the techies and investment bankers. It's,
well, sickening.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 1:27 PM
This situation is untenable. Everyone I know who rents, including myself, feels like the rug could be pulled at
any moment. It is a landlord's market and in addition to skyrocketing rents, tenants with pets in their families
face a VERY challenging situation. The fact that pets are not allowed in the majority of rentals, certainly the
decent places, is a very sad state of affairs indeed.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 9, 2015, 3:32 PM
Hostility and fears drummed up by people who have been here a while against imagined ills of workforce
affordable housing. Most of the worst could not afford to buy or rent here now but got in when it was more
affordable and are very exclusionary. The usual low income person who is at or below county median income
is the one they see every morning in the mirror. But they have a zero sum mentality, if anyone else gets
something, they must logically as a result lose something.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 9, 2015, 3:43 PM
When I was looking for housing under $1000 (studio) this is what I found. I found a place that had an old
trailer in their back yard with no sewage hook up and a compost toilet for $800, for $750 a small bedroom that
had been walled off with a bathroom with no kitchen (a microwave) and no heat. If I wanted a decent studio
apartment (440 sq ft) it was $1300‐1400 which is almost half of my take home pay. As a professional paying
almost half of my take home salary for a postage stamp sized living space is crazy. I don't know how people
who have families, especially those who make less than I, make it. There are homeless all over the place, living
in cars, and up in the hills, and who can blame them. I am moving to Vallejo, where I can pay half the rent for a
postage size place, so at least I will have some disposable income to actually do things other than pay for a
roof over my head. AND as soon as I can afford to job wise I am leaving Marin because this situation is just out
of hand. As an administrator of a child development program, finding staff is difficult. Many staff live outside
the county and have to commute and when they find jobs closer to their home they leave. For jobs with pay at
a child care teacher's or aide's salary rate, who can live here?
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 3:46 PM
I do not live in Marin County because I cannot afford it. My partner and I own a house in Richmond. We would
live in Marin if there were affordable housing options.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 3:48 PM
The cost of rent is rising too fast and my paychecks aren't able to keep up. Landlord does as little to maintain
property and doesn't take into account if you're a good tenant. It's getting to the point that I won't be able to
afford to live or work in Marin.
BOS Attachment 3
October 13, 2015
Page 20 of 40

Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 3:50 PM
It is impossible for a middle‐income single adult to afford housing alone. Without a roommate, I couldn't
afford to live in the county and even then it's a stretch to find reasonable prices for rent. The cost of studios
and one bedroom apartments are well above the reach of most people. The room shares or studios that are
available are still expensive at $900‐$1300 respectively and often don't include private space or a kitchen.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 4:02 PM
I have lived in Marin County all of my life, but had to move as I was unable to afford the cost of rent in this
area.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 4:05 PM
There is nothing available for young adults with low paying wages. Even the eligibility requirements are an
impossible hurdle for many. When I was a teenager, we were able to rent an apartment with friends quite
easily. Not so anymore.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 4:17 PM
My sister who lives in the area was willing to convert her garage into an inlaw unit for me, but she couldn't get
the permits. I know that some cities are now allowing this policy and I wish San Rafael would.
Susan Warnick inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 9, 2015, 5:01 PM
I have lived in Marin for over 35 years and I am concerned that I won't be able to live here when I retire
because I won't be able to afford the rent. Investors are buying properties and charging outrageous rents that
used to be affordable and reasonable. Now, the same places are four times more than they used to be. I am a
teacher librarian and worked in Marin my entire adult life. I'm divorced and it is very difficult for me to live
here now. Please do something about this.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 5:14 PM
The cost is entirely prohibitive for young adults looking to live and work near the city. The east bay and south
bay are much more attractive areas of residence because of the exorbitant cost of living in Marin. If I didn't
work in Marin, I would not live here, despite having grown up here and having family here.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 6:02 PM
Thank you!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 6:49 PM
Very expensive.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 6:49 PM
Im a teacher that works in marin county and cannot afford to live anywhere near where I work.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) April 10, 2015, 9:06 AM
I bought a place 4 years ago because I had family help with the down payment and my monthly payments
(including taxes) was going to be less than renting. There is a real need for affordable housing in Marin. I'm a
single mom and can make it because I have a professional job but most single parents simply can't afford to
live in Marin.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 10, 2015, 9:29 AM
I've lived in Marin for 30 years. Landlords just seem to want to keep this county exclusive by over charging
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rent! Too bad. It use to be a nice place to live but I can't even afford to live in the county I work in.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 10, 2015, 10:31 AM
The cost of living in Marin County is for the wealthy only. Old‐time/long‐time residents who are not very
wealthy can no longer afford to live in the county they were born and raised in. It's a real shame.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 10, 2015, 12:28 PM
We actually would very much like to move into a larger place as we are a married couple living in a 1 bedroom
with my spouse also working from home. We just cannot afford to do so as rents are high in Marin. We have
thought about moving outside of Marin County but then the commute in is costly and timely ... it is more a
lose/lose situation. We live modestly and are very happy with our landlord and apartment ...
Name not available (unclaimed) April 10, 2015, 2:11 PM
I recently had to move out of marin county because as a single person with 2 children working full‐time with a
$40K annual income, I could not afford to live in Marin County. There was no affordable housing. Rents were
up to $1600 for a 2 bedroom apartment in a run down area of town.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) April 10, 2015, 2:35 PM
Rent prices are ridiculously high. I'm a professional, middle income single mom. I can only afford a one‐
bedroom apartment because a two bedroom would eat up 50% of my net income and would compromise
other living expenses. I do not live an extravagant life...my car is over 10yrs old, I do not buy designer labels
and I try to live sensibly. I make too much money to qualify for low income housing but not enough to live in a
place where I can give my one child their own room and still afford after school care and other living expenses.
Something needs to be done!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 10, 2015, 3:23 PM
I am a home owner. Is this the wrong survey?
Name not available (unclaimed) April 10, 2015, 3:52 PM
Adult children caring for their elderly parents is a hardship many endure due to the high cost of rent. There
should be tax breaks and other financial perks for those who are in this situation.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 10, 2015, 5:17 PM
Our landlord is attempting to sell the home we are renting. If we are evicted by the new landlord, we are quite
concerned about finding an affordable place to rent. We would probably have to move to Petaluma or
somewhere else outside of Marin County.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 10, 2015, 6:56 PM
Outrageous rent prices and landlords have raised them "just because they can". It is absolutely inhumane to
keep people from being able to afford basic needs such as food, clothing and gas. I feel trapped because I
don't want to move my kids out of their school and disrupt what little connection they have here. The wealth
divide is quite significant among their peers and makes them feel "less than".
Robert Zarren outside Marin County (on forum) April 10, 2015, 7:37 PM
My rent went up 10% 1/1/13, another 10 % 1/1/14, and another 10% 1/1/15. I justed moved to Sebastopol in
February because of this increased cost. My monthly savings is $800 per month. Thank you for asking.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 11, 2015, 2:01 PM
Your question ‐ "How much of income is spent on housing"? could have been clearer did you mean cost of
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rent, or cost of rent, water, trash,& PG&E. (being this form is for renters, that is why I found the word
"housing" & not "rent" confusing) NOTE ‐ I am can not afford to even take a "stay at home" vacation. Due to
the cost of my rent. That is my largest expense. I work 10hrs daily some days more hrs. 5days a week. My apt.,
is simple no pool or anything. L/L doesn't maintain it very well. But I am blessed to live here! and blessed to
work and live in Marin!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 11, 2015, 8:21 PM
there is SO LITTLE rental housing available AT ALL, let alone affordable and/or sec 8 accepting
Name not available (unclaimed) April 12, 2015, 2:34 PM
Extremely competitive. 4+ bedrooms that are affordable are hard to come by. Owners have no incentive to
keep the property in good shape. No long term rentals are available.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 12, 2015, 5:35 PM
Unlike many, I make a very good living, ($200k/yr). I am a single parent to two older children, do not get child
support and am currently renting a 3 bedroom condo in Greenbrae. While my rent is generally "affordable"
for me right now, the condition of the unit is not great and I am leasing month to month. I know that the
owner is interested in selling, and I am very concerned that if he decides to sell in this market (which he can
command a huge price for) I will never find another apartment that accommodates my family for the same
rent. If this is difficult and concerning for me, I can not imagine what this means for people who have far less
income working and living in this area.
I don't know who is affording these rents.... but it seems the
middle class family will all eventually be run out of Marin, forced to relocate, not to mention those who are
not middle class.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 12, 2015, 10:02 PM
Not only are apartments priced 50% higher, lots of them aren't healthy and functional (and never were). Lots
of mold problems and just plain not enough space to live comfortably in. I think rent control is in order. And
also health and safety codes for apartments. Also, I don't think it fair to renters to move into a place at one
price and then once in there, landlord gets to increase whatever they want, and if we don't like it we have to
move. I rent an apartment because I am wiling to pay what I rent it for, not higher. I would love it if housing
were indeed affordable, and not just for low income folks, but for everyone. It is a really big chunk of money
that goes for basic needs. I would love it if housing was 1/2 of what it is now.
Name not shown inside Sausalito (on forum) April 13, 2015, 8:13 AM
We had to give up our beloved family dog because it was IMPOSSIBLE to find anywhere that would rent to us
with a pet. Fortunately, she has found a loving home, but it was heartbreaking to give her up.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 13, 2015, 9:38 AM
As a renter, I feel powerless and unprotected.
Tia Acevedo inside San Rafael (on forum) April 13, 2015, 4:22 PM
At this point I am in a one bedroom with my 24 year old daughter who can't afford to move. I am praying my
landlord doesn't ask us to move because the rents have skyrocketed and there seems to be no section 8
housing available anymore.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 14, 2015, 10:13 AM
Rents are far too high for working families. The quality of what is available is generally very poor at the lower
end of the rental market (which is still extremely high).
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Name not available (unclaimed) April 14, 2015, 4:07 PM
lifetime resident of marin, born and raised in marin, now will have to leave my home county due to the lack of
housing affordable to young people. I find it disheartening that for all the focus put on children throughout
marin there would be some consideration for what they are going to do when the come of age to move on
their own the current policy seems to be to prevent them from returning to their home county to live but
rather to force them elsewhere through financial restriction.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 14, 2015, 6:44 PM
I have a friend who had to move out of Marin County in the summer. After going through a divorce and illness,
she was hit with a 50% increase in rent. She is a single mom and couldn't get placed in affordable housing even
though she was on several lists. She moved to San Diego.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 14, 2015, 9:51 PM
There is not enough affordable housing in Marin County at all and it's sad because most of the population here
is in the below poverty level even though we work. This county is outrageous!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 15, 2015, 7:52 AM
Not enough decent and affordable housing, especially for seniors.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) April 15, 2015, 10:08 AM
We have been
The cost of renting a home has gone up SO much in Novato, even in the last year!
looking to rent a new home for a couple of years and now have seen the same homes up for rent as a year ago
but they are $500‐$1000 more per month then they were then! Maybe people moving here from SF or
Southern Marin can afford those rental prices but locals cannot. Our family feels very fortunate to have a
home at all that we can afford but our family has grown and we can't get into a larger home in this current
rental market so we feel trapped.
Name not shown inside San Anselmo (on forum) April 15, 2015, 11:11 AM
The cost of living in Marin is so expensive. I spend over 50% of my monthly income on rent just to keep a roof
over my child's head but according to the State of California I make too much money to qualify for any
assistance, even food stamps. It is very difficult living in Marin.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) April 15, 2015, 9:27 PM
We live in an apartment that continues to raise the rent at the end of every lease. We want to be able to work
and live in the same community. We find it very difficult to find a place to live that allows our son to remain in
his school that we can afford. We wish there was rent control in Marin. We wish there were more
opportunities for lower income families to stay in the area.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 16, 2015, 9:46 PM
Cost of living for dual income families is outrageous, let alone single income families. My daughter and I have
been sharing a small one bedroom apartment for 9 years because I can't afford to move to a bigger place.
What happened to rent control?!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 16, 2015, 10:45 PM
Renting is such a challenge. The rents are so very high and there are few places available which are remotely
affordable. Friends of ours were recently evicted after 24 years with the landlord. They could find nothing at a
rent they could afford. We are afraid of being evicted or of repeated rent increases as we can't afford the
market rent and we have a child about to start college and don't qualify for aid.
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Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) April 18, 2015, 8:56 PM
Way too expensive!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 19, 2015, 9:39 AM
There should be some form of rent control. I bought a house and am moving but my rent would have
increased 10% monthly (an additional $400/month) if I had stayed in the house I was renting. That is
exorbitant. The new tenant will pay $5,000/month.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) April 19, 2015, 3:31 PM
I am renting because I lost my condo in the mortgage crisis. I am losing out on benefits of real estate market
Name not available (unclaimed) April 19, 2015, 9:51 PM
We need housing for a disabled young adult who needs support services. This is a real and urgent need in
Marin
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) April 21, 2015, 1:58 PM
Not much to share ‐ it's no secret housing and rental costs are ridiculously high and it's next to impossible for a
lower‐middle class family to get ahead in this climate. If we could move we would but our situation requires
us to live here right now.
Name not shown inside Mill Valley (on forum) April 22, 2015, 5:02 PM
As a public servant, the better that I serve my southern Marin community, the more desirable/expensive I
make the real estate. Thus, the better I am at my job, the more I price myself out of the housing market. Now
there's a paradox! Where is the BMR and affordable housing for teachers, firefighters, cops, etc. There's
currently only one BMR unit on the MLS right now and the odds of winning that lottery aren't inspiring. Can
we please do something to put a lid on all the real estate greed here? I am losing hope for my family's future.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 22, 2015, 5:18 PM
I know friends who live in SF but lease also or sublet in Marin so their kids can school here. Local people since
1998, we are being forced out to Silicon Valley types. We are over 50 with children who go to school here and
their friends and sports teams are all here! Rents at the Cove Area have gone up 30% to 50%; and the
landlords don't care about fixing problems. Our place is tiny, and we live with rat traps in a "luxury living"
place! I pray for RENT CONTROL; grandfather clauses; and equitable rent pricing standards for what is
provided!
Name not shown inside Corte Madera (on forum) April 22, 2015, 5:30 PM
Rental housing in Marin County has become really very expensive. My family and I would love to stay but
might have to move out because of the cost of living here.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 22, 2015, 8:14 PM
Rent has gone up based on the CPI every year we have lived here. However, our incomes have not gone up AT
ALL each year. The problem is the overall economy.
Name not shown inside Tiburon (on forum) April 22, 2015, 11:03 PM
We tend to move after the end of our lease period because every time we've rented the increase in rent has
been substantial. For example, we rented our last house in Belvedere for $7,000/month. At the time, that was
a big stretch. When our lease ended, our landlords wanted to increase the rent to $9,500/month. There was
no way we could afford that. We lived in that house for three years before being forced to leave because of
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the huge increase. We're already fearing the same thing will happen in our current house. Very stressful...
Name not shown inside Tiburon (on forum) April 23, 2015, 5:57 AM
Uncontrolled Rental increases in an already pricey rental market are frightening!
Name not shown inside Tiburon (on forum) April 23, 2015, 8:24 AM
The current state of a one year lease and then transferring to month to month leads to instability for both the
renter and rentee. The more secure a guarantee of residency, the better a family can become part of the
community and the rentee then also has a guaranteed income. Yearly leases should be more strongly
encouraged. Also the way that the Cove handled their remodel is scary and unfair. To be able to force people
out of their homes, some of whom have lived there for decades because new owners have come in and are
greedy, is unfair. Raising rent with the intent of eviction seems unethical but is standard practice. There
should be a more fair option of grandfathering in current tenants.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 23, 2015, 11:01 AM
There is no rent control in Marin county. There is no limit as to rent raises, there is a major neglect in housing
maintenance and upkeep. No boundaries. Wide discrepancy between the affluent and the poor and no
housing availability even for the salaried educated professional. Money speaks in Marin County.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) April 23, 2015, 3:27 PM
Novato used to be affordable, but I've seen monthly rents skyrocket recently (from $1300 average to $2500.)
Thank goodness for Warner Creek Senior Housing! Otherwise, I'd have to move to AZ. Ugh!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 23, 2015, 4:24 PM
Few options in Bay Area with limited income, but best place to live. Social Security income shouldn't be
threatened!
Name not available (unclaimed) April 23, 2015, 6:12 PM
I work at schools in Marin as a substitute ParaEducator. From those wages, it's very difficult to make ends
meet & I have to have a second job. Affordable Housing is really essential especially for people who work in
the schools. It is also important to allow for diversity. Many children were born in Marin but they move away
because of the high cost of living & not much industry in Marin that pays well.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (unverified) April 23, 2015, 9:52 PM
Pets are statistically less noisy and less damaging to property than kids. Also, we are required to pay "pet
rent" when there is no such requirement for kids. A deposit should be enough. It is very unfair. There are no
protections for renters in Marin as far as rent increases are concerned. There should be a limit to the percent
rent can be increased. If it is increased, the landlord should be required to furnish the tenant an improvement
in the condition or amenities of the rental.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 24, 2015, 8:25 AM
I want to live in the county where I work but no affordable housing
Name not available (unclaimed) April 24, 2015, 9:06 AM
People are renting rooms for over $1500 a month with no access to kitchen and sharing bathrooms. This is not
right and unfair. I am lucky enough to have found landlords who are appreciative of me and have not raised
my rent and treat me very fairly. You do not find many landlords like this.
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Name not shown (unverified) April 24, 2015, 7:50 PM
Like MANY others have commented, the cost of renting here in Marin are RIDICULOUS and honestly, I am
disgusted by the greed that is currently on display in the listings by property management companies and
private housing owners. Question for the county at large: Who is is it that you expect to teach/care for your
children, wait on you in the many niche eateries, wash your car, your clothes, or protect your homes from fires
and police your neighborhoods if you aren't willing to provide a liveable wage or affordable, CLEAN AND
PROPERLY MAINTAINED housing for these civil "servants" and the other minions whose skills and services
allow you to enjoy the quality of life that you have earned? For the record, I do believe that many of the
people here in Marin have worked hard for and earned the right to enjoy their lifestyle how ever they choose.
I am not foolish enough to think "they" are responsible for the current housing troubles here in Marin and all
over the Bay Area but I do find it upsetting that the term "working‐class" seems to be synonymous with
"people we'd rather not have to see living in our communities" type of attitude. No one likes being looked
down upon or made to feel bad about the fact that they can't afford to live in a place they have called HOME
for most of their lives!!! I sure hope we can all work together towards an outcome that allows for there to be
room for everyone here in one of the MOST beautiful parts of California!
Name not shown inside Corte Madera (on forum) April 25, 2015, 8:43 AM
Greed is the crux of the problem. Too many landlords price their properties above fair market value because in
inventory is low. We talked our new landlord down by $600 a month and the rent is still too high but he has
the upper hand. It's sickening. We're fortunate that we afford to rent. We're hoping that more property comes
on the market for sale so we can start building some equity instead of paying exorbitant lease terms.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 25, 2015, 11:22 PM
The availability of moderately priced rental apts is limited.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 26, 2015, 1:01 PM
all renters live with the fear of having their place sold out from under them/the owner moving in; in Marin,
because the cost of housing has become so high, VERY few rentals of ANY kind are available should one have
to move‐ owners are converting to vacation rentals, or can afford to not bother to rent their property out at
all
Name not available (unclaimed) April 26, 2015, 3:03 PM
any renter lives under the threat of having their place sold out from under them/owner moving in; in Marin,
the cost of houses has become so high that should one have to move, there are VERY few rentals‐ owners can
either afford to not have to bother to rent at all, or are using their property as vacation rather than residential
rentals. renters have little available rental stock in Marin now. The County needs to seriously start to consider
whether there can be Resident requirements for properties to be used as vacation rentals. Is there ANYthing
that can possibly be done about third and fourth homes?
Name not available (unverified) April 27, 2015, 11:25 AM
My landlady could get about $750 more per month for my place because rents have skyrocketed. She wanted
to add an increase of $100 a month for next 7 months. That's legal ‐‐ but shocking and frightening. As she said,
"Business is business. I hope you understand."
Name not available (unclaimed) April 29, 2015, 1:52 PM
There are too few apartments, and rents are shockingly high. It's a landlord's market. Who can the 99% afford
to live here?
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Name not available (unclaimed) April 30, 2015, 8:45 PM
Beautiful place to live, however teacher salary does not afford for quality of life to enjoy the beauty and
resources. Becoming increasingly difficult to survive as the gap between haves and haves not is exponentially
increasing.
Name not shown inside Novato (unverified) May 5, 2015, 9:03 AM
Rental prices seem to increase because the rest of the surrounding areas are increasing. No new benefits or
updates are done on the apartments to merit such an increase. Increasing rental prices are going to push out
all low and middle class families.
Name not available (unclaimed) May 5, 2015, 10:49 AM
It would be helpful if there was one central online resource for affordable housing in Marin and that it was
updated regularly. There are currently many local websites on the topic but much of the information about
rental opportunities is not updated and is several years old.
Name not available (unclaimed) May 7, 2015, 5:54 PM
I rented in Marin when i was single and biggest issue was lack of rent control, making it unpredictable when
there would be an increase and how much that would be. I know that many families get priced out of Marin
due to high costs of rent
Name not available (unclaimed) May 12, 2015, 7:04 PM
Haven't needed to worry about it for years, but at some point, I will have to move somewhere. I have no idea
where I'll go.
Name not available (unclaimed) May 13, 2015, 6:58 AM
My wife and I moved to Marin 3/2014 finding a one bedroom for 1600. It has gone up to 1750. We have been
looking to move for 4 months but rent has increased across the board so much in this area all we can find for
less than 1750 is studios. Also housing is at such a premium that units posted on craigslist are usually gone
within a day or two which is not enough time for me to request a day off from work to view and turn in
applications. Furthermore while crime is low in my neighborhood the yuppie Marin " I am important because I
have money attitude" leads to dangerous pedestrian situations. Drivers and Bicyclists run stop signs and do
not stop for pedestrians. My wife has had multiple near misses and I myself was clipped by a car as I was
legally crossing in a crosswalk.
Name not shown inside Corte Madera (unverified) May 13, 2015, 7:09 PM
We love Marin and are saving to buy home here. However, our rental situation is very tenuous. New owners
raised rent twice and will not make any repairs or updates on our apt. stating that they don't have too because
it's an "owner's market" and implying they could get even more rent if they turned it over. Other residents
already forced out due to rent increases. Our place is very tiny and very outdated but we were making it work
to save for a home. Now with the constant rent increases and increasing disrepair it's becoming harder to
manage.
Scott Stokes inside San Rafael (on forum) May 14, 2015, 2:59 PM
You simply need to reduce all impediments to home owners who want to rent out rooms or small "apartment"
type units in their home and to actively encourage through public announcements such practices! Period. That
includes minimizing county/city fees and red tape and delay tactics. It is necessary for a healthy and diversified
population.
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Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) May 15, 2015, 6:13 AM
to live here in any acceptable housing you need to earn at least 80K ...this is unacceptable..not to mention that
complete lack of inventory. Landlords have become very greedy...charging what they think the market can
bear instead of what is fair.
Name not available (unclaimed) May 15, 2015, 8:34 AM
I wanted to add comments above but that function wasn't working. I received a large rent increase over a year
ago. Had received only a few small increases over the 10 yrs I've been here. My income hasn't increased so
this is a hardship. The landlord said they were bringing the rent up to market rate which is probably true, but
still it was a big jump. I periodically look for other rentals but now mine looks like a bargain. Rents in Sonoma
County have increased, too. I would go north if it were more affordable, but most of my activities are in Marin,
so I prefer to live here. I live with dread of another increase.
Name not shown outside Marin County (on forum) May 15, 2015, 12:36 PM
My husband and I were forced to move out of our apartment in Aug 2014. We had a one bedroom at $1500.
The rent had already been raised quite a bit over the last 2 years. Then Google apparently offered much
higher rent in order to make room for their employees. my new rent would have been $2550 to stay. a 70%
increase. We could not compete for the vacancies available in other properties. When calling to set up
appointments to see other rentals, the units were often off the market in less than an hour or the landlord
already had enough people to show it to. If you did get an appointment, there was often only a brief
opportunity to see the property and maybe 30+ people showed up at the same time. Since we were forced to
move unexpectedly we did not have the $4000 available for the new deposit and rent etc to move into a
manufactured home in Petaluma. My family saved us from becoming homeless or living in an unsafe situation
by helping us pay it. We had both been a strong part of the middle class until the recession. My business
went way down with that and technology changes in photography. We had to start living on social security
and declared bankruptcy a couple of years ago. But we were never late on our rent and good tenants. I have
worked 60 hours a week always even when not profitable in my business. Its not easy to find work after age
60 either!
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) May 15, 2015, 1:11 PM
I have had to move about 5 times the past few years. Either due to house being put on the market, or
substantial increase. I have had to live with mold, water issues, you name it, while paying a high rent. Owners
are not held liable, but will make the renter pay despite it being there issue, but because of the market it
makes you pay. I don't want to live here, but have to because of my son's family. I used to love Marin for the
outdoors, but with the cost of living, I can't see how I can ever afford to live here.
Felipe Garces inside San Rafael (on forum) May 15, 2015, 9:05 PM
In my family of 4 people and a 4‐pound dog, there was only 1 single apartment that was available in January
2015, at the time I was looking for a place to live.
Name not shown inside Novato (unverified) May 15, 2015, 10:37 PM
Grew up in Marin before it became uber rich (56 yo now). People used 2 be more live & let live. Uber rich
relative newcomers have ironic entitlement attitude. "If you can't afford it ‐ move." God for bid we should be
concerned about the health of our social ecosystem. No let's just ride them good for nothing injuns off our
land, through some gates up like Black Hawk & enjoy our singularly homogenized "community."
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) May 16, 2015, 8:39 PM
Not everyone who wishes to live here can live here! We don't have enough infrastructure ‐ nearing breaking
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point. Quality of life suffers. Too many cars etc
Name not shown inside Larkspur (on forum) May 16, 2015, 9:05 PM
Landlords expect renters to live in dumps while charging super high rents.
Name not shown inside Novato (on forum) May 17, 2015, 1:44 PM
Rent is increasing beyond the speed that the economy allows. It seems to be a Monopoly. They increase b/c if
they all do at same time, renters are forced into submission b/c it is across the board. It is making renters
poorer & poorer. Living paycheck to paycheck if LUCKY. It's WRONG. Greed to the extreme. It's beyond being
profitable, its extreme profitability, causing such HARM on innocent people trying to just survive here in Marin
County. There was a firecode violation that my landlord wouldn't resolve after months. I turned it in to fire
district. The night is was resolved, I received an increase of $300 per month as a repercussion. It's unjust,
illegal but they CAN get away with it so they do. Saying it was just a coincidence. I don't know HOW I am going
to pay it & survive. It goes into effect June 2015.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) May 17, 2015, 3:27 PM
We are very worried that our rent will go up even more at the end of the term and we won't be able to afford
it. I don't want to pull my kids out of their schools as this could be emotionally impacting. Wish there was
some sort of rent control. Landlords are making a killing on those of us who can't qualify or afford to buy in
Marin. Needs some limits!
Tetyana Kletskova inside Unincorporated Marin County (unverified) May 19, 2015, 12:55 PM
My landlord decides to raise rent when the fancy strikes her. I live in a tiny room with the window that does
not open. The property has 12 ppl living here... And constant construction is going on.
Name not available (unclaimed) May 20, 2015, 1:41 PM
We need rent control
Name not shown inside Mill Valley (unverified) May 22, 2015, 8:55 PM
There has been a significant decrease in rental stock available in Mill Valley in the past few years. Many one
and two bedroom units have been converted to airbnb short term rentals in violation of local housing codes. A
glance at the airbnb website confirms this. Zoning laws need to be enforced to keep our community from
becoming an enclave for tourists.
Name not available (unclaimed) May 28, 2015, 9:29 AM
Rental costs are extremely high. Although we can afford the monthly payments to buy a home based on what
we pay for rent we can't save enough for a down payment. There's also not enough inventory (rental or for
sale). Too much land is protected and keeps housing costs high when in reality the homes are not worth it
(most are very old and not worth it). Very disappointing and considering moving out of state for a lot of
reasons‐ one of which is high taxes and high property costs.
Name not available (unclaimed) May 28, 2015, 2:15 PM
Landlords have increased monthly rates so high that it is difficult to find any affordable apartment in Marin.
Also, demands for deposit, plus two month's rent, as well as requirements that income be at least 200% of
rent, make it tough just to move in. It costs so much, it's almost like buying a house.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (unverified) May 28, 2015, 5:59 PM
If I were forced to vacate my property because of increases of associated cost; HOA dues and upkeep or my
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ability to climb stairs to utlize my restrooms it would force me to seek housing outside of the county because
waiting list for assistance/affordable housing are so long and my income can not afford market rents.
Name not available (unclaimed) May 29, 2015, 10:30 AM
I had been out of the rental market for a long while. I was living in my Mom's house, caring for her and raising
my son while holding down a full time job. When it came time to vacate and sell my Mom's home, I found a
beautiful, and affordable (at the time) townhouse that was still within my son's school district. Yay! After the
first year, my rent was raised $200‐$250. That was okay. The next year, the same. I should have moved, but I
wanted my son to finish elementary school at the same school for his need for consistency, and security. By
the third year, they wanted upwards of $300 more. I had taken a personal loan to keep us afloat, plus used my
credit cards to subsidize. I made sacrifices, and mistakes by choice. Had they not kept raising the rent in such
unreasonable and unjustifiable annual amounts, we probably would have stayed; we would still be there. We
LOVED that townhouse. Now we are in a smaller, third floor apartment that has no air conditioning and is a
sauna in the summertime. My son has asthma, and our first and second floor neighbors are smokers. Often
time when we open the windows, there smoke wafts into our unit. I open the bathroom cabinet, and I smell
cigarette smoke. Management did replace our roof, but I am hoping they will replace our windows without a
raise in rent. My understanding, but perhaps it has changed, is that the OWNER is responsible for maintenance
and upkeep, replacement of critical assets of which there are 8 industry standards. The TENANT should not
bear the cost of that maintenance or repair/replacement. The OWNER's Maintenance staff should be
perfoming regular/annual condition assessments, performing corrective, preventive and recurring
maintenance on structures, and utilities on a scheduled basis. Nothing should ever fall into disrepair, nor fail
nor extend beyond it's design life. Should undergo full component renewal when it reaches the end of its life
cycle, but should be at the OWNER's expense. This is why tenants pay rent. Part of what we pay should go into
an account specifically for this purpose. I am off topic. Something must be done to limit the percentage that a
Landlord can raise the rent annually. Affordable housing should be existent in existing structures and not in
new constrcution which poses a threat to our natural and cultural resources; most specifically place an
increased draw/drain our our ever dwindling water supply. Place more cars on the road, causing more traffic
and raising the potential for an increase in vehicle accidents. Landlords, property owners should cease to be so
greedy and taking advantage of the housing market; Those that can't afford to buy, need to rent. But when
rents increase at an annual rate of 15% to the housing markets 10%, something is wrong. This situation is
unacceptable. It is frustrating and heartbreaking for me when my son asks me if we have to move every time I
can't afford where we are living. Until he is 18, he needs stability, he needs a home. That I can't buy right now
is for many reasons. Even if my credit rating were stellar, I fear I would still be knocked out of the market by
wealthy people and investors offering over the asking price and/or making all cash offers. Certainly their
perogative, but it leaves me out in the cold. Please do all that you can to rectify this perpetual problematic
situation. Do not let Marin become a County that is only for a select elite. Thank you.
Name not available (unclaimed) May 29, 2015, 2:17 PM
I would not be in Marin if it were not for The Redwoods, where 60 apts. are for Section 8 people.
Name not available (unclaimed) June 2, 2015, 1:36 AM
I have met several people in my situation. I currently live in a place with two flights of stairs (car ports with
two levels of apts over that). I am about to retire and want and need a place where I can live after that ‐‐
ground floor with no stairs, preferably with 2 BR so I can have someone live with me to assist me or share
rent. Most of the "affordable housing" I have seen in Marin has stairs. My income will drop after I retire so
cost of housing is my greatest concern.
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Name not available (unclaimed) June 3, 2015, 7:11 PM
Just so expensive
Shauna Harvey inside Novato (on forum) June 4, 2015, 2:42 PM
WE NEED MORE HOUSING THAT ACCEPTS PITBULLS!!!
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) June 5, 2015, 12:38 PM
My boyfriend & I have really lucked out in that we have a great landlord who offers us low rent. I have friends
& relatives that pay upwards of $3,000 per month‐Which makes it impossible to save for anything. It's forcing
a lot of use who grew up in Marin County to move. Marin is a perfect example of gentrification at it's
"finest"...It's been going on for decades with no sign of stopping, sadly.
Name not available (unclaimed) June 7, 2015, 9:44 PM
I am a teacher, and my husband is self‐employed. We cannot afford to buy a home in Marin. Although we had
a very kind and fair landlord for 23 years, who had to ask us to leave because of a family situation, there are
too many greedy landlords out there in Marin. Landlords are asking ridiculous amounts for rent and because
there is such competition for decent rentals, renters are forced to pay the high amounts if they want to stay
here. For those of us with kids in school and stable jobs it's difficult to make the decision to leave and find a
more affordable area. When I was searching (for four months) for a new rental I saw properties where the
rent was increased by $200 in one day because there was so much interest from tenants. I asked one landlord
why he changed his Craigslist ad by $200 in one day and he sheepishly told me the realtor had advised him he
could get more. This place that I looked at was a tiny 2‐bedroom in‐law apt on a busy street with no storage,
no off‐ street parking, with two bedrooms that the landlord admitted would not hold bigger than a double bed
and a single bed. It went for 2,150 instead of 1,950. Another thing I noticed was the lack of cleanliness.
Landlords would show us rentals that were dirty (dirty floors, dirty bathrooms, gross fridges and stoves). We
felt we couldn't complain because there were so many other possible tenants that the landlord could choose
instead of us. When we left our previous rental we left it clean, but when we moved into our new rental we
had to clean the whole place. I feel there should be a standard in place where a rental has to be clean upon
move‐in, but tenants are powerless to make this happen. We have been priced‐out of ever buying a house in
Marin, and yet we pay more for our rent than most of our friends who have owned (for over 15 years). We will
never have the security of a fixed mortgage like folks who own their homes, because there is no rent control in
Marin. I wish every landlord who asks for 2‐3‐4‐5,000 and more per month for their property would ask
themselves whether they would pay that amount to live there? I can guarantee most would not pay the
amount they are asking. This county is rapidly changing as the middle‐class is forced out. It is very
discouraging.
Name not available (unclaimed) June 10, 2015, 10:42 AM
this survey is poorly crafted
Name not available (unclaimed) June 10, 2015, 4:00 PM
It is fine. People want something for free. My issue is a one‐story level apartment ‐ stairs are hard. You'll get
lots of whiners in this survey. I'm fine.
Name not shown inside Larkspur (on forum) June 10, 2015, 4:03 PM
I am fine. YOu will get lots of whiners the way you structured this survey. People want everything for free. I
pay my own way, and will work until about age 75 (8 more years). I am fine.
Name not available (unclaimed) June 11, 2015, 10:45 AM
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A past 35+yr. Marin resident raising my Son here, I left to caregive a family member for 4yrs. Now back,
having to re‐establish business; find I'm competing w/high prices or Airbnb for a rental roomshare. Few
friends have offered temp spaces, however my posts for a lower price room in a house has received no
responses. Marin has become most unfriendly to anyone other than a person with alot of money. Sorry to
say, but community is missing & one area I'll be working in; as well as bringing forth innovative products,
companies that serve all people. I'm surprised how far behind the sharing concept Marin is compared to the
rest of the Bay Area where I've been living; & will be joining Pachamama Marin, UpToUs.org to try & rectify
consciousness. Tell me of any new ideas or ways I can help further your work @ Civic Ctr. I'm staying with
friends in Marin City.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) June 11, 2015, 10:46 AM
Lived in Marin 8 yrs and have been shocked by the sudden jumps in rent in the last 4 yrs. What used to be an
annual increase of $20‐50 per month is now hundreds. I live in a rental community which has seen such high
turnover that it's like a hotel. People come and go ‐ nice families come and stay a year..rent goes up by $200
and they leave. Landlords will never keep good tenants year over year if they continue to raise rents like this. I
think it's better to have a tenant you've known for years vs new ones each year with a huge bump in rent. It's
greedy and takes away from the overall community.
Name not available (unclaimed) June 29, 2015, 9:28 AM
The majority of landlords do not accept Section 8. The affordable housing properties have lengthy wait lists
and most require a deposit to be added to the list. When a tenant has a limited income, the deposits make it
difficult or impossible to apply to all open wait lists. As a result the affordable housing options become even
more limited. It would be helpful if the process for renting affordable housing was "standardized" . Collecting
1 deposit per property management company (instead of per individual property) would make the process
more affordable. One credit check or background check per property management company should be
adequate and definitely more cost effective for the prospective tenant. The tenant could sign a release listing
all the properties s/he would like the information sent to.
Name not available (unclaimed) June 30, 2015, 11:12 AM
Rent here is unbelievably unaffordable
Name not available (unclaimed) June 30, 2015, 11:27 AM
Unbelievable. Harsh. Unforgiving.
Name not available (unclaimed) June 30, 2015, 1:14 PM
Landlords, at least in my experience, are unresponsive to needs.
Name not available (unclaimed) June 30, 2015, 1:17 PM
Need rent control AND just cause eviction ordinance
Name not available (unclaimed) June 30, 2015, 1:19 PM
Section 8 voucher holders are stigmatized.
Name not available (unclaimed) June 30, 2015, 1:30 PM
I'm 67, retired and on very limited income. Also, I have an enhanced sense of beauty and require a quiet
environment.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 1, 2015, 2:20 PM
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Far too much Section 8.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 1, 2015, 2:29 PM
It seems renters have no rights. Legal system favors landlords.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 1, 2015, 2:33 PM
Thank you for this survey for my feedback
Name not available (unclaimed) July 1, 2015, 2:36 PM
it is worse for the elderly as most places do not cater to the needs of 70's and over.
Name not shown inside Larkspur (unverified) July 7, 2015, 12:59 PM
demolishing unique homes dating back 100 years. I grew up here 1964 to present, with many out of state
moves. Marin County is my home, I want to live the rest of my life here, but fear I will be priced out
eventually, not if, when. Breaks my heart.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 9:13 AM
Sucks
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 9:34 AM
Expensive.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 9:50 AM
It is ridiculously high and unaffordable and it is immoral as it is based on greed and is unrealistic and biased
toward the wealthy.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 9:59 AM
Rent is too high for me, who work part time and hourly rate; but I have to live close by to the place I work;
otherwise I will pay EXTRA for gasoline and time; for older people like me is not a good idea, especially when I
scheduled evening shift.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 10:30 AM
Too much drug activity
Thefts / homeless people sleeping in lobby / stealing / drugs being sold
Boms etc. Poor poor management
Deplorable
Not save
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 10:39 AM
Rent should be more affordable based on 1/3 of your total monthly income ‐‐ More than 50% of my fixed
income goes to rent.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 10:50 AM
I have resided in Marin since 1970 (45 yrs.) and am upset Marin county, per capita, is the most expensive &
wealthy county in the USA. It refuses to tear down San Quentin Prison & build affordable housing in Tamal.
Marin refuses to allow a BART stop & refuses to allow public transit at night which is a message to lower
income citizens especially people of color not to move into a county in which racism prevails! The average
Golden Gate Transit bus driver, Marin County public employee, San Quentin prison employee can never afford
to reside in Marin & statistics prove it!!! ‐‐30‐‐
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Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 11:21 AM
Thank you very much.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 1:11 PM
Thank you so much for taking the time to investigate the abysmal renter's market in Marin. I'm disables, Sect
8... lived at the same address for 14 years until landlord wanted to upgrade the property ... it took me 10
months to find a section 8 apt. Had the help of Nat'l. MS Society, North Bay Elder Care Optoins & MCIL & there
was absolutely NOTHING our there! It was a most stressful time!! I know someone looking for Sec 8 Apt. now
(since Jan.!) & she's also found nothing.... Please help those like us! Thank you!!
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 1:53 PM
The rental market in Marin is terrible. The county is aging rapidly and there is a lack of affordable rentals
especially for the elderly.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 1:56 PM
We need affordable housing!
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 2:49 PM
Hamilton Villas has raised my rent $150 in the last 18 months
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 3:48 PM
We need affordable housing!!
[*Staff note: the following comments were submitted in Spanish and translated to English for this document
by the County’s translation service, International Effectiveness Centers (IEC).]
Name not available (unclaimed) March 24, 2015, 9:37 AM
The rent is too high, the landlords do not want to fix the apartments, the children have nowhere to play, they
rent the apartments with cockroaches, fleas or bedbugs and they don’t fumigate, the carpets are in bad shape,
the walls have mold, the children get sick, there is nowhere to park all the time. And sometimes they simply
discriminate against you, for being Hispanic, or for having children.
Name not shown inside Larkspur (on forum) April 12, 2015, 11:46 PM
There are not many options for a family of four with an income like mine
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 3:55 PM
The abuse that all the landlords are committing, they charge what they want. There is no respect, there is a lot
of discrimination by the state legal department [?? meaning not certain]
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 3:58 PM
The apartments are not that good, that they should charge so much for them, and they take no notice of you
when something needs to be fixed
Name not available (unclaimed) July 8, 2015, 4:22 PM
There are places that they are not renting to families with children
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 9:03 AM
The rent is too high and we are getting really worried that here in Marin it is getting worse every day.
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Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 9:16 AM
You can’t make ends meet, it’s too much to pay, now $1,925.00 a month. They have raised our rent a lot.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 9:38 AM
I want rent control!
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 9:46 AM
I only make $9 an hour, we can’t make ends meet, we are low income.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 9:53 AM
Too much discrimination and abuse by the managers against the tenants, they don’t fix things.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 10:12 AM
The apartments are not that good, that they should charge so much for them, and they take no notice of you
when something needs to be fixed, we live with things that need fixing in the apartments
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 11:09 AM
The rent is very expensive in Marin for a family with low income. They should have apartments. Only for
families with children and single mothers who really need them, please take into account that many families
lie! To get low cost housing! They should investigate them before offering them a home. Thank you very much
and take this into account. Families like us who have to make sacrifices to pay the rent. With no help from the
government.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 11:15 AM
The rent is too high
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 11:27 AM
The landlords don’t maintain the homes properly, but are very quick to raise the rent.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 1:02 PM
Could you please stop the rent increases. It's not fair – we can’t do it.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 1:19 PM
The rent is very expensive, and if you find something cheaper the state of the building is not the best, many
pests like cockroaches.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 1:23 PM
There are a lot of cockroaches and the managers don’t get rid of them
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 1:38 PM
They increase the rents too much.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 1:41 PM
Rent too high, you can’t find cheap housing.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 1:44 PM
No parking. Cockroaches. Rent too high.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 1:54 PM
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The parking spaces that are for the tenants ‐ the manager is renting them to others and making that money
for you. The manager parks 7 of his cars in the parking lot of the building. They have the tenants’ cars towed.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 3:05 PM
Too many requirements to rent.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 3:26 PM
They put the rent up very fast.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 3:58 PM
There are many problems, the rent is expensive and there are a lot of pests – cockroaches….
Name not available (unclaimed) July 10, 2015, 4:12 PM
The managers don’t do maintenance or fix what is broken. And if you complain, they put the rent up.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 9:05 AM
Please, I need you to put the rent down
Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 9:22 AM
Everything is expensive in Marin
Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 2:11 PM
I have no plans to move ‐ everything is expensive
Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 2:36 PM
The housing is not maintained and we pay too much.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 2:43 PM
Single mother ‐ widow ‐ and permanent resident.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 2:47 PM
The deposit is too high, they don’t repair things, we don’t earn much – we are low income and we have
nowhere to go, we have to live with cockroaches
Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 3:28 PM
In my house I rent an apartment in the Canal area, we pay 1,575 and they made us sign that we wouldn’t have
more people in, "the owners are right" but it is very difficult to pay the high rent, the apartments are not
worth the cost.
Besides, why don’t they want many families to live in a single apartment if there is no rent control and the
costs are too high. Thanks for your kind interest.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 3:36 PM
It is very expensive and needs repairs
Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 3:40 PM
Rents are increasingly high costs, every year the rent goes up $100 dollars.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 3:57 PM
It is very expensive and there are many requirements and a deposit.
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Name not available (unclaimed) July 13, 2015, 4:17 PM
The rent is too high
Name not available (unclaimed) July 14, 2015, 9:07 AM
I would ask the people who read this to put a stop to the rent increases, the increases are very frequent now.
It isn’t fair on those of us who pay rent.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 14, 2015, 9:43 AM
The conditions are not good in the apartments and they charge a lot of money. Conditions in the apartments
are unhealthy.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 14, 2015, 10:10 AM
They should make checks on the apartments more often
Name not available (unclaimed) July 14, 2015, 10:12 AM
Rents are too high and hard to find
Name not available (unclaimed) July 14, 2015, 10:23 AM
The supervision is poor, there are cockroaches and they don’t try to combat them, nothing is effective
Name not available (unclaimed) July 14, 2015, 10:41 AM
Irresponsible owners, they don’t fix the houses when they are in bad shape, the rent is very expensive.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 14, 2015, 10:44 AM
The cheapest places are infested with cockroaches. The rent is too high
Name not available (unclaimed) July 14, 2015, 10:49 AM
No parking, a lot of pests (cockroaches), rent too high.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 14, 2015, 11:20 AM
Rents are too high and there are too many requirements to be able to rent and in many cases the apartments
are not in favorable condition for the asking price. I think it's a big problem in this county and the people
should have a chance to live better and in better conditions. With the greatest respect we would ask Housing
to be aware and support the Latino or immigrant community who are suffering the most in terms of housing,
because usually we have to accept the conditions that are put to us out of discrimination, and the too high
costs. The conditions our children are growing up in are degrading. We only work in this country and we pay
our taxes and it is not fair that our families should suffer these situations.
Please hear our voice. Thank you.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 14, 2015, 3:26 PM
Check what the managers are doing to see how they treat people
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 10:51 AM
I think rents are excessive in such rapid of pace.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 10:56 AM
The rent is too expensive and you can’t save anything.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 11:01 AM
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Rent is continuing to increase, high concerns.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 11:37 AM
Everything is very expensive in Marin county They put your rent up [?? meaning not certain], you can’t make
ends meet earning the minimum. The salary, you just make enough for the rent.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 12:15 PM
The managers don’t fix the apartments
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 12:27 PM
My concern is. how is it possible that they can increase the costs of housing so much, and we make $9 dollars
an hour in Marin county, the situation of people on low income is desperate, the salary is very low.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 12:30 PM
They are increasing the rent too much and people can’t make ends meet because we have a lot more
expenses and now they have put our rent up 150.00 more, now we have to pay 1,925.00, it’s too much money
every month.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 12:33 PM
Every day is worse, the rent is too high and we are concerned.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 12:38 PM
Too high rents, very little maintenance, deposits too high. They ask for too many requirements, credit.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 12:42 PM
I want rent control!
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 1:04 PM
The landlords don’t maintain the homes properly, but are very quick to raise the rent.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 1:15 PM
Very expensive, they demand a deposit and many requirements and put the rent up frequently, and if you
don’t like it they give you a month’s notice to move. They don’t repair the apartments to get us to move out so
they can rent them for more to other people with higher income, and because we have nowhere to go with
our children we stay under their conditions which are to pay what they demand and live among the
cockroaches or other conditions
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 1:51 PM
what we pay for the house cleans us out, I have been without a stove for two months until [?? I could] pay for
a new one.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 2:15 PM
The owners should be more considerate and stop putting the rent up because it is getting harder and harder
to get the money together.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 2:19 PM
It is getting harder, the rent is too high and sometimes you don’t have enough for other payments. I also have
to sleep in the living room and even then it is very expensive.
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Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 2:28 PM
The cost of rent is too high and now I'm sleeping in the living room and I am disabled. Please take seniors and
the disabled into consideration.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 2:48 PM
Cost of the rent.
No attention is paid to the homes
They don’t fix things
They don’t pay attention to things
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 3:02 PM
The rent is very worrying.
The rent is too high and the increase is a worry.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 3:05 PM
The manager is abusive towards the tenants, they charge $60 for a credit check when they know there is no
social security.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 3:54 PM
I do not agree with the rent increases. Wages don’t go up and it is impossible to pay the rent.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 3:57 PM
They have increased the cost of the homes too much, plus the rent deposit.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 4:01 PM
Marin County has excessive prices for rent.
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 4:47 PM
Everything is very expensive
Name not available (unclaimed) July 15, 2015, 5:01 PM
The rent increase is worrying because rents are too high in Marin county and now I am concerned about the
increase because only my husband works. And only reaches us for rent.
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Attachment 4
Summary Statistics from 2015 Rental Housing Survey for Property Owners/Managers

Total Responses

Total
Count
58
Total
Count

1. Are you currently the owner, manager, or agent of a rental
property in Marin County?
Yes
Skipped
Totals

%

54 93.1%
4 6.9%
58 100%

2. Please identify the name and address of the rental
property:

Answered
Skipped
Totals

Total
%
Count
32 55.2%
26 44.8%
58 100%

3. What year was the rental property originally built?

Answered
Skipped
Totals

Total
%
Count
54 93.1%
4 6.9%
58 100%

4. What type(s) of housing best describes the rental property?

Multi-family complex with more than two units
Duplex (two attached units)
Single-family detached house
Single-family attached home (i.e. townhomes, not condominiums)
Condominium(s)
Mobile Home(s)
Mixed use (combination of residential units and commercial space
Other

Total
Count
18
11
23
5
6
1
2
9

%
31.0%
19.0%
39.7%
8.6%
10.3%
1.7%
3.4%
16%

5. How many units of each size are included in the rental
property? (Studio, 1 bedroom, 2 bedroom, 3 bedroom, 4+
bedroom, commercial spaces)

Answered
Skipped
Totals

Total
%
Count
55 94.8%
3 5.2%
58 100%
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6. What is the average monthly rent of each unit size?
(Studio, 1 bedroom, 2 bedroom, 3 bedroom, 4+ bedroom,
commercial spaces)

Answered
Skipped
Totals

Total
%
Count
55 94.8%
3 5.2%
58 100%

7. Is the rental property partially or completely under some
form of rent regulation?

Yes, there are units only available to seniors
Yes, there are units only available to low and/or moderate income
No, none of the units at the property are under rent regulation
Other

Total
%
Count
3 5.2%
5 8.6%
50 86.2%
1 1.7%

8. What is the typical lease term offered for tenants of the
rental property?

Month-to-Month
One year
Two years
No lease required
Other

Total
%
Count
14 24.1%
31 53.4%
2 3.4%
1 1.7%
5
9%

9. Have rents increased in the past year? If yes, then how many times?
Total
%
Count
24 41.4%
Yes, rents increased once in the past year
4 6.9%
Yes, rents increased more than once in the past year
24 41.4%
No, rents have not increased in the past year
4 6.9%
Other
10. If rents increased in the past year, how much notice was
given to tenants prior to the increase?

30 days
60 days
More than 60 days
Not applicable, rents have not increased in the past year
Other

Total
%
Count
1 1.7%
16 27.6%
7 12.1%
13 22.4%
8
14%
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11. What are the income requirements for potential new
tenants for the rental property?

Applicant's income must be 2 times the monthly rent
Applicant's income must be 2.5 times the monthly rent
Applicant's income must be 3 times the monthly rent
Not applicable, there are no income requirements for new tenants
Other

Total
%
Count
2 3.4%
4 6.9%
12 20.7%
24 41.4%
12 20.7%

12. What was the turnover rate at the rental property in the past year?
Total
%
Count
19 32.8%
Less than 5 percent
1 1.7%
5 to 9 percent
3 5.2%
10 to 19 percent
4 6.9%
20 to 49 percent
28 48.3%
Not applicable, there was no turnover in the past year
1 1.7%
Other
13. Is the rental property using any of the following
techniques to minimize tenant turnover at the rental
property?

Rent concessions or reductions
Increasing the level of maintenance
Redecorating or upgrading rental units
Making other improvements to the property
Improving services to tenants
None of the above
Other

Total
Count
5
6
11
16
8
21
14

14. If the rental property does not accept Section 8 vouchers, why not?
Total
Count
3
Concern about ability to collect rent from the Section 8 vouchers
9
Concern about potential problems with Section 8 tenants
9
Too many regulations connected to the Section 8 program
6
Too much paperwork and time required to participate in the Sectio
12
Rents for units at the property are too high to participate in the Sec
3
Objection to government involvement in rental subsidies
14
Not applicable, the property accepts Section 8 vouchers
18
Other

%
8.6%
10.3%
19.0%
27.6%
13.8%
36.2%
24.1%

%
5.2%
15.5%
15.5%
10.3%
20.7%
5.2%
24.1%
31%

15. Please share any additional thoughts about the rental
housing market in Marin County:

Answered
Skipped
Total

Total
%
Count
34 58.6%
24 41.4%
58 100%
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Attachment 5
Open Comments from the 2015 Rental Housing Survey for Property Owners/Managers
Please share any additional thoughts about the rental housing market in Marin County:
Dave Coury inside Corte Madera (on forum) March 19, 2015, 1:59 PM
Housing is difficult in the Bay Area and it is an emergency in Marin. The County should consider rent control
and devote massive resources ($15 million annually...similar to open space... subsidizing housing for it's
workers and for people with disabilities and others in the protected classes.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 19, 2015, 2:23 PM
The rental housing market in Marin County is in serious need of affordable housing to allow for those who
provide services to the community to also live near their work, and for seniors in the community to be able to
stay there or be near their family.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 20, 2015, 4:21 PM
Tenants stay for long periods. One is 6 years and the other is 17 years. We keep rents low and raise the rent to
recoup increases in expenses. Maintenance costs typically increase about 20% a year. For example, a roof
that costs $1000 this year is going to cost $1200 next year. Insurance costs have the same increases. Property
taxes always increase.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 20, 2015, 8:53 PM
ease up on second unit/granny unit requirements and red tape. Offer a reduction in fees to convert more
property to second units.
Scott Drotman inside Unincorporated Marin County (unverified) March 20, 2015, 9:16 PM
Rental housing is tight. We are keeping rents low and due to that we are deferring maintenance. Increased
regulations are requiring us to raise rents.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 21, 2015, 5:40 PM
County should consider changing zoning to convert large single family for condo, multifamily , house sharing,
co housing, and other solutions to elderly and senior housing.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) March 27, 2015, 7:02 PM
There needs to be more rental units available.
Name not shown inside Fairfax (on forum) March 30, 2015, 1:36 PM
Wish we could legalize inlaw units.
Linda Rames inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) March 30, 2015, 4:43 PM
In my opinion the rental market in Marin is very healthy unlike the debacle in SF. Except for rent controlled
properties in SF, the rents in Marin are more reasonable and will continue to be so unless there is a misguided
attempt to institute rent control. As former rental property owners in SF, we left the city when the rent
control became too onerous to deal with in a reasonable manner. If there is any idea of trying this is in Marin,
think again. It is a disaster and totally unfair, benefitting only long time tenants who remain in the rental.
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Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 3:51 PM
We need more rental units. I think there are areas where 2nd units could be built or converted quite easily if
the planning was allowed. I do not think rent control is the answer.
Name not available (unclaimed) March 31, 2015, 6:04 PM
Affordable buildings changing hands should be bought and held for affordable housing.
David Brown inside Mill Valley (on forum) March 31, 2015, 7:02 PM
I own a legal, non‐conforming unit. I would like to be able to make it legal conforming so there is no cloud over
it. As of now I think that is not possible.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 10:20 AM
The only way we can afford our place is to rent out the other half. Otherwise, we couldn't afford to live here.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 2, 2015, 10:11 PM
Marin Rental Market is strong ‐ Rental Control would be a problem‐ ‐ We get a lot of people coming over to
Marin from San Francisco with young families. We don't have enough housing for sure
Name not shown outside Marin County (on forum) April 3, 2015, 10:31 AM
If you want to destroy the quality and quantity of rental housing in Marin then institute rent control. To
encourage construction of affordable housing (whatever that is), do it through incentives to developers (eg.
property tax abatements) and streamlined approval processes.
Bolinas Community Land Trust inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 3, 2015, 10:47 AM
We gladly accept Section 8 vouchers and see a real need, especially among our senior population, to increase
voucher availability.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 3, 2015, 9:22 PM
too many greedy people
Name not available (unclaimed) April 4, 2015, 8:47 AM
It is unfortunate that our rental market commands such a high rent but our living expenses also are high. My
rentals are my lively hood.
Name not shown outside Marin County (on forum) April 4, 2015, 2:48 PM
The rental market in Marin is beginning to look like SF as tech workers are driving the property values up at an
alarming rate.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 6, 2015, 4:33 PM
The San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Association is dedicated to increasing the availability of rental
housing for low income individuals and families.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 6, 2015, 6:08 PM
I offer an affordable rental unit under my home. I'm appalled at the rent increases that are taking place in the
past year
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Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 7, 2015, 5:18 PM
There is a critical shortage of affordable rentals in Marin County. The County should do whatever is possible,
including changing regulations about mixed use, second units, zoning and alternative waste management to
address this very serious situation.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 12:26 PM
none
Name not available (unclaimed) April 8, 2015, 4:56 PM
we don't raise the rent of a good tenant in an effort not to lose such a person. Raising rent and losing a good
tenant results in a vacancy that last months plus the expense of redoing the unit ‐‐paint, carpet, etc. It's not
wise for a pittance.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 9, 2015, 3:44 PM
I am concerned my rent is too low. The unit always rents the same day listed. This causes great distress for
applicants and is very stressful to deal with all the disappointment. I am planning a 10% increase in June and
my property manager still says that will leave me a minimum of $200 monthly below what it should go for, and
only for a single person at that rate. I have a mother and child and comparable rent is $465.00 higher per
month. I feel a good tenant should pay less but I also fear I am cheating our family out of income we have
earned by investing in building a very large in‐law apt.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 10, 2015, 11:31 AM
Unfair allocation of sewer charges to multi‐unit buildings contributes to the increase in rents.
Name not available (unclaimed) April 12, 2015, 3:08 PM
I believe that high rents in San Francisco have driven the demand up here in Marin. Many people live in Marin
with cheaper rents and commute into SF.
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) April 13, 2015, 5:14 PM
My first interest is having a tenant who will take care of the property. I would rather not give rent increases in
order to keep a compatible tenant on the property. In my case, the tenant was known to me and had worked
for me in the past prior to living in the unit.
Mike Rotch inside Mill Valley (on forum) April 22, 2015, 4:47 PM
I am the embodiment of capitalism.
I am Manifest Destiny @ the end of the road. I am the Nina, the Pinta, The Santa Maria. Greed is Good!
Name not available (unclaimed) May 7, 2015, 5:02 PM
we need many more low income rentals
Name not shown inside Unincorporated Marin County (on forum) May 13, 2015, 12:41 PM
Need more, esp. Affordable workforce housing. Also, ability to rent infill housing should be made easy.
Name not available (unclaimed) May 15, 2015, 8:11 AM
Property owners jack up the rent to whatever amount they feel! As, much as $500 increase! With no added
amenities just a good old lease renewal!
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Name not available (unclaimed) May 16, 2015, 11:36 AM
I am opposed to the State, through ABAG, mandating the building of housing. When the market will support
more housing the developers will build. It is not for the state to force us to build more housing and then have
us subsidize it.
Name not shown inside San Rafael (on forum) May 16, 2015, 7:12 PM
Balance between quality housing and fair price is hard to ascertain. Not everyone who wishes to can live here.
Infrastructure cannot support many more
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