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Messiah Messenger 
             April 2022 

 

 

Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  

through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the more fun parts about being the pastor here at Messiah is the view out my office window. A 

few times a week I get to watch as the preschool children head out to recess. One day it dawned upon 

me that the image of children running out to the playground is a perfect picture of what the resurrection 

will be like.  

 Sprung from the confines of the classroom, voices are raised, feet pound, legs run, and the 

breath of life fills the lungs of these little ones. Recess, for the child, brings nothing less than exultant 

joy. That’s a fun thought. To quote one of my favorite characters (Long John Silver), from one of my 

favorite books (Treasure Island), “It’s a pleasant thing to be young, and have ten toes, and you may lay 

to that.” Most people who have a lot of miles on the odometer can relate to the vicarious satisfaction of 

watching a child play and run and jump and roll and generally do things that would cause us older and 

rounder folks a great deal of pain and soreness the next day. And so, the soul groans, knowing that 

those days are gone.  

 However, our Lord teaches us that those days are not necessarily over, for there will be a 

resurrection. God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. What this means is that eternal life will 

not be a realm filled with bodiless souls, nor will it be a place where believers grow wings and become 

angels. Instead, the faithful in heaven will have legs that run, lips that sing, and lungs which breathe. 

These won’t be just any old legs, lips, and lungs though, but it will be the imperishable version of our 

current bodies: a resurrected body. God is not only going to reset the odometer on these bodies of ours, 

but He will restore them their vintage state, a state in which we, being conceived in sin, have never yet 

existed. Cartlidge will return, spinal discs won’t be stacked one on top of another, torn ligaments will be 

renewed, and mental faculties will be restored. Not only that, but tongues will be loosed to sing the 

praises of the Lamb and ears will be opened to hear His eternal Gospel.  

 Therefore, this month as we dwell upon the resurrection of Jesus, let us look forward to our own 

resurrection, which will be like His. Let’s look forward to being sprung from our tombs and running and 

singing and breathing the breath of life anew. When we see youth and vigor and life, rather than 

lamenting age and its toll on our bodies we can set our hopes on our future resurrection in which all the 

affects of age will be reversed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Twietmeyer 

Rev. Andrew Twietmeyer, Pastor   pastor.twietmeyer@messiahgr.org 

Rick Krueger, Parish Assistant   rick.krueger@messiahgr.org 

Vonda Smestad, Preschool Director   smestadv@messiahgr.org 

                           , Office Manager office@messiahgr.org or 

        



2 

 

Messiah Updates for April 
 

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE gifts to Messiah in memory of Elaine Jingles from Mike & Pat Mull, 

Mary Groggel, Bill & Barb Brinkman, Mel & Sherry Troutwine, Bob Ringel, Marian Meehleder, Rev.& 

Shirley Hoese, Rick & Deb Krueger, Max & Barb Conner, Marcie Merkle, Joann Hilton, Ann Beuschel, 

Mary Ann Snell and Richard & Ann Tank. 

 

LENT AND HOLY WEEK WORSHIP: Our midweek Lenten services continue through Wednesday, April 

6th.  Services are held at 11 am and 7 pm; the 7 pm service will also be livestreamed at 

www.youtube.com/messiahgr and www.vimeo.com/messiahgr, as well as on our website and Facebook 

page.  We’ll conclude our focus on the six chief parts of the Christian faith as explained in Martin 

Luther’s Small Catechism: 

 Wednesday, March 30th – Confession and Absolution (John 13:36-38) 

 Wednesday, April 6th – The Lord’s Supper (John 17:1-26) 

Then comes Holy Week, the climax of this season, when we especially ponder Jesus’ suffering, death and 

resurrection: 

 Palm Sunday/The Sunday of the Passion, April 10th, 8:30 & 11:00 am – Divine Service with the 

Procession of Palms, the Passion History and Holy Communion. 

 Holy Thursday, April 14th, 7:00 pm – Divine Service with Holy Communion and the Stripping of 

the Altar. 

 Good Friday, April 15th – Chief Service at 11:00 am (note the time change from previous years); 

Service of Darkness (Tenebrae Vespers) at 7:00 pm. 

 Easter Sunday, April 17th, 7:30 and 10:30 am – Divine Service (note the time change) 

 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy 

Spirit, might richly bless the rest of this Lententide for us, so that we may come to Easter with glad 

hearts, and keep the feast of our resurrected Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE:  weekly Sunday School classes for Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 8 

children continue on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am.  Children and teachers meet in the south downstairs 

classroom.  This month, students will conclude their focus on the topic God Redeems His People with the 

following lessons: 

 A Life Restored —Jairus’ Daughter (April 3) 

 The Fish-And-Bread Sign—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand (April 10) 

 A Hearing Aide —Jesus Heals a Deaf Man (April 24) 

 (Please note that Sunday School will not meet on Easter Sunday, April 17th.) 

 

SUNDAY ALTAR FLOWERS:  As a response to the increase in the price of flowers that are provided for 

the services, we are happy to report that we will now get our flowers from a very local florist called The 

Tilted Tulip which is in the strip mall on Plainfield just south of Plainfield and Five Mile.  The cost 

delivered will be $20.00.  We have used Eastern Floral for many years and they have been wonderful 

but we want to keep the cost to members stable.  By the way, this little flower shop is darling!  Stop by 

when you are looking for a gift for someone. The Flower Chart is located across from the kitchen.  You 

can sign up to provide Sunday's flowers and take them home with you after the late service. 
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Messiah Updates for April, continued: 

 
THE TRUSTEES are in need of more people willing to use the church's lawnmower to mow our grass.  

There are several others already doing it so you won't be mowing too many times.  Training will be  

provided.  Please consider this important service.  Contact Pete Garchow if you have questions or want 

to volunteer.  Thank you for considering this. 

 

OUTDOOR FAMILY EASTER EGG HUNT: We’re inviting families from our church, 

preschool and community to hear the Easter story and hunt Easter eggs on 

Saturday, April 16th at 10 am!  Families will be able to RSVP for the Egg Hunt 

online; look for more information on registration coming soon.  

Messiah's Board of Outreach needs volunteers to: welcome and register families; 

scatter eggs & cheer on the egg hunters; hand out goodie bags after the Hunt; 

and set up before & clean up after the event. Please sign up to help on the 

Welcome Center or in Bible Class, or by contacting Rick Krueger directly by Sunday, April 10th.  Thanks in 

advance for your help and consideration! 

 

SPRING CLEAN UP DAY: Spring is here and that means the Trustee's Messiah SPRING CLEAN UP DAY 

can't be far off.  PLEASE mark your calendar for Saturday, April 23rd, 8am- 12pm.  Covid has affected our 

last two years clean up so now we need to accomplish a lot.  There is literally something for everyone - 

even handling breakfast duties for the volunteers!  We work indoors and outdoors, weather 

permitting.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center soon but don't let that stop you from 

just showing up April 23rd and stay as long as you wish.  Questions?  Ask Carol Mushong.  You could 

arrange a project for a more convenient time too.  We hope to see you there.  

 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT! - Friday, April 22nd, 6- 8:30 pm. here at church. Bring your favorite games and a 

snack to share. This is always a favorite Messiah fellowship event and a great opportunity to bring your 

friends! Ask any LIFT member for more details. 

 

LIFT MEETING (Lutherans In Fellowship Together) - Sunday, April 3rd after late service.  All are 

welcome! We will be planning upcoming fellowship and service projects.  We’d love your ideas! 

 

LAWN MOWING: The TRUSTEES are in need of more people willing to use the church's lawnmower to 

mow our grass.  There are several others already doing it so you won't be mowing too many 

times.  Training will be provided.  Please consider this important service.  Contact Pete Garchow if you 

have questions or want to volunteer.  Thank you for considering this.  

 

PRESCHOOL YARD SIGNS – Spring is finally here…and that means the Preschool yard signs are ready to 

be proudly displayed in YOUR yard.   We are actively enrolling for the Fall and your partnership is so 

appreciated.  The signs and sign-out form are at the welcome center, ready for your use.  Thank you for 

helping promote our program! 

 

RAINFOREST EXPLORERS - VBS 2022 Jesus Leads the Way 

To make it through this unknown world safely, kids need a guide who can keep them on the right path. 

At Messiah's "Rainforest Explorers VBS" kids will learn how Jesus is our ultimate guide in the rainforest 

of life and throughout our lives. We might feel lost at times, but Jesus will show us the way. He'll never 

leave us. 
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Messiah Updates for April, continued: 
 

    VBS is June 13 - 17, 2022 from 9 - 11:45 a.m.  

    Volunteers needed are: 

        ~1 Leader for the Pre-K class 

        ~Several class helpers to assist each class leader 

        ~Craft helpers - 2 or 3 

        ~Games helpers - 2 or 3 

        ~TEEN HELPERS! Kids love to see teen faces at VBS! Teen "greeters" will greet and escort children to 

          their class each day for opening & help in other areas like games or crafts - however they'd choose. 

        ~Snack helpers to set up for and serve frozen treats after Friday's closing presentation or on some 

          days in the kitchen. 

        ~People with "muscles" to help set up & take down tables and chairs before and after VBS, and also 

          help move tables for the frozen treat reception after Friday's closing  program 

        ~Registration workers to enroll students on Monday and Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. 

        ~Greeters to welcome & direct students arriving each day 

        ~Volunteers to serve frozen treats after Friday's closing program 

        ~Technology helpers to produce VBS fliers & schedules and run tech equipment at daily openings 

          and closings 

        ~Photographer(s) to take pictures & put together slides for Friday's closing program 

        ~Sign painters/setters to advertise VBS to people passing by Messiah 

        ***Volunteers may sign up at the Information Desk or call Deb Krueger 616-361-8626 or Linda Blain 

               616-288-5594, our 2022 VBS Directors. 

A VBS Staff Training Day for all leaders, helpers, craft, game, music leaders, and storyteller is set for 

Saturday, May 7th, 9 - 11:45 a.m. in the north classroom. 

 

    To register your child(ren) or grandchildren online: 

    1. Go to: https://vbsmate.com/messiahgr2022 

    2. Click on "Students" tab at top of screen. 

    3. Then click the blue "Add student" box. 

    4. Enter the personal information required to enroll your child. 

 

 

From the Parish Assistant 

 

WORSHIP IN APRIL:  Information on our Lenten and Holy Week services is available elsewhere in this 

newsletter!   On April 3rd, 10th and 24th, our regular Sunday schedule will continue as follows: 

 Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am.  The 11:00 am service will be livestreamed at: 

o www.youtube.com/messiahgr 

o www.vimeo.com/messiahgr  

o Our website www.messiahgr.org 

o Our Facebook page www.facebook.com/messiahgr. 

 Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:45 am.   

For the remainder of Lent we continue to pray Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book at 

communion services; the Hymn of Praise and the Alleluia are omitted from these services, storing up our 

joy for Easter Sunday and beyond! On that day (Easter Sunday, April 17th), we’ll switch over to Divine  
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From the Parish Assistant, continued: 
 

Service, Setting Three for the 50 days we celebrated Christ’s resurrection!  The services of Matins and 

Prayer & Preaching will be prayed on non-communion Sundays.  

 

As always, we pray that your hearing of God’s Word and partaking of the Lord’s Supper at Messiah will 

strengthen your faith, empowering you to share Christ’s love with the people in your life! 

 
 

CHOIR CORNER:  Senior Choir continues its weekly rehearsals during April, preparing anthems for Lent, 

Holy Week, Easter Sunday and beyond.  The practice schedule will be as follows: 

 One hour practices after Lenten midweek services on Wednesday, March 30th and Wednesday, 

April 6th. 

 A 90-minute practice on Wednesday, April 13th at 7 pm. 

 No practice the week after Easter (Wednesday, April 20th). 

 The return to our regular practice schedule (75 minutes long) on Wednesday, April 27th at 7 pm.  

Senior Choir will continue through May, concluding its spring season on Sunday, June 5th (the 

Day of Pentecost). 

 

If participating in Senior Choir interests you, please contact Rick Krueger for more details, including a 

schedule of upcoming anthems.  

 

 

Women’s Ministry 
 

PALM CROSSES SATURDAY April 9th at 1:15PM 

Making palm crosses for Palm Sunday is a fun fellowship activity for all women of the 

congregation especially moms and daughters.  No skill is required.  We can teach you.  Please 

join us for about an hour in the south upstairs classroom. 

 

LWML SPRING RALLY, Saturday, April 9th, St. Peter’s Rockford, 9:30 am-12:30 pm. All ladies are 

welcome! Breakfast and lunch are included. Cost is $10. Pastor Dave Reed will speak about Orphan 

Grain Train. Ingathering items are being received: Items needed are blankets, new children and adult 

socks and underwear. Place items on the table by the mailboxes. Signup at the Welcome Center. 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 14th: The Altar Guild invites you to help us remember that Jesus gave up 

everything for us by removing everything from the Chancel at the end of the Maundy Thursday evening 

service.  Anyone who wishes to participate is invited to do so.  There is a sign-up sheet on the Welcome 

Center and you can specify if you want to carry only a light item.  Practice will be at 6:15pm before the 

service.  

 

SANDY’S TRADITION:  Our next luncheon will be Thursday, April 21st at 11:30 am, at I-Hop, on the East 

Beltline.  Contact Judy Gerke at (616) 363-8412 so reservations can be made.  Hope to see you there! 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CAMP CONCORDIA 

Every year Messiah Parish Guild gives $400 to young people ages 1st – 12th grade who attend Camp 

Concordia.  This camp is situated on a lake where you can enjoy all kinds of water games and sports.   
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Women’s Ministry, continued: 
 

They also offer crafts, archery, and horseback riding.  See www.campconcordia.org for more information 

and to register but don’t wait too long since some weeks this summer are already filled.  Call Barb 

Brinkman for scholarship information 616-866-0093. 

 

PRAYER PALS Sunday May 1st at 6 PM 

Prayer Pals meets twice a year for fellowship and to draw the name of a person for whom 

you pray.  The card you draw lists a person’s prayer concerns, birthday, hobbies, and 

favorite colors. You don’t reveal yourself to your prayer pal because it is a secret.  After 

six months we gather to find out who our prayer pal is and exchange a small token of our appreciation.  

It is great to hear how prayers are answered and how hearts are comforted and encouraged. Please join 

us by signing up on the prayer pal table or call Debbie Krueger 616-406-6126.   If you cannot attend on 

May 1st but want to participate you can fill out a card and put it in Debbie’s church mailbox. 

 

DIAPER DRIVE to benefit the Pregnancy Resource center of Grand Rapids. We will receive diapers of any 

size from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day, May 8th-June 19th. Watch for more information and gathering 

location coming soon! 

 

 

GUILD GLEANINGS: 

 

> Selected recipients for our annual tithing of Guild earnings:  $100 each to Missionary Steven Mahlburg,  

   LCMS World Relief, and Lutheran Heritage Foundation; $50 each to Lutherans for Life and West 

   Michigan Lutheran High School.  

> March 27th - cake reception for Sandy Goodlander's retirement  

> April 9th - LWML Spring Rally - St. Peter's, Rockford, speaker Pastor Dave Reed, ingathering for Orphan 

   Grain Train, see details on display in Sanctuary Foyer.  Registration $10, includes continental breakfast 

   and lunch. This is a morning event (9:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.) in time for those who would like to make 

   palm crosses at 1:15 p.m. at Messiah!  

> May 15th - Confirmation reception for Nicholas Mannor, Jack Reickard, Lily Slagter and  

   Connor Vander tuig.  

> May 8th (Mother's Day) - June 19 (Father's Day) - Diaper Drive at Messiah  

> May 26th - Ascension Day joint service with St. Peter's, Rockford, at Messiah.  Dinner will be provided 

   by Parish Guild and choir members.  

> Discussed new floral supplier, THE TILTED TULIP, on Plainfield for altar flowers including delivery for 

   $20.  

> Set date for Christmas Bazaar, Saturday, December 3rd.  

 

 

Other 
 

"A DAY WITH ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN" 

Mission minded women of Messiah are invited and encouraged to attend the LWML Rapid Waters Zone 

Rally, "A Day with Orphan Grain Train," Saturday, April 9, 2022 from 9:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. at St. Peters 

Lutheran Church, 310 E. Division in Rockford. Cost for the day, $10, which includes continental breakfast 

and lunch, with generous servings of devotions and fellowship. RSVP to Linda Blain at  
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Other, continued: 
 

blainlm@yahoo.com or at 616-288-5594 or sign up at the Information desk on or before Friday, April 

1st. 

The Bible verse theme for the day is 1 John 3:18, "Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue 

but with actions and in truth." How timely that God led us, at January's planning meeting, to invite  

Pastor Dave Reed, Michigan Orphan Grain Train branch manager, to be our speaker and to choose to 

have an ingathering of blankets, quilts, new underwear and socks for OGT( Orphan Grain Train). Pastor 

Reed will inform us how OGT enables God's people to share personal and material resources with 

others, especially millions of recent Ukrainian refugees. 

Messiah's generous ingathering of blankets, quilts, socks, and new underwear, along with those from 

other zone churches, will be given to Pastor Reed to take back to the OGT warehouse in Sebewaing, MI. 

Thank you and thanks to Thrivent  for an Action Grant so additional items could be purchased for this 

need. Come join us, please! 

 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH NEW PASTOR INSTALLATION: “Hope Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids, would 

like to invite congregation members to the Installation of their new Pastor, Rev. Christopher Nuttelman.  

The installation service will be held on April 10th (Palm Sunday) at 4:00 p.m.  Hope is located at 100 

Packard Ave. SE Grand Rapids.” 

 

BACH IN GRAND RAPIDS:   The Grand Rapids Symphony’s biannual 

Bach Festival returns this April!  As part of the festivities, the Symphony 

and Chorus will present Johann Sebastian Bach’s Mass in B Minor on 

Sunday, April 24th at 4:30 pm in DeVos Performance Hall.  Rick Krueger 

and other members of local LCMS churches are part of the Symphony 

Chorus; the concert will be conducted by Milwaukee Symphony 

director Ken-David Masur. 

 

The Mass in B Minor is Bach’s only setting of the full Divine Service – the Bible passages and songs of 

praise that we join in whenever we celebrate Holy Communion.    As in all his sacred vocal works, Bach 

finds numerous ways to communicate his Lutheran faith and reinforce the message of the text through 

the music.  Never performed in Bach’s lifetime, this monumental work is one of the towering 

achievements of Western culture – an expansive setting that breaks down barriers of time, style and 

language.  (Previous performances of the B Minor Mass in Grand Rapids have included a memorable 

version by a Japanese ensemble!) 

 

Visit grsymphony.org/bachfest to learn more about the Mass in B Minor and other Bach Festival events.  

The best way to order tickets is by calling the Symphony office at 616-454-9451 extension 4. 

 

PROVEN. DEDICATED. FOCUSED. 

Church Extension Fund has proven investment products with measurable results. Since 1901, through 

dedicated Christian financial management, CEF is focused on funding the needs of Michigan District 

congregations. For more information, contact Church Extension Fund at 1-800-242-3944.  

 
 (The information provided here is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy CEF securities. The offering of CEF 

securities is made solely by our Offering Circular. CEF will offer and sell our securities only in states where authorized. The 

securities are subject to certain risk factors as described in our Offering Circular. CEF investments are not insured by the FDIC, 

SIPC, or any other governmental agency.) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 

 Those with immediate prayer concerns: (Dody Reinke, Marijo Pataniczek), 

Joan Kirchhoff, mother of Paul Kirchhoff; Mike Buckley, brother-in-law of 

Sandy & Larry Goodlander; Iris Rymers, mother of Sue VanEtten, daughter-in-law of Bill & Rita 

VanEtten; David Brock, friend of Sandy & Larry Goodlander; Rev. Ryan Beffre, Epiphany 

Lutheran Church in Dorr; Rev. Anthony (Tony) Sikora; Jim Heidenga, friend of Max and Barb 

Conner and Larry Wilson, brother of Dick Wilson. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: (Bernie & Eileen Ottenjan, Glen Ottenjan, Mike Mull, 

MaryAnn Snell, Doris Kayser, Claudia London and Kathy Mueller); Steve Tillotson, son of Norda 

Tillotson; Sharry Milner, daughter in-law of Shirley Lang; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt 

VanEtten. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke and Nicholas Jackson, 

grandson of Sharon Fahling. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih and Pastor Mahlburg. 
 All who have suffered physically, emotionally, financially, mentally and spiritually during the 

worldwide outbreak of coronavirus, including all those currently ill with COVID-19 and all health 

care providers who treat them. 

 All those in authority, especially Joseph our president, Gretchen our governor, and all those who 

make, administer and judge our laws. 

 Peace in our world, our nation and our community. 

 

 

“Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30-minute worship service with no commercials or 

repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special taping done just for 

the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday mornings at 11:30 am on 

Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 24), Dish Network (channel 54) 

and DirecTV (channel 377).  Services 

 

April 3, 2022 – The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

“Cornerstone of Salvation” - Sermon Text: Luke 20:17b - Rev. Shayne Jonker 

April 10, 2022 – Sunday of the Passion  

“A Troubled Soul” - Sermon Text: John 12:20-43 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 

April 17, 2022 – Easter Sunday 

“Created New from Empty” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 65:17-25 - Rev. William Mueller 

April 24, 2022 – Second Sunday of Easter 

“Jesus Enters Locked Doors” - Sermon Text: John 20:19, 36 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
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SERVING YOU 

Staff: 

Rev. Andrew Twietmeyer, Pastor    

Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 

Doris Kayser, Deaconess 

                                  , Office Manager 

Tammy Ahrens, Office Assistant 

Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 
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