Sermon Series: A Certain Savior
Sermon Title: A Promise Kept
Luke 1:26-56
Luke 1:3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.
What does Luke want us to be more certain about after reading this report than we were before?
• Be certain about the Son’s majesty: the coming king has a heavenly Father.
• Be certain about the Son’s ministry: the coming king has a global mission.
1. Be Certain about the Son’s Identity: a Royal Savior from Heaven.
Luke 1:26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this
might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son…
Gabriel focuses on the majesty of Mary’s son.
Majesty: starting with the name: Jesus = “YHWH saves”
Majesty: standing on a royal promise
Luke 1:32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.
1 Chr. 17:13 “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from him
who was before you, 14 but I will confirm him in my house and in my kingdom forever, and his throne shall be established forever.’”
Everyone has a savior.
Luke wants us to have certainty in choosing the right savior.
A biological question and a theological answer.
Gabriel answers Mary’s HOW question with a WHO answer. “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.”
• The Holy Spirit will come upon you.
Gen. 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
• The power of the most high will overshadow you.
Ex. 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the
tabernacle.
2. Be certain about the Son’s ministry: the coming king with a global mission.
Luke 1:36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was
called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” Heaven wants Mary to have certainty - 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am
the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
Mary hurries to find certainty
Luke 1:39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”
Luke 1:46 And Mary said,

47
48
49

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

Mary shifts focus quickly away from herself and back to God and what this Son means for the world.
Luke 1:50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
Luke 1:51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
The Lord’s strong arm is his fighting arm: Isaiah 51:9, “Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in days of old,
the generations of long ago. Was it not you who cut Rahab in pieces, who pierced the dragon?
Rahab = Egypt. God by his strong arm delivered his people from slavery.
The Lord goes to war against pride, poverty, deprivation, exploitation.
Luke 1:51
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He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

The Lord’s strong arm appears to save because he keeps his ancient promise to Abraham.
Luke 1: 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his
offspring forever.”
Luke 19:1He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax
collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small
in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5 And when
Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So
he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a
man who is a sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I
have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he
also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

