
Speech & Debate
A MEANINGFUL EXTRACURRICULUAR. 
University admissions is about more than just test scores 
and grades. Colleges take a holistic approach to evaluating 
applications, carefully considering students’ extracurricular 
activities and interests. 

Speech & Debate offers students the opportunity to fulfill 
the extracurricular portion of their applications with a 
meaningful activity that colleges genuinely value.

Students involved in Speech & Debate develop  
highly sought-after skills, including:

• Strong Leadership •
• Effective Communication •

• Logical Reasoning •
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Colleges across the United States recognize the value 
of Speech & Debate and want these students on their 
campuses!

Many schools—including Ivy League universities—seek to 
award debate scholarships to students who would add 
value to their highly competitive debate teams. 

Participating in Speech & Debate is an effective and  
compelling way to stand out from large pools of applicants!



Our Goal in Competitions 
Speech & Debate is an academic sport that students across the entire country participate and 
compete in. Elite Prep Speech & Debate students will have the opportunity to gain firsthand 
experience in public speaking as they compete in prestigious state tournaments throughout 
the year. In preparation for these events, the students will be equipped with the communication 
skills needed to succeed.

Our Mission for Research 
Elite Prep Speech & Debate students are assigned new topics on a bi-monthly basis and are 
required to use university-level reading materials to support their arguments. They are taught 
the proper way to structure arguments and how to articulate their point of view in convincing 
and meaningful ways. These are skills that will support students throughout high school, college, 
and their future careers.

Our Vision of Leadership
Elite Prep is a member of the National Speech & Debate Association, a highly respected debate 
league. We strive to help our students achieve “Academic All American” status, which recognizes 
high school students who have earned the degree of Superior Distinction within the league, 
demonstrated outstanding character and leadership, and earned a GPA of 3.7 or higher.

ELITE PREP SPEECH & DEBATE

Joe Cobarrubio
Head Coach • Elite Prep Speech & Debate Coordinator

Joe is a UC Irvine graduate who debated for three years at the university level, 
competing in over 40 state and national tournaments. He placed 4th in Lincoln 
Douglas Debate in California and 10th in National Parliamentary Debate. He 
has coached for more than 10 years, leading many middle school and high 
school students to achieve both state and national rankings. Former students 
have been accepted to Harvard, Stanford, UC Berkeley, and UCLA.
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Elite Prep is a proud member of the 
National Speech & Debate Association


