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Welcome to SpinningTop’s annual report for 2016/17. This is a chance for us to 
document some of the highlights of the year, what we did and how we paid for it.  

As ever, we are indebted to our regular donors and anyone who supports us 
through attending a fundraising event, volunteering their time or buying a product.

 Thank you.

Annual Report
2016/17



Key Projects
TMK - Thoo Mweh Khee Migrant Learning Centre, Phopra
TMK is a project SpinningTop has supported for ten years, run by the charismatic Pastor 
Peacefully in Karen State. It began with around 50 students and has now grown to a role of 
around 600.

Many of the students are now progressing to tertiary studies with TMK hoping to start their 
own accredited university. They are taking volunteers with tertiary qualifications from Western 
Universities who receive food and board in return for teaching. Pastor Peacefully has also 
become something of an environmentalist. All their food is organic and they are looking at 
expanding production.

TMK has three other schools in Karen State under its umbrella.

SpinningTop’s focus for the year was continuing to provide aid to 
migrant and refugee children in Burma and on the border with Thailand. 

Education: This year, we funded Kindergarten and 
Years 1-10. They are continuing to work towards 
the establishment of a University. There are 56 kids 
graduating this year. They are starting to see ex pupils 
return to their villages to help run the local schools.

Agriculture Project: The agriculture project is in amazing 
shape. They are not only growing food at the school, they 
have extended across the road and continue to expand at 
‘the Farm’ in Karen state. This is providing a major source 
of food for the dormitory. They are looking at adding fruit 
trees at the farm with the potential to sell some crops.  
Their main crops are long bean, morning glory, sweet 
potato. Okra, Roselle and taro. At the Farm, they have 
also planted tomatoes, avocados, lettuce, cabbages and 
are looking at Lemon and other trees with a view to sell 
the crops.

They are also starting a “Duck Farm’. This is a potential 
income generation project to grow and sell Duck eggs. It 
has 50 Ducks so far.



OO HUE HTA – Run by ex TMK star student Kunu

HTEE THER LEH - Run by 
Village Leader, Pastor and 
Principal Moe Moe Eh.  
A large school - their roll is 270 
pupils and increasing.
The area surrounding the village 
has become quite unstable. In 
previous years it has been quite 
easy to travel around the region. 
This was not the case this year. 
The instability in the region makes 
it imperative that we continue to 
support the amazing work of Moe 
Moe Eh.

TMK UMBRELLA SCHOOLS
TMK has three (primary) schools which they oversee in the Karen State. 
They are Htee Ther Leh, Kwer Le Shue and Oo Hue Hta. 

KWER LER SHUE – An isolated village in the Karen jungle
Paying the Teachers again ensures stability. They also act as important leaders in 
the Community. They are looking at massive expansion of their agriculture project in 
conjunction with Peacefully.

Annie has written a fabulous piece on 15yr-old Mudaby 
(left)  for One Percent Collective supporters. Read it here: 
SIX HOURS TO SCHOOL onepercentcollective.org/
stories/six-hours-to-school

Our contribution of teachers salaries has been an 
immense benefit as it provided stability with staffing.



STAY IN SCHOOLS – Myawaddy Burma. Run by Nyein Nyein  
Stay in Schools focus on providing an education to working children. They are active in 
anti-human and drug trafficking work. This is a very serious issue for Burma. With the 
completion of the World Ed’s project for Local Empowerment (PLE) finishing in July and 
the uncertain future of World Ed on the border Stay in Schools are rightly concerned about 
their future funding.

KICK START ART  
A mobile Art Therapy 
programme that works 
along the Thai/Burma 
border.

SAW – Social Action 
for Woman, Mae Sot

New SAW classroom

School agriculture project Is 
in incredible shape. Their rice 
production has allowed them 
to sell to the school’s families. 
This has two positives the 
families can buy at a cheaper 
rate and this provides revenue 
for the school.

An education Centre in 
Mae Sot that also has a 
safe house for Woman, a 
dormitory and runs several 
education programmes 
including anti trafficking.

Education: We contributed to school 
operation costs. 

Pure Future Programme: They 
consider this a very important part of 
the curriculum for traumatised children.

SAW’S director Daw Aye Mar received a 
Thai Royal Family humanity award for helping 
vulnerable woman on the border for 16 years. 
She is the only non-Thai citizen to receive it.



Wide Horizons
They work with young adults from Burma in community-based organizations 
(CBO) to develop their English language, computer and community development 
skills. The aim is that they will then be able to help their community.
Kitchen/Dining rebuild and new facilities for girls’ bathroom: The rebuild 
has made a huge difference to the lives of both the students and the teachers. 
However due to major funding being pulled from the border they are fearful for 
their future. At this point they have funding until the end of 2017. 
They are looking at whether they should move across the border.

Lwal Htwal - A remote village in the Shan state. 
The villagers here had been waiting for two years to get the 
funding for their nursery school. Through The Good Guys 
comedy Show, we were able to healp them realise that 
dream. School classroom, playground and water tank were 
all constructed.Huge success. They have sent a couple of 
teachers to SIS Myawaddy to train. Nyein makes regular 
visits to see how they are going.



Fundraising

One Percent Collective
A huge shout out to thosee supporters who choose to donate 1% of their 
income regularly to SpinningTop. This accounts for 10% of our yearly 
fundraising. Find out more at onepercentcollective.org 

Events
In 2016, we held two of The Good Guys comedy fundraiser shows. We 
had the support of the brilliant San Fran venue again in Wellington and The 
Tuning Fork in Vector Arena in Auckland. Special thanks to the amazing 
HELL Pizza for covering show expenses, as well as  our other sponsors and 
our generous comedians (pictured). Legends!

Where does the money come from?

Tickets $42 + booking fee from TicketMaster.co.nz 
For more info, please visit: SpinningTop.org/comedyshow

Michele A’Court, Jeremy Elwood, Ben Hurley, Urzila Carlson 
Nick Rado, Simon McKinney & Rhys Mathewson!

SUNDAY 11 SEPT • 7–9PM 
THE TUNING FORK, VECTOR ARENA

– Proudly Supported By –

All prof ts support vulnerable children in Thailand &
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Comedy Show2016!

Defender Bags
Another product we sell is this excellent range of bags made from 
recycled vinyl billboards from around Wellington. We cut and clean 
the vinyl and then have them professionally sewn locally. We are 
developing new products to include makeup bags, laptop satchels 
and a latest (very popluar) tote design. These are available via our 
website defenderbags.org as well as various retail outlets. 

Payroll givers
Several businesses and individuals provide 
invaluable support to SpinningTop through 
regular payroll giving. Thank you!

Sales - Products instore 
$35,643 was raised through product sales. The majority of our sales income 
is made possible through our alignment with The Body Shop NZ and their 
generous permission to position some of our products instore. We also have 
products available in their online store (thebodyshop.co.nz). 
SpinningTop products include fair trade purses, locally hand-made spinning 
tops and gift tags featuring images from the children and projects we support). 
We are also able to stock extra products around Mothers Day and Christmas. 
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Donations

Events

$105,801 was raised during 
2016/17. This was acheived 
through fundraising events, 
product sales, One Percent 
Collective supporters, 
employee payroll giving and 
general donations. 

On top of this, we received 
$64,000 from The Body Shop 
NZ to cover SpinningTop’s 
wage costs – allowing the income from our fundraising 
activities to go directly to the kids that need it the most. 

1

2



Financials

Once again, education projects dominated the budget this year, and for good reason. 
With many international donors continuing to pull out of Mae Sot (to focus their efforts 
inside a safer Burma or new conflict zones), a number of schools were suddenly left 
with children at the gate but no money to open the doors. Find out more about what 
this means here:  
FEARS ON THE BORDER - onepercentcollective.org/stories/fears-on-the-border

A total of $130,414 was spent on projects in 2016-17Project Spend
Education 81%

Nutrition 5%

Shelter 7%

Play 7%

In 2016/17, the fundraising and The Body Shop NZ corporate donation towards 
wages resulted in TOTAL INCOME to the charity of $169,801.

SpinningTop had OUTGOINGS of $239,795. We allocated $130,414 to projects.  
The remaining expenditure related to salaries (62% - covered by corporate 
donations made for that purpose), cost of sales and other expenses such as ACC, 
accounting, bank fees and travel. One trip is made annually to visit our partner 
projects, verify and monitor progress and prepare budgets for the following year. 

This resulted in an overall deficit of $37,284. This end of year position was intended 
as we work to direct reserves, built up after several years of surplus results, to 
projects. 

The Border is in transition phase. With the region now a special economic impact zone 
the rate of growth is incredible. The Asean Highway is well underway, shops and cafes 
continue to pop up. Mae Sot is now firmly on the ‘Backpacker Map’. This is positive 
as it means more jobs. The flip side is that after the initial optimism with the National 
League for Democracy taking power people are starting to get frustrated with the 
lack of change. Very few people are moving back to Burma. There have been several 
outbreaks of fighting and travelling around was not as easy as it has previously been. 
Common wisdom says far more people are leaving than returning.  
 
A massive concern is the future of World Ed due to looming cuts to US Aid. This will 
affect several of our projects including Stay in Schools. This is on top of many NGO’s 
pulling out of the area so it is definitely a case of survival of the fittest.

Update on The Environment on the Border



Annie Fischer has taken over the role of SpinningTop manager. 
Annie has a strong sense of social justice and brings particular 
skills around fundraising and marketing. 

The Team

 And to YOU, our amazing regular donors, payroll givers, random 
donation givers, good vibe and other forms of support givers – the 
world is now a bit more balanced because of your support. 

We couldn’t do it without you.

THANK YOU!

Paul has continued being on board with design and 
communications. While Ruth has taken on more of a role in 
the Defender Bags department, an area we feel has plenty 
of fundraising potential and opportunity. Watch this space for 
brand new products and styles made from these recycled 
vinyl billboards! (defenderbags.org)

We were sad to say goodbye to co-manager Rachelle in 
2016 as she set off on new work adventures. Always intent on 
making the office run smoother, fitting more into the day, and 
making sure your donations make an impact where it matters, 
we greatly appreciate her wonderful work for the kids. 


