
“Her absence is like the sky, spread over 
everything.”  
― C.S. Lewis 
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The photo series ‘Two Sisters' 
takes inspiration from the 
screenplay I am currently 
writing of the same name. 
The story follows two young 
runaways, on the road, 
struggling to cope with the 
recent death of their mother. 
For this shoot I took one of my 
actors out to Lancaster, CA,  
about two hours north of Los 
Angeles. I had always been 
interested in this location 
since researching the epic 

ending sequence to one of 
my favourite films ‘Seven’. The 
landscape is breathtaking, 
and very cinematic. I shot on 
an old Canon EOS 50 that I 
bought from a photographer 
friend for only 20 pounds 
back in England. The film I 
used was a mixture of Kodak 
Gold 100, Kodak Ektar and 
some expired film I bought in 
a flea market for really cheap. 
I’m from the North East of 
England where its always 

cold, and usually raining (but 
hey- it inspired Ridley Scott!).  
To get the chance to shoot in 
Lancaster was a dream, and I 
plan to go back soon to shoot 
more film. 

TWO SISTERS. 
  By James Alexander. Kodak 35mm, Lancaster, California. 



SYNOPSIS. 
Two sisters, struggling to cope with the recent death of their mother, decide to leave behind their 

broken home in search of a distant grandmother now living in a small desert town in California.  

After stealing a car from their abusive step father they find themselves forced to make 
a life changing decision when they discover something in the trunk which they were 

never meant to see. 



Pursued by their step-father and hot tempered son the two sisters weave in and out of 
California on a dangerous journey forcing them to confront the very nature of Loss, 

Grief and what it really means to be family.  

‘HALF OF ME IS GONE’



‘I’M NOT IN GOOD SHAPE, EVEN THE 
AIR FEELS LONELY’



‘WAYWARD SISTERS’ 



‘SORROW SEEPS THROUGH THE FLOOR, IT COVERS 
ME AS WATER COVERS THE SEA’ 



I have been lucky enough to travel across America a few time now but the thirst for more adventures 
on the road with my camera gets stronger everyday. I’m currently applying for a visa in order to live and 

work in Los Angeles. This has been my dream for some time now and I will not give up till I make it a 
reality. The time on the road has given me the chance to photograph stunning landscapes, and 

portraits of the interesting people I have met along the way. 



I came up with the basic storyline for my film ‘Two Sisters’ while I was on a road trip around California 
and Arizona. I have always been interested in stories about grief and overcoming loss. 



The loss of our parents and the people closest to us is something we all eventually have to go 
through but if it happens early in life the effects can be devastating. I believe this story, combined 

with the beautiful landscape, will be an emotional  and important film for many. 


