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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The Solidarity Bridge Pacemaker Program offers cardiac implants and permanent follow-up care for 

impoverished patients performed on an ongoing basis by Bolivian partner cardiologists, and managed through 

the offices of Puente de Solidaridad in Cochabamba and Santa Cruz. Small mission trips are occasionally 

organized to provide equipment and training in a particularly advanced procedure, and/or to build and 

strengthen relations with diverse program partners and donor entities. The November 2016 Pacemaker 

Program Trip brought one medical missioner, electrophysiologist Dr. Joseph Wu, accompanied by a trip 

coordinator/interpreter, to work alongside our partners at the San Juan de Dios Hospital in Santa Cruz. 

 

II. MISSION GOALS 

 

This trip was conceived with the primary goal: 

 To facilitate integration of a new corporate donor of pacemakers and accessories: St. Jude Medical. 

The following secondary goals were also adopted: 

 To reinforce relations with partners in Santa Cruz and assess potential program expansion there. 

 To provide urgently needed pacemaker implants to a small group of patients. 

 

 

 

Dr. Joe Wu and Dr. Ronald Cuellar partnering on one of seven 

implants performed over three days in Santa Cruz. 
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III. MEETING OUR GOALS 

 

1. Integrate a new corporate donor: St. Jude Medical 
As part of Solidarity Bridge efforts to increase pacemaker donations, and through the support of US electrophysiologist 

Dr. Joseph Wu, a donation request was submitted in mid-2016 to St. Jude Medical, one of the world’s few and most-

prestigious manufacturers of implantable cardiac devices. As part of the application and donation approval process, 

Solidarity Bridge organized the travel of Dr. Wu to Santa Cruz to assist in the implantation of the donated devices. 

Although the donation was approved, the pacemakers were detained in Bolivian customs and were not available for 

implant. Despite this unfortunate setback, Solidarity Bridge is pleased to have established a relationship with St. Jude 

Medical which has committed to continue to stand by our program. Once the donated products are released by Bolivian 

customs, they will be implanted by our partner electrophysiologist in Santa Cruz, Dr. Ronald Cuellar. 

 

2. Reinforce relations and assess program activity expansion in Santa Cruz 
Solidarity Bridge/Puente de Solidaridad are honored to partner with some of Bolivia’s very small number of 

electrophysiologists (specialists in heart rhythm diseases), including Dr. Ronald Cuellar of the San Juan de Dios hospital 

in Santa Cruz, site of Bolivia’s best-equipped implant center in a public hospital. These “catheterization laboratory” 

facilities will be further upgraded in 2017, opening possibilities to offer treatments currently unavailable in any public 

hospital in Bolivia. This mission trip allowed Dr. Wu, Dr. Cuellar, and the head of the department, Dr. Walter Gomez, to 

assess and prepare for these opportunities. 

 

3. Provide pacemaker implants 
Dr. Wu worked alongside Dr. Cuellar and other Bolivian medical personnel to perform seven implants, including a 

highly complex resynchronization therapy device implant. Given the unavailability of the St. Jude devices, Medtronic 

pacemakers delivered for the year-round program were implanted. In addition, the U.S. team left behind an additional 

stock of pacemakers for implant by the Bolivian partners in the coming months. 

 

IV. PATIENTS   

 
For an introduction to a few of the patients served on this mission trip, please visit our blog: 

http://www.solidaritybridge.org/blog/2016pacemakertrip 
 

V. IN-KIND DONATIONS 

 
In-kind donations for use by the Pacemaker Program and other Solidarity Bridge medical programs in Bolivia were delivered 

by the mission team. The estimated value of these product donations is US $130,955.08. 

 

VI. 2016 PACEMAKER PROGRAM TRIP TEAM 

 
Solidarity Bridge is grateful for all who made this trip possible, including the following: 

 
Missioners 

Dr. Joseph Wu, Electrophysiologist 

Jodi Grahl, Trip Coordinator / Interpreter 

 

Puente de Solidaridad: Local planning, coordination and accompaniment were provided by: 

Patricia Vargas, Executive Director 

Patricia Paz, Coordinator of the Santa Cruz office 

Carmen Salses, Santa Cruz Social Worker 

Desirée Méndez, Santa Cruz Supplies Coordinator 

Ariel Montaño, Communications 

 

San Juan de Dios Hospital 

Solidarity Bridge and Puente de Solidaridad are especially grateful to our host hospital partners, including Dr. Ronald 

Cuellar, Dr. Walter Gomez, and other members of the cardiac department staff, as well as the entire San Juan de Dios 

Hospital administration and staff. 

http://www.solidaritybridge.org/blog/2016pacemakertrip
http://www.solidaritybridge.org/blog/2016pacemakertrip

