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"Storms make trees take
deeper roots "

Dolly Parton



Welcome Ladies and Gents
 

if you had said to me three weeks ago that we
would need a guide to postponing weddings i
would not have believed a word of it. what a

long year the last three weeks have been.
 

 every single bride out there who has had to
postpone or is still waiting to hear the fate of
their big day. i believe from the bottom of my

heart that when your day comes it is going to
be a celebration like no other. 

 
So take a deep breath and let's do this work

together so you can start dreaming of your
wedding day again.

 
i am a woman of action and felt the need this
week to do something to help brides navigate
this extraordinary situation. i sent a call out

to the best wedding suppliers in ireland to send
us their tips and advice for getting through

postponing your wedding. 
 

All the tips have one thing in common -
positivity. So read through this guide, grab a

notebook and make a list of the tips that apply
to you and get organised. 

 
Stay safe and keep dreaming of your day as it

will happen and it will be epic. 
 

Sarah

 
 



When
nothing goes

right ... go
left



Event
Planner

Tip #1
Be decisive - the earlier you make a decision on rescheduling the earlier you
can communicate to your guests particularly if you are planning a destination
wedding and guests have booked flights and accommodation. It will mean
fewer sleepless nights and less stress for all especially you and your groom to
be.
 
Tip #2
Contact all suppliers and check their availability before confirming your new
date. Many suppliers are fully booked for 2020 and are currently taking 2021
bookings so availability might be limited. List your suppliers from 1 – 10, 1
being the most important to you both. Ask if your deposit can be transferred
to the new date and request a contract for the new date.

"Along with the other events we also do weddings and really love
them. It is an honour to be a part of someone's special day. Getting

married is a very special time in anybody's life and should be enjoyed.
Meet up with friends and having a nice glass of something are all part

of the process and having Covid 19 loom large prevents that.
Everyone's wedding is different and not everyone might want to

reschedule until the situation ahead is clearer."
Maria @Maria Reidy Events

"Plan a special evening
with your partner on

the day you intended on
getting married"

Maria Reidy



Tip #4
Consider a mid-week wedding if you wish to get married in 2020 and are not
willing to push your date out to 2021. Mid-week weddings are the next big
trend.
 
Tip #5
Think of this additional time as a time to perhaps add extra touches that might
surprise your guests - do a calligraphy course and make your own place cards
and or table plan. 
 
Tip #6
Remember to plan a special evening with your partner on the date you were
intended to be married - toast each other and all that is to come.
 
Remember in the words of Seamus Heaney; 'If we can winter this one out we
can summer anywhere.'

Tip #3
Stop overly worrying about your guests and put yourself first. The current
COVID 19 pandemic and its repercussions are out of your control. It’s not your
fault the wedding was cancelled/postponed/guests cut etc. Your guests will
understand and will be even more ready to celebrate with you knowing that
you have had to reschedule.

Maria Reidy Events
Tel 0877455284

maria@mariareidyevents.com
www.mariareidyevents.com

 

http://www.mariareidyevents.com/


"Your Marriage Registration Form in the
Green Folder is valid for 6 months from the

date of your proposed wedding date. There is
no need to get a new form from the HSE if
your rescheduled date in within that time

frame. If the new date falls outside of the 6
months validity period, contact the HSE and
get it in writing if you have to go through the
process again and have to pay the fee again."

Sandra@The Wedding Lady

Sandra Losty
The Wedding Lady

lostysandra@gmail.com
www.theweddinglady.ie

http://www.theweddinglady.ie/


If plan A doesn't
work the alphabet

has 25 more
letters



Tip #1
If your wedding is in the next few months it’s time to contact your venue and
start working on Plan B. Depending on your venues availability this could be
the same day of the week later in the year, or if they are heavily booked it
may mean moving to a different day.  This can be a big challenge for a
couples as you will have spent a lot of time thinking about the perfect Friday
or Thursday/Friday combo and now you are being offered a Wednesday.
What about a Sunday wedding? For those who can’t take a day off this solves
that problem for them, and for those who can take a day off, they can take
the Monday instead of the Friday.
 
Tip #2
If you are having a Summer wedding and now are being offered an October
or November date. Have a chat with your venue about the difference this
makes and if any of your plans need to be reconsidered. The beauty of a
winter wedding in Ireland is we are totally prepared for it! Your vendors will
give you all the support you need. The best thing is to talk to everyone and
ask what they advise because they have the experience of creating
weddings at every time of year and will be thrilled to work with you on a new
date .

Venue
" Your wedding is an opportunity for you and your guests to get away

from it all and enjoy a ‘home from home’ atmosphere in the grand
surroundings of a charming country house in rural County Wexford" -

Niamh @Horetown House

"That cocktail station could
become a hot toddie truck or

how about warming soup shots
instead of ice-cream"

Niamh  



Tip #3
When to cancel? This is different for every couple, each group of family and
friends will have different circumstances which will affect their ability to
attend. 
 
Speak to your venue about your guests accommodation arrangements and
ask if they can transfer the bookings to your new date. Find out what is the
best way to do this before you let your guests know. 
 
It’s worth drafting an email with your new dates, any changes from the
original plan, such as alternative start time or indoor, outdoor alternatives
that may affect your guests. When you have this put together, send it to one
sample guest and ask them to read it and ask any questions that they can
think off. This will help you to add any details that might be helpful and save
you answering the question “but what about the BBQ” 120 times! 
 
Remember, you don’t have to have all the answers right now.  If you need to
make a move of date but don’t have all the details ironed out, let them know
to Save the Date and when you have more information you can send out a
follow up email.
 
No one saw this coming, everyone is trying their best to make a new plan so
cut yourself some slack- the magic is coming.

Horetown House
Wexford

info@horetownhouse.ie
Tel 051565633

www.horetownhouse.ie

http://www.horetownhouse.ie/


This is just a
chapter, not your
whole story- S.C.

lOURIE



Dress
"Your dress should be reflective of you and
your personality and of course stunning"

Sarah@sarahfoycouture

Tip #1
Communication is key, ask your dress supplier all the questions – where is your dress and
at what stage is it at? Does it require alteration or are the alterations completed? Is there
anything they need from you – such as the correct underwear and shoes for completing
the hem. Clarity is key, so get clear on what is left to be done to get your dress completed
and be sure to keep them up to date with new dates and plans
 
Tip #2
If you have collected your dress. Please take it out of any plastic wrapping. It needs to be in
a large breathable dress bag – particularly if it is a natural fabric such as silk. When you
have an idea of the new date you can arrange for the dress to be pressed and check that
everything still fits perfectly with a reliable dress maker.
 
Tip #3
If your dress still needs alterations and your wedding is within the next three months. You
need to have everything ready for when the restrictions lift - shoes , underwear and any
other accessories you plan to wear. Contact them and keep the communication open so
that you both know when the dress is needed for. If your new date is later in the year or
2021 my advice would be to put your alterations on hold until closer to the wedding.
Again, get in touch with your supplier.
 
Tip #4
With new wedding dates you could end up switching seasons or venues. Your dress may
not feel right for the new situation. But there are small changes that can be done to
transform your look for the day. Adding a cape or jacket, creating a slit for a more relaxed
summer style- the list goes on. Get a good dressmaker who can help you make small
changes

Sarah Foy Couture
Tel 0861780220

info@sarahfoycouture.com
www.sarahfoycouture.com

http://www.sarahfoycouture.com/


Moat Hill Photography
info@mhphoto.ie
www.mhphoto.ie

"Create a spreadsheet and
prioritise suppliers in tiers.
Once the venue gives you

options ask each supplier to fill
in the spreadsheet and see

which dates give you maximum
availability.This can easily be

done using google
spreadsheets"

Paul@Moat Hill

https://mhphoto.ie/


Flowers
 
"Our gardens in Kilkenny and the surrounding landscape have always

been the greatest inspiration to us and the first spark for every
arrangement. We believe that capturing the “mood” of each season;

the shapes, colours, textures, character; is what stirs something in all
of us, what connects us to the natural world" 

               - Tina @Wild Bunch Flowers.
 

Tip #1
You are probably only getting your own head around things now, but let us know of any
changes that might impact on your flowers. Changes to your dress for example will affect
the shape and style of your bouquet, or a move from an outdoor to an indoor ceremony
will mean that your ceremony decor might need rethinking. 
 
Tip #2
Consider the season of your new date; it's much more than the availability of individual
flowers. Designing your flowers around the mood of the season and the natural
environment pays back in spades. We're starting by sending couples "style sheets" that
capture the feel of their new season, and bringing everything back to what aspects
appeal to them. So taking autumn as an example, it might be rich jewel colours and
strong shapes, or maybe the light, ethereal beauty of dried flowers and grasses.
 
Tip #3
Be involved as much or as little as you like. Yes, suppliers are busy but it's in all of our
interests to do beautiful work. But likewise if you haven't the time (or the will) to start
planning all over again, don't be afraid to say so. We should already have a good enough
feel for your aesthetic and be able to translate that into details ourselves.

Wild Bunch Flowers
Castlekelly, Gowran,

Co.Kilkenny
Tel 0870564442

info@wildbunch.ie
www.thewildbunch.ie

http://www.thewildbunch.ie/


 

"We choose
joy"

-Rachel
Hollis



Hair
Michelle has become best known for her natural, whimsical

hairstyling.  The finish on this type of work remains soft and
delicate to the eye. Developing this genre, has made Michelle’s work

immediately identifiable. 
 

Tip#1
Don't use box colours at home, while you can't get to the salon. You will potentially
ruin your expensive salon colour and end up paying to get it fixed. You can also have a
skin reaction to the dye. This is a once in a lifetime scenario.  Use this time to treat
your hair with masques and let it dry naturally, giving it a break. It will be all the better
for it in a few weeks time. 
 
Tip #2
If your wedding hairstylist isn't available on your new date, ask them to put up a post
on their members only social media groups to help you find a replacement quickly.  It's
a friendly community and we might be able to save you countless time and emails,
searching for a replacement.
 
Tip #3
There will probably be limited availability for hair trials, when business returns to usual.
Trial dates will have been given away to help out brides that had to cancel and/or
postpone their day.  Stylists will need your understanding and cooperation so that as
many brides as possible will be accommodated.  Being a wedding hair specialist, for
nearly 10 years, it wouldn't faze me at all not doing a trial - it is more for the client.  If
you do your research and consider your options well before the day, you will find your
gut often tells you what style you are most comfortable with. Your hairstylist can still
guide you by email, if you send them reference pictures.

Tel 087 763 6154 
 michelle@michelleohalloran.com

www.michelleohalloran.com

http://www.michelleohalloran.com/


 

Even the darkest
night will end

and the sun will
rise 

- Les Miserables



 

Make up

Tip #1
Get in contact and have communication with your supplier and keep them up to date
with your plans. If you haven't already cancelled your original wedding date and are
waiting to see what happens, I would strongly recommend looking at alternative dates
should the worst happen and you have to cancel your wedding date. 
 
Tip #2
If they are not available, most likely you will have lost your deposit. However, you could
always ask them to use the deposit towards a normal hair and makeup appointment for a
night out so that you don't lose out completely. Alternatively, if you really loved their style
and wanted to recreate the look, you could ask them to do a makeup lesson with you, so
you can do it yourself on the day instead.  
 
Tip#3
When looking for a new hair and makeup artist, I would recommend going for an agency
or a place that has a number of artists on its books. Then if you need to re-schedule you
will have more options within that company. We were able to look after all of our brides
as it is very rare to not have at least one of our artists available on a particular date.

Her attention to detail and passion for the industry
have seen her become one of the most sought after
makeup artists and beauty contributors in Ireland.

Emma @ ef Creative Studios

Bridal hair and make by
EF CREATIVE STUDIOS

Bond Street, Dublin 8
Tel 015982402

mail@efcreativestudios.com
www.bridalhairandmakeup.ie

http://www.bridalhairandmakeup.ie/


A beautiful day
begins with a

beautiful mindset



Tip #1
Due to the number of lost bookings, if your photographer isn't available on your
rescheduled date, they may not be able to refund your deposit.  If this is the case,
ask for a gift certificate instead.  You could use this for a couple's shoot or family
photography when things get back to normal. 
 
Tip #2
Wedding planning is stressful, and for those disrupted by the virus, even more so. 
Take some time on your original wedding date and celebrate. Share a romantic
meal, write some vows and maybe organise an online party that night.
 
Tip #3
Most of all, take care of each other 

Photographer

I love the emotion and atmosphere of a
wedding day, and I record it for you with

natural, candid, elegant images.
Tara@Tara Aherne Photography

Tara Aherne Photography
info@taraaherne.com
www.taraaherne.com

https://taraaherne.com/about/


Your hardest times
often lead to the
greatest moments



 
Amazing tips and advice for all
couples, not just if you have to

postpone your day.
 

And finally.....
 

Please, please bare with all your
suppliers. we are all in this together

and for small businesses this is
going to be the hardest, toughest

challenge they will ever face.
 

Keep in mind when it all seems to
overwhelming - a wedding is just

the start of an incredible
partnership with your love.

 
Stay safe and sane 

 
 Sarah



 

A big shout out to all the talented people who pulled
this together so quickly - you are legends.

Be sure to reach out to them across their platforms
and thank them for their advice

Links below 

Horetown House  @horetownhouse

Maria Reidy Events @mariareidyevents

Sarah Foy Couture @sfoycouture

Michelle O'Halloran @moh_hairdesign

EF Creative Studios @bridalhairandmakeup.ie

Wild Bunch Flowers @wild_bunch_flowers

The Wedding Lady @sandralosty_the_wedding_lady

Moat Hill @moathillphotography

Tara Aherne @taraaherne

https://www.instagram.com/horetownhouse/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/horetownhouse/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/horetownhouse/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/mariareidyevents/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/sfoycouture/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/moh_hairdesign/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/bridalhairandmakeup.ie/
https://www.instagram.com/wild_bunch_flowers/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/sandralosty_the_wedding_lady/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/moathillphotography/
https://www.instagram.com/taraaherne/


The stunning images in this guide are by the
best wedding photographers in Ireland. 

Check them out in the links below.
 in order of appearance

Eoin Kirwan @eoinkirwan_photographer

Tara Aherne @taraaherne 

Butterfly Photography @weddingsbybutterfly

Moat Hill Photography @moathillphotography

https://www.instagram.com/eoinkirwan_photographer/
https://www.instagram.com/taraaherne/
https://www.instagram.com/taraaherne/
https://www.instagram.com/weddingsbybutterfly/
https://www.instagram.com/moathillphotography/

