bj Rich Freeman

How To Read Chord Charts
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Look how the vertical guitar placed next to the chart lines up below. This is exactly how the charts need to
be visualized.

D Major

X = Muted Strings (Don’t play these) /

Black Diamonds & Ovals = Where To Put Your Fingers
Blue Diamonds & Ovals = Open Strings
Horizontal Lines = Frets
Vertical Lines = Strings

R 5 R 3

Large numbers inside chord dots are fingering numbers (NOT FRET NUMBERS):
1 = index (pointer) finger

2 = middle finger

3 =ringer finger

4 = little (pinky) finger

T = thumb (not used on this chart)

*Not all chord charts are written the same way, but in general you can expect them to look very similar to the
examples you see in this document.



