WEEK 1
INTRO

OPTION 1

In C.S. Lewis’s classic, The Silver Chair, Jill Pole and Eustace Scrubb make their
dangerous journey north into the land of the giants as they track the lost Prince Rilian.
After many trials and discomforts, they reach the underland, where they meet with
Earthmen, a curious assortment of gnome-like creatures with spears and swords, who
force Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum over a dark sea to the house of their queen. When
they arrive, the queen is not home, but they do meet a strange “Overlander,” the Black
Knight.
The Black Knight explains he has an enchantment, which basically means that he goes
into a "fit" every night that requires him to be tied into a silver chair to protect those
around him. Scrubb, Jill, and Puddleglum want to stay with him until his fit passes, but
have to promise the knight not to do anything he asks while he is raving. As it turns out,
though, the Black Knight isn't crazy while he is tied to the chair—in fact, he's only sane
at this time of the day. All the rest of the time, he is under enchantment and a slave to
the Queen of Underland.
He tries to explain this to Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum, but—as promised—they aren't
listening to him. They hold steady until the knight asks them to free him in the name of
Aslan, which is the fourth and last sign given to Jill by Aslan himself. Puddleglum and
Scrubb can't deny Aslan, of course, so they cut the Black Knight free. And it's a good
thing, too, because this strange knight turns out to be Prince Rilian himself.
The queen soon appears and tries to enchant them all, nearly convincing him that there
is no Overland and no Aslan, but good old Puddleglum helps them snap out of it. The
frustrated queen turns into a great green serpent and Rilian has the satisfaction of
finally killing it with his sword.1
The Silver Chair serves to remind us that we, like Prince Rilian, often suffer from
identity amnesia; forgetting who we are in Christ.

1accessed

at http://www.shmoop.com/the-silver-chair/summary.html

INTRO

OPTION 2

Watch Clip // Uncle Rico
Uncle Rico spent much of his life looking back at who he once was. His entire identity
was wrapped up in High School memories and inflated “what if’s.” Very few of us are
truly like Uncle Rico, but many of us have a tendency to base our current identity not on
who we are now, but who we were then. Today we will spend time discussing our new
identity in Christ.

READ
[14] For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has
died for all, therefore all have died; [15] and he died for all, that those who live might no
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
[16] From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. [17]
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come. [18] All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; [19] that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. [20] Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. [21] For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:14-21 ESV

QUESTIONS
As Pastor Kevin mentioned in his sermon, understanding our identity in Christ is
found in identifying with his life, death and resurrection. We have died with
Christ to sin and now we live, a resurrection people, filled with the Holy Spirit and
commissioned and empowered to live for Him “who for [our] sake died and was
raised.”

What do you think Paul means when he says, “From now on, therefore, we regard no
one according to the flesh?” (See Guzik commentary for help)
Why is it now so important to regard people according to their hearts?

QUOTE
“Yes, great God, it was great to make a world, but greater to create a new creature in
Jesus Christ.”
- Charles Spurgeon

QUESTIONS
According to the passage, who makes us a new creation? (vs. 17-18)
Why is it important to understand that our identity is forged and bestowed by God?
Is there a benefit in possessing a graciously bestowed identity, bought for us by Christ,
rather than a personally earned identity forged through the work of our own hands?
When looking at our own lives and the lives of our culture, upon what other things do
people base their identities?
What are the dangers of basing our identity on those things?
We will discuss this more next week, but what do verses 18-20 say are the good
consequences of our reconciliation to God through Christ?
What difference does it make in a person for their identity to change/switch from
needing reconciliation to becoming a reconciler?
As we conclude today, let us remember the cautionary tale we began our study with.
Verse 21 says that we are now the “righteousness of God.” We simply aren’t who we
once were, but we must always watch our hearts for signs of “gospel amnesia,”
forgetting who we are in Christ, ceasing to live in that light and instead living according
to old stories of sin and shame. Let’s spend time now praying for each other.

QUOTE

OPTIONAL

“If we follow Jesus, our status before God is righteous. The gavel has come down and
our righteousness is secure in the work of Jesus Christ. God’s verdict is not subject to
change based on our performance. We didn’t become righteous because of our
performance, and we can’t lose our righteousness because of our performance. We
don’t have to worry about getting escorted off God’s premises. We have access, we
have resources, and we have blessings because of Jesus. It is easy to hear this sort of
message and get excited about it. We hear a preacher talking about God’s forgiveness
and grace on Sunday, and we’re like, “Woohoo! I’m in! This is great!” But then Monday
comes around, and it’s really hard to apply this reality when we’re having one of those
moments when we lose our minds, or make dumb decisions, or go off on somebody, or
do that stupid, ridiculous thing we swore we’d never do again. Suddenly, here comes
the negative emotion. Here come the bad feelings. Here comes that sense that our
status cannot possibly be the same as it was in church yesterday. That’s what the Bible
calls condemnation. It’s a very real phenomenon. If you are a follower of Jesus, a
Christian, and have never experienced condemnation, you might be God. For the rest of
us mortals, we’ve all experienced it. Guilt. Shame. A sense that our status has changed.
I’m going to take this a step further. This might sound weird at first, but I think we
actually, in a very sadistic way, enjoy condemnation. Why? Because condemnation is
logical; and in a weird, twisted, dark sense, it gratifies our flesh. It actually feels right to
feel horrible, to feel depressed, to feel dejected, to feel despair. “I messed up. I did
something so stupid. This serves me right.” But in fact, condemnation doesn’t serve us
at all. In the verses above, the Bible says that condemnation should have no part in our
existence on this planet if we belong to Jesus. As humans, we are experts at confusing
our feelings with reality. We take our negative emotions and thoughts at face value, and
we think, I feel bad, so I must be bad. I feel guilty, so I must be guilty. And if I’m
disappointed and mad at myself, God must be way more disappointed and mad at me.
Since we feel condemned, we think we are condemned. And since we think we are
condemned, we work harder to regain our lost status. Instead of going confidently to
God and asking for his grace to get back up and move forward in life, we try to patch
ourselves up and put ourselves back together so we can attain the status of righteous
before God again. Ironically, since we will never measure up to perfection, the more we
try to earn our righteousness, the worse we feel. It’s the cycle of condemnation. I find it’s
far easier to believe we are sinners than to believe we are righteous. But we are already

righteous through Jesus. It’s a gift, and it’s called grace. How much time do we waste as
Jesus followers trying to recover what we have had all along?”
― Judah Smith, Life Is _____.: God's Illogical Love Will Change Your Existence

PRAYER
As we conclude, take time to pray for the semester ahead. Ask God to richly bless your
times together: growing you in community, transforming your lives through His word and
working alongside your efforts to reach the community with the gospel of Jesus.

PRAYER

OPTIONAL

If your group is comfortable with it, this could be a very powerful time of prayer. Pair off,
according to gender. (men with men / women with women) Now take some time to talk
about those things upon which you tend to base your identity. Once you’ve shared,
spend some time praying for each other, asking God to break through identity
strongholds and establish your identities in Christ first.

M/C

