WEEK 1
INTRO
EXPERIENCES AND VOCATION
ICEBREAKER
Our occupation is how we make a living. Our vocation, on the other hand, is what
we’re inherently wired for. We all have diﬀerent occupations, but for Christians, we all
share the same vocation: to know God and make Him known. Within this vocation,
God provided us with personalities and spiritual gifts, and He has also given us
abilities and experiences that can be used for the church for His glory.
EXPERIENCES
You may think about how diﬀerent experiences have impacted you. We’ve all had
signiﬁcant spiritual experiences (meaningful decisions, times with God, times we felt
especially close to God) and painful experiences (problems, hurts, trials, etc...).
We’ve all had diﬀerent educational experiences, family experiences, and ministry
experiences that have shaped the way we interact with others. What if all of these
experiences (the good and the bad) have made us even better equipped to serve in
God’s mission and meet the needs of others.

READ
2 Corinthians 1:3-7
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our aﬄiction so that we will be able to
comfort those who are in any aﬄiction with the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God. For just as the suﬀerings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also

our comfort is abundant through Christ. But if we are aﬄicted, it is for your comfort
and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is eﬀective in the
patient enduring of the same suﬀerings which we also suﬀer; and our hope for you is
ﬁrmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our suﬀerings, so also you are
sharers of our comfort.

QUESTIONS
What’s the relationship between God’s ability to comfort us and our ability to comfort
others?
Has there been a time in your own life in which you’ve been the recipient of the
comfort or wisdom of others who’ve experienced something you’re going through?

READ
2 Corinthians 1:8-11
For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our aﬄiction which came to us in
Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired
even of life; indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves so that we would
not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; who delivered us from so
great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope. And He
will yet deliver us, you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that thanks
may be given by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us through
the prayers of many.
In 2 Corinthians 1:9 Paul found that the intense pressures he had experienced before
led him to depend on God all the more. He uses his experience and the lessons he’d
learned to teach, bless, and encourage the Corinthian Christians. Paul understood
that as a Christian, He was blessed to be a blessing to others, and he used every
experience of his life for other’s beneﬁt.
Ask everyone in your group to share (1) experience that has dramatically shaped
who they are today. Brainstorm together how that experience could be a blessing
to someone else.

VOCATIONAL ABILITIES
Like our experiences, each of us has abilities that we have discovered and learned
over our lifetime.
Throughout Scripture, God’s people have manifested various abilities. Consider a
few of the Bible-people below and talk about the speciﬁc skills they employed for
God’s glory. (You might consider writing these on a piece of poster board or a
whiteboard so that group can make a list.)
Genesis 13:2 (ABRAM)
Exodus 17:9,13 (JOSHUA)
Judges 4:4 (DEBORAH)
Ruth 4:13 (RUTH)
1 Samuel 16:11-12 (DAVID)
Nehemiah 1:11 (NEHEMIAH)
Amos 7:14 (AMOS)
Luke 5:27 (MATTHEW)
Colossians 4:14 (LUKE)
Acts 16:14 (LYDIA)
Mark 1:16-20 (PETER, ANDREW, JAMES, JOHN)

God has always used the skills of many to carry on His work, and the vocations of
many located them at the right place at the right time to be used.

QUESTIONS
What natural and learned talents and skills do you have? Have your group share and
aﬃrm the various abilities displayed through your group.

Rick Warren has written, “Your ministry will be most eﬀective and fulﬁlling when you
are using your gifts and abilities in the area of your heart’s desire in a way that best
expresses your personality and experience.” I think that is totally true!
What vision or expectation do you have to develop and use your skills and
experiences to impact the church/those outside of the church?

PRAYER
Today has likely been a vulnerable night for your group as members shared about
experiences and abilities. Take time as you conclude to pray for each other. Thank
God for the way he has woven your stories together, making your diﬀerences
valuable, as you’re able to use them to cultivate the Kingdom of God around you.
(There may be room here to pray for healing of some pain that arose over the course
of the meeting. Be sensitive to this.)

M/C

