SAMARITAN

Has anyone here ever been faced with a hard decision when it came to helping
someone? If you feel comfortable sharing, tell us about that experience.

LUKE 10:25-37
[25] And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall
I do to inherit eternal life?” [26] He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do
you read it?” [27] And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and
your neighbor as yourself.” [28] And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do
this, and you will live.”

[29] But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
[30] Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half
dead. [31] Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him
he passed by on the other side. [32] So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. [33] But a Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. [34] He went to
him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own

animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. [35] And the next day he took
out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and
whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ [36] Which of these
three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the
robbers?” [37] He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You
go, and do likewise.”

To begin, commentator David Guzik notes that the ancient Greek word for “tested”
used in this passage does not necessarily imply a “mean or evil” tone or intentions.
This lawyer may very well have been coming with malicious intentions, but we, the
readers, don’t have speciﬁc knowledge of that fact.

The lawyer in this story may have very well been interested in what Jesus, a popular
teacher, had to say about eternal life. Guzik also mentions that “eternal life” may not
have had the same meaning attached to it then that we attach to it now. He writes,
“Eternal life, in the Biblical understanding of the idea, doesn't refer to duration of life,
because every person is immortal, either in heaven or hell. It doesn't refer to a life that
begins when we die. Eternal life is a particular quality of life, a life that comes from God,
a life we can have right now.”
To recap, a lawyer, interested in testing Jesus for one reason or another, asks Him
how he might inherit life that comes from God both now and forever.

What was Jesus’ response? What was the lawyer’s subsequent answer?

Take a moment to notice the lawyer’s response to Jesus’ command to go and do
likewise.
Why does the lawyer ask a question pertaining to the second commandment, but
not the ﬁrst?

Again, Guzik writes, “The lawyer measured himself against both commands. He
ﬁgured that he obeyed the ﬁrst command well enough, but his keeping of the
second commandment depended on how you deﬁned neighbor.”

1 JOHN 4:20-21
If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does
not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And
this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his
brother.

Based on 1 John 4:20-21, what was the lawyer’s fundamental misunderstanding
about loving God?

Do you ever fall into a similar thought process, imagining that you can love God
and not love your neighbor?

Why do you suppose the two commands are so tightly linked?

LUKE 10:30-37
[30] Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half
dead. [31] Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him
he passed by on the other side. [32] So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. [33] But a Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. [34] He went to
him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own
animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. [35] And the next day he took
out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and
whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ [36] Which of these
three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the
robbers?” [37] He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You
go, and do likewise.”

Who are the characters that make up Jesus’ parable?

Is there anything about these characters that would make the story especially
interesting or even scandalous in the ears of the lawyer?

(Priests and Levites were highly venerated as lovers of God and humanity.
Samaritans were looked down upon by Jews for their historically mixed ethnic
background.)

Connect the Dots. Based upon our previous discussion today, why do you suppose
Jesus tells a story in which a priest and Levite lack compassion?

By making the parable’s hero a Samaritan, what is Jesus saying about loving God
and loving your neighbor?

What do we have to learn about compassion from the Samaritan’s actions?

After reading this passage, how would you answer the question, “Who is my
neighbor?”

“We instinctively tend to limit for whom we exert ourselves. We do it for people like
us, and for people whom we like. Jesus will have none of that. By depicting a
Samaritan helping a Jew, Jesus could not have found a more forceful way to say that
anyone at all in need - regardless of race, politics, class, and religion - is your
neighbour. Not everyone is your brother or sister in faith, but everyone is your
neighbour, and you must love your neighbour.”

― Timothy J. Keller, Generous Justice: How God's Grace Makes Us Just

Jesus’ last words with the lawyer, have less do with answering “who is my neighbor?”
and more to do with “who acted more neighborly?” Why would Jesus take the
discussion this direction? How is He actually loving the lawyer by changing the
trajectory of the conversation?
To correctly apply this passage to our lives, moving from careless to compassion, we
must shift the way we think about our neighbors.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gives us great clarity.
“On the parable of the Good Samaritan: "I imagine that the ﬁrst question the priest
and Levite asked was: 'If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?' But by the
very nature of his concern, the good Samaritan reversed the question: 'If I do not
stop to help this man, what will happen to him?”

― Martin Luther King Jr., Strength to Love

Why is a shift from “what will happen to me” to “what will happen to him”
necessary for moving from careless to compassion?

What are the diﬀering views of God usually associated with these two mindsets?

In your life, what keeps you from being a person who feels compassion for your
neighbor and actively moves to meet their needs?

What active steps need to be taken in your life this week in light of what we’ve
discussed today?

Before you spend time praying for personal needs with the group, please take time
to pray over those “active steps” you just discussed with your group. Ask God to
move you from carelessness to compassion. Have the group pray for each other.
Ask God for the grace to see progress in becoming more like Jesus in these speciﬁc
ways. When you’ve ﬁnished, either take prayer requests and send them out via email
or take additional time to pray for group needs.
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