LOST & FOUND

Which of your possessions have your recently lost? Recently found?
Jesus was often criticized by people, who thought they were religious, for spending
time with “the wrong sort of people.” To answer His critics, Jesus shared three
parables: 1) The Lost Sheep, 2) The Lost Coin, and 3) The Lost Son [or Prodigal Son].

*Take a moment to review the basic elements of the Prodigal Son story, and then read
Luke 15:1-10.

LUKE 15:1-10
[1] Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him.
[2] Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives
sinners and eats with them.” [3] So He told them this parable, saying, [4] “What man
among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the
ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he ﬁnds it?
[5] When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. [6] And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ [7] I tell you that in the
same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. [8] “Or what woman, if she
has ten silver coins and loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house
and search carefully until she ﬁnds it? [9] When she has found it, she calls together

her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I
had lost!’ [10] In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of
God over one sinner who repents.”

Who is Jesus’ audience and what was their complaint?
The Pharisees (the religious leaders of the day) wanted to stay religiously clean by
avoiding the wrong kind of people. For centuries before and after Christ, tax
collectors were universally hated. In Jewish culture they were often Jewish men who
had turned on their people and clung closely to Roman tax-gathering franchises and
preyed on their fellow Jews, all to make a proﬁt for themselves. They were loathed
by their own people in every way.

These Pharisees couldn’t care less about these betrayers, nor did they care for
others who, in their opinion, ignored the will and ways of God. They were astounded
that Jesus would constantly surround Himself with people they considered scum. To
them, Jesus being around tax collectors and sinners added to their distrust of and
venom towards Jesus.

How does Jesus’ parable of the sheep relate to the muttering of the Pharisees?
We know why Jesus ate with “tax collectors and ‘sinners’”. He was concerned with
their souls. They were lost, and He sought to retrieve them. While the religious
leaders could not care less about those who were far from God, Jesus could not
care more.
In the Bible, Jesus calls Himself “The Good Shepherd.” In fact, in John 10, Jesus says:
[11] “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. [12] He

who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the
wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and ﬂees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters
them. [13] He ﬂees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep.
[14] I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me,

Jesus’ point is that as the Good shepherd, He will do everything to draw in the
person who is lost.

Imagine if you lost your wedding ring (if you are married), or another prized
possession like it. You wouldn’t quickly think, “Oh well, I have other jewelry” or
“Shucks, I’ll just go grab another one.” The lost ring would consume your attention!

To borrow from Francis Thompson, God searches us out “with unhurried chase and
unperturbed pace, deliberate speed, majestic instancy.”

What do vv 5, 6, and 9 tell you about what gets God excited?
The three “lost” parables in Luke 15 are virtually identical in respect to the recovery
and resulting joy. The shepherd joyfully carries the sheep home, calls his friends and
neighbors together, and says ‘come rejoice with me!’ When the woman ﬁnds the
coin, she does the same. When the prodigal son’s father sees his son returning, he
runs to meet him and throws a massive celebration.

LUKE 15:7, 10
[7] I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
[8] “Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one coin, does not light a
lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she ﬁnds it? [9] When she has

found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I
have found the coin which I had lost!’ [10] In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

Jesus’ point appears to be clear. When somebody is lost, that person becomes the
focus of God’s attention. And when they are found, there is a huge celebration.
Jesus was saying to the religious leaders of that time, “This is why I spend so much
time with irreligious people – because they are the focus of God’s attention and
parties are thrown in heaven every time one is found!”

On Sunday morning, Kirk talked about how were are all sheep and we’ve all been
lost. How did God bring you back in? [Take some time with this and celebrate the
many ways God draws us to Himself!]

There’s another application that we can make, and it’s addressed to those of us who
are found. The application is this: have you joined with the Father in the search?
There’s a gravitational pull in every church to become more inward focused. Over
time, the focus always becomes what will keep us satisﬁed and happy. Most of us,
after a while, forget what it’s like to be lost, and our empathy and passion for sharing
the message of Jesus with others.

Can you name a speciﬁc person that you are after “with unhurried chase and
unperturbed pace, deliberate speed” with the gospel?

Pray that we would be a church united with passion to join God’s mission of
spreading the gospel to the world, and speciﬁcally to those nearest us who are far
from God.
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