What comes into your mind when you think about God?
As Pastor Kevin mentioned on Sunday, what comes to mind when we think about
God is the most important thing about us. High thoughts or low thoughts about God
determine how we view ourselves, how we view successes and failures in this world,
how we view trouble in the world, and how we spend our energy, our eﬀorts and our
days.
Let’s turn now to a passage when Isaiah comes face to face with Almighty God.

ISAIAH 6:1-3
[1] In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of his robe ﬁlled the temple. [2] Above him stood the
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered
his feet, and with two he ﬂew. [3] And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”

Our passage begins with the death of King Uzziah, also known in scripture as
Azariah. His life is recounted in 2 Kings 15:1-7.
[1] In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Azariah the son of Amaziah,
king of Judah, began to reign. [2] He was sixteen years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned ﬁfty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jecoliah of
Jerusalem. [3] And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all
that his father Amaziah had done. [4] Nevertheless, the high places were not taken
away. The people still sacriﬁced and made oﬀerings on the high places. [5] And the
LORD touched the king, so that he was a leper to the day of his death, and he lived in
a separate house. And Jotham the king's son was over the household, governing the
people of the land. [6] Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are they
not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? [7] And Azariah slept
with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the city of David, and Jotham
his son reigned in his place.
Uzziah’s death isn’t just ﬁller to establish the time and place of this passage. Uzziah
was a good king and his tragic death would likely have a left men like Isaiah
struggling to understand who God is and what His intentions are towards humanity.
According to verse 1, what did Isaiah see?
What does God’s presence on the throne teach us about God?
God is the ultimate authority. Period. Occupying the throne of heaven.
How can knowing this about God change how you view yourself, your life and
others?

Important to our discussion, Isaiah was not alone in seeing God on his throne,
reigning in omniscience (all knowing) omnipotence (all powerful) and
omnibenevolence (all loving).
The prophet Michaiah saw God's throne (1 Kings 22:19).
Job saw God's throne (Job 26:9).
David saw God's throne (Psalm 9:4 and 7, 11:4)
The Sons of Korah saw God's throne (Psalm 45:6, 47:8)
Ethan the Ezrahite saw God's throne (Psalm 89:14)
Jeremiah saw God's throne (Lamentations 5:19)
Ezekiel saw God's throne (Ezekiel 1:26, 10:1)
Daniel saw God's throne (Daniel 7:9)
Apostle John saw God's throne (Revelation 4:1-11)
Who are the characters surrounding God’s throne in this passage and others like
it?
What are they doing?
Why is it important to note that they are covering their faces? Are there any other
mentions of this in the Bible when coming into contact with God? (Exodus 33 & 34)
What are they saying? Why do they repeat “holy” three times?
In Hebrew, declarations gain intensity as you repeat them. Therefore, declaring God
to be holy would mean that God is set apart. To say that God is “holy, holy” would
mean that God more set apart than others, but to say that God is “holy, holy, holy,”
means that God is holy to the very highest degree possible.
In His wisdom, goodness, power and love God is “holy, holy, holy.”

What do the seraphim mean when they say “the whole earth is ﬁlled with His
glory?”

ISAIAH 6:4-8
[4] And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called,
and the house was ﬁlled with smoke. [5] And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”
[6] Then one of the seraphim ﬂew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that
he had taken with tongs from the altar. [7] And he touched my mouth and said:
“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned
for.”Isaiah's Commission from the Lord. [8] And I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”

What is Isaiah’s response to seeing God?
Have you ever had a similar response to God?
What is God’s response to Isaiah’s brokenness over his sin?
Brokenness in the face of our sin and God’s forgiveness in response to our sin have a
unique way of situating us in a unique place to be used by God.
What is the ultimate outcome of Isaiah’s experience with a holy, holy, holy God?
As the people of God, why is possessing a humbled and redeemed heart so crucial
in accomplishing God’s mission?

Take a moment to repent of your tendency to treat God as less than “holy, holy, holy.”
Humble yourself before Him, thank Him for the gift of atonement you received in
Christ’s death and resurrection, and submit your life to His purposes.
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