Pastor Ray Ortland writes,
Wisdom is skill for living well. We need wisdom when we don’t have an
obvious rule to go by, which is often. Solomon prayed for wisdom. He asked
God for “an understanding mind . . . that I may discern between good and
evil” (1 Kings 3:9). Why pray for that? He had the Ten Commandments to
deﬁne good and evil. But Solomon needed more, and we need more. We
need “an understanding mind” – literally, a listening mind. Then we can
discern between good and evil as we’re making decisions moment by
moment in the complexities of every day. And now God is going to coach us
with his wisdom about money.
Many of us possess the basic tools necessary to manage the money God blessed us with,
but like Ortland says of Solomon, we ought to ask for “an understanding mind” that we might
navigate all the complexities that come with stewarding money wisely.

PASSAGES IN PROVERBS
[Divide up the passages for the day]
Proverbs 10:22
[22] The blessing of the LORD makes rich,
and he adds no sorrow with it. (ESV)
Proverbs 10:15
[15] A rich man's wealth is his strong city;
the poverty of the poor is their ruin. (ESV)
Proverbs 10:4
[4] A slack hand causes poverty,
but the hand of the diligent makes rich. (ESV)

Proverbs 12:11
[11] Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread,
but he who follows worthless pursuits lacks sense. (ESV)

Proverbs 27:23-27
[23] Know well the condition of your ﬂocks,
and give attention to your herds,
[24] for riches do not last forever;
and does a crown endure to all generations?
[25] When the grass is gone and the new growth appears
and the vegetation of the mountains is gathered,
[26] the lambs will provide your clothing,
and the goats the price of a ﬁeld.
[27] There will be enough goats' milk for your food,
for the food of your household
and maintenance for your girls. (ESV)
Proverbs 13:11
[11] Wealth gained hastily will dwindle,
but whoever gathers little by little will increase it. (ESV)
Proverbs 28:25
[25] A greedy man stirs up strife,
but the one who trusts in the LORD will be enriched. (ESV)
Proverbs 11:18
[18] The wicked earns deceptive wages,
but one who sows righteousness gets a sure reward. (ESV)
2 Corinthians 8:9
[9] For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (ESV)

Proverbs 11:25-26
[25] Whoever brings blessing will be enriched,
and one who waters will himself be watered.
[26] The people curse him who holds back grain,
but a blessing is on the head of him who sells it. (ESV)

READ PROVERBS 10:22 & 10:15
What is Solomon’s general position towards money in these two verses?
Why do we sometimes struggle to see money as the blessing it is?
READ PROVERBS 10:4 & 12:11
God has given us work as a means to not only impact the world positively through the
work we do but also through the money we earn.
What did you learn in your home growing up about work?
READ PROVERBS 27:23-27 & 13:11
How do you keep track of the condition of the money & resources God has provided you?
Are there any tools you might share that help you plan and execute your monthly ﬁnances?
Why is it so important to take an incremental view of ﬁnancial progress as mentioned in
Proverbs 13:11?
READ PROVERBS 28:25 & 11:18
In this study, we have already established that money is a good gift used by God for our
good, the good of the world and His glory. If we have an issue with money its not money

itself. The issue is the human heart. Human beings have long suﬀered the consequences
of taking something good and twisting that good thing to make it bad.
What has happens in the human heart when greed and deception take hold of our ﬁnances?

READ PROVERBS 2 CORINTHIANS 8:9 & PROVERBS 11:25-26
In His upside-down kingdom God uses our generosity with money to make us truly rich in all
the right ways. Rich in satisfaction. Rich in love. Rich in joy. Rich in the knowledge that in
giving we are becoming more like Jesus.

How does an appreciation rather than resentment or fear of money and what it can
accomplish help us become cheerful givers?

As did Solomon, spend some time as you conclude today praying for an “understanding
mind”…that you “may discern between good and evil” when it comes to money God has
entrusted to you. Ask God to give you a generous heart that you might become a cheerful
giver.

