In our study today we ﬁnd a group Christians, new to the faith and just beginning to ﬁgure
out how deeply the gospel of Jesus transforms each and every part of life. The Macedonian
Christians described in 2 Corinthians 8 are a shining example of what happens when the
good news of Jesus makes its way into the hearts and lives of a new people group. We have
much to learn from them today.

2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-5
[1] We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the
churches of Macedonia, [2] for in a severe test of aﬄiction, their abundance of joy and their
extreme poverty have overﬂowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. [3] For they gave
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, [4]
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—[5] and this, not as
we expected, but they gave themselves ﬁrst to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.
(ESV)

The Macedonian Church is mentioned by Paul in 2 Corinthians 8 because he sees them as a
gleaming example of what generosity ought to look like in the local church. They are the
church in Corinth’s example and they are ours as well.
Did the church in Macedonia have a great deal of money?
Did their lack of ﬁnancial resources cause them to shy away from generosity?
Generous is generous. Whether you’re rich or poor ﬁnancially, the gospel transforms you
into a person who gives generously. We ought to be careful in assuming that a lack of
resources makes us unable to be generous with our ﬁnances. Inwardly generous people,
bought into the Kingdom of God, ﬁnd ways to be outwardly generous regardless of their
socioeconomic level.
What can we learn from their example in giving generously even in extreme poverty?

Verses 3 & 4 shows us the radical devotion this church possessed when it came to
supporting ministry. They were literally “begging {Paul and his constituents] earnestly for the
favor of taking part in the relief of the saints.” The next verse goes on and shows that Paul
was genuinely surprised by the tenacity they brought to giving.

The church in Macedonia
earnestly begged to play a
part in gospel ministry.

How do people approach giving today in contrast to the Macedonians?
What does their way of giving communicate to the world around them about their belief in
Jesus and His Church?
What does our way of giving communicate to the world around us about our belief in
Jesus and His Church?
Take a moment to marvel at the fact that these people are so enthralled by the gospel that
they considered it a favor to them to get the opportunity to invest in gospel ministry. So
often we give considering it a favor to God and the church. If that’s our mentality we have all
it all wrong.
In reference to verse 5, Pastor Kevin mentioned Sunday that giving was easy for the
Macedonians because they had already given themselves. It’s not diﬃcult to put your
money in the oﬀering plate when you’ve already placed yourself there. When they gave
their life to gospel their money simply followed.
Have you given yourself over fully to Lord and His purposes?
If not, what is holding you back?
As we conclude our discussion on how to be rich towards God, take a moment as an
individual or couple to write down some ways that you’ve been challenged over the past
four weeks of sermons and bible studies. Spend some time writing out some steps you feel
convicted to take in the weeks to come and then faithfully take those steps.

If you need the courage or accountability, please feel free to share your commitments
with the group during this time and we’ll work to encourage you forward. (Leader, please
don’t skip this last line. For many, accountability is the key to growth. Be sure to make
sharing an option)

God we desperately need you to change our outlook on giving. Help us become like the
Macedonians. Help us to see giving as a privilege and not a burden, a favor to us and not a
favor to You and Your church. In so many ways we have gotten this wrong and moving
forward we need Your help. Make us generous inside and out God.

