Do you remember the days before Waze, Google Maps, GPS and Map Quest? In a time
before some of us were born people kept large format maps in their homes and cars. You
would be driving down the road while the person in the passenger seat unfolded a three
foot by three foot map across the dash and squinted to make sure you took the right turn.
These were the days when wives complained about husbands who wouldn’t stop for
directions and your entire trip hinged on the hope that nothing new had been built on the
map since it was printed.
Those day are long gone now, but our need for direction remains. As we begin our study of
The Sermon on the Mount, think of these three profoundly important chapters as a map for
living life in the Kingdom of Heaven.

MATTHEW 5:1-20
[Divide up the passage for the day and read it aloud.]
[1] Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples
came to him.
[2] And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
[3] “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
[4] “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
[5] “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
[6] “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisﬁed.
[7] “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
[8] “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
[9] “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
[10] “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.
[11] “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. [12] Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

[13] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under
people's feet.
[14] “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. [15] Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
[16] In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
[17] “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulﬁll them. [18] For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away,
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. [19] Therefore whoever
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. [20] For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (ESV)

Biblical Historian and Theologian NT Wright oﬀers us some helpful background into verse 1.
He writes,
“In the time of Jesus, the hills above the Sea of Galilee used to be the hang-out for
holy revolutionaries, for outlaws ready to defeat the pagan Romans and to bring in
the kingdom of God—by force if necessary. Nearby is the so called “Mount of
Beatitudes,” the traditional site where Jesus preached his most famous sermon.
When Jesus ﬁrst gave what we now call the Sermon on the Mount, he was staging
something that would look to us much more like a political rally. He was like
someone drumming up support for a new movement, a new great cause.”

Little did Jesus’ listeners know that the kingdom He described would look radically diﬀerent
than any of them had likely imagined. The Kingdom (the dome where Jesus is King) is just as
unique as its King.
The ﬁrst words Jesus utters on the mount are what we call the Beatitudes.

MATTHEW 5:2-12
Historically there are two primary ways the Beatitudes are interpreted.

1 | Virtue
Those who view the Beatitudes as a list of virtues believe that each teaching describes a
virtuous characteristic of someone who lives in the Kingdom.
John R.W. Stott describes it this way, “the beatitudes set forth the balanced and variegated
character of Christian people…the beatitudes are Christ’s own speciﬁcation of what every
Christian ought to be.”1

2 | Announcement
Those who view the Beatitudes as an announcement believe that Jesus is not describing a
particular way to live but rather the condition of various groups of people who are “blessed”
when the Kingdom of Heaven comes to them.
In his classic work, The Divine Conspiracy, Dallas Willard aﬃrms that the beatitudes “are not
teachings on how to be blessed. They are not instructions to do anything. They do not
indicate conditions that are especially pleasing to God or good for human beings.” He goes
on, “they are explanations and illustrations, drawn from the immediate setting, of the present
availability of the kingdom through personal relationship to Jesus. They single out cases
that provide proof that, in Him, the rule of God from the heavens truly is available in life
circumstances that are beyond all hope.”2
Which of these interpretations of the Beatitudes seems correct to you?
Take some time to discuss this as a group.

MATTHEW 5:13-16
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Timothy Keller says, “I think when Jesus says salt and light that means there’s darkness in
the world and we’re being the light and the salt image means that there’s decay in the
culture and we’re being a preservative and we’re keeping the culture from decay.”
Verse 13 calls Kingdom people “the salt of the earth.”
In Jesus’ day people used salt to preserve meat and keep it from decaying.

We are called to preserve the culture God intended for humanity.
How can we as Christians work to keep our culture from decay?
Diluted salt, which has lost its saltiness, is unable to prevent decay.
How can a diluted faith cause Christians to lose their ability to prevent decay in culture?
Have you seen this loss of integrity or “saltiness?” What were the consequences?
+

+

+

In this passage, both salt and light are properties that operate best when engaged in serving
their purpose. Salt preserves meat. Light shines in darkness.

We are called to engage the world we’re in.
Darkness is simply the absence of light.
Decay comes with a lack of salt.
Without Christian engagement, humanity is bound for darkness and decay.
Why is cultural engagement sometimes diﬃcult for Christians?
What can we do to engage, to mix into places of decay and darkness in our world for the
sake of the gospel?
If you have experiences with gospel engagement in dark or decaying places please share
them with our group.
+

+

In verses 14-16 Jesus calls his followers “the light of the world.”
They are to shine the goodness of Jesus out into darkness

We are called to display the light of Jesus to our world.
What sometimes causes Christians to hide their light under a bowl?

+

Jesus instructs us to “let [our] light shine before others. so that they may see [our] good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
How can we intentionally shine our light before others without becoming prideful,
arrogant, or putting on a show?
Our role as Christians is to be directional with our light, making sure that it ultimately draws
the focus of men and women to Jesus.

MATTHEW 5:17-20
[17] “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulﬁll them. [18] For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away,
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. [19] Therefore whoever
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. [20] For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (ESV)
In summary of this passage commentator R.T. France Writes,

“I have not come to set aside the Old Testament, but to bring the fulﬁllment
to which it is pointed. For no part of it can ever be set aside, but all must be
fulﬁlled (as it is now being fulﬁlled in my ministry and teaching). So a
Christian who repudiates any part of the Old Testament is an inferior Christian;
the consistent Christian will be guided by the Old Testament, and will teach
others accordingly. But a truly Christian attitude is not the legalism of the
scribes and Pharisees, but a deeper commitment to do the will of God.”

Jesus fulﬁlled the law in His life, death and resurrection.
Because he lived the perfectly righteous life we couldn’t and willingly took on the
punishment we deserve, though Him we are privileged to become “the righteousness of
God.”
As we conclude today and prepare for next week let us take a moment to thank God for His
good Kingdom and our blood bought citizenship in it.

Father, we so desire to be a people who preserve your goodness in this world, engage the
brokenness of humanity, and display your light for your glory. Thank you for inviting us into
your Kingdom and help us this week as we seek to live as citizens of heaven on earth.

