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Holy Name Province

AROUND THE PROVINCE
On Thursday, June 29, Stella Niagara’s sisters and employees
gathered to celebrate Sr. Lois Marrah’s 100th birthday! Cake
and ice cream were served, flowers and balloons graced the
tables, and songs were sung. Sr. Lois unwrapped her presents
and stood to give a heartfelt speech. She said she never
imagined she would celebrate this day and that she was
overwhelmed by it all. She told us the party was wonderful and
we did “a damned fine job!” We love you Sister Lois!
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Items for the ATP should be sent to
Sr. Theresa Schneider at
stheresa817@yahoo.com by the
10th of each month.
Reminder: there will not be an ATP in August.

FROM

THE

OFFICE

OF

ADVANCEMENT by Barbara Johnson, Director

I had a wonderful afternoon with our health center bowling league at their summer bowling banquet.
We enjoy lunch and some shopping at Gordie Harper’s Restaurant and Bazaar. Our tribute dinner
guests contribute to the outing and always enjoy photos I send along with their thank you note.
Prayer requests come to us in many forms: by mail, telephone, email and through our website.
Please remember all those who look to us to pray for them.
Barbara Johnson

ACTIVITIES

AT

SHA by S. Mara Walton

JULY 2017
The summer holds the usual comings and goings of faculty, staff and coaches.
Carrie Owens has been hired as the new varsity basketball coach. She has
previously coached at North Tonawanda and Cleveland Hill and herself played
for D’Youville College and later coached at D’Youville. Carrie teaches fourth
grade in the Buffalo public schools and is looking forward to her career at SHA.
In planning ahead, the annual Mass for the feast of St. Francis will be celebrated on October 4th at
10 am. We will be sharing with the faculty and students about our 25th celebration of the mission in
Chiapas. Over the past year many have lost friends and members of their family. Each year a Mass
of Remembrance is held on the first Monday of November to celebrate their lives. Mass is at 4 pm
and all are welcome.
The SHA website holds many pictures and videos of activities of each academic year and there is a
Gallery of Graduates that shows all the pictures of the graduation classes. The site can be found at
www.sacredheartacademy.org.
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Center of Renewal Retreat & Conference Center
(716) 754754-7376 (Nancy, ext. 1; Donna, ext. 2; Shelly, ext. 3; Susana; )

WEBSITE: www.stellaniagararetreats.org
E-MAIL: centerofrenewal@stellaosf.org

Upcoming Events: Contact the Center of Renewal (716/754-7376) for more details and retreat fliers
on any of the following retreat events scheduled thus far in 2017:

• SUMMER DIRECTED RETREAT WEEK.
WEEK. August 1212-18, 2017 (Saturday dinner through Friday lunch).
•

•

Spiritual directors for this retreat will be Sr. Marian Baumler, SSMN; Sr. Nancy Fortkort, OSF;
Sr. Donna Lord, GNSH; Sr. Jean Thompson, OSF.
12 - STEPS FOR EVERYONE: How & Why They Work in Everyday Life. December 8
8--10, 2017 (Friday
dinner through Sunday lunch). Enjoy the holiday season with a renewed spirit! The forces that
inspired the 12-Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous are the basic principles of spirituality that have
led to “a new freedom and a new happiness” for millions of people around the world. Designed for
women and men alike, you do NOT need to be a member of a 12-Step group to participate .
CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP typically meets first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm.
Call us for details.

STUDY

OF THE CONSTITUTIONS

by S. Edith, S. Diane G, S. Joey.

CHAPTER III - OUR GROWTH IN COMMITMENT

GOD USES EVERYTHING. GOD ACTS ALWAYS.
CHAPTER IV - STRUCTURE AND GOVERNMENT IN OUR CONGREGATION
THE SEEDS ARE PLANTED…

A GARDEN THAT IS PLANTED… WILL BEAR MANY FLOWERS!
VALUES: Servanthood, member, responsibility, accountability, authority, service, subsidiarity.
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PICTURES FROM AROUND THE PROVINCE
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Thank you!

Dear sisters, associates, and friends,

I’m grateful for your prayers, “get well” cards, visits, flowers, and candy when I was a
patient at St. Mary’s Hospital and later at Memorial Hospital. Many Thanks, S. Marie Altier
I’m grateful for the beautiful Jubilee Mass and all the Masses, prayers, and gifts at my 70th celebration.
You are in my prayers. Prayerfully, S. Marion Karl
Words cannot adequately express my sincere gratitude for the beautiful cards, messages, prayers,
Masses, and gifts I received for my Jubilee. I cherish each and every one.
God is so good. I love you all. – S. Diane Bernbeck
Words cannot express my gratitude for the many thoughtful and generous remembrances for my Diamond
Jubilee. Hearing from our International Community is special. The Liturgy and celebration at Stella was
wonderful. May God bless and reward each of you. S. Marilyn Sue Hopkins
I am deeply grateful to God for the gift of 65 years (68 in reality) as a Franciscan Sister of Penance and
Christian Charity. In many different ways you have accompanied me on this journey. At this time of
Jubilee, I am thankful for each expression of your goodness to me in Masses, cards, gifts of all kinds, and
especially your loving words. Each of you is being placed in the Heart of God. May you be blessed with
deep peace. With gratitude and love, Sister Colette Rhoney

Franciscan Federa on
An organiza on for Franciscans and Franciscan-hearted people.

Bonaventure’s Journey into God
Franciscan Inspira on for the 21st Century”
Recognizing S. Margaret Sullivan, S. Leandra Schiller, and S. Mary Mebane (not pictured)
as educators in the Franciscan tradition.

S. Margaret Sullivan
Holy Name Province

S. Leandra Schiller
Sacred Heart Province
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Making a Commitment to Fighting Racism (excerpts from Assembly 2017)
Presenters: Dr. Amy Reynolds and Dr. Raechele Pope
What can you do to make a difference in our world?
The benefits in my life to fighting racism on an individual, cultural, and institutional level are....
In order to combat racism on an individual, cultural, and institutional level, I will.......
Identify two concrete things you will do in your life to fight racism in your personal and work life as a
result of what you have learned/relearned today.
Steps Toward Becoming White Allies - The international Re-evaluation Counseling Communities
Copyright © 2001-2007

There are many ways for white people to work as allies in eliminating racism. Some of these
include:
Taking visible stands against all forms of racism by both backing anti-racism organizations led
by people targeted by racism as well as standing independently as a white person against
racism;
Working on and eliminating our own racism and healing the places we have been silent and
passive about racism;
Standing against one of the effects of racism by reminding targeted people of their goodness,
intelligence, competence, and the importance of their relationships with on another;
Actively seeking correct information and healing from the ways we have been unaware and
uninformed;
Building long-term friendships with people targeted by racism and challenging the racist
messages of separation, difference, and fear;
Training and building groups of white allies committed to eliminating racism by assisting other
whites to heal the damage done to us by racism;
Understanding that being allies to people targeted by racism is for our own benefit since it
involves reclaiming our full humanity and having a world right for everyone, a world where
everyone matters.
Good and gracious God, who loves and delights in all people, we stand in awe
before You, knowing that the spark of life within each person on earth is the
spark of your divine life. Differences among cultures and races are multicolored
manifestations of Your Light. May our hearts and minds be open to celebrate
similarities and differences among our sisters and brothers. We place our hopes
for racial harmony in our committed action and in Your Presence in our
Neighbor. May all peoples live in Peace. Amen.
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ENTERED NEW LIFE
All praise be Yours, my Lord, through Sister Death, from whose embrace no mortal can escape.

Pray for the repose of the soul of Sister Maria Pierina Merchiori who died on June
25, 2017. Sister Maria was born on December 8, 1925 and was professed on
February 3, 1950. She was a member of the Santa Maria/RS Brazil community.

Sister Heriburg Martha Laarmann was called home to God’s kingdom On July 1,
2017. Sister Heriburg was from the St. Elizabeth convent in Lüdinghausen. She was
born April 21, 1935 and was professed on August 15, 1960. May she rest in peace.

Sister Catharina (Laudelia) Ortolan of Saint Elisabeth Community in São Leopoldo,
RS - Brazil was called home on July 3, 2017. Sister Catharina was born on May 2,
1930 and was professed on February 3, 1952.
Your prayers are kindly requested for the repose of our beloved Sister Maria
Magdalena Anna Góra who died on July 3, 2017. She was a member of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Community in Orlik, Poland. S. Maria Magdalena was born
on February 3, 1925 and was professed on August 18, 1951. May she rest in peace.
God the Lord called home to his kingdom, On July 5, 2017, Sister Bonifa:a Hedwig
Hamacher from the convent of St. Elisabeth, Lüdinghausen, Germany. Sister
Bonifa:a was born on November 29, 1926 and was professed on August 15, 1956.
Let us remember her in our prayers.
Your prayers are kindly requested for the repose of the soul of our beloved Sister M.
Michael Soemija:. Sister M. Michael died on July 5, 2017, as a member of the San
Damiano Convent in Semarang, Indonesia. She was born on July 25, 1935 and
professed on August 5, 1958. Thank you for your prayers said for the peace of her
soul.
Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of our beloved Sister M. Petronella
Liawa:, osf. She died on July 17, 2017 at St. Elixabeth Hospital in SemarangIndonesia. S. Petronella was a member of the San Damiano Convent. She was born
on July 15, 1950 and was professed on December 18, 1979. Thank you for your
prayers said for the peace of her soul.
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SNEP OUTDOORS by S. Margaret Sullivan/Amy Reynolds
Stella Niagara Education Park Update - The 2016-2017
school year came to a close on June 21st but exciting things
are still happening at Stella Niagara Education Park.
On July 17, our annual "It's Our Nature Summer Camp" for
children ages 3-10 years (entering 5th grade in September
2017) will begin. Campers will enjoy games, art, nature, and
science activities including field trips to the Stella Niagara
Preserve.
As the title of
The 8th grade participated
Stella Niagara Education Park participated in the
the camp
in the Erie County
Lewiston Garden Festival, sharing our school
Department of Environment says, it’s our garden on the Garden Walk and entering our
& Planning Rain Barrel
Montessori Sensory Garden into the container
nature to
Contest this spring. Sixtycontest! The Montessori class created a look,
create,
two rain barrels
smell, touch, and taste sensory garden and we
representing fifty-seven
discover,
are proud to say that the garden won 2nd place in
schools were entered in the explore,
the contest.
contest. The 8th grade
grow,
placed Honorable Mention
in the grades 5-8 category
investigate, learn, and play and we are excited to
and were recognized at the share that with the 50 children who have registered
April 20 awards ceremony at
the Albright Knox Art Gallery. for the camp.
The rain barrel will be
placed on campus to collect
water for the many garden
beds at Stella Niagara.

Students will return for the 2017-18 school year on
September 6, 2017. We will continue to build on
integrated Outdoor Education that we began in 2016.
We know that Outdoor Education is beneficial to students in so many ways and a recent article in
Cleveland Magazine speaks to just that:
https://clevelandmagazine.com/education/articles/the-benefits-of-nature-based-learning
The entire school works in our
vegetable and flower garden
throughout the Spring and Fall.
Many people visited our school
garden on the Lewiston Garden
Walk. In 2015-16, Stella Niagara
Education Park took advantage of
NYS DEC School Seedling
Program. Planting and caring for a
tree seedling can help young
people learn about the natural
world and the value of trees in it.
This goes hand in hand with Stella
Niagara’s commitment to nature.
The growing trees serves as a Bird
Habitat and Feeding Station.

Thank you!
A total of $31 was collected from donations for Health Center Activities
during our recent Assembly. Thank you for your support and enjoy the
music from your CD's.
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