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A silent night, a star above,
a blessed gift of Hope and Love be yours.
Dorothy, Eileen, Jolene, and Norine

As prophets and mystics,
may we continue to be a joyful
and peaceful presence
in our world.
~Terri Miklitsch
From afar but near in heart we pray that in
this holy season we will all be carried by the
Peace and love of Christ, unafraid and
nonviolently to fill the world with love from
Margie, Maureen and all at the mission of
St. Clare, Tanzania
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May "Sophia", the Wisdom of Jesus,
guide us as She did Him.
Alice and Mary Catherine

Christmas Blessings to you and
your loved ones!
Peace,
Office of Associates

In this sacred season, grant that we be
good stewards of our inner light, that it
draw others to Jesus, "God with us."
Christmas blessing from
Columbus St. Leo Community!
Sisters Rosina Amicon, Sharon Goodburn,
Barbara Goodridge, Barbara Holtzinger,
Carmen Paris, Margaret Scanlan
and Alberta Wilkes
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Joy resides in the hearts of us who
believe in the miracle of Christmas.
We wish each of you a season filled
with Franciscan blessings and joy.
St. Brendan Associates:
Donna, Carrie, Cindy and Kathy.
New Inquirers:
Vanessa and Elizabeth
Sisters Joanne Fogarty
and Theresa Schneider

“The People who
walked in darkness
have seen a great
light.” Isaiah 9:2
May Jesus, our light,
born to us as gift,
be our hope and guide!
Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
Candy
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May the peace and joy of God’s
Love in the gift of Jesus be with
you and your loved ones this
Christmas and always.

God so loved the world. May you and I and all
of creation always know how much we are
loved. Peace and blessings. Nancy Miller

Marilyn Sue, Mary Caryl, Ruth Ann

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
from Emmanuel Community of Tampa
Lois Dettman, Isabel Acosta,
Quint Quigley, Trish Lindeman,
Norm and Teena Derocher
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May Christ give to you
At this time and always
His peace in your soul,
His Presence in your heart,
His power in your life.
From San Domiano,
Sr. Dolores Marie Schmidt
Sr. Marie Louise Pohlman
EMMANUEL
“In the stillness of the quiet,
if we listen, we can hear
the whisper of the heart giving
strength to weakness,
courage to fear, hope to despair.”
Howard Thurman

Merry Christmas from
Christella and Regina

The gift of love.
The gift of peace.
The gift of happiness.
May all these and more be yours at Christmas.
Diane, Mary, Dolores, Gerry
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“May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.”
The Root of Jesse shall come!
Christmas greetings from
Carm, DeSales and Connie

Dear Sisters and Associates, if I knew how to do it, I'd sing this song to
you on our ATP. Written December 3, 1998, when my ministry prevented me from being home for Christmas, I wrote this Advent-Christmas
song.
A Time Of Waiting
In this time of waiting, much anticipating
We can find a reason, 'tis the season to be loved.
Sharing life together, it's the greatest treasure

Mary and Child
Chalice and Host
Infinite Love
Our Eternal Boast

Can you find a someone, who will need your love today?
When you hear the bells chime, and listen to the Carols
Seeing smiling children, running under, to and fro
Memories of Christmas, cause a tear to happen
Thankful for the gift of long ago.
La-la-la-la-la-la, La-la-la-la-la-a

Merry Christmas!
Clare Crowley

Words are not important for the feeling to go on
La-la-la-la-la-la, La-la-la-la-la-la
Peace and joy this Christmas
And God's blessing with this song.
Your Sister in Poland, Gert Lacki
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Mother of God
Shadowed surrender!
Filled with His splendor,
How did you bear it?
Holding Infinity,
Swaddling Divinity,
How did you dare it?
Georgia Dunn, osf.
I wish each of a Merry Christmas and a very Happy
New Year! Love, Pat McMahon

MEMORIES
FAMILY
FRIENDSHIPS
SNOWFLAKES
PINE TREES
POINTSETAS
QUIET MOMENTS
SPECIAL PRAYERS

WISHING YOU
A VERY MERRY
AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY AND SAFE 2018!

MAY ALL THIS BE A PART OF
YOUR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

JOEY AND MARA

S. THERESA (YOUR ATP EDITOR)
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May we hold hope
for the future
very tenderly
in our hearts
during this New Year.
Your sisters,
Barbara, Betty,
Diane, Maureen

On this Christmas, we wish you peace, a peace that
comes from within. That's the peace that reach the
entire universe. Ss. Claudia, Maria Elena and the
South Florida Associates

O Come all Ye Faithful
May God's love light your way throughout
this special season.
Wishing you all the blessing of
this season throughout the
new year ahead.
Columbus Associate
Group II
Beverley, Bunny, Carrie, Cindy,
Debbie, Debbie, Debbie, Donna,
Jane, Janet, Joylyn, Kathy,
Sandy, Sharon, Susan, Elaine,
Christella and Sisters Alice,
Mary Catherine and Joanne
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At the Diocese of
Columbus Catholic
Schools GALA event
held on November 10,
S. Regina Snyder was
recently honored, along
with others, with the
Virtues 2017 award. Each
honoree was given a
lantern to represent his or
her contribution to
Catholic education in the
Diocese of Columbus.
Each panel of the lantern
is featuring a virtue, the
one shown in this picture is Fortitude. The
artist is Sr. Thoma Swanson, a Dominican
Sister of Peace.

FROM THE OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT by Barbara Johnson, Director
We receive many good wishes from our friends during the holiday season. Here are just a few:
“Sisters, God bless you in this day and always. We love you.” Patty and Robert Samudio
“May you swim in the love of Jesus all the days of your life.” Patricia Bradt
“I wish for you and all of the Sisters of Stella Niagara a wonderful and blessed Christmas. Thank you for all of my
friends you have added to your prayers.” Cheryl Garges Reynolds
“Merry Christmas to all our friends at Stella Niagara. We are thankful for our relationships with The Sisters of
St Francis.” Brion & Pat McDermott

Merry Christmas from Cindy and Barbara in the Advancement Office.

ACTIVITIES AT SHA by S. Mara Walton
During this season the spirit of giving is very present at the Academy. Christmas concerts and dance presentations
fill the auditorium with music and song. Admission for these events is non - perishable food for the Food Bank of
Western New York. Through the organization of the National Honor Society, students and faculty alike reach out to
various groups to provide special holiday treats. Each year homerooms provide toys and gifts for the children in the
families at Gerard Place while the parent gifts are purchased by the faculty. Personal care items are collected as
well for the clients at St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy and children’s toys are placed under the Christmas tree in the
main hall.
Each month this year, the faculty and staff have had the opportunity to take a little time to relax and visit with each
other outside of the school day. For December, a tour of Our Lady of Victory Basilica has been scheduled followed
by a luncheon in a near by restaurant. As part of this gathering there will also be an exchange of gifts by the Secret
Santas of SHA! You are all welcome to join us at the Christmas Mass on December 20 at 10 am.

We are always grateful for stipends for Masses at Stella Niagara.
Please send them to Maura Fortkort.

Page 9

CENTER OF RENEWAL by Nancy Askins

UPCOMING EVENTS/PROGRAMS
LENTEN “LES MISÉRABLES” RETREAT AT CENTER OF RENEWAL
Stella Niagara’s Center of Renewal is pleased to announce a special Thursday through
Sunday weekend retreat during Lent, “LES MISÉRABLES: A LENTEN RETREAT”,
February 22-25, 2018. This unique, reflective, and interactive Lenten retreat will run
from Thursday dinner through Sunday lunch. Pre-registrations are required by
Thursday, February 8th to avoid a late fee. Detailed fliers are available from COR by
calling 716/754-7376 or via the website at www.stellaniagararetreats.org.
Incorporating themes from the famous movie/musical “Les Misérables”, retreatants will
explore the grace of God alongside their fallen state, the opportunities they are given to
experience redemption, and how to be courageous enough to start another chapter in
the story of their lives. During the weekend, retreatants will explore how different
characters of the story, “Les Miserables” can help them reflect not only about their faith
journey during the Lenten season, but will also ponder themes of suffering, forgiveness,
renewal, revolution, and love. The extended weekend retreat will include specific
sessions and group discussions, time for private reflection and contemplation, and liturgical celebrations.
The retreat will be presented by Brother Dan Leckman, SJ, currently serving as spiritual director at the
Ignatius Jesuit Center in Guelph, Ontario Canada.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
From the Center of Renewal
- Nancy, Donna, Shelly, Susana Page 10

LEWISTON TOUR OF HOMES, DECEMBER 2-3, 2017
Historical Association of Lewiston Tour of Homes featured Stella
Niagara as one of Lewiston’s Most Unique and Historic Homes
Over several months, Sisters Lois Badding and Mary Anne Rapp met with
members of the Historical Association planning committee in
preparation for this event. Betty Lamacchia, of California Closets, was
the Senior Design Consultant. Her vision is a world where people are
free to focus on what matters most. She featured a lovely, over-the-top
Tablescape in the SNEP conference room. During the two-day event Sisters Mary Serbacki, Lois Badding,
Mary Anne Rapp, Phyllis Fuest, Lucina Stang, Mary Kay Stahl, Agnes Lucille Schubert, Marcy Kiesel,
Maura Fortkort, Mary Schneider, Nancy Illig, Therese Kinsel, Nancy Fortkort and Peg Sullivan were
available to meet and greet our guests.
With the nice weather, folks came from far and wide, many curious
about “what goes on in this castle”. Visitors came by car or shuttle
from Lewiston. Many took advantage of a visit to the Pottery, often
having to wait in line because of numbers. They asked questions
about SNEP; received information about programs available at the
Center for Renewal; and received a brochure about our Sisters and
the Associate Program. The Chapel was, of course, decorated for
Advent, and many took advantage of the visit and were intrigued by
the art work, the museum, the organ pipes and the stained glass
windows on the convent side. (Yes, these windows, dark since
1969, are once-again lighted and beautiful.)
Altogether there were six “stone houses” on the tour. This was a wonderful opportunity for us, as
hundreds of people toured our home! Later on Sunday afternoon, Sisters Lois and Mary Anne were given
an opportunity to hop on the shuttle and enjoy other historic homes and some refreshment provided at
the Niagara Crossing Hotel in Lewiston.
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Sabbath and Education Requests
“In Jesus we share concern for one another and help one another to become mature Christian women.
Yet each of us takes first responsibility for her own growth, realizing that it is possible only through the
Spirit.” Constitutions, Chapter III, #30
It is that time of year when we begin to consider Sabbath or Education Requests
for our next fiscal year, 2018-2019.
Many of our sisters have enjoyed
spiritually enriching programs and courses over the years!
If you are considering a personal enrichment program or course, contact Sister Jolene Ellis at
Stella Niagara, ext. 9765# or jellis@stellaosf.org. for an application form.
The request form is due no later than Friday, February 3, 2018

Notes of Thanks
My gratitude to all who extended sympathy in any way, cards, calls or Masses in the loss of my sister- inlaw Angie Rhoney. On December 6, the Elderwood Home where Angie had lived called to tell us that she
had won a $35 for the Buffalo Bills football pool she had entered ...Thank you for your caring.
S. Colette Rhoney
As my Jubilee year comes to a close, I want to thank all the Sister and associates for their prayers gifts and Masses. It
has been truly a year of favor from the Lord. Gratefully, S. Maura Fortkort
Sisters all, Thank you for your continued prayerful support. After almost five years as Pastoral Care Coordinator in
our Stella Niagara Health Center, I have resigned from that position. I will continue to assist with funeral arrangements and extra driving needs until this position is filled. As many of you already know, this was not an easy decision
but is necessary at this time, for personal reasons. With strong support from the Stella community, I have agreed to
continue my ministry as house coordinator. Mary Anne Rapp, osf

ENTERED NEW LIFE : S. Joanne Killey, a member of Guadalupe Community,
Sacred Heart Province, died on December 6, 2017. She was born January 24,
1924 and was professed on August 18, 1950 with St. Francis Province and
transferred to Sacred Heart Province in 1967. May she rest in peace!
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FROM THE ARCHIVES by S. Mary Serbacki
For a number of years now, we at Stella Niagara have been blessed by visits from
representatives of St. Ann’s Hospital, Westerville, OH. These members of the administrative,
medical, foundation, and hospital staffs come to keep in touch with and learn more about their
“roots” in the Sisters of St. Francis.
As early as 1905 the sisters had been asked to take over a foundling asylum in the Columbus
diocese. Although the initial reaction of the German provincial was to refuse because the work was
outside the scope of the usual charitable works done by the sisters, “the pressing need outweighed
tradition, and the new apostolate was accepted.” [Archer, 1987] Beginning in 1908 the sisters faithfully
served the mothers and children and later general hospital patients until the 1990s when Holy Name
Province terminated its participation in the Mt. Carmel Health System.
When the visitors come, one of their highlights is a visit to the province archives where they
pore over early St. Ann’s documents including the original chronicle and photographs. During the
recent visit in November, the following chronicle selections caught my eye as good material for our
December ATP and, although not of the earliest time period, the photographs of later generations of
St. Ann’s children celebrating Christmas testify to the continuing generosity of friends and
benefactors in Columbus.
From the “Chronicle of the St. Ann’s Infant Asylum, Columbus, Ohio”

The first Christmas Day at St. Ann’s was a most joyous one for the Sisters and their little charges. Many
generous people tried to make it a day of great rejoicing for the little homeless babies. Mr. and Mrs. Albert
Joyce who had just lost their own little child devoted the money
which would have been spent on him to the Christmas treat for the
infants.
A splendid tree was put up and trimmed in the
Kindergarten, while all around, the tables were loaded with
presents. The Right Rev. Bishop and several priests came to the
celebration on Christmas evening when the little ones recited and
sang for their kind visitors, and it was quite a hard job to induce the
children to leave their toys when bed-time came. (1908)

Christmas time once more brought many
delights to the little ones. Our tree was lighted up
with electric bulbs. Right Rev. Bishop, Rev. Father
Goldschmidt and Rev. Father O’Neil came to assist
at the Christmas tree celebration. There were many
presents donated again this year.
. . . We began the new year with fifty little ones and
four patients. (1909)
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ANOTHER VOICE FROM THE PAST
Last year Mother Gerard dropped in to express her disappointment with the failure of some
convents to keep accurate records. This year she was unable to make it,
but Mother Lidwina took it upon herself to pen a reminder to one and all:
With this letter I am sending the forms to be used when you send
your annual report at the end of the year. . . . I greatly appreciated
your promptness in sending in your annual report last year and I will
be very grateful if you act with the same promptness this year. . .
The chronicle . . . should be sent in with the annual account.
[letter of October 20, 1939]

It is that time of year again and community chroniclers and individuals are requested to send in all
information in a timely manner—please submit all materials by January 30, 2018. Chroniclers
are reminded that directions regarding format, copies, etc. are to be found in the chronicle guide
which each community should have on hand.

DIRECTORY UPDATES:
♦ S. Mara Walton: New cell phone # is 716-940-1926
♦ S. Dorothy Mueller: please change my work phone number to: 716-828-9622.
It's a direct line into my office.

♦ S. Agnes Lucille Schubert: new email address: agnesschubert31@yahoo.com
♦ Associate Miriam Chong: new address: 3894 NW 4th Street; Miami, FL 33126
♦ S. Mary Anne Rapp: remove from Health Center listing (pg. 5)
remove as Health Center, Pastoral Care (pg. 18)

♦ S. Maria Elena Larrea: new email address: smelarreaosf@gmail.com
♦ S. Mary Kay Stahl: new email address: mkstahl@stellaosf.org
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Providence Fund Grant Requests
Notice: New forms are needed for Providence Fund requests
If you need an application form or a form to write a statement of support as a Sister or Associate,
please contact Laurie Marshanke providencefundosf@gmail.com or at 716-225-6938.
The Trustees of the Providence Fund remind the Sisters and Associates of Holy Name Province that
applications requesting grant funds from the Providence Fund must be received at
Stella Niagara no later than April 1, 2018. Applications received after that date will not
be considered. Applications will be reviewed in May and applicants will be notified whether or not
they received funding by June 1, 2018. Grant money will be disbursed in September 2018.
Please send grant applications on the revised forms to:
providencefundosf@gmail.com
or by standard mail to:
Providence Fund Trustees
4421 Lower River Road
Stella Niagara, NY 14144
Grantee reports accounting for grant money received in September 2017 are due on April 1, 2018.
New applications for 2018 cannot be processed until the grantee report is in. Grantee reports should
be sent to the above mentioned email or address. If a copy of the grantee report is needed please
contact Laurie Marshanke.
Providence Fund Stipend Requests
Sisters of Holy Name Province who are applying to the Providence Fund for a stipend for their
ministry must first send a letter of request to the Provincial Council. The Sister should include with
her request letter, a support letter from her immediate supervisor and a completed Providence Fund
“Application for a Sister’s Stipend” form. In the letter of request, the Sister should include a brief
summary of her work with the materially poor, and whether you are you asking for full, ½, or ¼
stipend.
If the Provincial Council approves the request, the Council will forward the completed “Application
for a Sister’s Stipend” to the Providence Fund secretary along with their approval for that particular
Sister. The Sister’s request letter and letter from her immediate supervisor will be retained in the
Sister’s file by the Council. The Sister’s application for a stipend will go to the Trustees for
consideration at their annual May meeting and then be retained in the Providence Fund file.
Please send stipend requests to the Provincial Council by February 1, 2018. Any
questions please contact S. Marygrace Polino at 716-754-4311, ext. 635
or Laurie Marshanke at 716-225-6938.
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Cultivating NONVIOLENT Peace
Let us remember that nonviolence begins within one’s self. Our attitudes animate our spirit and life.
Let us pray for a loving, nonviolent inner longing for peace.
O God of Compassion and Peace, bless us with an awareness of your presence within us. We are
grateful, O Compassionate, peaceful God, for your presence and ask to be open and receptive to your call
to be a nonviolent presence in the world.
Facing Violence:
Whether we like it or not, most of us are enrolled in a class called Violence 101. This class is not
confined to a particular setting or time of day. Nobody asks if we want to attend. We don’t need letters of
reference or a high grade point average. It is taught everywhere, open to all. Our teachers are the media,
with their flow of violent images and messages, and our society’s values of consumerism, rugged
individualism and superiority. Sometimes we receive extra tutoring from our family and co-workers. We
take special workshops when our country goes to war or when violence erupts in the streets. Consciously
or not, we are continually being schooled in the logic and practice of emotional, verbal, physical or
structural violence.
The great illusion of violence is that it will solve our problems decisively. Unfortunately, conflicts
often do not end when violence is used; they generally continue to smolder or escalate.
The Nonviolent Alternative:
Woundedness lies at the roots of violence in ourselves, in others, and in our culture. Active
nonviolence comes face to face with these wounds…active nonviolence makes contact with the
sacredness that lies deeper than our wounds. This sacredness is the presence of God who longs for our
wholeness. It is where our truest selves live…it is the spiritual center where we come to our senses,
recover our balance, and reclaim our humanity.
By facing our woundedness and acknowledging our sacredness, active nonviolence prepares us to
address the conflicts we face in our lives and in the life of the world. We are able to see the woundedness
and the sacredness of those with whom we struggle. We are able to:
∗ Let go of our tradi onal scripts and allow our truest self to be fully present
∗ Crea vely interrupt the cycle of retaliatory violence
∗ Acknowledge and safeguard the humanity of the opponent as well as our own
∗ Iden fy and struggle nonviolently for an agreement that respects all par es.
Taken from From Violence to Wholeness by Ken Bu gan
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