
 

Page 1 of 5  February 2017 

 

 

Luke-Dorf “Clover Court” Development  
Facts and FAQ 

[2.13.2017] 
Project Mission: 
Our mission on the “Clover Court” project is to collaborate with Washington County, local neighbors and 
business owners to best serve and support our community’s most vulnerable people. These men and 
women simply need the support of the community to live in a stable environment where they can flourish. 
Communities throughout the Portland Metro region thrive when diversity and compassion are the 
foundation of their neighborhoods. 

Details: 
 The proposed location for Clover Court is at the intersection of SW Bany Rd. and SW 170th Ave. 
 The Washington County Housing Services Department selected this site from the counties surplus 

property inventory because it was deemed appropriate for the project size and for the nearby 
amenities (e.g., 170th is a bus line, which is crucial to this population). 

 Clover Court would have three duplexes with six studio apartments. 
 Additionally, Clover Court would have a fourth building that will provide onsite laundry and a 

community room. 
 Clover Court aims to support single adults who are living with mental illness and have been identified 

as chronically homeless. 
 The homes would be permanent supportive housing. 
 Residents would have landlord/tenant lease agreements similar to other rentals in the Portland Metro 

area. 
 Luke-Dorf’s Property Management would run criminal background checks on all applicants and screen 

for serious criminal behavior. 
 Applicants with sexual criminal backgrounds would not be eligible to live at Clover Court. This complies 

with Oregon State Law and Luke-Dorf’s own housing policy. 
 Individuals who self-identify as having significant substance-use issues would be referred to alternative 

housing programs that would better fit their recovery needs. 
 Luke-Dorf aims to begin construction in June 2017, with Clover Court completed and occupied by 

March 2018. 
 Luke-Dorf would offer onsite services to connect individuals to opportunities including therapeutic, 

educational and employment resources. 
 The consultant partner is Scott Edwards Architecture. 
 Total project cost is approximately $1,000,000. 
 Luke-Dorf has already secured more than $413,000 from the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD). 
 Additional anticipated funding sources include: 

a. $300,000 from HOME (Federal Grant Program)  
b. $100,000 loan from a private lender (Pacific Continental) 
c. $300,000 value in land donated by Washington County 
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FAQ: 
Q1. What is the purpose of the proposed housing project? 

A1. The vision behind Clover Court is to develop six studio apartments that will provide housing to chronically 
homeless individuals in Washington County.  
These homes are designed to provide permanent, affordable and stable housing for people who have 
experienced chronic homelessness and who live with mental illness. The proposed six studio apartments will 
offer a healthy environment for several of Washington County’s most vulnerable individuals to live 
independently and prosper in a community of opportunity and support.  
 
Q2. What type of residents will live there? 

A2. These studio apartments aim to support men and women in our community who have experienced chronic 
homelessness and have a mental health diagnosis. All potential residents will need to meet screening criteria to 
ensure they are a positive and healthy fit for the community and, in turn, that renting at Clover Court is most 
appropriate for their level of independence, ability and need.  
 
Q3. How will prospective residents be screened?  

A3. Luke-Dorf’s property management team will use an external screening company to complete background 

checks on all potential residents for the location. 

The authorized screening company will run background, credit and reference checks on all applicants and 
screen for serious criminal behavior. Any applicants who have been convicted of felony level crimes or have a 
pattern of arrests or problematic behaviors will not be eligible to live at Clover Court; nor will any applicants 
who use illegal drugs or who have felony level drug convictions. 
 
For a full overview of the screening process, please contact Luke-Dorfs Housing Operations Coordinator at 
wallen@luke-dorf.org. 
 
Q4. Will there be sex offenders or individuals living at Clover Court under court order?  

A4. No, Luke-Dorf would be screening out all sex offenders to meet Oregon State Law and Luke-Dorf residential 
housing policy. Clover Court would not be a residential treatment facility, and would not house court-ordered 
residents. All residents would be on a regular landlord/tenant lease agreement, similar to other rental 
properties. 
 
Q5. What will Luke-Dorf do to ensure the neighborhood is safe?  

A5. There is a common misconception that people who struggle with mental illness are a safety threat to 

others. The vast majority of men and women living with severe mental illness are more likely to be victims of 

crime than commit crimes against others.  

mailto:wallen@luke-dorf.org
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The main focus for this small community is to support Washington County’s most vulnerable men and women 

in the community who have experienced chronic homelessness and have a mental health diagnosis. 

The residents of Clover Court would be able to live independently while accessing Luke-Dorf’s services such as 

mental health support, medication management, daily living skills, education, income and employment 

assistance, physical health needs and peer support. These “wrap-around” services would be tailored to each 

person’s individual needs and goals. 

Feel free to learn more about misconceptions of people with mental illness at 

https://www.mentalhealth.gov/basics/myths-facts/  

Q6. How were the neighboring residents and business owners notified? 

A6. The Washington County Housing Authority provided a public notice of the property transfer in the 
“Beaverton Valley Times,” on January 5th. County Commissioner Dick Shoulten also provided a letter, on 
January 16, to neighborhood residents, explaining the land donation and how it aligns with the County’s Ten-
Year Plan to work toward Ending Homelessness in Washington County. In addition, Luke-Dorf has discussed the 
project with multiple neighbors, businesses and community members to help clarify the scope and intent.  
 
For more information on the Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness, please visit: 
http://www.co.washington.or.us/Housing/EndHomelessness/a-road-home.cfm 
 
Luke-Dorf and the Washington County Housing Authority will host a public board meeting on Tuesday, 
February 21st at 6:30 PM at Mountain View Middle School (17500 SW Farmington Road, Aloha), to address 
community questions and concerns regarding Clover Court. 
 
Q7. Will there be a grievance process for neighbors to register concerns about resident activities? 
 
A7. Neighbors and citizens are always able to call into Luke-Dorf’s general line (503-726-3690) to access any 
department, including property management. Luke-Dorf’s policy is to respond to any communication within 24 
business hours, and has a full time dedicated property manager and maintenance team who can go onsite to 
respond to a variety of concerns, whether they be up keep, environmental, or lease violation issues.  
 
Q8. How will the property be maintained to protect neighborhood property values and appearance? 

A8. Luke-Dorf has a maintenance team that works in conjunction with outside contractors to ensure all 
properties are maintained properly.  
 
Luke-Dorf homes go through a variety of annual government audits to ensure all homes meet certain quality 
criteria.  
 
 
 

https://www.mentalhealth.gov/basics/myths-facts/
http://www.co.washington.or.us/Housing/EndHomelessness/a-road-home.cfm
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Q9. How will the homes be designed and how many are planned for this space? 

A9. The proposed design plan calls for three single-story duplexes, creating a total of six studio apartment units 
which is the maximum allowed by the R5 zoning of the property. The studio apartments will be 400 square-feet 
each. There will also be a community and laundry room on site for residents to gather and for Luke-Dorf staff 
to provide support and resources. 
 
Q10. Why would the County donate the property rather than sell it? 

A10. Washington County has a long-standing policy that allows the Board of Commissioners to transfer 

ownership of surplus property to the County Housing Authority and to non-profit organizations like Luke-Dorf 

in support of creating and managing affordable homes. This is one way the County can address the critical 

shortage of affordable housing and leverage additional resources to prevent homelessness.  

Q11. What other parcels were considered for this project, and why was this site selected?  

A11. In this case, there were three parcels in the County inventory that matched the acreage needed but two of 
them could not be developed, due to existing water quality facilities. This left the parcel at SW 170th and Bany, 
which has multiple characteristics that are ideal for supporting the population that the project is intended to 
serve.  
 
The project sits on a main public transit line, is close to commercial and recreational opportunities, and is near 
a variety of social service providers. These homes are intended for Washington County’s most vulnerable. 
Stable, healthy communities like Clover Court are critical to the success of residents living a safe and healthy 
life.  
 
Q12. What services will be provided to the people living at Clover Court? If those people need help, no 
matter what time, how do they connect with Luke-Dorf? 
 
A12. If a prospective tenant passes the Luke-Dorf property management screening and application and decides 
to move into a unit, they would meet with the Luke-Dorf Property Manager to understand and sign the 
relevant leasing documents. During this first meeting, Luke-Dorf Clinical Staff would join to discuss the 
individuals situation and offer to connect them with a variety of services and supports to help them thrive and 
remain stable in their housing.  
 
In addition, Luke-Dorf staff would supply them with the Luke-Dorf on-call after hours phone which is carried at 
all times by a master’s degree level clinician as well as with the information for the Washington County Crisis 
and Suicide Prevention Hotline phone numbers, which operate 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
 
Finally, Luke-Dorf would utilize the Washington County Sheriff Office’s Mental Health Response Team as a 
resource for tenants, Luke-Dorf staff, and area residents in any potential times of crisis. To learn more about 
the MHRT please visit: http://www.co.washington.or.us/Sheriff/MentalHealthResponse/index.cfm 

http://www.co.washington.or.us/Sheriff/MentalHealthResponse/index.cfm
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Q13. Why is a mental health clinic building homes? 

A13. Luke-Dorf is aware of the significant shortage of affordable housing in the Portland Metropolitan Area 
and Washington County. As a mental health agency, the safety and security of stable housing aligns with Luke-
Dorf’s mission to promote lasting wellness for those in need of housing and the broader community.  
 
Housing is one of the key factors in supporting anyone living with a disability. Without stable and affordable 
housing, people are unable to engage in employment, education and therapeutic goals. Luke-Dorf has found 
that operating a variety of affordable housing in combination with therapeutic, clinical support, creates a 
positive environment in which people thrive. 
 
Q14. How can neighbors be assured that their children will be safe? 

A14. Washington County and Luke-Dorf take this issue seriously and work closely with schools, church and 

community leaders as well as the Sheriff’s Office on matters of neighborhood safety. The men and women 

seeking a home at Clover Court want to be a part of a stable and safe community. It is through the 

collaboration of all neighbors and businesses that a community succeeds and this particular neighborhood is 

an example of a compassionate and a positive environment.  

Q15. In 2010 an individual at a Luke-Dorf Hillsboro location committed horrific crimes. How can you 
guarantee something like that won’t happen at Clover Court?  
 
A15. That incident was truly tragic. The individual involved in that incident was referred via the court system to 
live in the facility and did not have a history of sexual crimes or violence. Luke-Dorf has made necessary 
changes to ensure similar incidents can be avoided in the future. 
 
Clover Court is different from that location in multiple ways, including not being eligible for individuals who use 
illegal drugs and/or who have committed serious crimes, including sexual and drug related offenses. 
Safe and stable communities are our primary focus, both for our residents and their neighbors. We will 
continue to collaborate closely with schools, church and community leaders as well as the Sheriff’s Office on 
matters of neighborhood safety. 
 
Clover Court aims to fill a gap in the affordable housing rental market that also offers “wrap-around” support 

services to chronically homeless residents with mental illness. Success in this mission depends on safety and 

collaboration throughout the community.  

 
 


