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Don’t Settle is an invitation for young people to ‘kick the dust’ off heritage 
and to be active in not letting it settle. 

Don’t Settle work with 16-25 year olds from to change the voice of 
heritage. 

Don’t Settle aims to improve representation and ensure young people of 
colour are reflected within the organisations which tell the stories of 

Birmingham and the Black Country.

Free Radical What We Do



Free Radical Where we sit

Founded in February 2013, the Beatfreeks 
Collective is a group of 3 companies using 

creativity for good, based in the heart of 
Birmingham.

They’re made up of Doink, Young Giant, 
and Free Radical.

Free Radical is an art activism platform 
giving young people space, mentally, 

digitally and physically, to tell stories about 
themselves and the world. 

Free Radical run 9 projects which include 
multidisciplinary development 

programmes and events.

Don’t Settle is one of the 9 Free Radical 
projects. The National Lottery Heritage 

Fund is supporting 12 projects under ‘Kick 
the Dust’.  

These projects challenge organisations to 
improve youth engagement, actively inviting 

young people to kick the dust off heritage 
and not let it settle. 



Free Radical Partners

Partners and Funding

Funder

National Lottery Heritage Fund

Partners

Years 1-3
Birmingham City University (BCU)
Birmingham Museums Trust (BMT)
Chance Glass Works Heritage Trust (CGWHT)

Year 2
Roundhouse Birmingham

Year 3
Museum of London (potential partner)
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Programmes
Young people will explore the notion of reclaiming spaces, 
exhibitions, and ultimately historical narratives through art. 

Exploring the impact of industrialism and empire on heritage, they 
will connect that to their heritage and their communities in order to 

create structures, processes and projects which future proof 
heritage for the communities of tomorrow. 

The project consists of two development programmes for young 
people to get involved with as Curators or Directors. Curators will 

focus on creating two artistic events throughout the year in 
response to the partner sites, facilitated by weekly workshops and 
an artist in residence. Directors will collaboratively work together 
to design new youth engagement structures to implement into the 

partner organisations. 

We will be working with partners such as Birmingham Museums 
Trust, Chance Glass Works Heritage Trust, Birmingham City 

University and Roundhouse Birmingham. 

Reclaim

Connect

Future-proof

Objectives



Refurbishment 
and callout 

One of the Curator groups of Don’t 
Settle have been working on the 
refurbishment of Soho House.  

This artist commission has been 
designed by the young people who 
are our Curators. 



Soho House 
Soho House currently stands as a heritage site owned by 
BMT presenting the Georgian home of the Birmingham 

industrialist Matthew Boulton. 

Presently, the histories explored in the house are 
centred around Boulton’s industrial legacy as a 

businessman and inventor. 

With 45% of visitors of Soho House being from outside of 
Birmingham and the majority being over the age of 55, 
our role as the Don’t Settle Curators is to connect the 

house to the Handsworth community through exploring 
the histories of Handsworth as well as the impact of 

industrialism and empire on heritage. 

 Soho House



Soho House 
Our plan is to connect the legacy of Matthew Boulton to the legacy 

that is Handsworth in its current state as a result of its migrant 
communities. 

We are doing this through the theme of innovation. 

Although Boulton may have sparked innovation in the area of 
Handsworth, the settlement of Afro-Caribbean and South Asian 

communities has resulted in the innovation of music in the form of 
reggae and bhangra, as well as the influx of local businesses. By 

looking at themes such as music, local women in business as well as 
the consequences of innovation, we hope to bridge the gap between 

the Georgian house and community which surrounds it.

As Curators, we will be implementing these changes through a 
reinterpretation of the house, this will include the addition of a 

photography series, a film, the replacement of historical artefacts and 
an update of the current tours. 

This reinterpretation will last at least a year.

 Soho House



The Call 
The design must take into account imperative 
Don’t Settle values such as:

● The reclaiming of heritage spaces that 
have traditionally excluded minoritised 
communities.

● The importance of presenting 
alternative narratives in heritage sites 
and museums. 

● The valuable position that young 
people of colour play in telling these 
narratives and how they will carry the 
work forward. 

A paid opportunity for a textiles artist to create 
two textiles pieces that will be hung in the foyer 
of Soho House as part of the refurbishment.

Don’t Settle would like to commission a textile 
artist to create two seperate textile pieces of 1m by 
2.4m to hang vertically on display in the entryway 
of Soho House. The first piece must be a visual 
interpretation of innovation that the house 
connects to in the past - such as its changing state 
as a house or Matthew Boulton’s contribution to 
the industrial revolution. The second piece must 
refer to innovation in contemporary Handsworth up 
to the present day, referring especially to the wider 
community.

Free Radical The Call



Display Information

The two textiles pieces will be hung in the entryway of Soho 
House on either side of the door to the Lunar Room. In the 

image provided (left), they will be displayed in the curvature of 
the wall on either side of the pillar. 

The pieces will be displayed on a freestanding mount supplied 
by BMT. The artist must ensure the pieces can be suspended 

from a baton and consider how the material will hang. A 
discussion with staff and site visit before production begins is 

required.

 Display Info



Please send your portfolio and a proposal for the piece of up to 2 sides of 
A4 to sharan@beatfreeks.com.

The successful candidate will be selected by our Curators. You will be 
contacted by Sharan regarding the status of your application.

@WeDontSettle
@_WeDontSettle

Free Radical How to apply

To apply
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