“…Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you
Will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6)
MONDAY MAY 29, 2017

Today is democracy day in Nigeria!
Happy Monday Morning from your extended family at Susana Homes! We hope your Memorial
Day celebration has gone well and you are getting some much needed rest! We join you to
remember all those who gave their lives for others and we join you to honor those who served
but are still on this side of the divide! We are proud to call ourselves your friend and family!
Several thousand miles from your shores, Nigeria also has a holiday today.
Today is democracy day---a day on which we are supposed to celebrate
freedom from autocratic and tyrannical rule! However, and as many in
Nigeria will tell you today, it is hard to celebrate freedom of any kind when there is galloping
inflation and when many have not been paid their salaries for months! So many Nigerians call
today “Demostcrazy day! They are right. It is the craziest day and it is the craziest thing for a
nation and for rulers to watch its people---especially children die of hunger and of treatable
childhood ailments that should not kill anyone while those rulers amass wealth for themselves
and for their offspring to the hundredth generation! It is sad and it is a shame; to say the least!

Nevertheless, we have hope and we trudge on trusting in God’s promises that He will be with
us till the end of time. At Susana Homes and Right Steps we believe Romans 8:38-39 “that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord!” We believe this with all our hearts and
we work and serve with this assurance. We are God’s people and we join the rest of the
suffering masses of Nigeria to celebrate our democracy in Christ today. We celebrate our
freedom from bondage to sin and corruption through the grace of
God, and we celebrate the hope we have in Christ Jesus. As a good
friend reminded me lately, “it is easier to light a candle than to
complain about the darkness!”
As part of our family, you have helped us light and hold up our
candles for 19 years now. With our candles in our hands, and
though the darkness still surrounds us, we can see and we are
charting a course through this darkness. We are teaching our
young a better democracy—democracy and freedom to only take
your fair share of stuff, to speak the truth always even when you may have to suffer for it,
freedom to not cheat, to work hard so that you will have something to share with those who
have not, freedom to be our brothers’ keeper, to love one another, and freedom to love the
Lord our God with all our heart! That is the kind of democracy and freedom we want and that is
what we are determined to teach and to celebrate, no matter how difficult our circumstances
may be.
Back in April, Right Steps Christian Schools at Susana Homes
conducted its annual students’ government elections. This goes
on for 2 weeks, starting with a speech by the principal of the
school and the electoral commissioner. After this the students
present their manifestos and the campaign begins. On the last
Friday of this 2-week campaign,
voting is done---free and fair! The
best students win---both boys and
girls having been given equal opportunity to campaign for the
posts they believe they qualify for.
On the first Sunday of the following
month, the new government is sworn in at a dedication service at
the Church of Christ at Susana Homes. Parents are usually present
as the old government hands over to the incoming one and
prayers of dedication are said as these young people begin their
lessons on governance and civic responsibilities. This is part of our
education of the many boys and girls who enter our school at
about the age of 11/12 and are there until they are 17/18. We have not solved all the problems
of Nigeria yet, but we are optimistic that the God who rewards genuine and honest hard work
will definitely bring bountiful harvest to our efforts! HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY AMERICA AND
HAPPY DEMOCRACY DAY, NIGERIA!

OUR COMPUTER LAB IS UP AND RUNNING!
When you are fighting for today’s meal and you are afraid that if your young child gets malaria
and you may not be able to afford an analgesic for that child let alone the malaria pill that is
needed, it is hard to think of tomorrow, let alone five years down the road! Even when you are
blessed as much as we are at Susana Homes and somebody steps in to help you provide the
means for beginning to think and plan for tomorrow, you have no structure to hold up
whatever you have been given. There is hardly any electricity to speak of, no running water,
and no roads to get your products to the market, even if you had any! You must provide all of
these for yourself if you need them. Electricity that comes and goes, power surges, and of
course the ever present moisture in the air, makes it a sure thing that things like computers can
only last a few months and you are back to where you started—without them!
So Susana Homes and Right Steps Christian Schools have
been without working computers for the longest time. But
God in His infinite grace and abundant provision has once
again provided. For the last 18 months, Right Steps Christian
Schools has saved every penny it could and this last Friday
we were able to purchase 10 fairly used desk top computers,
2 USB to help us hold power, some power surge protectors,
extension cords etc. and in the hope that we can use these
10 computers for a reasonable length of time, and before we begin to worry again! Computer is
compulsory school subject (through to 12th grade). It is our earnest prayer that the God of all
blessings will use what little we have provided to prepare our children for the better and for
tomorrow. Join us to pray this prayer of thanks to the God who provides and who takes care of
our most deserving needs!
WOULD YOU COME?
Susana Homes, Right Steps Christian Schools at Susana Homes,
The Dr. Henry Memorial Clinic at Susana Homes, the Church of
Christ at Susana Homes, and our several mini-projects serve
approximately 500 children Monday through Friday and about
250 children and adults Saturday and Sunday. Considering the
population of Nigeria, this is like a drop in the bucket! However
and whenever we are blessed with the presence of our
wonderful friends and short-term missionaries from the United
States, we are able to serve many more—as much as one to two
thousand more for every day that the missionaries are with us!
These short term missionaries spend on the average 8 to 14
days with us—serving and teaching alongside our older children
and local support that are always eager to “learn”.
Unfortunately and perhaps justifiably so, we are experiencing a
drop off in the frequency and the number of those who come to
assist us. Mission work, from the time of the apostle Paul has always been fraught with
difficulties, danger, and uncertainty. Yet missionaries and those whom the good Lord has called
have always found ways to do His bidding! Things as we know have not changed much over the
centuries as far as the lives of missionaries go. And of course the truth is that it is not everyone
that can undertake this arduous task!

And so today we reach out and we call on all those who feel called, those whose hearts are
touched, and those who seek to answer “the Macedonian call” against all odds, to consider the
work at Susana Homes in Nigeria as they plan and as they seek to do the Lord’s bidding this
year or next.
Right Steps, Inc. out of Atlanta, Georgia organizes 2-3 trips every year to Susana Homes. The
first trip of the year takes place between the last week of February and the first week of
March—(approximately February 23 to March 10). This group does quite a bit of evangelist
work—leadership training/workshops, campaigns, and staff development programs.
The second trip takes place somewhere in the months of May, June, or July. Sometimes this
second trip has been moved to about September depending on who is in the group. This group
often is Susana Home’s work group—doing much needed repairs on vehicles and the physical
facility, teaching woodwork, animal husbandry, and maintenance skills to the older children and
staff of Susana Homes and Right Steps Christian schools.
The third trip takes place in December; any time from December 15 to January 5. This group
“skips Christmas” as they know it and actually experiences Christmas at Susana Homes—playing
Santa and giving the staff of Susana Homes a much needed break from 24/7 childcare and
housekeeping! Basically this group is the encouragement group—strengthening the staff and
breaking the monotony of our lives at Susana Homes. They bring the Christmas cheer and joy
and they offer hope and motivate the staff to keep on keeping on as the saying goes!
Right Steps and Susana Homes as well as many other
mission efforts around the world are -- because loving and
caring Christians around the world have never been afraid
to step out of their boats of comfort. These brave men and
women literally step into the lions’ den just so one perishing
child of God can be snatched to the glory of God. We do not
take these sacrifices for granted. We live for the day when
there will no longer be a need for missionary work and
when all nations may have heard and accepted the gospel
and the love of God! But until that day comes, we plead that you—wonderful friends and family
of Susana Homes and Right Steps, Inc. -- remember that
WOULD YOU COME?
we still have work to do and that we are, because you
2017 TRIPS
have loved us!
WORK AND MEDICAL MISSIONS JULY 14 – 26, 2017
ENCOURAGEMENT TEAM

DEC. 14 – 30, 2017

Here is a rough guide to planned trips for the remainder of
2018 TRIPS
this year and for the next 3 years. Remember us as you
EVANGELISM TEAM
FEB. 22 – MAR. 5, 2018
WORK AND MEDICAL MISSIONS JULY 19-31, 2018
plan to serve in the next 3 years. Contact our US
ENCOURAGEMENT TEAM
DEC. 13-28, 2018
Administrator Sarah Oats sarah@rightsteps.org or 7702019 TRIPS
313-6216 for more information concerning our proposed
EVANGELISM TEAM
FEB. 21 – MAR. 4, 2019
trips to Susana Homes in Southeastern Nigeria. You can
WORK AND MEDICAL MISSIONS JULY 18-31, 2019
ENCOURAGEMENT TEAM
DEC. 19 -28, 2019
also get more information on our web page
www.rightsteps.org
May the rewarder of all good deeds reward you abundantly as you serve and as you wait for His
glorious appearing!

REMEMBER!
I GO TO BOSTON (AS AFRICAN MISSIONARY AMBASSADOR) JUNE 9-18, 2017

Yes, the time is almost upon us! In just 9 days, I will travel to Boston Massachusetts to
represent the African continent at the Come Before Winter—renewal for women in missions!
I will get to carry the cloak of Paul which I received in Namibia, Southern Africa, in March to
Boston to hand it over to a North American ministry servant who will take it to the next
renewal somewhere else in the world.
Come Before Winter has benefited me and renewed me as a worker and servant of the Most
High God in Africa twice. It has done the same for many other women around the world. On
this very trip to Boston I get to serve with the amazing women that put up this program and
as a team member. As a team member and as the African missionary ambassador to the
North American renewal, I get to learn as well as serve others. As a result, some things are
required of me. Helping offset the expenses of the 42 women who will benefit from the North
American renewal will be an honor!
Come Before Winter and the Godly women who serve on its team do great work of
encouraging and equipping women who serve in the field. Help me be a part of this team in
June. Support the Come Before Winter team with your monetary donation. Visit their page
web page https://www.comebeforewinter.org/donate/ and make a monetary donation in
my honor, Chi Ekwenye Hendricks. I remain grateful for your love and support always. I
particularly appreciate your generosity this time and for enabling me to serve in this very
special way!
Much Love,

Chi

