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Afro-American Cultural Center
45th Anniversary Celebration
Our brief intro into life within the Afro American Cultural
Center, complete with:
• Opening Letter to Alumni
• House Calendar 2013-2014
• Collage of photos

Welcome Letter
Dear Alumni,
Over the last 45 years, the house has served
as a safe space for Yalies of the African
Diaspora to come together and support, love,
and encourage each other. This year marks
the 45th Anniversary of Yale’s Afro-American
Cultural Center, and we are very excited to
bring the family back together once again
and celebrate the amazing impact this house
has had on multiple generations.

The Afro-American Cultural Center, or “The
House,” currently has almost 40 resident
groups, ranging from music groups, like
Shades of Yale and Yale Gospel Choir, to
cultural groups like the Black Student
Alliance at Yale and the Yale African Students
Association. The wide variety of groups
within the house means that most people can
find something they are extremely interested
in, as well as a community that they feel that
they belong to.
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The House also serves as a space to
spark important conversations
surrounding the black community, both
within Yale and in the world at large.
Dean’s Teas have brought several
prominent figures from around the
world, ranging from Lola Ogunnaike,
former CNN Correspondent and writer
for the New York Times, to Tarell Alvin
McCraney, an African American
playwright and actor, to discuss
everything from discrimination in the
work place to what to expect from life
after Yale. Student groups also use the
space to hold important conversations
about race, ethnicity, socio-economic
status, and the sexual environment on
campus and in the world beyond.

Attached in this newsletter is a calendar
of major events The House has hosted
this year to give you sense of how
vibrant and active The House culture is
today. We hope that, in reading it, you
will be reminded of your experiences
here at Yale and how they have
impacted you going forward.

The Afro-American Cultural Center is
more than just a house—it’s a safe space
for the difficult conversations, it’s the
campfire you sit around with your friends
singing songs and sharing stories, it’s
the study room you toil in all night to
study for finals - it’s your home away
from home. As we celebrate the AfroAmerican Cultural Center’s 45th
Anniversary, we hope you are reminded
of all that the house has stood for, past,
present, and future. We hope that you
are taken back to your time at Yale, and
the wonderful memories that you made
here.
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Calendar of Events
2013 - 2014

August 2013
20th – Cultural Connections Luncheon
Students arriving early through Cultural Connections will meet deans, faculty, alumni
and upperclassmen for a lunch program.

21st – Pre Frosh Talent Show
Cultural Connections Talent Show with special performances by Yale groups such as
Shades and the Yale Gospel Choir.

27th – Black Graduate Student Welcome at The House
Come out and meet the new and returning graduate students and chat with the Dean
while you get acquainted with the House and the BGN (Black Grad Network)

27th – Blue-booking Informational for Freshmen
An opportunity for upperclassmen to meet the freshmen and provide advice on
classes and major options at Yale. This event is sponsored by the Black Student
Alliance at Yale also known as BSAY.

28th – Freshmen meet and greet with Peer Liaisons
Freshmen are invited to a pizza party as an opportunity for freshmen to meet their PL
(Peer Liaison) from The House and learn more about the program. This is also an
opportunity to meet the Dean of the African American Cultural Center.
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+September 2013
1st – BCAY Lock-In
2nd – A Conversation with Hollywood Actor Danny Glover
Actor, film producer and activist Danny Glover will speak to Yale students and New
Haven residents on Labor Day at the Yale Afro-American Cultural Center. Glover has
been a staunch activist for workers’ rights and other humanitarian causes.

4th – New Haven Mayoral Candidates Debate
The four Mayoral candidates of New Haven will be at the Afro-American Cultural
Center to discuss their agenda and outline their vision for New Haven.

4th - Heritage Theater Ensemble
HTE to host an Open House at the Afro-Am’s Art Gallery, with performances from the
group.

5th – Shades Singing Dessert
Come and listen to Shades, the renowned A cappella group of the House, as the
welcome our new and returning students.

6th – BSC Listening Party
The Black Solidarity Conference at Yale hosts a Listening Party of the hottest summer
tunes (Born Sinner, Yeezus, and Acid Rap) and trivia on some of our favorite artists.
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7th – New and Returning Students Welcome BBQ
The Afro-American and Native American Cultural Centers will host a Welcome
Back BBQ on Old Campus, Saturday September 7 from Noon - 2:30 pm. All are
invited to meet and greet upperclassmen and members of the various student
groups associated with the Centers.

12th A Dean’s Tea with Playwright and Actor Tarell Alvin McCraney
Tarell Alvin McCraney is a playwright and actor best known for his acclaimed
trilogy, The Brother/Sister Plays, which blends myth with realism in the
intergenerational story of an African-American community in Louisiana.

13th – Students of Nigeria Naija Mixer
The Students of Nigeria (SON) are having a Naija Mixer Friday, September 13
from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm in the Lighten Room. SON welcomes all new
freshmen, upperclassmen and graduate and professional students for food and
fun, and a meet and greet.

16th – Deloitte Consulting Diversity and Inclusion Reception
Unlocking the Value Individuals Bring to an Organization - Deloitte Consulting
Diversity & Inclusion Reception. Please join us for a conversation on diversity in
the workplace and meet Deloitte practitioners from a variety of backgrounds!

17th - Blackness Defined Discussion

Join the Black Student Alliance at Yale, the Yale Black Women’s Coalition, the
Black Men’s Union and the African Students Association for a discussion about
“blackness” and “the black identity”.

19th – Talk & Discussion “On the road to recovery: A Look at Public Health in Rwanda”
Talk and discussion titled “On the road to recovery - A look at Public Health in
Rwanda” and led by Dr. Sengoma. Dr. Sengoma is a teaching and research
assistant at the National University of Rwanda School of Public Health and a
current visiting scholar at the Yale School of Public Health. Dr. Sengoma will be
discussing the progress that Rwanda has made in achieving its public health
record and specifically the successes marked and challenges it has faced and is
still facing in achieving the Millennium Development Goals surrounding health.

23th – Prayer Vigil for Kenya
The Yale African Students’ Association will be holding a candle-light vigil in
the Yale Old Campus courtyard in memory of the victims of the recent Kenyan
incident, from 7:30 pm to 8:00 pm Monday, September 23.

25th – Pan Jam and Lime West Indian Food and Music Open House
If you have always wanted to learn to play steel pans, here is your chance. Join
Pan Jam and Lime for West Indian Music and Food.
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October 2013
5th – Nigerian Independence Day Gala
The Yale Students of Nigeria presents their
2013 Nigerian Independence Day Gala,
celebrating 53 years of Nigerian
Independence.

16th – Yale African Students Association Discussion
on African Languages
Is the use of local languages on the decline
in modern Africa? Does the younger
generation value local languages? Is there
a stigma attached to the use of African
languages?

17th – TFA and NAACP host talk about diversity in
education
21st – We’re Free, but Not Free: Black Custodial
Citizenship and Racial Narratives
A lecture by Assistant Professor of Political
Science, Vesla Mae Weaver.

26th to Nov 1st – Summer in Igboland: An exhibit by
Ifeanyi Awachie ‘14
“Summer in Igboland” is an exhibit
featuring photographs of contemporary
Nigeria. The photographer, Ifeanyi Awachie
‘14, was born in Nigeria in 1992 and moved
to the U.S. at the age of 18 months. She
returned to the country during the summer
of 2013 for the first time since birth with a
mind to document her homeland as she
discovered it. With a focus on beauty,
technology, leisure, and day-to-day life in
five different regions of Nigeria, “Summer
in Igboland” aims to reveal aspects of
today’s Nigeria ignored by mainstream
media, illuminating a vibrant country and
the joys and struggles of its people.

6

28th – Terrorism in Africa: Myths or Reality
The ISO and the Yale African Students
Association (YASA) are organizing a speaker
event with David Simon, Director of the
Graduate Program in African Studies and
Lecturer in the Yale Political Science Department.
Professor Simon will give a talk about the origins
of terrorism in Africa in the light of the recent
attacks in Nairobi, Kenya last month.

29th – Free Advance Screening of “12 Years a
Slave”
30th – Investing in Global Health: A discussion with
Robert Hecht formerly of World Bank
Join YASA for an interactive discussion
with Robert Hecht, former manager of the World
Bank’s central unit for Health, Nutrition, and
Population, where he worked for 20 years.

+November 2013

5th – “Ask a Slave” A Conversation with Azie Dungey
“Ask A Slave“ is a comedy web series based on Azie Dungey’s time working as a living history
character at the popular historic site, George Washington’s home of Mt. Vernon. Dungey is a
graduate of New York University and her work has been featured on NPR, BBC, Gawker, and
Slate. See the web series.

7th – New haven is Hurting Violence + Mental Health Crisis: A Community Conversation
October 26: Erika Robinson is killed inside a New Haven night club, 5 others are shot. The cycle of
violence in New Haven has touched numerous families throughout the city and the region. Join
residents, community activists, faith leaders, and New Haven youth in a frank conversation geared
towards finding lasting solutions. All are welcome.

13th – Ali Mazrui: A Walking Triple Heritage – Lecture and documentary with Dr Wachanga
Join Dr. Wachanga to gain a unique perspective on the intellectual giant who helped Africans
understand themselves and articulated what it means to be African to The West.
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15th – Africans and African Americans: It’s Complicated; talk by Teresa Clark
Founding Africa.com in 2010 after resigning from her position as managing director at
Goldman Sachs, investment-bank division, Teresa Clarke is shaping discourse on the
continent.

17th – A Taste of JFK, Malcolm X and Adam Clayton Powell: Remembering the 60s
A one man show on the interaction and interplay between 60’s icons JFK, Malcolm X,
and Adam Clayton Powell III.

18th – Chat with the Dean: The future of the House and black cultural centers
In the 21st Century, cultural centers in American higher education must be more than
just social centers, they must address the critical aspects of Culture, backed by
intellectual inquiry coupled with community commitment and social responsibility. Dean
Cohen, as the newly elected president of the national Association of Black Cultural
Centers, will discuss the 21st Century vision of the Afro-American Cultural Center at
Yale and how that vision will be further explored during the 45th Anniversary (October
2014).

21st – “Santa’s Little Slave”: The History and Politics of Zwarte Piete in Holland
22nd to 23rd – Harvard Yale Weekend
YASA, BSAY and sister groups from Harvard Mixer
WAMBU PAAPA Alternative African Music Concert
Pre GAME Yale Beat Harvard Tailgate Reunion
BSAY Talent Showcase
A talent showcase featuring some of the best a cappella, spoken word and dance
groups on campus.

8

December 2013
3rd – Islam and Politics After the Arab Spring with Tunisia’s Majority Party Vice President
6th – Kwanzaa Ball 2013
Join BSAY, BMU, YASA, BGN, Yale NAACP and the Yale Divinity School for Kwanzaa Ball
2013. Guest Speaker Dr. Fred Hord, Department Chair of Africana Studies at Knox College
with performances by Shades and Asempa.

8th – Yale Gospel Choir Featuring Asempa Winter Concert
11th – Supporting Traditional leaders to mitigate conflict: A Brown Bag Talk
Can providing training for traditional leaders improve local-level governance and reduce
conflict and tensions within communities? This presentation will describe the randomized
control trial designed to study the program’s impact, the sensitivities of the data collection
process in Zimbabwe, and the pre-analysis plan created and registered by the authors to
prevent “fishing” for results supporting a particular interpretation after the fact.

19th – Yale African American Affinity Group Holiday Special
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January 2014
15th to 29th – Yale and Afro Am Celebrate the Legacy
of MLK
Yale University invites you to join us
as we celebrate the life and legacy
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The
Yale and New Haven events will
begin on January 15 and run
through January 29, 2014. Some of
the sponsoring groups include the
Black Student Alliance at Yale, the
four Yale Cultural Centers, Dwight
Hall, the Yale College Dean’s Office
and the Office of the President,
along with a number of community,
religious and civic organizations.
23rd – Pre Medical Society Hosts a Women’s
Physicans Panel
The Minority Association of PreMedical Students – MAPS will host a
Women’s Physician Panel where
female doctors will share their
experiences as female physicians in
academic and clinical settings.
25th – An Evening with Henry Louis Gates
There will be a conversation with
Henry Louis Gates Jr. at 6 p.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 25 in the auditorium
of the Sterling Law Building, 127
Wall St. The evening will include a
screening of “A More Perfect
Union (1968–2013),” the final
episode of the recent six-part PBS
documentary series “The African
Americans: Many Rivers to Cross”
that he wrote, presented, and
produced.
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30th – Freshmen Intercultural Dinner
Freshmen come together to have
an intercultural dinner and hear
Albert Laguna speak.
30th to Feb 16th – Afro Am Co-sponsers Film
Festival with YAAA
The Yale African-American Affinity
Group’s (YAAA) 2014 Film Festival
is a four-day event dedicated to
highlighting the contributions of
African-Americans in film.
Screenings of several must-see
films and local documentaries will
take place in the Whitney
Humanities Center at 53 Wall
Street, New Haven, CT 06511.

February 2014
6th – Talk on Music and 70s Show SOUL by Professor Wald
Join a talk on music and the popular ‘70 s public affairs television show, SOUL! by
Professor Gayle Wald.

12th – Black Love: Break Cross-Cultural Boundaries
Black LOVE: Breaking Cross-Cultural Boundaries- Can you really fall in love with
someone from a completely different culture? What are the difficulties of dating outside
your ethnicity? Can we really aspire to mixed marriages or cross-cultural romances?

14th to 15th – Black Solidarity Conference at Yale
The Black Solidarity Conference brings over 700 students to Yale to discuss “Rooted: The
Odyssey of Black Art”, exploring the diversity of art mediums in their presentation of
black culture in the propagation and/or prevention of racism and stereotyping of the
black community. Various panel topics include:
o
o
o
o
o

Eliminating the Commercialism: A Reintroduction to Hip Hop
Write, Listen and Look: Find the Deeper Meaning in Spoken Word
Shades Valentine Event
In Loving Color and Movement
Representations on the Stage and Screen
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18th – We have never been human: A Caribbean Studies Series
Conversation on questions like: To what extent have the categories ‘modern’
and ‘human’ not only excluded the Caribbean, but also failed to encompass the
particular encounters, labor, and migration upon which the Caribbean was
founded? How does a long view of cultivation and indigeneity or belonging
present alternatives to or new modes of thinking about what it means to be
human?

21st - Roundtable discussion with Paul Gilroy, Hazel Carby, Kobena Mercer and Michael
Veal
22nd – Perspectives of our City: A Youth Discussion
The Black Student Alliance at Yale hosts Perspectives of Our City:
A Youth Discussion. All high school and middle school-aged students are
invited to attend.Topics will include:
• High school/middle school student perceptions of Yale and New Haven
relations
• Student visions for the city and how they would like to impact the city
• Opportunity to hear about Yale student’s journeys to college

26th – A Conversation on the Black Panthers and the FBI
The Panel about the Black Panthers and the FBI includes:
•

Kathleen Cleaver ‘84 BA, ‘89 JD

•

Ann Froines - organizer of the New Haven May Day rally and retired
professor of Women’s Studies

•

John R. Williams - New Haven attorney, legal activist

27th – He Left Quietly, a play by Yael Farber
Based on the Life of Duma Kumalo – South Africa, 1984: A young black man is
wrongfully convicted for a murder he did not commit. After four years on death
row, just 15 hours before he is to be hanged, the state grants him a stay of
execution. Based on testimony from human-rights activist Duma Kumalo, South
African playwright Yaël Farber finds hope in this tale of injustice.

28th – The 21st Annual Grannum Talent Show
A night of great talent, featuring the Jashan Bahangra group, Breakers at Yale,
the Yale Gospel Choir and much more!
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March/April 2014

March 2014
4th – A Conversation with Kim Goff-Crews ’83 BA, ’86 JD
15th – Camp Girly Girl
Camp Girlie Girl creates a fun & educational atmosphere for young girls and their moms,
intended to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Motivate
Inspire
Empower
Build Self-Confidence
Teach Modern-Day Etiquette
Build Lasting Relationships & Mother/Daughter Bonds
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April 2014
4th to 5th – SANKOFA54: African Empowerment Conference
The theme of this year’s conference is: Pan-Africanism in the 21st Century.
During the conference, we will explore strategies for us to overcome the dilemmas of
divisions and how we as individuals, as communities and as nations can work together to
forge partnerships that foster success across the continent and promote peace. Nobel
Peace Prize Laureate Leymah Gbowee will be attending as one of this year’s keynote
speakers.

9th – Wole Soyinka to Speak: Nigerian Writer, Activist and Nobel Winner
The Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Annual Lecture by Soynika entitled, “Slave Talk: Between
Metaphor and Reality”

12th – HARAMBEE Celebration
In the spirit of “Harambee” (all pull together in Swahili), the black grad student network
will host the second annual evening of song, dance and elegance for the appreciation to
the Yale’s service workers.

17th – A Dean’s Tea with Anchor & Today Show Contributor Lola Ogunnaike
Lola Ogunnaike, anchor at Arise Network and Today Show Contributor to speak at Afro
Am, “Africa is Not a Country: The Power of Media in the Development of the Continent in
the 21st Century.”

18th – Take Back the Night: Take a Stand Against Sexual Violence
At Yale’s Take Back the Night, our campus will come together to take a stand against
sexual violence and to build a community of respect. Students are invited to the TBTN
Dance (Afro-Am House, Friday, April 18, 10 pm- 2 am), a space to dance, hang out,
and celebrate a new culture that empowers everyone.

22nd to 24th – Bulldog Days
To Welcome the Yale Class of 2018, the House opens its doors to the admitted students
and their families, welcoming them and answering any questions they have about Yale.
Bulldog Days events include:
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Open House at the Afro Am House
Heritage Theater Ensemble and Teatro
Soul Stop at the Afro Am
BSAY, BMU and YBWC Kickback

Welcome
Home
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Afro American Cultural Center
211 Park Street
New Haven, CT 06511
afam.yalecollege.yale.edu

