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People of color represent 85.4% of 
pedestrian deaths, but only 38.7% of the 
population, giving Louisiana the highest level 
of racial disparity nationwide.

Non-white pedestrians are more than            
9 times as likely to be killed in a traffic 
incident than white pedestrians in Louisiana. 

IN THE NATION

for racial disparity in 
pedestrian deaths

To view the full “Dangerous by Design” report, visit 
www.smartgrowthamerica.org/dangerous-by-design

Danger Zones: Louisiana’s Pedestrian Fatality Profile
Based on 2005-2014 data in Smart Growth America’s 2016 Dangerous by Design & other sources referenced below
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With 1,024 Louisiana pedestrians killed 
between 2005-2014, Louisiana now has 
the 3rd highest pedestrian fatality rate in the 
nation (after Florida and Alabama), up from 
5th in 2014.

Between 2005-2014, the risk to Louisiana’s 
pedestrians was nearly double the national 
average.¹
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OF THE 104 LARGEST U.S. METRO AREAS:

Baton Rouge and New Orleans 
rank among the most dangerous
in 2016 —

167 deaths 272 deaths

more dangerous than Los Angeles, Chicago, and 
New York City.
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In partnership with: 

The Center for Planning Excellence (CPEX) is a statewide non-profit planning organization that works towards great neighborhoods 
and quality places, transportation choices, resilient communities, and civic engagement. For more resources and publications on 

transportation choices and other work, visit www.CPEX.org.

Bringing people, culture, and planning together to make great communities happen

The U.S. Surgeon General has identified daily walking as a key strategy to combat growing 
epidemics of diabetes, heart disease, and cancer, and has called for more walkable 
communities that encourage pedestrian access by making walking safe and easy. ⁴  

As of 2015, Louisiana has the highest obesity rate in the nation at 36.2% of the 
population. 42.5% of African Americans in Louisiana are obese vs. 31.9% of white residents.

Street design plays a critical role in pedestrian safety. “Many of these deaths occur on 
streets with fast-moving cars and poor pedestrian infrastructure.” - Dangerous by Design

1: Louisiana’s Pedestrian Danger Index in 2016 was 117.1, which is 1.74 times the national average of 67.0. These figures were determined by the 
Pedestrian Danger Index developed by Smart Growth America to calculate the “rate of pedestrian deaths relative to the number of people who walk 
to work. Measuring danger as a rate and not an absolute count corrects for cities and states that may higher numbers of deaths simply as a function of 
higher numbers of people on foot overall.”

2: “Talk Poverty: 2016 Poverty Data.” Center for American Progress, accessed Jan. 9, 2017. https://talkpoverty.org/poverty

3: Center for American Progress, census data

4:”Step It Up! The Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Promote Walking and Walkable Communities.” Accessed Jan. 9, 2017. https://www.
surgeongeneral.gov/library/calls/walking-and-walkable-communities/exec-summary.html

A PREVENTABLE DANGER
“We must use every tool available to improve safety. ... Policy, design, enforcement, and culture 
should also be a part of the solution.” - Dangerous by Design

While the Legislature tries to fund a way out the state’s transportation backlog, this report highlights 
the human cost of our unsafe and outdated roads and highways. A focus on implementing Complete 
Streets policies — streets designed for all users — at the state and local levels will save lives, improve 
public health, and reduce traffic congestion at a time when Louisiana leads the nation in pedestrian 
fatalities and other poor outcomes.

Stay tuned for the full Louisiana Pedestrian Fatality report, to include rates by parish, child 
pedestrian data, and more. 

“The people who can least afford to be 
injured often live in the most dangerous 
places.” 
- Dangerous by Design

Pedestrians living in low-income areas are more likely to be killed. 
At 19.6%, Louisiana had the 3rd highest poverty rate in the nation, significantly higher than the 
national average of 13.5%, in 2015. ²

Poverty affects our population disproportionately by race. ³

Race % Living in Poverty

African American 32.2%

Latino 24.1%

Native American 17.3%

White 13.2%

Louisianians need safe walking options now more than ever.

Housing. Transportation. Jobs.


