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THE ARTS COMPANY 
presents 

ANTHROPOMORPHIC CUISINE 

A New Series of Paintings by Denise Stewart-Sanabria 
+ 

Dane Carder, Contemporary Abstract Painter 
Brad Sells, Contemporary Wood Sculptor 

Artober Art Crawl Marks Major Milestone!  
Be The First To Know What’s Behind the Question Mark? 

Opening During First Saturday Art Crawl — October 6, 6-9 pm
Continuing through October 26 

——————————————————————— 
Nashville, TN – The Arts Company presents an exhibition featuring a new series of oil paint-
ings, Anthropomorphic Cuisine, by Denise Stewart-Sanabria.  In this series, hyper-realist cui-
sine is meticulously arranged in front of Stewart-Sanabria’s intriguing contemporary interpreta-
tions of historic wallpaper.   To put it mildly, her paintings command the viewer’s attention.   In 
addition, renowned sculptor Brad Sells will showcase some selections of his new sculptures in 
wood.  And the gallery will welcome Dane Carder, Nashville-based painter, as a new gallery 
artist, who will present some of his recent abstract paintings.  The exhibit will open during First 
Saturday Art Crawl on October 6, 6-9 pm, and will continue through October 26, during regular 
gallery hours, 11am-5pm, Tuesday-Saturday.  www.TheArtsCompany.com. 

About THE EXHIBIT — Anthropomorphic Cuisine 

Denise Stewart-Sanabria, a Knoxville-based artist, is highly prized as a painter by her collec-
tors as well as other artists.  She is equally adept in sculpture, mixed media, and drawing.  She 
continues to be asked to show a variety of her work in museums and art publications around the 
country.  Oil paintings are not the quickest kind of work to produce, but her paintings are well 
worth waiting for.  They compel the viewer to look closely time and time again, always discover-
ing something not seen before, offering a lot to think about.    



“The Arts Company always welcomes the rare times when we can present an exciting series of 
Denise’s paintings,” remarks Anne Brown, owner of The Arts Company.  “She sets the stage with 
a twist on her delightful cast of characters. Painstakingly paying homage to bygone eras, the tex-
tile patterns of the past set the tone of the art.”  At the forefront, the delicate cuisine is caught in 
the moment of high drama. Working larger in scale, the series envelopes the audience in the an-
thropomorphic allegory. Stewart-Sanabria is dedicated to both the study of light as design, and 
the role of food as symbolic narrative. 

About Denise Stewart-Sanabria 

Denise Stewart-Sanabria was born in Massachusetts and received her BFA in Painting from the 
University of Massachusetts/Amherst. She has lived in Knoxville, TN since 1986.  Sanabria 
paints both hyper-realist “portraits” of everything from produce to subversive jelly donuts. The 
anthropomorphic narratives often are reflections on human behavior. She is also known for her 
life size charcoal portrait drawings on plywood, which are cut out, mounted on wood bases, and 
staged in conceptual installations.  Her work is included in various museums, private, and corpo-
rate collections including: The Tennessee State Museum, The Evansville Museum of Art in Indi-
ana, The Knoxville Museum of Art, Firstbank TN, Pinnacle Banks, Omni and Opryland Hotels, 
Scripps Networks, Knoxville Botanical Gardens, Jewelry Television, TriStar Energy, and the 
corporate offices of McGhee Tyson Airport. An exhibition of her work entitled Encounters: 
Denise Stewart-Sanabria will open at the Huntsville Museum of Art in Huntsville, AL on Octo-
ber 7, 2018. Her work has been featured in Issue 124 and the upcoming Issue 136 of the national 
publication New American Paintings.  

About Brad Sells 

The sculptural woodwork of Brad Sells evolves from a conviction that all living things have a 
soul. As he shapes and reveals the visage of each piece, he views his role as capturing then re-
leasing the voice of each tree. From this vantage point, he carves exotic and domestic woods into 
the sensual, tactile, and delicate forms showcased in this portfolio.  Sells’ artistic reputation, 
strong work ethic, and recognition of his unique skills have led to invitations to travel and carve 
rare woods on distant continents. His work is exhibited in museums and private collections 
throughout the world, including the Smithsonian’s Renwick Gallery in Washington, D.C. 

About Dane Carder 

Dane Carder, a Nashville native, is a self-taught artist who has recently returned to abstraction 
after twelve years of creating realistic paintings based on historic Civil War era photographs. His 
new work is rooted in symbolism and is inspired by human and mother nature. Wallpaper pat-
terns, haikus, and meditation are some of the specific influences that are currently steering the 
aesthetic of the work. He had originally intended to study graphic design in college, but the in-
dustry’s shift to the computer thwarted that plan,  and Dane soon fell in love with painting. The 
innate graphic sensibility certainly remains a significant aspect of his creative process.  



Dane has exhibited in variety of galleries, museums, and art spaces over the last two decades, 
and has passionately worked as a curator in various venues to promote other artists’ work. The 
desire to create beautiful and meaningful objects to share with others is a driving force behind his 
studio practice, as he believes the constructed environment has an opportunity to be both thera-
peutic and inspiring.  

About The Arts Company 

The Arts Company is a primary art destination in Downtown Nashville on 5th Avenue of the 
Arts. Since 1996, the gallery continues to rely on three key words-- Fresh.  Original.  Contempo-
rary.-- and often adding Legendary. Setting the pace for art in Downtown Nashville, the 22-year 
old gallery mission from the beginning was “to bring an eclectic selection of original art to the 
middle of the downtown marketplace to offer individuals and businesses access to art every day.” 

About First Saturday Art Crawl Downtown  

First Saturday Art Crawl Downtown is a free monthly visual arts event made up of an alliance 
of art galleries, venues, and museums— encouraged by the Nashville Downtown Partnership-
collectively invites the public to explore what has now become the downtown arts neighborhood 
admission-free. The event welcomes approximately 1,500 to 2,000 attendees each month, adding 
an emerging array of visual art as an integral part of Music City’s vibrant downtown mix of mu-
sic, theatre, and culinary arts—literally, an Across the Arts experience. 

THE ARTS COMPANY 
215 5th Avenue of the Arts, North • Tuesday-Saturday, 11am-5pm 

www.TheArtsCompany.com  
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