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THE ARTS COMPANY 
presents 

THE WINTER SEASON BEGINS:  PART 1 
featuring 

DAN BYNUM * TONY SOBOTA *  TIFFANY OWNBEY 

Opening During FirstBank First Saturday Art Crawl Downtown 
November 3, 6-9 pm 

Continuing through Thanksgiving Weekend 
——————————————————————— 

Nashville, TN – The Winter Season Begins: Part I at The Arts Company, featuring three mixed media 
artists - Dan Bynum, Tony Sobota, and Tiffany Ownbey. Each artist engages viewers visually with in-
timate observations, commenting on  contemporary culture through their personal experiences and tech-
niques. The exhibit will open during FirstBank First Saturday Art Crawl on November 3, 6-9 pm, 
and will continue through Thanksgiving Weekend, during regular gallery hours, 11am-5pm, Tuesday-Sat-
urday.  www.TheArtsCompany.com  

About the Exhibit / The Winter Season Begins:  Part I 

Dan Bynum’s current body of work, titled “Roundabout Reason,” is a distillery of idiosyncrasies and 
archetypes of pondering and dwelling. Each of the eight panels narrate thought pattern, as if we produce 
our own cloud quilt. Visual elements are morphed into a silent movie, resulting in a tale of the human 
condition. Vintage wallpaper is used to suggest the interior soul of a home and humanity. Bynum erases 
and reworks, building up layers of images much like he and his childhood friends did on the sidewalk. 
Bynum’s work resides somewhere between the neighborhood sidewalk and today. 

Dan Bynum began his art career with a B.A. in Art Studio from The University of Alabama, Birmingham, 
followed by studying with Sotheby’s Institute of Art in 2015.  Since 2000, he has been featured in dozens 
of solo and group shows in various cities, including in Nashville at Estel Gallery and Tag Gallery a few 
years ago.  The Arts Company is pleased to show his latest series to his Nashville friends and collectors. 

Tony Sobota’s new series combines the color palette of a construction site with the linear sensibilities of 
architectural concept renderings.  He works to find “peace” in the vibrating tension of these job sites.  The 
garish unfinished facades, bright warning colors, and heavy equipment all become artistic fodder for a 
meditation on beauty.  Sobota uses the visual language of construction to frame a portrait of Nashville as 
a work in progress.  From smaller site-specific studies to larger more conceptual painting, Sobota pursues 
the question: do we value the process of “becoming,” or just anxiously await the removal of all the scaf-
folding? 

http://www.theartscompany.com/


Nashville-based artist Tony Sobota has spent the last decade as both a caricaturist and a mixed media 
painter. Having moved from Knoxville to Nashville in 2015, Tony recently acquainted himself with his 
new city by painting the most prolific (and perhaps unsightly) subject in town: construction sites. Exag-
gerating both perspective and scale, Tony sheds light on the beauty of the temporary moment. Sobota is 
recognized by the city of Nashville through the 2017 Periscope Pitch Perfect Award and as a selected 
artist for the Metro Works 40x40 collection.  

Tiffany Ownbey, through an intricate layering of sewing patterns, whimsical washes of paint, and an un-
canny use of papier-mâché, Tiffany Ownbey takes a fresh step toward exploring human relationships in 
her new mixed media series. With a  distinct wry sense of humor and attention to detail, Tiffany’s visual 
commentaries touch on the small moments that make up our day to day lives, suggesting that what we do 
in casual moments reveal the status of our perceptions of each other.  Her work compels the viewer to 
search for the details that define human interaction, while also showcasing her extraordinary control of a 
mix of materials and techniques.   

North Carolina native Tiffany Ownbey bases her mixed media work on traditional papier-mâché tech-
niques, along with painting.  Tiffany Ownbey makes figurative sculpture and collage out of antique 
sewing patterns, vintage books and re-purposed objects. Her work is a study of human interactions, rela-
tionships and memories...sometimes humorous and sometimes tart. Scale and proportion are intentionally 
manipulated for emphasis. Ownbey studied at Western Carolina University, Savannah College of Art & 
Design, Penland School of Crafts and Haywood Community College. 

ABOUT The Arts Company 
The Arts Company is a primary art destination in Downtown Nashville on 5th Avenue of the Arts. Since 
1996, the gallery continues to rely on three key words-- Fresh.  Original.  Contemporary.-- and often 
adding Legendary. Setting the pace for art in Downtown Nashville, the 22-year old gallery mission from 
the beginning was “to bring an eclectic selection of original art to the middle of the downtown market-
place to offer individuals and businesses access to art every day.” 

ABOUT FirstBank First Saturday Art Crawl Downtown Nashville   
FirstBank First Saturday Art Crawl, under the management of Nashville Downtown Partnership, is a 
free event that occurs every first Saturday, 6—9 p.m., with approximately 20 galleries’ opening their 
doors to approximately 2,000 Art Crawlers. The appeal is generated by the chance to meet and converse 
with the artists, view artwork in a welcoming environment, listen to local musicians play on the outdoor 
performance platforms, enjoy complimentary refreshments, and ride the free Gray Line Art Crawl Trolley 
touring around the city blocks – hopping on and off at other art stops such as Art at the Arcade, the Coun-
try Music Hall of Fame’s Hatch Show Print and Haley Gallery, Music City Shop located inside the 
Bridgestone Arena, 21c Museum Hotel and other boutique lodging, Studio 208, and the Egyptian-style 
Revival Downtown Church.   Art Crawl launched in August 2006, featuring art galleries on and around 
5th Avenue of the Arts — The Arts Company, The Rymer Gallery and Tinney Contemporary serve as the 
three anchor galleries that founded the Art Crawl Downtown.   

THE ARTS COMPANY 
215 5th Avenue of the Arts, North • Tuesday-Saturday, 11am-5pm 

www.TheArtsCompany.com — www.FirstSaturdayArtCrawl.com  
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