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Apparatus for a Utopian Image
September 21 – October 29, 2016
At EFA Project Space, 323 West 39th Street, 2nd floor
Opening reception: Wednesday, September 21, 6 – 8 PM
Curators: Pavla Sceranková and Dušan Zahoranský
Exhibition Assistant: Tereza Jindrová
Artists: Matěj Al-Ali, Keren Bebenisty, Tyler Coburn, David Court, Sean Fader, Kara Hearn, Zebadiah Keneally,
Barbora Kleinhamplová, Alena Kotzmannová, Václav Magid, Tomáš Moravec, Freya Powell, Markéta Othová,
Elisabeth Smolarz, Magda Stanová, Tomáš Svoboda, Danielle Tegeder, Jiří Thýn

Apparatus for a Utopian Image is no ordinary exhibition. It is a game played between two cities, Prague and
New York. The purpose of this game is to investigate how we orient ourselves in today’s image-infused
reality. We invite your participation.
Conceived of by artists Pavla Sceranková and Dušan Zahoranský, Apparatus for a Utopian Image borrows
from cultural theorist Aby Warburg’s Mnemosyne Atlas, an unfinished visual atlas that maps out how images
of great symbolic, intellectual, and emotional power emerge and reappear over time.1 While Warburg’s atlas
could never be completed, it reflects our collective attempts to grasp reality through imagination, hoping
that images will give us meaning and legitimacy. Moreover, it suggests that a healthy skepticism toward
images is necessary for living a dignified life. Sceranková and Zahoranský’s game seeks to expand on
Warburg’s vision in real time.
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“About the Mnemosyne Atlas,” Christopher D. Johnson, http://warburg.library.cornell.edu/about
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The game in question launches on Wednesday, September 21st and will change over a five-week span.
Using a specially designed installation method that calls for artistic response, the first move will be made by
the curators, Sceranková and Zahoranský, who have selected nine prominent Czech-based artists to
contribute work representing a ‘fragmented image.’ Next, nine artists from EFA’s community will step in to
react – adding, editing, or intervening with new work. Finally, in October, the Czech-based artists will
travel from Prague to New York to witness and respond to what has occurred in their absence.
Over the course of the game, gallery visitors will also be given opportunities to respond – for example,
proposing titles for artwork, recommending descriptions for wall labels, or suggesting new layouts. The
rules of the game are simple: the artists change the content; the viewers change the composition.
There is no way to predict what any of the individual artists will create as responses, or how the audience
might intervene. All we can do is offer the framework – the Apparatus for a Utopian Image. Imagine the
game as a chance to take control of the image, and to free ourselves from its constraints.
RELATED EVENTS
Wednesday, September 21, 6-8 PM: Opening reception celebrating the launch of the exhibition with
curator and New York artists.
Saturday, October 1, 2-5 PM: Workshop with Reanimation Library’s Andrew Beccone,What am I Seeing?,
borrows from the unique image archive of the Reanimation Library to explore the subjectivity of images in
connection with themes addressed in the exhibition.
Friday, October 21, 6-9 PM: A final reception with all of the artists and curators present to celebrate and
reflex on the results. This event will coincide with EFA Open Studios.
Press inquiries:
Meghana Karnik, Program Manager
meghana@efanyc.org | (212) 563-5855 x 244
CURATOR BIOS
Pavla Sceranková (born 1980 in Košice, Slovak Republic) studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague
from 2000 to 2006 before completing her PhD there in 2011. Since 2015, she has run the studio of
Intermedia Works at the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague. Sceranková’s sculptural objects and installations
deal with the reflection of human perception, an examination of the way in which an experience is retained
in memory and of the form it has taken. She attended a year-long residency in the studio of Tony Cragg in
Berlin. She was a finalist in the Jindrich Chalupecky Award in 2007 and 2015. She received the Václav
Chad Award at the Zlín Youth Salon (2009) and the Cyprian Award at the Biennial of Young Slovak Art in
Trnava (2007). She has presented her works in solo exhibitions at a number of institutions, including The
Moravian Gallery in Brno (2014), The City Gallery Prague (2013), Drdova Gallery in Prague (2015,
2012), Cyprian Majernik Gallery in Bratislava (2011), and in the Brno House of Arts (2009). She has also
participated in collective exhibitions in The Astrup Fearnley Museet in Oslo, Norway, the Arsenal Gallery
in Bialystok, Wroclaw Contemporary Museum, Poland and the National Gallery in Prague.
Dušan Zahoranský (born 1972 in Havířov, Czech Republik) studied at The Academy of Fine Arts and
Design in Bratislava from 1991 to 1997. Between 2010 and 2012, he was the gallery curator and residential
program coordinator at MeetFactory in Prague. He has taught in the Art department at The Technical
University in Košice, Slovakia (1997), The Multimedia Design department, Institute of Art and Design,
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University of Western Bohemia, Pilsen, Czech Republic (2004-2009), and in the Pedagogy Faculty at
University Hradec Králové, Czech Republic (from 2012). Since 2015, he has run the studio of Intermedia
Works at the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague with Pavla Sceranková. He was the finalist in the Oskar
Čepán Award in 2001 and the Central European Culture Initiative Prize in 1997. In 2002 he took part in
the Artist-in-Residence programme in Vienna. He has had a number of solo exhibitions, including East
Gallery, Oxford University, Ohio, U.S.A. (2009), PROLEANs, Hainburg, Austria (2004), Cité
Internationale des Arts, Paris, France (1998). He has participated in group exhibitions in the Slovak
Pavilion at the Venice Biennial, the National Gallery in Prague, the City Gallery Prague, the Moravian
Gallery in Brno, The Brno House of Arts, Hilger Brot Kunst Halle in Vienna, the Bratislava City Gallery,
the Ernst Museum in Budapest, The World Financial Centre in New York, and on the 9th International
Biennale Of Photography and Visual Arts in Liége, Belgium. His artworks are in the collections of the
Slovak National Gallery in Bratislava and the National Gallery in Prague.
Tereza Jindrová (born 1988 in Prague) studied Art History at the Charles University as well as Theory of
Design and New Media at the Academy of Arts, Artchitecture and Design in Prague. She works in the
Department of Education at the National Gallery in Prague, focusing on high school students and adults.
She is an editor of the biweekly cultural magazine A2 and works with both the on-line platform Artyčok.tv
and Czech Radio Vltava. She is a co-curator at Entrance Gallery in Prague and regularly presents exhibition
projects as an independent curator. In 2013, she was the winner of Věra Jirousová´s Award for young critics
under 26.
Apparatus for a Utopian Image is generously supported in kind by the Consulate General of the
Czech Republic and the Consulate General of Slovakia in New York.

EFA Project Space, launched in September 2008 as a program of The Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts, is a collaborative, crossdisciplinary arts venue founded on the belief that art is directly connected to the individuals who produce it, the communities that
arise because of it, and to everyday life; and that by providing an arena for exploring these connections, we empower artists to forge
new partnerships and encourage the expansion of ideas.
The Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts (EFA) is a 501 (c) (3) public charity. Through its three core programs, EFA
Studios, EFA Project Space and the Robert Blackburn Printmaking Workshop, EFA is dedicated to providing artists
across all disciplines with space, tools and a cooperative forum for the development of individual practice.
www.efanyc.org
EFA Project Space is supported by public funding from The National Endowment for the Arts.
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