
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



   
 

N E W S   R E L E A S E 
For Immediate Release: October 23, 2015  
Contact: Stephanie Ramirez 

  212.784.5704 
  sramirez@groupgordon.com  

 
New York Society for Ethical Culture and Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing Host 

Forum Calling for 35,000 Units of Supportive Housing Statewide 
City and State Officials, Tenants, Current and Former Homeless Individuals, Faith Leaders, and Housing 

Providers Advocate for New Supportive Housing Agreement 
 
New York – The New York Society for Ethical Culture, a community dedicated to ethics, social justice, 
and education since 1876, and the Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing, a coalition of over 315 affordable 
housing, social service, faith-based and homeless prevention organizations, held a forum today calling 
for 35,000 units of supportive housing statewide. City and state elected officials, supportive housing 
tenants, current and former homeless individuals, faith leaders, and supportive housing providers 
shared stories and voiced their support at the New York Society for Ethical Culture.  
 
With New York City and State facing record homelessness, supportive housing is by far the most 
successful way to end homelessness for individuals and families with the highest barriers to housing, like 
mental illness and addiction. However, there is not nearly enough supply to meet the need, and the 
current City-State supportive housing production initiative, the New York/New York III Agreement 
(NY/NY III), is expiring. Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing is calling on Governor Cuomo to launch a new 
statewide supportive housing program to create 35,000 units over the next ten years in partnership with 
New York City and localities across the state. Over 230 faith leaders signed an open letter to Mayor de 
Blasio and Governor Cuomo urging the establishment of this initiative. 
 
Supportive housing—affordable housing with on-site services—is proven to end homelessness for 
people with the highest barriers to housing: the chronically homeless often with mental illness, 
substance abuse and chronic illnesses that, left unaddressed, will keep them cycling in and out of 
shelters, hospital beds and institutions for years. NY/NY III reduced use of shelters, hospitals, psychiatric 
centers and incarceration, for an average net public savings of $10,100 per unit per year; decreased 
chronic homelessness among single adults by 47% in the first five years of the NY/NY III agreement; 
provided stability, as more than 85% of NY/NY III tenants remain housed after one year; and raised real 
estate values for properties located closest to supportive housing developments. 
 
The need for more supportive housing is urgent. Homelessness in New York has nearly doubled in the 
last decade since NY/NY III was created. Nearly 65,000 people in New York City and 10,000 in the rest of 
the state sleep in shelters each night. Thousands of others sleep on the streets, in abandoned buildings 
and makeshift campsites, while thousands more are exiting foster care, hospitals and other institutions 
each year without a home in which to return. 
 

mailto:sramirez@groupgordon.com


Not only is the homeless population increasing, but there is not nearly enough supportive housing to 
meet demand. Four out of every five people found eligible for supportive housing in New York City have 
had to stay in shelter or on the street because there are too few supportive housing units available. 
Outside of New York City, where there is no NY/NY program, even less supportive housing resources are 
available. 
 
Supportive housing is a necessary step towards solving the homelessness crisis in New York State, which 
is why Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing is calling on the state to invest in supportive housing throughout the 
New York through a new statewide NY/NY IV agreement. To support the Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing, 
visit www.nynycampaign.org .  
 
“Supportive housing is the fundamental solution to solving the homeless crisis in New York State. 
Supportive housing reduces the use of shelters, visits to detoxification centers, hospitalizations, 
emergency room use, and incarceration, and therefore saves taxpayers money. For this reason, 133 
members of the Assembly and I have called on Governor Cuomo to develop 35,000 new units of 
supportive housing over the next ten years,” said Assembly Member Andrew Hevesi.    
 
“The Campaign 4NY/NY Housing plan is a critically important proposal to provide supportive housing for 
New Yorkers in need. In the long term it is a cost effective as well as successful model to address the 
growing issue of homelessness, particularly among the chronically homeless. That is why I am asking my 
NY Senate colleagues to join with me in supporting the plan,” said Senator Martin Golden.  
 
“Supportive housing is a proven, common-sense solution that helps homeless New Yorkers and their 
families get back on their feet, strengthens our communities, and saves taxpayers money. It’s time for 
the city and state to come together and invest in a robust NY/NY 4 agreement that provides no less than 
35,000 units of badly needed supportive housing,” said Council Member Stephen Levin.  

“With three homeless shelters in my district, I know the benefits oversight and social services have 
for the homeless population. By coupling permanent affordable housing with voluntary social services, 
we are taking the right steps to helping homeless individuals get off the streets. The benefits of 
supportive housing are well documented. Seventy five percent of individuals who are placed in 
supportive housing are still there two years later, which speaks to the success of this type of program,” 
said Assembly Member Joseph Lentol. “I call on Governor Andrew Cuomo to develop 35,000 new units 
of supportive housing over the next ten years. Governor Cuomo likes statistics and these numbers speak 
for themselves. I am happy to stand with Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi and my colleagues in the 
legislature to support this program.” 

“There’s no doubt about it, we’re facing a crisis of astounding magnitude. In December, New York 
recorded an all-time high number of families and individuals living on the streets. These are children, 
single mothers, the elderly; it’s time we kick it into high gear and provide some tangible relief for all New 
Yorkers,” said Assembly Member Keith Wright. “Expanding NY/NY housing is a responsible solution as 
the program has been successful in helping individuals change course, rehabilitate and reestablish their 
place in the community. Lending a hand to pull these folks out of the cycle of poverty is our social 
obligation. Supportive housing is the most cost effective solution to homelessness but there is far 
greater need than supply throughout New York State. As chair of the Assembly Housing Committee, I 
join the Campaign 4 New York/New York Housing, my colleagues on both sides of the aisle and our faith 
leaders in calling for the creation of 35,000 new units of supportive housing statewide. We must act 
now, and I urge full support and swift action at all levels of government to meet this obligation.” 

http://www.nynycampaign.org/


 
“It is absolutely vital that New York State step up and commit to NY/NY IV. Supportive housing has 
proved to be an essential model in the fight against homelessness, mental illness, and substance abuse. 
It combines safe affordable housing with targeted health care and social services for at-risk populations, 
and saves taxpayer money in the process through lower shelter, hospital and prison costs,” said Senator 
Liz Krueger. “Given the record levels of homelessness in New York City, it is beyond time for an 
agreement on NY/NY IV for a minimum of 35,000 units over the next 10 years.” 

Senator Brad Hoylman said, “Homelessness in New York has nearly doubled over the past decade. As 
we move closer to winter, when the number of New Yorkers staying in a shelter traditionally swells, it’s 
clear that we need a better solution. Supportive housing is a proven approach, addressing the 
immediate crises of homelessness while providing individuals and families essential resources for re-
building their lives over the long-term. I commend Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing for all its hard work and 
look forward to working with my colleagues in Albany and New York City to implement this innovative 
approach to such a critical issue.” 

“Supportive housing is an essential component of a sensible health program to improve outcomes and 
control health care costs,” said Assembly Member Richard Gottfried.  “It’s long overdue to get the 
NY/NY housing effort back on track.” 

Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams said, "Increasing supportive housing in Brooklyn and New York 
City is an economic and moral imperative. The chronically homelessness need critical social services to 
get off and stay off the streets. I urge our City and State to unite around a strong NY/NY IV plan to 
construct tens of thousands of needed supportive housing units, units that will meaningfully address the 
public health and safety challenges connected to our homelessness crisis." 
 
“The New York Society for Ethical Culture is proud to co-sponsor and provide a venue for this important 
event. Dedicated to ethics, social justice, and education since 1876, we work to make the world a better 
place for all. There are few things more fundamental to the core of our mission than ensuring that New 
York's most vulnerable are afforded the ability to live decent lives with the support services that they 
need and deserve,” said Dr. Anne Klaeysen, Leader of the New York Society for Ethical Culture.  
 
“Supportive housing is a crucial program for the mental health population. It is the most integrated, cost 
effective way to serve people needing housing-related supports and help them succeed in the 
community. We need NY/NY IV to provide more statewide supportive housing, to ensure New York’s 
vulnerable populations are given this chance to succeed,” said Toni Lasicki, Executive Director, 
Association for Community Living. “New York State should realize the benefits of supportive housing 
compared to other costly alternatives like ERs, jails, and shelters. How can we let 67,000 New Yorkers 
live on the street and use expensive shelters every day? At the same time, the state continues to allow 
funding for mental health supportive housing to fall victim to inflation—upwards of 40% over the past 
15 years. The state must do something, and more supportive housing through NY/NY IV is a step in the 
right direction.” 

“Supportive housing is the best and most cost-effective long-term solution to New York City’s and New 
York State’s homeless crisis. Our elected leaders have taken encouraging steps to help ease 
homelessness, but we cannot really solve the problem unless Governor Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio 
step up and commit to building 30,000 units of supportive housing in New York City through a new 10-



year NY/NY Agreement (with 5,000 more units elsewhere in the state). The time to act is now,” said 
Mary Brosnahan, President and CEO, Coalition for the Homeless. 

“We thank our elected officials who have recognized the importance of supportive housing, which is a 
crucial and evidence-based social determinant in helping people with behavioral health issues,” said 
Phillip A. Saperia, Chief Executive Officer, Coalition of Behavioral Health Agencies.  “Furthermore, 
supportive housing allows people to remain in the community and sustained on the path to recovery. 
We have the tools to promote recovery, but not enough housing stock to serve the community. Our 
proposal to create 35,000 units of supportive housing over the next ten years will help to address this 
gap.”   
 
“As one of the oldest supportive housing developers in the country, we know firsthand the many ways 
permanent housing can help people reclaim their lives, especially for those who have experienced 
homelessness, mental health issues or trauma. Having a stable home—a community with supports, 
friends and neighbors—provides a foundation for emotional and financial stability in many ways: by 
reconnecting with family, pursuing careers, adopting a pet, or just have friends over for meal. Yes, 
supportive housing saves millions of tax dollars; but it also restores a person’s dignity and hope for 
better future,” said Steve Coe, CEO, Community Access. 
 
“Today hundreds of New Yorkers testified to the proven success of supportive housing and the 
immediate need for more units. Governor Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio must come together and sign an 
agreement creating 35,000 supportive housing units for families and individuals now on our streets or in 
temporary shelter before a growing problem reaches the absolute breaking point. The people struggling 
with homelessness cannot wait any longer,” said Kristin Miller, Director, Corporation for Supportive 
Housing.   
 
“New York is facing a homelessness crisis that simply cannot be ignored, and homelessness 
compounded with a mental illness, addiction, or disability makes finding permanent housing an even 
greater challenge,” said Judi Kende, Vice President and New York Market Leader, Enterprise 
Community Partners, Inc. “Studies have shown that supportive housing is the most successful solution 
to ending homelessness for individuals and families living with disabilities and other barriers, yet the 
need for this type of housing far exceeds demand. A robust NY/NY IV agreement will provide safe and 
affordable housing for vulnerable New Yorkers to help them lead healthier, more stable lives.” 
 
“At a time when street homelessness is all too prevalent, one of the best ways to address the 
homelessness crisis across New York State is to create more permanent housing options, like supportive 
housing,” said Christy Parque, MSW, Executive Director, Homeless Services United, Inc. “We can do 
better as a state by creating real opportunities for our fellow New Yorkers to thrive in our communities, 
and the creation of NY/NY IV is essential for our most vulnerable homeless New Yorkers.” 
 
“Housing Works is living proof that stable housing is a vital part of healthcare for New Yorkers living with 
HIV and AIDS. And research consistently backs that assertion up: housing status is one of the strongest 
predictors of access to HIV care and treatment, viral load, health outcomes, and ongoing HIV 
transmission risk. The launch of a statewide program to create 35,000 units of supportive housing over 
the next 10 years is absolutely necessary if we are to realize the vision of Ending the AIDS Epidemic in 
New York State by 2020,” said Charles King, President and CEO, Housing Works. 
 



“At the very heart of virtually every faith tradition is the call to stand with the most vulnerable members 
of our human family. We join with nearly 250 faith leaders—Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist 
and others—from all 5 boroughs and from around New York State in calling on the Mayor and Governor 
to join together in establishing a new NY/NY housing agreement to demonstrate to our congregations 
and faith communities that New York is committed to help all of our citizens—particularly those with 
special needs—to live full and decent lives,” said Marc L. Greenberg, Executive Director, Interfaith 
Assembly on Homelessness and Housing. 
 
“As the membership organization representing more than 200 nonprofits that have developed the most 
innovative supportive housing in the country, the Supportive Housing Network of New York can attest to 
the fact that not only is supportive housing the most effective and cost-efficient solution to 
homelessness, it actually improves communities at the same time,” said Laura Mascuch, Executive 
Director, Supportive Housing Network of New York. “With funding from the incredibly successful 
NY/NY III agreement exhausted, we desperately need the Governor and Mayor to sign a new agreement 
to keep this spectacularly successful intervention going.”  
 
“The answer to homelessness is quite simple. It is housing. VOCAL's membership includes people living 
with HIV/AIDS, queer youth and active drug users. Our members have additional needs that are met 
with supportive housing. The NY/NY agreements have ended a lifetime on the streets for many of our 
members and provided many of them with a home for the first time. We desperately need more 
housing and we need the NY/NY IV agreement,” said Jennifer Flynn, Executive Director, VOCAL-NY. 
 

### 
 
About Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing 
The Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing, a coalition of over 315 affordable housing, social service, and homeless 
prevention organizations, asks that Governor Cuomo launch a new statewide supportive housing 
program consisting of 35,000 units to be created in partnership with New York City and localities across 
the state with large and growing homeless populations over the next ten years. This new statewide 
commitment to supportive housing should prioritize homeless people, and target high users of multiple 
systems, including vulnerable families and youth, survivors of domestic violence and those exiting 
institutions. 



  
 

One out of every seven homeless people in the United States lives in New York.  Statewide there are 

roughly 67,000 men, women and children who staying in shelters at any given time.1  In New York 

City (NYC) alone, over 59,000 people, including 24,000 children, sleep in a homeless shelter each 

night. 2 An additional 7,700 people3 stay in a shelter outside NYC. Thousands of others sleep on the 

streets or in abandoned buildings and makeshift campsites while thousands more exit foster care, 

hospitals and other institutions each year without a home.  

Homelessness in New York has nearly doubled in the last decade. New York State (NYS) must end 

this crisis and invest in the most cost-effective strategy proven to solve homelessness for those with 

the greatest needs: Supportive Housing, which pairs affordable housing with on-site supportive 

services.  We call on Governor Cuomo to work with NYC and the other localities with large and 

growing homeless populations across NYS, to create 35,000 units of supportive housing over the next 

ten years, 30,000 units in NYC and 5,000 units outside NYC.  

Supportive housing is by far the most successful way to end homelessness for individuals and 

families living with disabilities and other challenges.  However, there is not nearly enough supply to 

meet the record need, and the current City-State supportive housing production initiative, the New 

York/New York III Agreement (NY/NY III), is expiring.   

Unfortunately, four out of every five people found eligible for supportive housing in NYC have had to 

stay in shelter or on the street because there are too few supportive housing units available to meet 

the current need.  Outside of NYC, where there is no NY/NY program, there are even fewer 

resources. 

Supportive Housing Solves Homelessness, Improves Neighborhoods, and Saves Tax Dollars 

By almost every measure, supportive housing has been a success.  It has: 

 Reduced use of shelters, hospitals, psychiatric centers and incarceration, for an average net 

public savings of $10,100 per unit per year; 

 Decreased chronic homelessness among single adults by 47% in the first five years of the 

NY/NY III agreement;   

 Provided stability, as more than 86%  of NY/NY III tenants remain housed after one year; and 

 Raised real estate values for properties located closest to supportive housing developments. 

 

 

 

                                                
1
 2014 HUD Point In Time Homeless Populations Data 

https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/reportmanagement/published/CoC_PopSub_State_NY_2014.pdf 
2
 Coalition for the Homeless,The Catastrophe of Homelessness http://www.coalitionforthehomeless.org/the-catastrophe-of-

homelessness/facts-about-homelessness/ 
3
 2014 HUD Point In Time Homeless Populations Data 

https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/reportmanagement/published/CoC_PopSub_State_NY_2014.pdf 
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A new statewide NY/NY supportive housing program should continue to prioritize individuals with long 

histories of homelessness and illness. Specifically, it should: 

 Target the vast majority of resources toward individuals, families (including adult families) and 

young adults who are homeless and vulnerable, including those living with serious and 

persistent mental illnesses, chronic health conditions including HIV/AIDS, and long term 

addiction. This would include people living on the street and in the various shelter systems. It 

should continue what NY/NY III began by also allowing certain units targeted toward people 

exiting institutions into homelessness who have multiple disabilities and/or barriers to obtaining 

housing on their own.   

 Allocate greater resources to help those with the greatest needs. Research shows that an 

estimated 20% of homeless families need housing with onsite supports – more than simple 

rental assistance – in order to overcome homelessness. Much greater proportions of homeless 

individuals, particularly those with disabilities, need both the housing and services that 

supportive housing provides. We recommend dedicating two-thirds of the units in the new 

statewide NY/NY program to individuals (23,350 units) with the remaining one-third for families 

(10,150 units) and youth (1,500 units). 

 Promote creation and use of a coordinated assessment and referral system with a risk 

assessment tool that can match need with resources, and ensure that the most vulnerable 

families and individuals can access supportive housing.    

 Provide adequate funding to operate the housing and provide support services.  To be a viable 

resource, scattered-site supportive housing will need adequate funds to keep pace with market 

rents over time and all supportive housing will require long-term contracts as well as adequate 

operating and service funds to provide sufficient supports to help tenants remain healthy and 

stable.   

 
 

For more information, please visit: 
http://www.nynycampaign.org/ 
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Submitted on behalf of: 
 

Abba Realty Associates, Inc. 

ACMH, Inc. 

ADD, Inc. 

Albany Housing Coalition, Inc. 

Alembic Community 
Development 

Ali Forney Center 

Amida Care 

Arbor Housing and 
Development 

Ardent Construction and 
Development, Inc. 

Artemis Development 

ASCNYC 

Association for Community 
Living 

Association of New York 
Catholic Homes 

Astoria First Presbyterian 
Church 

Bailey House, Inc. 

Barrier Free Living 

Benchmark Title 

Betts Housing Partners LLC 

Black Veterans for Social 
Justice, Inc. 

BOOM!Health 

Brainpower 

BRC 

Bridging Access to Care, Inc. 

Broadway Housing 
Communities 

BronxWorks 

Brooklyn Community Housing 
and Services, Inc. 

Brooklyn Community Services, 
Inc. 

Butler Consulting 

CAMBA  

CAMBA Housing Ventures 

Cardinal McCloskey Sunrise 
Drop In Center 

Care for the Homeless 

CARES, Inc. 

CASES 

Catholic Charities 

Catholic Charities Community 
Services 

Catholic Charities Housing of 
Albany 

Catholic Charities of 
Onondaga County 

Catholic Charities, Brooklyn 
and Queens 

Catholic Charities/Casa 
Betsaida 

Catholic Family Center 

Cazenovia Recovery Systems, 
Inc. 

Center for Behavioral Health 
Services 

Center for Community 
Alternatives, Inc. 

Center for Independence of 
the Disabled, NY 

Center for Urban Community 
Services 

Central New York Services, 
Inc. 

Chadwick Residence, Inc. 

Chances and Changes, Inc. 

CHOP, Inc. 

Christ Lutheran Church, 
Manhattan 

Christa Construction LLC 

Citizens' Committee for 
Children of New York 

CLUSTER, Inc. 

CNY Fair Housing 

Coalition for Behavioral Health 
Agencies 

Coalition for Homeless Youth 

Coalition for the Homeless 

Coalition for the Homeless of 
the Southern Tier, NY Inc. 

Coalition Of Concerned 
Citizens For Complete Justice 
(COCFOJU) 

Coalition of Institutionalized 
Aged & Disabled 

CoC NY-505 Housing and 
Homeless Coalition of 
Syracuse and Onondaga 
County 

COFCCA 

CohnReznick LLP 

Columba Kavanagh House 

Common Ground 

Community Access, Inc. 

Community Counseling & 
Mediation 

Community Housing 
Innovations, Inc. 

Community Voices Heard 

Comunilife, Inc. 

Concern for Independent 
Living 

Concourse House 

Covenant House New York 

CREATE, Inc. 

CSD Housing, LLC 

CSH 

Curtis + Ginsberg Architects, 
LLP 

Daughters of Charity of 
Harlem 

Daughters of Charity-Bayside, 
NY 

Denham Wolf Real Estate 
Services, Inc. 

DePaul, Inc 

Development Resource Group 

Diaspora Community Services 

Dominican Sisters 

Dunn Development Corp. 

EAC Network 

East House 

EFMNY 

Emergency Shelter 
Partnership 

Encore Community Services 
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Enterprise Community 
Partners, Inc. 

Fairview Recovery Services, 
Inc. 

Federation of Organizations 

First Sterling 

Forsyth Street 

Fountain House 

Fox House 

Franciscan Sisters of the 
Atonement 

FREE 

Friends House 

Friends Shelter 

Fulton Friendship House 

GHMC 

Goddard Riverside Community 
Center 

Goldstein Hall PLLC 

Good Shepherd Services 

Goodwill Industries of Greater 
NY & Northern New Jersey 

Grace & St. Paul's Church 

Gran Kriegel Associates 
Architects + Planners 

Greater NYC for Change 

Greater Syracuse Tenants 
Network 

Greenhope Services for 
Women, Inc. 

Greenwich House 

GSG 

Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran 
Church 

Hamilton-Madison House 

HANAC, Inc. 

Harlem Independent Living 
Center 

Harlem United 

Harm Reduction Coalition 

HeartShare St. Vincent's 
Services 

HELP USA 

Henry Street Settlement 

Hirschen Singer & Epstein 
LLP 

Holy Name Province - 
Franciscan Friars 

Homeless Alliance of Western 
New York 

Homeless and Travelers Aid 
Society of the Capital District, 
Inc. 

Homeless Services United, 
Inc. 

HOPE'S DOOR 

Hour Children 

Housing and Services, Inc. 

Housing Visions 

Housing Works 

Hudson Housing Capital 

Hudson River Housing, Inc. 

Human Development Services 
of Westchester 

Human Services Council of 
New York 

ICL, Inc.  

Independence Plaza North 
Tenants Association 

Institute for Family Health 

Interfaith Assembly on 
Homelessness and Housing 

Interfaith Partnership for the 
Homeless 

JCTOD Outreach, Inc. 

Jericho Project 

Jewish Board of Family and 
Children's Services 

Jewish Child Care Association 

Joseph's House and Shelter 

Kolot Chayeinu/Voices of Our 
Lives 

Lakeview Health Services, Inc. 

Lantern Community Services 

Legal Action Center 

Lenox Hill Neighborhood 
House 

Lettire Construction Corp. 

Leviticus 25:23 Alternative 
Fund, Inc. 

Lexington Mental Health & 
Vocational Centers for the 
Deaf 

Liberty Resources, Inc. 

Lifting Up Westchester 

Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation 

Loeb House, Inc. 

Low Income Investment Fund 

Lutheran Social Ministries 

Madison Avenue Presbyterian 
Church 

Manhattan Church of Christ 

MCCNY Charities, Inc. 

Mega Contracting 

Mental Health Association in 
Orange County, Inc. 

Mental Health Association in 
Ulster County, Inc. 

Mental Health Association of 
Columbia-Greene Counties, 
Inc. 

Mental Health Association of 
New York City 

Mercy Haven, Inc. 

Met Council on Housing 

MFY Legal Services, Inc. 

Mohawk Valley Housing and 
Homeless Coalition 

Moravian Open Door 

NAMI-NYC Metro 

Nazareth Housing, Inc. 

Neighborhood Care Team, 
Inc. 

Neighborhood Coalition for 
Shelter 

Neighbors Together 

New Alternatives for LGBT 
Homeless Youth 

New York Foundling 

New York Housing 
Conference 

New York Society for Ethical 
Culture 

New York State Association 
for Affordable Housing 
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Nixon Peabody, LLP 

Northeast Brooklyn Housing 
Development Corp. 

Northern Manhattan 
Improvement Corporation 

Northside Center for Child 
Development 

NY Statewide Senior Action 
Council/NYC Chapter 

NYAPRS 

NYC Association of Homeless 
and Street-Involved Youth 
Organizations 

OCV Architects 

Odyssey House, Inc. 

Ohel Children's Home and 
Family Services 

Options for Community Living, 
Inc. 

Osborne Association 

Oswego County Opportunities, 
Inc. 

Palladia, Inc. 

PathStone Corporation, Inc. 

PEOPLe, Inc 

Peoples First Baptist Church 

Phoenix House 

Pibly Residential Programs, 
Inc. 

Pratt Area Community Council 

Praxis Housing Initiatives, Inc. 

Preparation Church Of God 

Program Design and 
Development LLC 

Project FIND 

Project Hospitality 

Project Renewal, Inc.  

Project Urbanista 

Providence House, Inc. 

PSCH, Inc. 

R. Randy Lee, PC 

Rauschenbusch Metro 
Ministries 

RBC Capital Markets 

Real Estate Property Group 

Red Stone Equity Partners, 
LLC 

Rehabilitation Support 
Services, Inc. 

Residential Experience in 
Adult Living Inc. 

Richman Housing Resources, 
LLC 

Richmond Community 
Services 

Riverdale Mental Health 
Association 

Rochester's Cornerstone 
Group 

Rockaway Wildfire 

Rockland Hospital Guild 

RUPCO, Inc. 

Rural Housing Opportunities 
Corporation 

Saint Joseph's Medical Center 

Samaritan Village 

Saratoga County Rural 
Preservation Company 

Schenectady Community 
Action Program, Inc. 

SCO Family of Services 

SDI Laundry Solutions 

Search for Change, Inc. 

Service Program for Older 
People, Inc. 

Services for the Underserved 

Settlement Housing Fund 

Siena House 

Sisters of Charity of New York 

Sisters of Social Service of 
Buffalo, Inc. 

Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Rochester Leadership Team 
and Justice Committee 

SKA Marin 

Sky Light Center 

South Shore Association for 
Independent Living 

St. Catherine's Center For 
Children 

St. Dominic's Home 

St. Francis Residences 

St. Joseph's Hospital Health 
Center Syracuse 

St. Mary of the Assumption 
Church 

St. Vincent’s Hospital 
Westchester 

Staten Island Mental Health 
Society 

Steinway Child and Family 
Services 

STEL, Inc. 

Support Ministries/SASH 

Supportive Housing Network 
of New York 

Syracuse Behavioral 
Healthcare 

Teens Against Crime 

Tempro Development 
Company Inc. 

Tenants Political Action 
Committee 

The Actors Fund 

The Arker Companies 

The Bridge 

The Center for Alternative 
Sentencing and Employment 
Services 

The Church of the Ascension 

The Church of the Epiphany 

The City Congregation for 
Humanistic Judaism 

The Community Builders, Inc. 

The Doe Fund 

The Door 

The Fortune Society, Inc. 

The Guidance Center of 
Westchester 

The Housing Collaborative, 
LLC 

The Hudson Companies, Inc. 

The Legal Aid Society 

The Vecino Group 

The Way Back, Inc. 

Thorpe Family Residence, Inc. 
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Tompkins Community Action 

Transitional Living Services of 
Northern New York, Inc. 

Transitional Services, Inc. 

Transitional Services for New 
York, Inc. 

Trinity Lower East Side 
Lutheran Parish 

Trinity Lutheran Church of 
Manhattan 

Trinity's Services And Food for 
the Homeless 

Union Church of Bay Ridge 

Union Settlement Association 

Unique People Services, Inc. 

United Helpers 

United Neighborhood Houses 

Unity House of Troy, Inc. 

University Settlement 

Urban Architectural Initiatives 
RA P.C. 

Urban Builders Collaborative, 
LLC 

Urban Pathways, Inc.  

Venture House, Inc. 

Violence Intervention Program 

VIP Services 

VOCAL-NY 

Volunteers of America Greater 
New York 

Volunteers of America Upstate 
New York 

West 112th Street (Broadway-
Amsterdam) Block Association 

West End Presbyterian 
Church 

West End Residences HDFC, 
Inc. 

West Side Campaign Against 
Hunger 

West Side Federation for 
Senior and Supportive 
Housing, Inc. 

Westchester County Veterans 
Service Agency Committee 

Westhab, Inc. 

Wilson Commencement Park 

Weston United 

Win, Inc. 

YWCA of Binghamton and 
Broome County 

YWCA of Brooklyn 

YWCA of Rochester and 
Monroe County 

YWCA of Syracuse and 
Onondaga County Inc. 

YWCA of the Greater Capital 
Region, Inc. 

YWCA of the Niagara Frontier 

YWCA White Plains & Central 
Westchester 

Zion-St. Mark's Lutheran 
Church 









Faith Leaders for the Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing 
 
October, 2015 
 

Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of the State of New York 
NYS Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 
 

Honorable Bill de Blasio 
Mayor of the City of New York 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 
 

Dear Governor Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio: 
 

As Faith Leaders from many faith traditions,  from throughout New York City and State, we write to you 
to express our support for strengthening and extending the supportive housing plan known as New 
York/New York and join the Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing and more than 200 state 
and local organizations to call for a new City-State supportive housing initiative  – the Campaign 4 New 
York/New York Housing  - calling on Governor Cuomo to provide, in partnership with Mayor de Blasio 
and New York City and with other localities, 35,000 new units of supportive housing statewide for the 
most vulnerable New Yorkers. As you are both aware, we are at a crossroads in dealing with our large 
homeless populations. Permanent supportive housing is needed in particular for individuals and families 
with serious social service needs who face an uphill battle to find and maintain permanent, affordable 
housing and get off the streets.   
 

At the very heart of each of our faith traditions is the call to stand with the most vulnerable members 
of our human family.  In fact the very first special needs supportive housing program in New York was 
the St. Francis Friends of the Poor – for mentally disabled adults - established in 1980. Many members 
of our homeless population are our most vulnerable New Yorkers, including and especially those living 
with crippling mental illness.  With 60,000 people in New York City homeless today, and 80,000 
statewide – and given that only one out of six of the 20,000 approved applicants for supportive 
housing annually actually receive a housing placement due to the severe lack of available units, it is 
imperative that we all work together to establish a new City/State supportive housing agreement that 
fully funds the creation of 35,000 supportive housing units throughout New York State.  
 

A strong permanent supportive housing agreement will send a powerful signal to members of our 
congregations and the general public, advocates and stakeholders and the entire country that New 
York is serious in its determination to end homelessness – and will help to affirm the public’s faith that 
Government is committed to help all citizens to live full and decent lives.  New Yorkers look to both of 
you for your continued strong leadership on this issue. 
 

We look forward to hearing from each of you as to what your administration will do with regard to this 
most important of issues. 
 

In Faith, 
  



Father John Felice, Founder/ Co-Director, St. Francis Friends of the Poor, Manhattan 
Father John McVean, Founder/ Co-Director, St. Francis Friends of the Poor, Manhattan 
Father Tom Walters, Founder/ Co-Director, St. Francis Friends of the Poor, Manhattan 
Bishop Robert Alan Rimbo, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Metropolitan New York Synod 
Bishop Lawrence Provenzano, Episcopal Diocese of Long Island 
Rabbi Joseph Potasnik, Executive V.P., NY Board of Rabbis 
Morris Gurley, President, New York City Council of Churches 
Reverend Robert Foltz-Morrison, Executive Presbyter, Presbytery of New York City  
Bishop Jane Allen Middleton, New York Annual Conference United Methodist Church 
Bishop James O. Stallings, American Baptist Churches of Metropolitan New York 
Reverend Kristen Granberg, Moderator, Presbytery of New York City 
Reverend Skip L'Heureux, Executive Director, Queens Federation of Churches 
Reverend Dr. William Lupfer, Rector, Trinity Wall Street 
Reverend Dr. Serene Jones, President, Union Theological Seminary, Manhattan 
Reverend Fred Davie, Exec. VP, Union Theological Seminary, Manhattan 
Reverend Dr. Donald W. Shriver, Jr., President Emeritus, Union Theological Seminary, Manhattan 
Peggy L. Shriver, Former Executive, National Council of Churches 
Dr. Anne Klaeysen, Leader, New York Society for Ethical Culture 
Reverend Chloe Breyer, Director, Interfaith Center of New York, Manhattan 
Reverend John H. Vaughn, Executive Vice President, Auburn Seminary, Manhattan 
The Very Reverend James Parks Morton, Dean Emeritus, Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine 
Dr. Uma Mysoreka, President, The Hindu Temple Society of North America, Flushing, NY  
Reverend Dr. Raymond Rivera, President, Latino Pastoral Action Center, Bronx 
Onleilove Alston, Executive Director, Faith in New York  
Reverend Que English, Chair, NYC Clergy Round table, Senior Pastor, Bronx Christian Fellowship 
Laura Jervis, Parish Assoc., Rutgers Presbyterian Church & ED, (Retired) West Side Federation for Senior and Supportive Housing, Inc.  
Reverend Terry Troia, Director, Project Hospitality, Staten Island 
Kevin E. Calderwood, President, NY NY South Mission of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Dhanpaul Narine, President, Shri Trimurti Bhavan Hindu Temple, Queens 
Imam Souleimane Konate, Secretary, Harlem Islamic Leadership, Inc. / Masjid Aqsa, Manhattan 
Imam Mouhamed M.  Sakho At-Tijani, President, Islamic Cultural Foundation of America (ICFA) 
Reverend Dr.  Robert L. Brashear, Chair, Interfaith Assembly, Pastor, West Park Presbyterian Church, Manhattan 
Dr. Diane Steinman, Director, Interfaith Network for Immigration Reform 
Marc Greenberg, Executive Director, Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing 
Bishop Andrew St. John, Rector, Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration, Manhattan 
Reverend James Addison, Life Experience and Faith Sharing Association 
Reverend Moira K. Ahearne, Co-Pastor, the Community Church of Little Neck, Queens  
Rabbi Daniel Aldar, Brotherhood Synagogue, Manhattan 
Imam Shamsi Ali, Spiritual Leader, Jamaica Muslim Center 
Rabbi Renni S. Altman, Associate Dean, Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, Rabbinical Program 
Reverend Ian Alterman, Pastor, Spirit Fellowship Ministries, Manhattan 
Reverend Laurie J. Andersen, Interim Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Queens 
Reverend Jean-Miguel Auguste, Pastor, St. Pius X RC Church, Queens 
Reverend John Backe, Pastor, Christ Lutheran Church, Staten Island 
Reverend Christopher Ballard, Rector, Trinity-St. John’s Episcopal Church, Hewlett 
Reverend Delores Barret, Pastor, Community United Methodist Church, Queens 
Reverend Dr. Stephen Bauman, Senior Minister, Christ Church United Methodist  
Deacon Dennis Barton, Middle Collegiate Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Dr. Scott Black Johnston, Senior Pastor, Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, Manhattan 
Rabbi Steven Blane, Sim Shalom Synagogue 
Reverend Paul Block, Pastor, Transfiguration Lutheran Church, Bronx 
Reverend Michael S. Bos, Senior Minister, West End Collegiate Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Dr. Mark Bozzuti-Jones, Priest for Pastoral Care & Community, Trinity Wall Street, Manhattan 
Reverend Dr. Kathy Bozzuti-Jones, Associate Director of Faith Formation & Education, Trinity Wall Street, Manhattan 
Reverend S. David Brettell, Pastor, Glen Morris Presbyterian Church, Queens 
Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor, VP, WUPJ 
Rabbi Marcelo R. Bronstein, Congregation B'nai Jeshurun, Manhattan 
Reverend Dr. Elise Brown, Pastor, Advent Lutheran Church, Manhattan 
Adam Bucko, Hab Community & The Reciprocity Foundation 
Raj Bhushan, Past President, Sathya Sai Baba Center of Manhattan 
Reverend Dr. Calvin O. Butts, III, Pastor, Abyssinian Baptist Church  
Reverend Lawrence Byrne, All Saints Episcopal Church, Bayside, NY 



Reverend Matthew Calkins, Grace Episcopal Church, Queens 
Father Michael J. Callaghan, Executive Director, Nazareth Housing, Pastor, The Oratory Church of St. Boniface 
Reverend Dr. James Campbell, Pastor, Broadway United Church of Christ, Manhattan  
Father Michael Carnevale, St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Manhattan 
Reverend Luis-Alfredo Cartagena Zayas, Associate Pastor, Park Avenue Christian Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Glen Chalmers, Executive Director, Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen, Manhattan 
Reverend Stephen Chinlund, Former Director, Episcopal Social Services, NYC 
Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen, Manhattan 
Father David Convertino, St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Manhattan 
Father Joseph Covoto, OFM, Church of St. Francis, Manhattan 
Reverend Dr. Bronco Crooke, Trinity United Methodist Church, Queens 
Reverend Chase Danford, Episcopal Diocese of New York 
Reverend Adrian Dannhauser, St James Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Karen  Davis-Lawson, St. George Episcopal Church, Queens 
Reverend Dr. Sara Day, Metro Baptist Church, Manhattan 
Sister Carol De Angelo, Director, Sisters of Charity of New York, Peace and Justice 
Dan DeBrucker-Cota, Ruling Elder, Robinson Memorial Presbyterian Church, Syracuse 
Reverend Beverly Dempsey, Pastor, Jan Hus Presbyterian Church and Neighborhood House, Manhattan 
Pastor Joshua Deonarine, Agape Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Father William Derby, Rector, St. Edward the Martyr 
Reverend Amandus Derr, Senior Pastor, St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Manhattan 
Swamini Sri Devi, Director, Lalitamba Mandiram Ashram, Manhattan 
Reverend Alistair Drummond, Pastor, West End Presbyterian Church, Manhattan 
Father John Duffell, Pastor, Church of the Blessed Sacrament, Manhattan 
Reverend Kate Dunn, Associate Pastor, Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, Manhattan 
Very Reverend Wsewolod Dutikow, Senior Minister, Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox Church, Queens 
Reverend Michael Ellick, former Associate Pastor, Judson Memorial Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Brian Ellis-Gibbs, Pastor, Queens Baptist Church, Queens Village 
Reverend Robert Emerick, Pastor, Bay Ridge United Methodist Church, Brooklyn 
Reverend Mark E. Erson, Pastor, St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Manhattan 
Dr. James Fairbanks, Editor, Saving Justice, Bronx 
Rabbi Michael Feinberg, Director, New York City Labor Religion Coalition  
Reverend Dr. Dorothy Fentress, Founder, Samaritans Outreach Ministries 
Rabbi Brian Fink, Director/Community Organizer, Engage Jewish Service Corps, JCC, Manhattan 
Reverend Katherine Flexer, Rector, St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Lawrence D. Ford, OFM, Pastor, Church of the Holy Name of Jesus (RC) 
Reverend Dr. Mary Foulke Rector, St. Mary's Episcopal Church, Harlem 
Sheikha Feriha Friedrich, Nur Ashki Jerrahi Sufi Order 
Sister Eileen Gannon, Executive Team Member, Dominican Sisters of Sparkill  
Reverend Elizabeth Garnsey, Episcopal Church of the Heavenly Rest, Manhattan 
Pastor Carl Garrison, Associate Minister of Community of Hope, Manhattan Church of Christ, Manhattan 
Jason Glass, Stake President, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Woodside 
Rabbi Jonah Geffen, former Rabbinic Director, J Street 
Reverend Calvin Gibson, Senior Pastor, Ebenezer Baptist Church, Queens 
Reverend Joel A. Gibson, Director of Faith Based Initiatives, Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies  
Rabbi Megan Goldman, Senior Jewish Educator, Columbia/Barnard Hillel, the Kraft Center for Jewish Life 
Reverend Dr. Cynthia Griffin, Psychoanalyst, Manhattan 
Reverend Mark Hallinan, S.J. , Pastor, Our Lady of Mount Carmel + St. Benedicta Church, S.I.  
Reverend Charlene Han Powell, Associate Pastor, Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, Manhattan 
Edward Hauck, Board Member, Queens Federation of Churches  
Reverend Martin Hauser, Pastor, Lutheran Church of Grace and St. Paul, Manhattan 
Reverend B.J. Hutto, Associate Minister, Madison Avenue Baptist Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Tiffany Triplett Henkel, Senior Pastor, Metro Baptist Church, Manhattan 
Dr. Peter G. Heltzel, Co-Director, Micah Institute, New York Theological Seminary, Manhattan 
Father Michael Holleran , The Church of Notre Dame, Manhattan 
Father Stephen Holton, Associate Rector, Grace Church in New York 
Reverend Stephen C. Holton, STM, Director, Neighborhood Embrace, Episcopal-Muslim Relations, Manhattan 
Katy Homans, Clerk, 15th St. Religious Society of Friends Shelter, Manhattan 
Reverend Dr. Jane Huber, Interim Associate Minister, Plymouth Church, Brooklyn 
Reverend Brenda Husson, Rector, St. James Episcopal Church 
Reverend B.J. Hutton, Madison Avenue Baptist Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Maja Inde, Deacon, Church of Sweden, Manhattan 



Rabbi David A. Ingber, Founder and Spiritual Director, Congregation Romemu. NYC 
Reverend Gregory L. Johnson, Inter-Faith Minister for Family Caregiving, Marble Collegiate Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Karen Johnson, Director, Recovery and Community Initiatives, Project Hospitality, Staten Island 
Chan Jamoona, Director, United Hindu Cultural Council of North America, Inc., Queens 
Marilyn Joseph, Educator, Calvary Baptist Church, Bronx 
Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster, Dir. of Program, T'ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights 
Reverend Jes Kast-Keat, Associate Minister, West End Collegiate Church, Manhattan 
Rabbi Jeremy Kalmanofsky, Congregation Ansche Chesed, Manhattan 
Sister Maryellen Kane, CSJ, St. Mary Magdalene Church, Springfield Gardens 
Reverend James “K” Karpen, Senior Pastor, Church of St. Paul and St. Andrew, Manhattan 
Pastor Adlerette Kebreau, Jesus is Lord Ministry, Manhattan 
Aminta Kilawan, Co-Founder, Sadhana Coalition of Progressive Hindus, Queens 
Reverend Doug King, Presbytery of New York City  
Sister Janet Kinney, CSJ, Executive Director, Providence House Inc.  
Sister Joan Kirby, United Nations Representative, Temple of Understanding 
Reverend Clyde Kuemmerle, Executive Director, Ecclesia, New York 
Reverend Dr, Katherine Kurs, Ecumenical Associate, West Park Presbyterian Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Lydia E. LeBron, Pastor, Grace United Methodist Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Jacqui Lewis, Senior Minister, Middle Collegiate Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Terence Alexander Lee, Rector, St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church, Hollis 
Reverend Larissa Kwong Abazia, Pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills, Queens 
Monsignor Thomas Leonard, Pastor, St. Stephen of Hungary Church, Manhattan 
Rabbi Robert Levine, Congregation Rodeph Sholom, Manhattan 
Rabbi Ellen Lippmann, Kolot Chayeinu, Brooklyn  
Reverend Michael E. Livingston, Executive Minister, The Riverside Church, Manhattan 
Father Paul Lostritto, St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Manhattan 
Rabbi Sara Luria, ImmerseNYC 
Reverend Dr. Sally Noland MacNichol, Co-Executive Director, Connect - Safe Families – Peaceful Communities  
Rabbi Marc Margolius, West End Synagogue, Manhattan 
Father Gilbert Martinez, CSP, Pastor, Church of St. Paul the Apostle, Manhattan 
Rabbi Jose Rolando Matalon, Congregation B'nai Jeshurun. Manhattan 
Reverend Elizabeth G. Maxwell, Rector, Episcopal Church of the Ascension, Manhattan 
Sister Maryann McHugh, CSJ, Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood 
Reverend Leslie Merlin, Pastor, Second Presbyterian Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Erika Meyer, Rector, Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, Manhattan 
Rabbi Jessica Kate Meyer, Assistant Rabbi and co-Music Director, Ramemu, Manhattan 
Reverend Chris Mietlowski, Pastor, Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church, Manhattan 
Father Stephen Mimnaugh, St. Francis of Assisi, Manhattan 
Ramawamy Mohan, Trustee, The Hindu Temple Society of North America, Queens 
Reverend Georgiette Morgan-Thomas, Pastor, Mustard Seed Faith Ministries, Manhattan  
Rabbi Steven Moskowitz, Congregation L’Dor V’Dor, Oyster Bay 
Reverend Eric Mull, Pastor, Lutheran Ascension Table, Bronx 
Father Hugo Nacciarone, SJ. The Church of our Lady of Mt. Carmel-St. Benedicta, Staten Island 
Rohan Narine, Youth Leader, Shri Trimurti Bhavan Hindu Temple, Queens 
Carol Nixon, Director of Social Justice, The Riverside Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Heidi Neumark, Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church in Manhattan 
Reverend Michelle Nickens, Metro Baptist Church, Manhattan 
Aparnna Nistala, President , Manhattan Sathya Sai Baba Center  
Reverend Debra Northern, The Riverside Church, Manhattan 
Rabbi Shuli Passow, Director of Community Engagement, Congregation B’nai Jeshurun 
Reverend Patrick O'Connor, Senior Pastor, First Presbyterian Church in Jamaica 
Reverend James Osei-Kofi, Associate Pastor, Bethesda Healing Center, Brooklyn 
Rosemarie Pace, Director, Pax Christi Metro New York  
Monsignor John Paddack, Pastor, Church of Notre Dame, Manhattan 
Reverend Clint Padgitt, Zion-St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Jennifer A. Reddall, Rector, The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, Manhattan 
Reverend Thia Reggio, Pastor, Astoria First Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 
Reverend Anna Rieke, Pastor, “2 or 3 Project” of the Lutheran Synod of New York  
Sister Jane M. Reilly, CSJ, Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood 
Father Andrew J. Reitz, OFM, Church of St. Francis, Manhattan 
Thomas Rippe, Secretary, Nur Ashki Jerrahi Sufi Order 
Reverend Irving Rivera, Pastor, Reformed Church in America, Bronx 



Father Robert J. Robbins, Pastor, Church of Our Savior, Manhattan 
Reverend David Rommereim, Pastor, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Brooklyn 
Reverend Dr. Kenneth Ruge, Senior Pastor, Reformed Church of Bronxville 
Kathy Salsbury, Ruling Elder, Robinson Memorial Presbyterian Church, Syracuse 
Reverend Dr. Samuel Samson, Pastor, Indo/Pak Lutheran Church, Queens 
Reverend Matthew Schaeffer, Pastor, Bethel United Methodist Church, Staten Island 
Reverend Donna Schaper, Senior Pastor, Judson Memorial Church, Manhattan 
Father Xavier John Seubert, OFM, Priest, Church of St. Francis of Assisi, Manhattan 
Pandit Umesh Sharma, Priest, Shri Visnu Mandir Hindu Temple, Bronx 
Reverend Chris Shelton, Pastor, Broadway Presbyterian Church, Manhattan  
Dorothy M. Scholz-Beyer, Associate in Ministry, ELCA, Manhattan Conference of the Metropolitan NY Synod 
Reverend Gary Schulz, Pastor, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Queens 
Sister Margaret M. Siroka, Director, Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation, Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement, Garrison 
Rev. Canon Victoria Sirota, Cathedral Church St John the Divine, New York 
Father Francis Skelly, Pastor, Immaculate Conception, Bronx 
Rabbi Felicia L. Sol, Congregation B'nai Jeshurun, Manhattan 
Reverend Bruce Southworth, Pastor, Community Church of New York, Inc.  
Sister Florence Speth, Director, Fox House, Bronx 
Reverend Caroline Stacey, Rector, Episcopal Church of St. Luke in the Fields, Manhattan 
Reverend Jared R. Stahler, Pastor, Saint Peter's Lutheran Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Buddy Stallings, Rector, St. Bartholomew Episcopal Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Scott Stearman, Ph.D., Pastor, Metro Baptist Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Ondrej (Andrew) Stehlik, Pastor, Rutgers Presbyterian Church. Manhattan 
Rabbi Michael Strassfeld, Society for the Advancement of Judaism, Manhattan 
Reverend Charles “Chick” Straut, New York Methodist Conference 
Reverend James Sudbrock, Pastoral Associate, Advent Lutheran Church, NYC 
Reverend Edward Sunderland, Associate Rector, St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, Exec. Dir, Crossroads Community, Manhattan 
Charles Sugrim, Church Council Chairperson, Trinity United Methodist Church, Queens 
Reverend Marie A. Tatro, Curate, St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church, Brooklyn 
Reverend Adriene Thorne, Executive Minister, Middle Collegiate Church, Manhattan 
Sister Phyllis Tierney, Coordinator, Justice and Peace, Sisters of St. Joseph, Rochester  
Pastor Chris Travis, Senior Pastor, Everyday Christian Church, Manhattan 
Dave Velenza, Ruling Elder, Robinson Memorial Presbyterian Church, Syracuse 
Reverend Winnie Varghese, Rector, St. Mark's In the Bowery Episcopal Church 
Sunita Vishwanathan, Co-Founder, Sadhana: Coalition of Progressive Hindus  
Reverend Kino Vitet, St. Joseph Episcopal Church, Queens 
Hemant Wadhwani, Hindu American Seva Charities  
Revered Donald B. Wahlig, Associate Pastor, Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, Manhattan  
Reverend Michael A. Walrond, Jr., Senior Pastor, First Corinthian Baptist Church, Manhattan  
Reverend Jon M. Walton, Senior Pastor, First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York  
Reverend J. Donald Waring, Rector, Grace Church in New York  
Reverend Randy Weber, Associate Pastor, Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, Manhattan 
Rabbi Simkha Y. Weintraub, LCSW 
Hazzan Michael Weis, Cantor, Brotherhood Synagogue, Manhattan  
Reverend Suzanne Wiedel-Pace, The Riverside Church, Manhattan 
Reverend Dr. Anette Westermark, Queens, Presbytery of New York City 
Pastor Gary Wiley, Lead Pastor, Trinity Grace Church, Washington Heights Parish  
Pastor Nathan Winstead, Associate Pastor, Everyday Christian Church, Manhattan 
Larissa Wohl, Social Action Coordinator, Congregation B’nai Jeshurun 
Reverend Dr. Johnny Ray Youngblood, Executive Pastor, Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, Brooklyn 

 
_____237______ 

 
--- Organizational affiliations are listed for identification purposes only --- 

For info about the NYNY4 Faith Leader Sign-on Campaign, contact the Interfaith Assembly, 
 Marc Greenberg, Executive Director, Marc@iahh.org, 917-913-0098/212-316-3171, website - iahh.org 

mailto:Marc@iahh.org

