COOL LEARNING
CHRONICLES:

Adventures in Learning

The 10th year of Cool Summers
came to a close as Autumn rang
CLE CALENDAR
October 7

CPMP (Career Pathways
My Pathway)
Mentor/Mentee Reunion

in with falling leaves, cooler,
crisp, air, and opportunities for
our CLE students to experience
Fall and Nature in all its glory.

October 9

Columbus Day

We recently welcomed the arrival

October 22

Fall/Winter

of Winter with the Solstice on

Indoor Tennis
Begins

December 21. From here, the
days will grow longer!

November 23 Thanksgiving
December 2

Parents &
Partners
Game Night

December 21 Winter Solstice/
First Day of Winter
with Shortest Day & Longest Night

Just for fun….See if you can find and count all of
the acorns in this newsletter! (Answer on back.)

Read further to find out what
we‟ve been up to and learn more
about what we
have planned.
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On the afternoon of
October 7, Career
Pathways students met
together at First Baptist
Church in Waukegan,
for a Reunion and Fall
meet-up with their
mentors to celebrate
and catch up.
Mentor Meet-ups were
created in response to
positive feedback from
parents, students, and

mentors about the
Career Pathways My
Pathway program. In
the mentee feedback,
many requested the
opportunity to “do
more things with my
mentor.” The first
CPMP reunion lunch
was held October 7th
and was attended by
over 50 students, their
families and

mentors. The lunch
focused on goal
setting, an important
soft skill, and was used
to introduce mentors to
mentee families. CPMP
continues to evolve
with the launch of
„Talking the Wauk‟, a
community-based
project spearheaded by
students and their
mentors.

Right: CPMP Students (7th & 8th
Grade), connect with their Mentors.
Above : CLE Day in October at
Greenbelt Forest Preserve.
Below: Students collected native
plants seeds.
Below Right: Enjoying a little ice
cream after a busy day of work &
play at Greenbelt.

—
On Columbus Day,
October 9, CLE
participated in a
stewardship project
collecting native plant
seeds at
Greenbelt Forest
Preserve.
In the afternoon

children enjoyed a

Playdate in Nature,
sponsored by the Lake
County Forest
Preserves. Some of
the students even
constructed a fort from
fallen trees and
vegetation in a recently

restored area at
Greenbelt.
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Starting October 22,
CLE Students had the
opportunity to
participate in the First
Baptist Church‟s Cool
Learning Experience
Fall/Winter Indoor
Tennis instructions
at College Park
Athletic Club at the
Marriott Lincolnshire

Resort in Lincolnshire,
Illinois.
In addition to
encouraging a healthy
lifestyle and offering a
chance to have some
fun, tennis is a sport
where children can
learn life lessons and
values. Tennis can
teach kids how to build

self-confidence,
increase
problem-solving,
learn sportsmanship,
improve mental
concentration and
strength, learn
patience/perseverance,
and learn strategy
and planning.

&
On Saturday,
December 2, CLE
parents, students and
partners came together
to enjoy fellowship,
food and fun. Amidst
all of the holiday hustle
and bustle, we wanted
to offer an opportunity
to come together for a

bit of fun and laughter,
at our first Parents &
Partners Fun and
Games Night.

We had fun playing
bingo, chess, Uno,
board games and kids
play.

Over 60 people of all
ages enjoyed eating
pozoles, pasta,
artichoke dip, chicken
flautas, homemade
cupcakes and more.

"This was so much fun
and we‟ll look forward
to doing it again", a
CLE mom commented
as we ended our
evening.

Above Right and Center Left:
Indoor tennis at the Marriott
Lincolnshire made possible by a
partnership with the U.S. Tennis
Association Midwest Section,
individual donors and local
business. Students receiving tennis
instruction from professional
coaches for 1.5 hours each Sunday
evening through May.
Center Right: Fun and Games Night!

As we draw closer to the end of another year, we want to acknowledge and say thank you to all of
our amazing volunteers. We couldn't do it without them. They contribute their time, talent, spirit and
heart to the program. We wish to recognize these contributions and say thank you.
Join us February 24, 2018, to celebrate our CLE volunteers.

—

January 3-5: CLE Days during winter break; January 15: CLE Day/Martin
Luther King Day; February 19: CLE Day/Presidents Day; February 24: CLE Loves
Our Volunteers Celebration; March 26-30: Spring Break Week;
April 28: CLE Annual Spring Gathering.

During this season of Thanks and Giving, here are some thoughts to reflect on…
“What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is
what difference we have made to the lives of others that will
determine the significance of the life we lead.” - Nelson Mandela

“The wise man does not lay upon his own
treasures. The more he gives to others, the more he has for his own”
“Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.”

- Lao Tzu

- Booker T. Washington

“At the end of the day, it's not about what you have or even what you've
accomplished. It's about what you've done with those accomplishments.
Its about who you've lifted up, who you've made better. It‟s about what
you've given back." - Denzel Washington
“The value of a man resides in what he gives and not in what he is capable

of receiving.

” - Albert Einstein

“You only have what you give. It‟s by spending yourself that you
become rich.” –Isabel Allende

“It is the heart that does the giving; the fingers only let go.”
- Nigerian saying

Educating Children; Supporting Families; Inspiring Well-Being;

The mission of the
Cool Learning
Experience is to
foster the well-being
of the whole child in
healthy relationship
with family,
community and the
natural world.

Building Community & Championing Nature

clewaukegan.org
Like us on Facebook!

Answer for Acorn Challenge: There
are 17 acorns in total, sprinkled
throughout this Fall 2017 CLE
Newsletter! There are 5 on the
Cover, 5 on Page 2, 4 on Page 3,
and 3 on the Back Cover. Did you
find them all? Good work!
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