
Jean-Claude Juncker 

President 

European Commission 

 

Thursday, 18 January 2018 

 

 

Dear President Juncker, 

 

The Developers Alliance, the world’s leading advocate for software developers, including industry 

leaders in consumer, enterprise, industrial, and emerging software, and a global network of more than 

70,000 developers, together with the undersigned organisations and companies, representing a wide 

range of European digital businesses, are writing today to express ongoing concern with the 

Commission’s investigation of Android’s business practices.  

As you know, some of us already wrote to DG Competition last year with these concerns, and we hope 

there will be further opportunities to engage with your staff, as a negative decision in this case could 

adversely impact European businesses and the EU’s global leadership in this sector. 

 

Our first concern is fragmentation of the mobile ecosystem. You have already heard complaints that 

Google's anti-fragmentation agreement (AFA) restricts hardware makers from diversifying their 

Android-based devices. Changes to Google's AFA could undermine the consistency of various Android 

devices, which would be lethal to our businesses. Currently we are able to offer consumers a 

seamless, stable experience across Android devices that keeps their data secure and facilitates easy 

switching among various competing Android devices. It does not make business sense to develop 

different versions of our applications for each of the thousands of Android devices. We see significant 

differentiation and intra-platform competition (among Android Original Equipment Manufacturers), and 

want to ensure there remains a stable, scalable Android platform. This is vital to achieving a positive 

user experience and the continued success of the app economy. 

 

We have no concerns about the way Google distributes its own applications on some Android devices. 

Google allows rivals to be preinstalled alongside its own apps. As a result, most device manufacturers 

preload apps coming from a large variety of app developers including several European ones. Further, 

it is very easy for all developers to reach consumers via the Android platform. Apps can be 

downloaded in seconds from any source, and we have seen that many of the most successful 

applications grew in popularity because they were useful and consumers liked them - not because they 

were preinstalled on various devices. The openness of Android’s platform benefits developers. We 

hope the EC investigation will not undermine this ability for app developers to reach 2 billion users and 

not turn the mobile ecosystem into a multiple fragmented ecosystem.  

 

The proof that Android works for European developers is clear. A recent report from AppAnnie predicts 

more than 165 billion app downloads from the several Android app stores in 2017, and 308 billion app 

downloads in 2021. This will continue to drive the success of, amongst others, European companies. 

As these opportunities continue to expand, so will our businesses, and thus it is imperative that the 

Commission does not undercut our future growth. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns, and we look forward to speaking with your office 

soon.  

 



Sincerely, 

 
Michela Palladino 

Director EU Policy and Government Relations, 
Developers Alliance 

michela@developersalliance.org  
 

 

 
 

Łukasz Konior 
 Chief Operating Officer  

All In Mobile 
luke@allinmobile.co  

 

  
 

Benjamin Monjoie 
Manager 
Appkers 

bmo@appkers.com  
 

  
Konstantin Dinev  

Chief Executive Officer 
Atom Solutions 

k.dinev@atomsolutions.net  

 
 

Wolfgang Dahmen 
Dipl.-Wi.-Ing Engineer 

Banana Glue 
wolfgang.dahmen@me.com 

  
Adam LG Ring 

Cofounder 
Beard Brothers dot global 

adamlgring@beardbrothers.global  

 
 

Jeroen Mols 
Owner  

Build IT bvba 
info@jeroenmols.com  

 
Jeremias Loock 

CEO and Founder 
Cantinio 

jeremias@cantinio.com   

 
 
 

Robert Dahlberg 
Chief Executive Officer 

Challenge Accepted 
dahlberg.bob@gmail.com  

 
Andreas Backx 

Co-founder  
Cloock 

andreas@cloock.be 

 
 

Boris Kolev 
Vice President of Business Development 

Digimark 
boris@digimark.bg  

 

 
       

 
 
 

Elliot Gouy 
Developer 
FameUs 

gouy.elliot@gmail.com  

 

 
Ratko Bozovic 

Director of Growth 
Gamehouse 

ratko@gamehouse.com 
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Ashley Davies 
Senior Android Developer 

ImmobilienScout24 
ashley.davies@scout24.com 

 
 

 
 

Martin Adamek 
Chief Executive Officer 

Inloop 
adamek@inloop.eu 

 

 
Louis Rouffineau 

Chief Technology Officer 
LaCompany 

louis@lacompany.fr  
 

 
Simon Rolin  

Chief Executive Officer 
MarginWeb SPRL 

simon.rolin@marginweb.com 

 

 
Daniel Murray 

Co-founder 
Mobula 

Daniel@mobu.la  

 

 
 

Panayotis Tzinis 
Intelligence Tech Lead 
X-Lab by Moonshot Lab 

planet@mustafar.xyz  

 

 
Ted Bayybut 

Managing Director 
MovieSweep Ltd 

moviesweepdev@gmail.com 

  

 
Gianpaolo Riva 

Co-founder 
Nuzdah s.a.s 

Gianpaolo.riva@nuzdah.com 

 

 
 

Guillaume Hachez 
CEO/CTO 

QuickLyric SPRL 
guillaume@quicklyric.com 

 

 
 

Edward Cooper 
Head of Mobile 

Revolut 
edward@revolut.com 

 

 

 
Daniel Leal 
Tech Lead 

SPMS - Serviços Partilhados do 
Ministério da Saúde  

danielgek@gmail.com  

 
 

Yannick Lemin 
Chief Executive Officer 

TechYOS SPRL 
yanngeek@gmail.com 
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Karel Bourgois 

Chief Executive Officer 
Voxist 

karel@voxist.com 

 

 
 

Tariq Patel 
Head of Engineering 

Yoyo Wallet Ltd 
tariq@yoyowallet.com  

 
 
 

 Ricardo Amaral 
Senior Software Engineer 

ricardo.amaral@paddypowerbetfair.com   
 

 
 

Christophe Beyls 
Android developer 

software@digitalia.be  

 
 

Gonçalo Correia Mindera 
Android developer 

goncalojoaocorreia@gmail.com  
 

Nicola Corti 
Android Engineer 

corti.nico@gmail.com  
 

Jan Percic 
Developer 

jan.percic@ynap.com  
 

Bart Van den Keybus 
Independent Android Developer 
bartvandenkeybus@gmail.com 

 

https://www.voxist.com/
mailto:karel@voxist.com
https://www.yoyowallet.com/
mailto:tariq@yoyowallet.com
mailto:ricardo.amaral@paddypowerbetfair.com
mailto:software@digitalia.be
mailto:goncalojoaocorreia@gmail.com
mailto:corti.nico@gmail.com
mailto:jan.percic@ynap.com
mailto:bartvandenkeybus@gmail.com

