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1. Project Narrative
AFFORDABLE FAMILY HOUSING FOR FARMWORKERS IN VISALIA, CALIFORNIA

Project Narrative

The design of the housing estate was based on the analysis of the area and consideration of

the needs of the residents. It meets the program requirements included in the conditions of the

competition as well as guidelines for zero-energy buildings. Reference to local traditions and simple

architecture makes the complex fit well in the context of the place. Thanks to the arrangement of

social space, the estate provides a place for neighborhood integration for people of all ages.

The buildings are adapted to the climate conditions prevailing in the region of the study area

through the use of a number of sustainable architecture solutions. Both natural building materials

and advanced ecological systems have been used. They reduce the negative effects of harsh weather

conditions while taking advantage of their positive aspects. The energy balance calculations carried

out on the model building show the effectiveness of the solutions used. The project aims to promote

sustainable design with respect for the environment.

The basic urban planning decision was to give the buildings the form of mini-quarters. They

have a semi-open form which makes them easy to ventilate. The design of terraces, greenhouses

and the arrangement of vegetation between the buildings ensures contact with nature. The masses

of individual buildings are locally lowered and replaced by terraces in order to ensure better lighting

of all premises and reconstruct the original bio-active surface. In the center of the whole complex, a

common space was designed to provide recreational and relaxation activities.
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