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RENEWABLE ENERGY CROWDFUNDING
CONFERENCE 2015: What did we learn?

“

For the second consecutive year SolarPlaza
had gathered members of renewable energy
crowdfunding industry in London. Being a new and
fresh industry, significant developments and leaps
forward happen incredibly quickly. The top subjects,
coming up various times during the conference day,
were a lot different than only a year ago. These are
the three takeaways from the RE Crowdfunding
Conference 2015:

There’s no lack of investment, but a lack of quality
projects
It became very obvious that for many platforms,
the greatest challenge for upscaling operations is
the difficulty of providing projects to actually be
crowdfunded.
During the day I heard no one complaining
that they are struggling to get investment in
from crowdfunders. However, there was a lot of
discussion, both on stage and during breaks, on how
to clinch deals, how to find quality projects, how to
take potential leads from the very beginning of the
deal pipeline to become actual projects.
The average investment size in crowdfunded
renewable energy projects seems to surprise
one after another. Trine’s COO Andreas Lehner
expressed his amazement that their first project
had attracted individual investments of several
thousand euros. Trillion Fund’s Julia Groves,
meanwhile, stated that for them the average size of
an investment made by an individual crowdfunder
is above £4000.
Even though it was me who stated on the stage that
crowdfunding is a community business, it seems
that a very crucial part of the process takes place
way before the crowd is even found.

written by:

Jukka Kajan
CEO
Joukon Voima

Could I get involved? - The legal hurdles for cross
border crowdfunding
The line that the facilitator, SolarPlaza’s Edwin
Koot, kept on repeating the most was ”Can I
get involved in the projects on your platform?”.
Platforms all across the world have interesting
projects ongoing and surely there are interested
investors screening opportunities regardless of their
nationality and location. The most common answer
to Mr. Koot’s question ”Well…uhm…in the future,
yes,” accompanied by uneasy wriggling in their
seats.
A harmonized legal framework across countries is
the solution that everyone is looking for. Eversheds’
Matthijs Bolkenstein ended his review on EU level
legislation by saying that, ”I hope we’re half way
through the journey”. Someone dared to ask when
will the harmonization be done then. “Maybe in
three years”, Bolkenstein speculated.
Before the framework is harmonized, I presume
that platforms will customize their legal documents
to apply to new countries one by one and
consequently arrange bilateral cooperation with
national platforms.
Kudos also to Citizenergy with their mission to
build a pan-european platform for crowdfunding
renewables!

Reaching for the Triple Bottomline
Crowdfunding renewables provides a great
chance to tackle the triple bottomline: financial,
environmental and social benefits. During the day
we heard examples from emerging markets and
local neighborhoods.
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To me the most inspiring speech of the day was held
by Paul Camp representing Big60Million. Their
project provides some great examples on how to
involve the locals and create local ecosystems. For
example, the solar park that Big60Million funded in
Atherstone is not just about generating renewable
energy. It is a bee farm with enormous wildflower
beds protecting biodiversity, study field for the local
kids and much more.It is evident that projects where
the benefits remain in the local community tend
to gain great support. Based on their experience,
Camp expressed this natural tendency well:”People
care more about what’s in it for me than some other
concerns”.
German-based Ecoligo and the Swedish Trine are
focusing their operations on developing countries.
Ecoligo seeks to have their first campaign opened
in the first half of 2016. While the conference
was underway, Trine members were at the same
time dealing with their pre-launch stage for a solar
project in Kenya.

The two companies are fighting energy poverty
by providing electricity to locations where it is a
scarcity. Solar systems will replace polluting diesel
generators and make lighting solutions hazardous
for health unnecessary. The social benefits, in
particular, can be enormous. The radiation levels
make sure that the potential financial benefits of
solar systems in Africa is well above the figures that
we’re used to in Northern Europe.
The triple bottomline gathered much more attention
than last year, which is well justified to say the least.
Even though the broader set of benefits is such an
essential part of our business, I dare to say, it is not
emphasized enough in our own talks, neither in our
marketing communications.

”
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Selection of Participating Organizations
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Participant Stats
POSITION
C-level

39%

Director

25%

Other

18%

Manager

15%

Analyst/Consultant

3%

INDUSTRY BACKGROUND
Crowdfunding Platform

26%

Project Development/Manufacturing

22%

Other

13%

Government/Association

11%

Investment/Finance

11%

Consultancy/Research

8%

Law Firms

5%

Utility

4%

REGION
UK

35%

Rest of EU

25%

FR

14%

DE

8%

IT

6%

USA

4%

Asia

4%

Africa

1%

RENEWABLE ENERGY
CROWDFUNDING
CONFERENCE

Feedback

8.8

General Evaluation:
86% of attendees will recommend the event to a colleague
82% of attendees stated that the conference matched their expectations
Testimonials
“Great to speak with people having same passions!”

Founder & COO

“A really good range of all the key issues and an excellent range of the principal
actors in the room.”

Consultant

“Solar Plaza’s RE CROWDFUNDING CONFERENCE is a must - for anyone
already in this industry or just making the first steps into building the
crowdfunding platforms of the future, both from the information you receive in
presentations and panel discussions point of view but also the networking sessions
that bring together developers - platforms - communicators.”

Head of Marketing and
Business Development

“The conference was an excellent mirror of the entrepreneurial spirit that is driving
the crowdfunding market.”

Co-Founder

“It was a fantastic gathering of pioneers in the field of renewable energy. There was
a good blend of participants , bringing viewpoints from all sides of the table, and
most of all a lot of energy!”

Head of Strategy &
Innovation

“A conversation with the world’s leading renewable energy crowdfunding pioneers.”

Co-Founder &
President

“Excellent renewable energy crowdfunding conference both for those experienced
in the industry and those that are new to it.”

Associate Solicitor

“As with all Solar Plaza events, it was well run, impressive turn-out with good
content.”

CEO

“Very good networking event, great preparation, great team, lots of fantastic
insights!”

CEO

“An excellent platform to get unfiltered information about the state of renewable
energy crowdfunding.”

Managing Editor
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CROWDFUNDING MAY ‘CUT NOT IN MY
BACKYARD’ RISK FOR RENEWABLES

“

If you paid for it, you probably won’t be mad that
it’s near your house. That, at least is what the
proponents of green energy are saying.
Crowdfunding, a way of raising money that asks
the masses on the Internet to each chip in, is
rising in the renewables industry. Traditionally
used by charities, it has raised 165 million euros
($180 million) worldwide to develop 300 clean
energy projects, according to a presentation at the
Renewable Energy Crowdfunding conference in
London on Thursday.
Public backlash has been a significant hurdle in
the deployment of both onshore and offshore
wind farms, with locals objecting to the visual
effect and the noise of the turbines. Crowdfunding
could potentially create a link between the project
developers and the municipality, diminishing this
risk.
“An incentive for developers would be benefits such
as help getting planning permission,” said Julia
Groves, founder of London-based Trillion Fund,
which counts fashion designer Vivienne Westwood
among her investors for clean energy. “The largest
players would do it for the engagement value and
help with reputation.”
Large-scale renewable energy projects built by
experienced developers in Europe and North

written by:

Anna
Hirtenstein
Bloomberg

America generally do not have trouble attracting
capital with the promise of steady yields in the
prolonged low interest-rate environment, but they
can still face challenges. There are more than 300
anti-wind farm action groups in the U.K. alone,
according to activist Country Guardian.
Plans to build a 5.4-billion pound ($8.3 billion)
offshore wind project in Navitus Bay, U.K. were
scrapped in September after escalated complaints
that it would harm protected views off the southern
coast of England. Turbines in France, the U.S. and
other sites in the U.K. have faced similar shutdowns amid public pressure.
Crowdfunding is unlikely to raise the full amount of
capital needed -- remember when someone tried to
get every European citizen to chuck in 3.19 euros
for a 1.6 billion-euro Greek bailout in June? But it
could be an option for a portion of project costs.
“Crowdfunding has the possibility to decrease the
backlash risk especially with smaller scale projects,”
said Keegan Kruger, wind analyst at Bloomberg
New Energy Finance. “Its success would vary region
by region, as public attitude towards renewables
differs across Europe.”

”
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Sponsor Overview
NETWORKING SPONSORS

Ramparts is a European law firm
based in Gibraltar and in the UK.
Our team is qualified to provide
legal advice on English, Gibraltar
and European law - we support
clients in the e-commerce and
financial services sectors on a
wide range of multi-national legal
and corporate issues.
We bring an international
perspective
and
a
multidisciplinary approach to the
services we provide - having
particular expertise in the
applicable laws and appropriate
structures
for
cross-border
activities. Our practice is to ensure
that the solutions we provide
are as innovative as necessary
to meet the objectives whilst
being as simple as the commercial
objectives permit.

Eversheds operates at the leading
edge of business. Recognised
by Acritas as a Global Elite Law
Firm, the firm regularly advises on
billion dollar deals and high profile
cases on behalf of the world’s
most powerful corporations and
financial institutions. The firm is
unique in its multi-jurisdictional
project management approach
and commitment to seamless
service delivery across its 50+
offices.
Evershed’s
lawyers
provide top quality legal advice
whether they are operating locally
or across borders from our bases
in Europe, the Middle East, Asia
and Africa.

Benoolend is a firm based in
France
offering
alternative
finance solutions. They are
dedicated to access to energy
projects in developing countries
with a focus in rural electrification.
To be close to funders and project
owners, Benoolend combines a
crowdfunding platform to a cloud
banking technology. Benoolend
goal through is crowdfunding
platform is to bring together
firms, institutions and individuals
to co-invest in off-grid renewable
energy projects with a measurable
socioeconomic impact while
providing an acceptable financial
return.Through
their
cloud
banking solution their aim is
to facilitate processes with
underbanked project owners
and provide qualitative data to
funders.

ramparts.eu

eversheds.com

benoolend.com

COMMUNITY PARTNER

cmnty.com

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

RENEWABLE ENERGY
CROWDFUNDING
CONFERENCE

Sponsoring & Exhibition opportunities

The ‘Renewable Energy Crowdfunding Conference’ provides excellent opportunities to build and promote
your brand towards the investment community. Being involved as a sponsor, you will reach international
professionals with backgrounds varying from project developer to institutional investor.
Furthermore, you will benefit from a global promotional campaign leading up to the event, with visibility in
e-mailings to a database of 50,000+ international renewable energy professionals and presence on this
website. You will also have the option of a small exhibition space, distributing promotional materials and other
sponsor benefits.

Would you like to attend or build out your brand through one of these events?

Contact us

+31 10 2809198

Get in touch with us for further information on our Diamond, Gold, Networking and Branding packages, or to
discuss a custom-made proposal tailored specifically to your needs.

For general questions about
the event:

For inquiries on sponsorships
and exhibition spots:

For inquiries on media partnerships
and marketing opportunities:

Danai Giannopoulou

Hugo Uijlenbroek

Riccardo Maistrello

Project Manager
danai@solarplaza.com

Account Manager
hugo@solarplaza.com

Marketing Manager
riccardo@solarplaza.com
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Participants
Position

Company

Director

Aegis Power PLC

Chief Executive

FundingKnight

Managing Director

FundingKnight

Project Manager

WIP Renewable Energies

Managing Editor

Green Chip Stocks

Managing Director

Hexagon Finance and Advisory Limited

CEO

Trillion Fund

Managing Director

Abundance Generation

President

Lumo

Professor

University of Dundee-Centre for Energy, Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy

Director Infrastructure Debt

Temporis Capital

CEO/Founder

ecoligo

Managing Director/Founder

Allied Crowds

CEO

Joukon Voima

Founder & COO

TRINE

CEO

Afgrey Ltd

Assistant Professor

Koźmiński University

New Ventures Manager

Carbon Trust and INNEON

Proof of Concept Lead

RWE Consulting

CEO

Ideas For Business

Co-Founder

Lendosphere

Commercial Director

Proinso

Director

Better Energy Invest

Solar Energy Consultant

Informais

Campaigner

Greenpeace

chargé de mission

VALOREM

Head of Business Development

Allied Crowds

CEO

Sunnergy Group Spa

Founder / CEO

The Sun Exchange

Project Manager

La Compagnie Du Vent

Business Analyst

Edison S.p.A.

Commercial Manager

RES

Founder

Citizenergy

Founder

Ikosom / German Crowdunding Network

CEO & Co-Founder

Benoolend

VP Sustainability & Social Innovation

Benoolend

UK Business Director

CMNTY Corporation

Global Communications Manager

The INTASAVE-CARIBSAVE Group

CFO

Hive Energy

Daphne Jackson Research Fellow

University of Hull

International Business Development

GreenChannel SAS

Referent

German Ministry of Finance

CEO

Zyba Ltd

Crowdfunding officer

French Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy

Managing Director

Calix Infrastructure

CEO

HomeTree

Director

Ramparts

Associate

Ramparts

Operations Director

ECrowd!

Business Developer

ECrowd!
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Participants
Position

Company

CEO

ECrowd!

Responsible for the negotiations

WISEED

Head of marketing and business development

Slow Energy Europe

Head Business Development & Finance

Big60Million

Founder

Grina Nirmala

R&D Vice President

TOTAL

Environment Team Manager

Triodos Bank

Managing Partner

StartGreen Capital

Business Development Manager

Trina Solar (Schweiz) AG

Business Investment Director

PV Power

Business Development Manager

Solek Group

General coordinator

Financement Participatif France

Associate Professor

University of Oslo

Programme Director and Head of Public Policy

UKSIF

Research Fellow

Bocconi University

Technical Project Manager

Ateknea Solutions Catalonia

Partner

Alpheon

Managing Director

EDS USA LLC

Founder

Kodron Finance

Head of listed corporates regulation Division

French Financial Markets Authority (AMF)

PhD Candidate

Imperial College London

Founder & CFO

TRINE

Partner - Banking, Securities and Finance Law

Eversheds

Senior Associate

Eversheds

Partner

Eversheds

CEO

Enerphoton

Director

MaxRen Solar I

CEO

New Future Energy srl

Manager

Eneco UK

Formal Manager Europe

Cleantech Group

Project Manager

ECN

Asset Manager

Temporis Capital

CEO

LeihDeinerUmweltGeld

CEO

SolarforSchools

UK Development Manager

Solarcentury

Director of Development

Solarcentury

Consultant

Climate Policy Initiative

Senior Policy Officer

BaFin

Partner

Grina Nirmala

Partner

Grina Nirmala

Strategic Marketing Director

ENGIE

CEO

SunEnergy Europe GmbH

Chairman

Green Saturn Energy

Director and Co-Founder

KRITTER Advisory Services

Project Specialist

Basel Agency for Sustainable Energy

Co-founder

ecoligo

Finance Director

Qameleon

CEO

SunFund

Co-founder

Green Currency

Managing Director France

Yingli
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Participants
Position

Company

Founder & CEO

Gridshare

Climate & Energy Campaigner

Greenpeace

Global Crowdfunding Associate

Allied Crowds

Renewable Energy Reporter

Bloomberg News

Senior Associate

Ramparts

Finance & Development Director

Ausar Energy

Head of Global Communications

The INTASAVE-CARIBSAVE Group

Business development manager

Pitchbook

Business Leader

SKLG

Team leader

UNDP Croatia
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More than 55.000 solar PV professionals and businesses from all
over the world rely on Solarplaza’s work every day. Our newsletters,
articles, interviews, market and industry reports, combined with our
world-class solar events, empower the global transition towards a
sustainable energy future, where photovoltaic energy plays a key role.
Since 2004, Solarplaza has organised more than 70 business events
in both established and emerging markets across the globe.

For more information, please visit:

WWW.RECROWDFUNDING.EU

