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Doing The Most Good
Our Christmas Eve offering, every last penny, went to the local Salvation
Army. And, we gave $26, 029.76! That’s an amount that will make a huge
difference in the lives of families and individuals who have the greatest
needs in our community.
a new sermon series
Thank you Gateway and friends of Gateway for your generosity!

Unexpected Joy

The history of our church has been one of generous giving beyond the
needs of our church. Since our beginning as a local congregation in
2002, we have given approximately $1,760,000 to missions, missionary
support and projects that help others. Our annual Christmas Eve offering
has provided direct aid to important causes like drilling water wells in
Africa, building a school in Haiti, providing facilities for refugee children
in Lebanon, helping City Mission in their facility expansion effort and this
year, coming alongside the Salvation Army. And then, there are the many
ways that we are helping our own members who are struggling. We are
committed to doing the most good for the most people – all to the glory of
Jesus Christ.

We begin a brand new series of
messages on January 12, looking
at the Letter to the Philippians.
This is the only letter that Paul
wrote that is not heavy on
correcting and rebuking God’s
people. It is a very positive,
upbeat letter that is filled with
affection and encouragement
and favor and praise and joy.

As we begin a new year, we are renewing our resolve to be a church that
has a big heart for people. People matter to God, so they matter to us. We
want to be a church that is a blessing to our community and our world.
For Jesus, for others,
Pastor Ben Borsay
P.S. Our 2014 mission budget calls for $278,400; that’s for others

Another Record
Attendance!
Gateway had 2,330 people attend
Christmas Eve at our five services
which is a record for us. Since
people matter to God, that’s an
exciting number, knowing that so
many individuals were hearing
the gospel. That number is also
a reminder that we need to make
room for others.

As a matter of fact it is often
referred to as the epistle of joy.
For our purposes, we are going
to read it as unexpected joy;
the joy of growing up and living
in Christ. We are very excited
about preaching from this great
portion of God’s Word. And,
what a great place to be in midwinter – rejoicing!

Tea for Two and Two
Hundred for Tea.
Well, over 200 actually.... Women in
Ministry hosted a Christmas Tea on
Saturday, December 7, 2013 that
was enjoyed by 300 women! Table
hostesses prepared beautifully
decorated and welcoming tables
for 8 that filled Gateway’s Worship
Center.
As the women enjoyed their first
tea and a scone, Findlay First
Edition from Findlay High School
performed songs of the season. It
was a sparkly and fun show! As
the next tea and savory selections
finished and the serving tiers were
filled with sweet desserts, Cassi
Seeley shared the devotional
she had prepared to encourage
the women in the busy season of
Christmas to keep their eyes fixed
on Jesus.
Special thanks to Sue Freed from
The Gilded Chair for beautiful chair
covers and to the men of Gateway
who set up, served, and cleaned up.
It takes a committee of servants
and many others behind the scenes
to make such an event so gorgeous
and meaningful. Thank you to ALL
who made this so special!

Life Group - Play Your Part
“…so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians
4:12-13)
Can you imagine how a football
team would function without
an offensive line or a hockey
team without a goalie? Neither
team would win its league
championship; honestly, they
probably would not win at all.
Sometimes that’s the way we
function as Christ-followers. We have been given much—eternal life—
through Christ. We are blessed to be part of a church body, yet we
still sit on the sidelines, only to watch.
God teaches us in His Word that we grow in maturity and build up
the body of Christ when we, as Christ-followers, play our parts. This
involves participating in weekly Sunday worship and serving, but this
is also done by engaging in a Life Group.
Life Groups are small communities of about twelve people, which
meet in homes to hang out together, study the Bible, serve, and care
for one another.
Whether you have never joined a Gateway Life Group or you have
just not been an active participant, engage in a Life Group today!
Get in the game! Play your part in the body of Christ. You can sign up
for a Life Group at: http://www.gatewayepc.org/#/connect/ﬁnd-agroup or, contact me to let me know you want to join a group.
A New Year for a New Start.
Mike Barnhart
Life Group Director

Register for New Member Class
Begins Wednesday, January 15th thru Wednesday, February 12th (6:15 – 7:45pm)
The class consists of gatherings where you will learn about Gateway church’s history, vision, and expectations of
members. This course is designed to inform you about who Gateway is and to help you determine whether or not
membership is for you. You will learn from the pastors, staff and other potential new members in an interactive
setting. If you are interested in being a part of this class, please contact the church office (419-423-5947 /
jmyers@gatewayepc.org).
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Joshua’s Men
Joshua’s Men is a training that helps equip men of
Gateway Church to become the leaders in their homes,
in the community and in the church. On December 13th
we celebrated the completion of Joshua’s Men 2013.
There was a catered banquet that included worship,
encouragement and even a challenging game. It was
truly a joyous occasion. We look forward to another
impactful year of Joshua’s Men 2014.

DR Outreach - by Tracy Rath
Our mission trip to the Dominican Republic was great
and we accomplished a lot. Our primary task while
there was taking school photos of the students at the
school. Mission Possible
uses these photos for
sponsorship. Individuals
can sponsor our students
and each year the sponsors
get an updated photo of the
student they sponsor. This
job is so much fun because
as a team we get to see,
interact with and catch a
glimpse of personality from
every student at the school.
We also taught a lesson to
the students on healthy
eating and hygiene health. Our other job while there
was to paint murals in the dining area of the school. We
also spent a lot of time playing with the children at the
school once their
school day was
finished.

2013 Graduates
Chad Benedict
Drew Brown
Dan Foust
Terry Jolliff
Lyn Loewen
Scott Long
George Shaffner
Steve Towell
Kevin Goeller
Harlan Hoy
Tom Jones
Bruce Otley
Nate Ratnasamy
Rich St. Amour
Doug Yoder
John Bookmyer
Justin Stiles
Larry Tietje

2013 First Year Men
Joshua Fellrath
Jerry Maag
Andy Peterson
Tom Woods
Mark Zeto
Tony Fuller
Rob Prisk
Jake Shafer
Brian Beall
Bill Corbin
Steve Hricko
Shawn Lyon
Mike Montgomery
Tim Smith
Tom Snyder
Jim Spears
Ben Tan

actually my favorite part
of each trip. Worshipping
with individuals who
speak a different language
touches my heart. I may
not know what they are
saying, but we serve and
worship the same God. It’s
an amazing experience.
Individuals on the trip: Caitlen
Patrick, Tracy Rath, Shelby
Eddington and Allyson Sabo.

Another highlight
of the trip was
that the Spanish
church, Ebenezer,
was celebrating
its 12th
anniversary so the church services were extra special
and we enjoyed worshipping with the people. This is
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Cavs Game Youth Trip

Budget Speak 2014

On Saturday, November 30, 12 kids
from the youth group attended a
Cleveland Cavaliers game. Despite
the Cavs losing to the Bulls,
everyone had a blast.

Thank you so much for your
faithful, sacrificial giving this
previous year; you are a blessing
to us and we are truly grateful! As
a new year dawns, since we do not
make pledges toward our general
budget, your decision as to what
you will give this year is between
you and the Lord, so please pray
about a new year of giving. Ask
God what He would expect of you
as a Christ-follower.

connect with us
With so many activities and events happening
at Gateway, what’s the best way to know
the who, what, where, when and how?
Get plugged in.
• Get the Gateway Weekly Email. It’s
a chronological list of all current
events and serving opportunities
sent in a convenient weekly email.
• Visit our website. We have recently
updated the website to include an
events tab that lists all event details.
• Download the free Gateway Church App.
You can watch/listen to sermons from any mobile device.
• Arrive a little early for our Sunday services. Before the worship
team takes the stage, we share some of the highlighted events on
the screens.
• Join a Life Group. It’s a great way to meet people who share
common interests.
• Like us on Facebook. We often post information about things
happening at Gateway. Plus, it’s a great way to ask and invite your
friends to upcoming outreach events.

The budget for 2014 has been
finalized and approved by
Session, totaling over $2.4million
dollars. This represents an
11.1% increase over last year,
and reflects several areas of
wonderful, God-given growth at
Gateway! And, we look forward
to what God may have in store
this year in the life of the church:
facility expansion, continued
attendance growth and more
people coming to know Christ on
a personal level.
A categorized budget brochure
will be available following
the month of January. If you
would like one and/or have any
questions, please contact our
Business Manager Dale Briggs:
dbriggs@gatewayepc.org or
Pastor Scott: SLong@gatewayepc.
org.
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Mission Trip - Haiti
The Gateway team was in Haiti
from December 2-9. Janet Brown,
Chris Hoover, Matt Buttermore, Ted
Criblez, Joe Middleton, and Steve
Towell were there along with 6
people from South Carolina, 1 from
Canada, and 1 from Elyria, OH.
Janet and Chris, who are nursing
professionals, taught at a 3-day
nurse’s seminar at the vocational
school. The trip also included a
3-day teacher’s seminar and 3-day
pastor’s seminar. The team assisted

by distributing boxed dinners to over 600 in
attendance on each of the seminar nights.
When not teaching and attending these seminars,
the team had the opportunity to visit 6 of the 8 Mission Possible schools located in Haiti, and built 55 wooden
bench desks for the Saint Marc school. All in all, it was a wonderful trip and an amazing opportunity for Gateway
and our members.

Extraordinary Women Conference Register Now!
Friday, March 28-Saturday, March 29: Extraordinary Women
Conference at the Bank of Kentucky Center in Highland
Heights, KY. A coach bus will transport women from the
Gateway parking lot Friday morning and return on Saturday
night. Conference tickets are $59 and will be sold Sunday,
January 12 and 19. There are 40 tickets available. Additional
cost per person will be hotel room and meals. The approximate
total for the weekend (including ticket) will be $100 plus
meals. A great price for a getaway conference!
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The Philemon Preschool Project
An update from Rev. Dr. Robert & Joyce Hamd, missionaries supported by
Gateway and serving in Beirut.

We have a wonderful story to
share! This story joyfully points to
our missional God who is at work
in the world--and by His grace
enabled us to birth the Philemon
‘Rainbow Kids’ Preschool Project.
Last year about this time we shared
vision to start a preschool for the
poor migrant and refugee children
-- today that project is a reality.
We shared that we found the
perfect building located within the
Armenian Old People’s Home in a
poor suburb of Beirut. We shared
that the building required extensive
renovations. Many of our churches
and individuals gave special gifts
towards this ministry. Through God
and your generous donations, the
building renovations were speedily
completed and on the 13th May
2013 The Philemon Rainbow Kids’
Daycare Project began operations.
We started with a single child – the
8 month old baby of an Ethiopian
migrant domestic-worker who
had been sexually abused by her
employer resulting in the birth
of a baby boy (pictured). From
this strategic situation a small
group of concerned women,
with the support of the National
Evangelical Church of Beirut, and
the EPCWorld Outreach set up
Rainbow Kids’ Daycare specifically
to minister to the migrant worker
communities and refugees.

We draw our missiological
motivation from two sources: the
first from scriptures and the second
from hearing the cry of the poor.
According to the UNHCR they
estimate one million
Syrians have flooded
into Lebanon.
To compound
matters in Lebanon
migrant workers
already living here
comprise 10% of the
population. Sadly,
they are brought
in as a source of
cheap labor without
any legal labor
protection. The Book
of James (2: 1420) provides some
strong suggestions
for those of us searching to
participate in God’s mission. James
challenges us to keep our faith and
our works together. “What good is
it,” asks James, “if you say you have
faith but do not have works?” (v.14)
God calls us all to be attentive to
the needs of our context. For James,
“If a brother or sister is naked and
lacks daily food, and one of you says
to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm
and eat your fill,’ and yet you do not
supply their bodily needs, what is
the good of that?” (vv. 15-16). James
is warning us about the danger of

missional hypocrisy, in which our
message’s credibility is undermined
by saying one thing and then doing
another. James knows that it is
impossible to respect a Christian

who tells poor people to “keep warm
and eat your fill” while failing to
make an effort to clothe and feed
them.
Among the 36 children currently
at Rainbow Kids, 50% are migrant
workers’ children, 40% are Syrian
refugee children and 10% Lebanese
children (many of whom have been
pushed into poverty by the influx of
Syrians accepting very low wages).
Our goal is to reach out to those at
the bottom of the economic pile and
make a transformational impact on
their lives.

2014 New Testament Reading Plan
Visit our website and click on “2014 Reading Plan” to download a plan to
read the entire New Testament during 2014.  
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December Baptisms
Congratulations to those who were baptized in
December:
Eden Freed, Elijah Freed, Brian McClure, Ryan Metzger,
Ryman Miller, Griffin Rath, Ian Rath, Lee Woods,
Brandon Youngpeter
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Infant Dedication
In December, Gateway celebrated 15 infant dedications. 1) Isabella McDougle 2) Henley Heikamp
3) Lincoln Schoonnover 4) Graham Milliron 5) Nicholas Girdler Jr. 6) Landon and Nolan Rinker
7) Bryson Powell 8) Chloe Nycz 9) Lofton Acheson 10) Keelind Thomas 11) Carter Acheson
12) Madelyn Jacques 13) Grady Lehman 14) Caroline Stechschulte
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