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Invest and Invite WORKS!
At our Sunday morning services
on September 14, 2014, we asked
each person in attendance to
complete a short questionnaire. This
questionnaire is conducted yearly to
help us know who Gateway has
reached and how effective
we have been in
fulfilling our mission
to connect
people to
Jesus Christ
and to one
another. This
mission comes
directly from the
words of Jesus, “…go
and make disciples of all
nations…” (Matthew 28:19,
NIV).
Question 8 was, “How did you
come to attend Gateway Church?”
More than 9 out of 10 responded
that an individual influenced them
to initially visit Gateway. In other
words, by an overwhelming degree,
a personal invite is the number
one way to connect someone to
Gateway Church, and thereby,
to Christ and His church. Many
times more than a newspaper ad, a
billboard ad, a radio spot, a yard sign
or any other approach, unchurched
people first visit Gateway Church
because someone like you took the
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time to care enough to invite them.
I want to encourage you to invest
in the unchurched in your world
(fellow students, co-workers,
neighbors, family members, etc.)
by befriending them, serving
them, caring for them
and meeting their
needs. Take a
person who is
not a Christfollower to
coffee, have
them over for
dinner or a cookout
(when it warms up),
babysit their children
for free, provide food for
them when they have a baby or
have health issues, or find some
other way to build a relationship
with them. Then, invite them to
church. The Christmas season is
coming upon us quickly. Individuals
are more likely to come to church
during the Christmas season than
most other times of the year. Pray
about one person or family you will
invest in and invite to church in the
coming weeks. See how God can use
a simple invite to change a life.
Investing and inviting with you,
Pastor Craig Cramer

Thank you to everyone who
volunteered their time for this
year’s Fall Fest! Look for photos
and a full recap in the next
edition of The Gate.

Upcoming Activites
Saturday, November 15: GriefShare
“Surviving the Holidays” Seminar
will be held at the church from
10:00a.m.-Noon. It offers practical,
actionable strategies for making it
through the holiday season, as you
grieve the loss of a loved one, family
member or friend. Pre-registration
is required, beginning on October
26th. For more information, please
contact Jenny Shorter: (919) 6025400 or jennyshorter73@gmail.
com.
Sunday, November 23: Infant
Dedication Class - If you would like
your child to be dedicated, please
plan to attend the Infant Dedication
Class after the third service in
the fellowship hall. The infant
dedication service is scheduled for
December 7.

You’d Look Good in
Safety Green
Parking Lot Workers Needed:
For those interested in serving as
a parking lot worker on Sunday
mornings, please contact Kevin
Grubinski for more information.

LIFE
GROUPS

SERVE

Above, Paul and Dixie Sims’ Life Group service project for CHOPIN food pantry. This was a great service
opportunity with about 300 people helped. The group plans to participate with this project again in December.
Dennis &
Sanny Sutton’s
Life Group
serving at the
recent New
Member’s
dinner.

Does your life group have service or social
pics to share? Send them to Mike Barnhart
at mbarnhart@gatewayepc.org with a few
details.

Joshua’s Men - 2015 Study Group Forming Now
Joshua’s Men is meant to equip and train men to lead
in the home, in the church and in the community. It is
a two-year commitment with one year of study along
with practical application and another year of theology.
In this group, you will participate in study and
discussion while developing relationships with
other men in order to cultivate spiritual growth and
accountability. In addition, members will develop a
base of sound theology in the church.

Joshua’s Men 2015 Information Meeting Dates:
• Sunday, November 9 and 16 during 3rd Service
in the Library
• Kick-off meeting in “The Attic”, Saturday
morning, January 10, 2015 from 7:00 - 8:15 a.m.
• Or to register online, visit gatewayepc.org/
connect
Requirements of men joining Joshua’s Men:
• A member of Gateway Church
• Actively involved in a Gateway Life Group
• Actively serving at Gateway Church
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Building Update
We are now almost six months into the construction project. They are making good progress and things are
moving along smoothly at this time. Thank you for your continued patience with dirt/dust and communication
along the way!
Major steel erection activities are almost complete, with strategic welding of joints and seams as well as the
worship center roof deck, to come. The next few weeks will see steel work continuing, concrete curbing and
sidewalk pouring, not to mention partial pouring of the concrete slab for flat parts of the worship center and
nursery area. A sewer-related lift station, tank and pump will also be installed in the southeast corner of the
current facility. This station will save us money and time in the future, as it is sufficient to address facility expansion
well down the road.
Pastor Ben mentioned on a Sunday a while back that we’re looking at occupancy somewhere in the spring of 2015;
nothing has changed to affect that timeframe thus far. As always, please keep in mind that everything planned
is weather-permitting, and adjustments may need to be made to the construction schedule, based upon what
transpires.
You may have seen or heard about this over time, but with the project comes a unique opportunity to bless those
working on-site: providing a lunch on Thursdays for them through the year! There are specific guidelines and
requirements involved and it’s best accomplished when done with a group of people. If you are interested in
exploring this opportunity, please contact Laura Fagan: laura_fagan@hotmail.com or (419) 348-8425.
Prayer Requests
Scott Myers, our project manager with MCC would covet our continued prayers. As you may recall from previous
updates, his wife Peggy passed away from cancer recently, and he was working on getting back in the flow of our
project. That work continues, however, his father’s health is failing currently and he is working through that.
Pray as well for the Building Committee for wisdom as they keep an eye on things and address items as they arise
with construction. Pray as well for those handling the financial/business side of this project, that all is kept in order,
i’s are dotted and t’s are crossed as work with all principals involved, is navigated.
Please continue in prayer with us for Midwest Church Construction (MCC) and the contractors/subcontractors
involved in the project, for their diligence, safety and well-being as they serve.
Thank you for your continued support of the building project whether by prayer, giving financially or other ways;
you are a blessing to us and we are grateful for you. May God richly bless you and yours!
Pastor Scott
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Engage Fall Retreat 2014
Camp Michindoh, Oct 17-19
Crisp cool air, fall colors, bonfires and smores all make
up the time of the year that mark “fall retreat” time.
This year’s Engage fall retreat was epic for a number
of reasons least of which was our attendance. In the
past we have had 10 or so students go on retreat. This
year we had 34 attend retreat! It was a great time of
community building and fun. We had a pretty even split
on the guys and gals which was great as well. All in all
this was a great retreat for building a sense of identity
as a ministry.

Lastly we discovered a new game, Archery Tag. A
mixture of archery and Dodge Ball this is a high paced
indoor game. Essentially you play with bows and
arrows but the arrows have large soft tips (see the
picture). You are then tagged out when you are hit by
an arrow. However you can dodge and catch arrows
just like in Dodge Ball. Very fun.
In all, this was a great weekend of worship, devotions,
teaching, community and laughter as we sought the
Lord desiring to better understand His heart for
relationship with us, one another and the world.

Our theme was “Relationships.” We talked about
four key relational areas; Christ, friends, dating and
the world. Each of these subtopics is a critical area of
development and interest for college students. At the
heart is our relationship with Christ which influences
and determines the quality of the other relationships
we have in our lives. Dating is, of course, a big issues
for college students as well. Here we challenged the
students to become someone worth dating, working on
christlikeness rather than just seeking “the one.”
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Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree program is the only nationwide
effort that specifically reaches out to hundreds of thousands
of innocent children who carry the heavy burden of their
parents’ incarceration throughout the year.
At Christmastime, Angel Tree introduces prisoners and
their children to Jesus and brings healing and restoration to
families destroyed by crime; Gateway Church is partnering with them again this year.
The delivery of a Christmas gift or gifts given on behalf of the incarcerated parent, along with a
potential ministry opportunity it brings, helps the child feel loved and remembered by their parent.
It also enables them to experience the simple joys of the Christmas season, which they may not have
opportunity to know, otherwise.
There are at least 68 Angel Tree children in the Hancock County area that we need to reach this
Christmas. Please prayerfully consider involvement by selecting children to provide gifts for on Sunday,
November 16th in the lobby, and/or in delivering the gifts later in December. For more information,
please contact Rich or Sherry Shultis: (419) 423-0152 or rshultis@woh.rr.com.

At Gateway, kids have fun whether it’s during
childcare offered during Bible Study or at Sunday
School class (pictured left) learning about the Lion’s
Den. On the right, kids look like they are getting
ready to take naps. Wrong! It’s a hayride led by the
rocking horse of course!
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Fall New Member Class

connect with us
Do you want to know what’s happening next at Gateway? Things like:
• When’s the next Baptism Class? New Member’s Class or Infant
Dedication?
• What time does Sew*Quilt*Share begin?
• What was last week’s sermon?
Every week Gateway sends the Gateway Weekly Email that contains the
details of everything happening at Gateway. including ways to:
• Serve
• Connect
• Worship
Visit gatewayepc.org to sign-up for the Gateway Weekly. Go to the Contact Us tab.
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