Gateway Mission: Connecting People to Jesus Christ and to One Another

THE GATE

December 2014

Christmas at Gateway
is an incredible and delightful season in the life of our church. First of all,
the building is dressed up for Christmas - with trees, lights, decorations,
flowers and a beautiful nativity set. It’s also a musical celebration where
the message of the gospel is proclaimed through traditional and modern
songs and, on December 21st, our Christmas choir. And, of course, the
messages are Bible based expositions of Jesus’ birth. This year’s Christmas
messages are built around the theme “First Christmas; stories from the
birth of Christ.” Altogether, Christmas at Gateway will glorify Jesus, warm
and challenge the hearts of Christ-followers and love our visitors with the
greatest message in human history. So, be with us, bring your family and
remember to invite others to join you for a great Christmas gift worship
experience.
Worshipping with you,
Pastor Ben

Christmas Eve Services

2:30 pm / 4:00 pm / 5:30 pm / 7:30 / 9:00 pm
Nursey provided for ages two and under.

Tis the season
to invest & invite!

Medical Missions Trip
A group from Gateway traveled to Haiti with Mission Possible in the
month of November. They served on a medical team that helped over
900 people, and they also shared the Gospel of Jesus Christ with over
500 Haitians! It was a great week of ministry, and every team member
did an awesome job!

Mark Your CalendarsUpcoming GriefShare Class
Beginning early 2015, Gateway
will be offering a third GriefShare
grief recovery support group.
This group is exclusively for those
working through the challenges
of dealing with the death of a
loved one (child, spouse, parent,
family member or friend). This
13-week facilitated, DVD/
workbook discussion group will
help you face those challenges
and move towards rebuilding your
life. Watch for information about
signups beginning in January for
the class beginning on February 2,
2015.

The Gateway App

The Gateway Blog
Pastors Ben and Craig have begun to blog. Some of the most recent
posts include: Imperfect Instruments in the Hands of a Perfect God;
Brittany Maynard’s Suicide and God’s Compassionate Truth. Visit the
website or watch the Gateway weekly for links to the latest blog posts.

If you haven’t yet, download
the Gateway App to your
smartphone to access sermon
audio and video along with
quick access to the Bible.
Click here to download the
Gateway App: App Store or
Google Play.
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Gateway Building Update
Six months into
the construction
project, things
continue to run
smoothly. The past
few weeks have
proven challenging
with rain, wind,
temperature
swings and some
snow thrown in
for good measure.
Thank you for
your continued
patience in dealing
with dirt/dust that
can come along
with it!!
Among items that
have been shuffled
on the schedule include: concrete curbing and sidewalk pouring, finishing up concrete pouring of worship
center and nursery area, asphalt basecoat and wall panel installation. With the exception of the basecoatwhich won’t take place this fall-they’ve been shuffled a week or so from their initial schedule. The sewerrelated lift station is now in the ground, with final installation to come soon.
Nothing has changed to affect the spring 2015 occupancy thus far, even with shuffling of schedules that can
occur. As always, please keep in mind that everything planned is weather-permitting, and adjustments may
need to be made to the construction schedule, based upon what transpires.
You may have seen or heard about this over time, but with the project comes a unique opportunity to bless
those working on-site: providing a lunch on Thursdays for them through the year! There are specific guidelines
and requirements involved and it’s best accomplished when done with a group of people. If you are interested
in exploring this opportunity, please contact Laura Fagan: laura_fagan@hotmail.com or (419) 348-8425.
Prayer Requests
Please continue in prayer with us for Midwest Church Construction (MCC) and the contractors/subcontractors
involved in the project, for their diligence, safety and well-being as they serve.
Pray for the Building Committee for wisdom as they keep an eye on things and address items as they arise with
construction. Pray as well for those handling the financial/business side of this project, that all is kept in order,
i’s are dotted and t’s are crossed as work with all principals involved, is navigated.
Thank you for your continued support of the building project whether by prayer, giving financially or other
ways; you are a blessing to us and we are grateful for you. May God richly bless you and yours!
Pastor Scott
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Year-End Contribution Planning Notes

SOCTOBER!
During the month
of october we
collected over
2168 pairs of socks
for City mission
organization.

Please keep Gateway in mind as you prayerfully
consider year-end contributions. One way to support
Gateway is by donating shares of stock. By doing so,
you might avoid capital gains tax if your shares have
increased in value. Another way may be if you’ve been
blessed with extra income this year. Please prayerfully
consider a tithe or additional gift to the church. Giving
of our bounty honors God and shares in His ministry
at Gateway Church.
As you prayerfully plan year-end contributions,
following are a couple important things to keep in
mind as the end of 2014 approaches:

Did you know? If you ever miss
a Sunday or want to listen to the
message again, visit our website
and you can watch and/or listen
to past messages.

1) If you plan to make a tax-deductible contribution
and receive credit for 2014…
-If mailed, it must be postmarked no later than
Wednesday, December 31st
-If delivered in person, it must be actually in our
possession by the end of the year.
To be safe, please plan to deliver your contribution(s)
to the church office by the close of normal business
hours on Wednesday, December 31.
2) Any contributions received in-hand or postmarked
after December 31, 2014 will be recorded as a
contribution in the 2015 calendar year. The IRS does
not permit the church to record back-dated checks for
credit in 2014.
Thank you for your support of Gateway Church,
prayerful and financial; you are a blessing to us for
which we are grateful! If you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact either Dale Briggs
(DBriggs@gatewayepc.org) or Pastor Scott Long
(SLong@gatewayepc.org).
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LIFE
GROUPS

SERVE

The DiRe and McGlade Life Groups help a church family with cleaning and yard work. Does your life group have
service or social pics to share? Send them to Mike Barnhart at mbarnhart@gatewayepc.org with a few details.

“A small shoebox can teach a child about the love of God, lead him or her
to faith in Christ, inspire pastors, and plant new churches. What goes into
the box is fun, but what comes out is eternal. Be a part of changing lives
through the power of a simple gift.” That is the challenge of Operation
Christmas Child. This year we challenged the youth of Gateway to fill a
shoebox and inspire children throughout the world. In all, we filled over
60 boxes and delivered them to the local drop off station. One of our
youth life groups filled 20 boxes themselves. What a great way to give
hope to children through the world. We are blessed to be able to bless!

connect with us
Do you want to know what’s happening next at Gateway? Things like:
• When’s the next Baptism Class, New Member’s Class or Infant
Dedication?
• What time does Sew*Quilt*Share begin?
• What was last week’s sermon?
Every week Gateway sends the Gateway Weekly Email that contains the
details of everything happening at Gateway. including ways to:
• Serve
• Connect
• Worship
Visit gatewayepc.org to sign-up for the Gateway Weekly. Go to the Contact Us tab.
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What a Royal time!
Gateway Church welcomed 1,038 individuals at the Fall Family Fest this year and we
couldn’t have done it without the massive support from our life groups, staff members,
volunteers…our Gateway family! A huge thank you goes out to all of the individuals
who made donations; prepared food & baked goods; helped make decorations;
participated in the parade; turned out to set up, run, and tear down the activities…We
couldn’t have done it without YOU! Thanks so much!
* Save the Date: Next year the Fall Family Fest will be on Saturday, October 31st from
11 AM to 3 PM! The theme will be “Camp Out!” If you are interested in helping with
this event contact maryellencramer21@gmail.com
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