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Surviving Winter
Winter is here. That means cold days and colder nights, shoveling snow,
fighting the flu, weather issues, dead batteries, layers of clothing, dreary
days, cabin fever, emotional blues and the list goes on. Making matters
worse, winter seems to last a very, very long time.
Winter is also a description for the darker times of the soul; seasons of
life when we feel most insecure and defeated and hopeless. And that’s a
winter that can come anytime and last a long time; winters of the soul are
not confined to the calendar. On January 11th, we begin a new series of
messages titled “Surviving Winter.” It’s a look at not only how to cope with
difficult and depressing times, but how to overcome and experience what
old-timers used to call the “Victorious Christian Life.” That’s what we see in
the last words of Habakkuk, a prophet who survived the winter of his soul.
“The Sovereign Lord is my strength;
He makes my feet like the feet of a deer,
He enables me to go on the heights.”
(Habakkuk 3:19)
Surviving winter together,
Pastor Ben Borsay
P.S. This is one of those series of messages that will speak to the heart of
many people, folks that would be blessed by your invitation to join us on
Sunday mornings

$33,466.46!
Our Christmas Eve offering is a
fantastic gift to the City Mission,
one of our partners in proclaiming
the gospel to our community. City
Mission provides a safe, clean and
Christ-centered shelter for the
homeless, but they are running out of room. Their plan to make room for
others involves a building program to expand the facility. Our Christmas
Eve gift three years ago helped the City Mission launch their campaign.
That amount was $27,543.46. Over the last three years we have given
$60,669.92 to the City Mission so that they can grow their corner of God’s
Kingdom. Thank you Gateway.

THANK YOU - The Gateway staff once again thanks you for the many
cards, gifts and treats that were given to us during the holiday season.
We appreciate being loved.

Staff Stuff
2015 begins with three staff
changes; Pat Uncapher, one of our
Children’s’ Ministry Coordinators,
is retiring. Pat has served our
Lord in various kid-centered/
Christ-centered ministries for
over 45 years! She and Tom are
going to enjoy retirement, but will
not stop serving in our church...
Shaun Meloy, our Worship Arts
Director for the last 3 ½ years, will
begin a new career with Marathon
Petroleum Company. But, Shaun
will still be very much involved in
our music ministry. Shaun, Jenna,
Cohen and Laurel will continue
to be valued members of the
Gateway family…Kevin Grubinski
is moving into the fulltime position
of Outreach and Missions Director.
Kevin, Kendra, Julia, Emma and Joey
have already been a huge blessing
to Gateway. Pray for Pat, Shaun
and Kevin as they move forward in
God’s plan for their lives.

Pat Uncapher

Building Update
We have passed the seven month mark with
construction, and it continues to move along well.
As you may have seen over the past few weeks, the
new addition is now closed in! It will be a couple more
weeks before it is what’s called ‘dried in’ (final roof
installation and sealing inside and out, walls airtight
and sealed, window and door areas boarded over and
minimal heating apparatus connected.) Once that
occurs, construction essentially moves inside from
there on out. Thank you for your continued patience in
dealing with dirt/dust that can come along with it!!
Activity to come in the next few weeks, includes:
concrete curb/sidewalk pouring, interior plumbing
and electrical work, fire protection layouts, interior/
exterior metal stud framing, final roof installation and
beginning ductwork installation.
Nothing has changed to affect the spring 2015
occupancy thus far, even with shuffling of schedules
that can occur. As always, please keep in mind that
everything planned is weather-permitting, and
adjustments may need to be made to the construction
schedule, based upon what transpires.

Prayer Requests.
Please continue in prayer with us for Midwest
Church Construction (MCC) and the contractors/
subcontractors involved in the project, for their
diligence, safety and well-being as they serve. Pray
particularly for Jack Berry, the lead architect on the
project, as he recovers from recent shoulder surgery.
He will continue to work as he recovers.
Pray for the Building Committee for wisdom as they
keep an eye on things and address items as they arise
with construction. Pray as well for those handling the
financial/business side of this project, that all is kept in
order, i’s are dotted and t’s are crossed as work with all
principals involved, is navigated.
Thank you for your continued support of the building
project whether by prayer, giving financially or other
ways; you are a blessing to us and we are grateful for
you. May God richly bless you and yours!
Pastor Scott

You may have seen or heard about this over time,
but with the project comes a unique opportunity to
bless those working on-site: providing a lunch on
Thursdays for them through the year! There are
specific guidelines and requirements involved and it’s
best accomplished when done with a group of people.
If you are interested in exploring this opportunity,
please contact Laura Fagan: laura_fagan@hotmail.com
or (419) 348-8425.
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Infant Dedication, December 2014
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GriefShare Signup Coming Soon!
Registration opens Sunday, January 18th for the Spring 2015,
GriefShare grief recovery support group. This group is exclusively for
those working through the challenges of dealing with the death of a
loved one (spouse, family member or friend). This 13-week, facilitated
DVD/workbook discussion group will meet weekly to help you face
those challenges and move towards rebuilding your life. The sessions
will be held on Mondays, February 2nd – May 18th (no class on 4/6)
from 7:00-9:00pm at the church. You may register at the lobby table
on January 18th and 25th. For more information, please contact Jenny
Shorter: jennyshorter73@gmail.com or (919) 602-5400.

Baby Bottle Drive
One of the mission agencies Gateway supports, we are assisting Women’s
Resource Center (www.wrchancock.org), our community’s pregnancy
resource center, as they share the truth and love of Christ in a lifeaffirming ministry. They also send the well-known and effective C.A.R.E.
(Character And Relationships Education) program into our schools.
Sunday, January 18th is National Sanctity of Human Life Day. We ask
that you prayerfully consider participating with this ministry by picking
up a baby bottle from a table in the lobby, and returning it full of checks,
currency and/or coins by Sunday, February 22nd. Thank you in advance
for your participation in this vital ministry, as they serve in the interest of
the unborn.

December Blog Posts
Read Pastor Craig’s Blog Post, December 23, 2014: One Costly Christmas
Read Pastor Ben’s Blog Post, December 10, 2014: Ferguson, Missouri, a Little Town in Bethlehem and The Gospel

connect with us
Do you want to know what’s happening next at Gateway? Things like:
• When’s the next Baptism Class? New Member’s Class or Infant
Dedication?
• What time does Sew*Quilt*Share begin?
• What was last week’s sermon?
Every week Gateway sends the Gateway Weekly Email that contains the
details of everything happening at Gateway. including ways to:
• Serve
• Connect
• Worship
Visit gatewayepc.org to sign-up for the Gateway Weekly. Go to the Contact Us tab.
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Women in Ministry - Annual Christmas Tea
The scent of “Angel Song” Tea and the glitter of
Christmas lights and beautifully decorated tables
filled the Worship Center on Saturday morning,
December 6, to welcome over 300 women and girls.
The scones, savory pairings, and sweet desserts were
enjoyed along with tea and the entertainment of FHS
Findlay First Edition. This “invest and invite” event
gives the women of Gateway the opportunity to ask
friends, family, and neighbors to come and enjoy tea

and goodies for the purpose of inviting them back
for Christmas services. Each one who attended was
asked to reflect on “their story” that fits into God’s
much bigger story…the story that God tells us from the
first page of the Bible to the last. Special thanks goes
to: Sue Freed of The Gilded Chair, Bev Robb of The
Swan House, Gina Luginbill of Gina Lynne’s as well as
the women who served as hostesses and the men of
Gateway who served with great attention to detail!
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