
Perhaps the most unusual way of  
supporting our development project is to  
recruit a rock legend to sing for us. That is  
exactly what David Kilburn, director of 
building suppliers MKM, has done.

David is bringing Rod Stewart to Hull, to  
sing at the KC Stadium in June 2016, with  
proceeds from the concert to be split 
between Holy Trinity and the Daisy Appeal.

Holy Trinity Development Group member Wayne Ede first 
approached David to ask if he could support the appeal, but 
couldn’t have imagined what the response would be.

“I just couldn’t believe it,” said Wayne. “David has pulled off an 
incredible achievement in bringing Rod Stewart to Hull and it’s 
brilliant that he has chosen to also support our project and the 
Daisy Appeal, by splitting the proceeds between these two great 
local causes.”

We hope that David’s ingenuity and generosity will be an  
inspiration to others.
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Every hurdle has been cleared, 
funding is in place, and now 
spades can go into the ground,  
to commence work on Phase 1  
of Holy Trinity’s amazing  
development work.

The final piece in the jigsaw  
came when the Chancellor of  
the Diocese of York, Peter  
Collier QC, having given due  
consideration to all the  
arguments placed before him, 
gave legal permission (known 
as a ‘faculty’) for the initial phase 
of work. Phase 1 will involve a 
complete transformation of the 
churchyard, in parallel with the 
Council’s reordering of the rest  
of Trinity Square.

There will be a new surface, the 
church wall will be removed at 
the western end to create a big, 
open, welcoming square, and 
limited car parking, particularly  
for disabled users, will be  
provided on the northern side  
of the church.

“We have waited for this day for 
so long,” said Rev Canon Dr Neal 
Barnes. “Now we can begin the 
work that will help us welcome 
the entire community into Holy 
Trinity. Gone will be the uneven 
churchyard and the wall that 
seems to say ‘keep out’. There 
will be a whole new space for the 
entire community, and a warm 
welcome that says, ‘come in’.”

Obtaining permission was not 
a straightforward process: our 
project manager, Mark Coates 
from Alan Wood & Partners and 
architect Guy Smith from Bauman 
Lyons worked tirelessly.

Given such a large develoment, 
there were remarkably few 
objections, but every viewpoint 
was carefully considered by the 
Chancellor. Ultimately, however, 
he noted the ‘benefit that will 
flow to the wider community in 
the city’ and added that “I have no 
hesitation in concluding  
that these benefits will be real 
and substantial and that the  
balance comes down firmly in 
their favour.”

“In my judgement both the 
church and the city will  
benefit from the opening up of 
this space,” he continued.

Now the work begins, to create a 
fabulous square at the West End 
of the church during 2016. It will 
be a place where  
community events and concerts 
happen, where people gather, 
where a future Holy Trinity café 
spills out on a sunny day. Most of 
all, it will be a space than leads 
people right up to the grand west 
door of Holy Trinity, and invites 
them inside Hull’s most amazing 
Grade I listed building.
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Delighted!

Work
commences!

After so much planning, so much fundraising,  
so much hard work by so many people, we’ve  
really begun!

I am delighted that we’re transforming Holy Trinity 
for the 21st century and beyond; creating a space  
to better serve the Community, and from which  
we can express God’s love for all the people of Hull.

But we have much more to do. In this newsletter  
you can read about Phase 2, which really is the  
heart of our development; the part that makes so 
much possible.

We already have half the funds needed to complete 
Phase 2, but we need to raise £800,000 in the next 
year. That, alongside gaining the necessary further 
permissions, has become our priority.

As with Phase 1, there will be large and small  
donations: the parishioner who can give a few 
pounds, and the person, perhaps reading these 
words now, who is moved to contribute a six figure 
sum.  I’m grateful to everyone: those who have 
given, those who will come forward to create  
something amazing at the heart of Hull.

Holy Trinity’s expanding role as a ‘go-to’ place where  
concerts and events happen goes hand-in-hand with helping people in need.

“The more events we have, the more people we meet,” explains Rev Irene Wilson.  
“Engaging with the community, being part of things, just listening, is crucial to our  
caring role. Then, the more things that happen in our church, the more  
opportunities there are for volunteers; and that’s a big part of our mission.”

Recently the internationally acclaimed choral group, The Sixteen, performed at Holy Trinity, as 
part of their Choral Pilgrimage 2015, featuring rarely-heard 16th century Spanish works. What a 
night it became! Hundreds of people came to hear the concert – the church was almost full. An 
army of volunteers welcomed, ushered, and helped provide refreshments in the interval. In the 
north choir aisle a special reception was held for guests of the evening’s generous sponsors,  
Rollits Solicitors, joined by donors who have supported the development project.

As stunning voices filled the entire building, the acoustic clarity spoke of the skills of medieval 
masons, who knew how to amplify the human voice.

“This church has wonderful acoustics,” said The Sixteen’s Associate Conductor, Eamonn  
Dougan. “The church was built for music like this, and this music was written for glorious 
churches with wonderful acoustics.”
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Phased approach to 
amazing transformation

Holy Trinity’s amazing development will happen in meticulously planned 
phases. Phasing enables the complicated process of gaining the necessary 
permissions to proceed smoothly whilst work on approved work continues, 
and allows fundraising to be completed one phase at a time.

The first phase, the external works, now underway, will make a huge  
difference. Trinity Square will be a fabulous open space, suitable for concerts, 
outdoor markets, and all kinds of cultural events. With permissions and the 
required funds in place, it’s all systems go now, to complete this work in 2016. 

The next target is to gain permissions for Phase 2, and to raise the necessary 
funds to complete it. 

Phase 2 really will be the backbone of the project, as it will create the space 
in the nave to do so much that can’t currently be accommodated. However, 
Holy Trinity’s famed pew ends, and all of the nave’s history and heritage will 
be protected, with pews mounted on wheels. This will allow them to be 
placed in the nave, or in the North Choir Aisle, or indeed any other location 
within the church as needed.” Phase 3, which will happen after 2017’s City of 
Culture events, will provide a new, external kitchen, and fabulous new café 
by the West door, new toilets and the refurbishment of the east end of the 
church. We are already talking to outside agencies about financial support for 
this phase.

Phase 2 will provide space for concerts, banquets, events and performances, 
a flexible worship space, a reordered, restored nave that welcomes the visitor, 
and an upgraded café in the south choir aisle. 

A fabulous glass entrance will help transform the church. Not only will it keep 
the heat in and the cold out, but imagine standing in Trinity Square and  
looking right through the church to see the amazing east window. Then, 
come through the glass doors to see the fabulous medieval architecture as 
never before. Breathtaking!

“Holy Trinity is about serving our community, whether that means being a 
cultural centre, an artistic and heritage hub, or a place where those in need 
know that they will find people who care,” explains Rev Canon  
Dr Neal Barnes. “At present, we’re growing in every way – we’re helping 
more people, staging more events, and in three years our Sunday  
attendance has grown three-fold. But we are restricted by our facilities. 
That’s why Phase 2 is so very important.”

Whilst planning continues, the race is also on to secure the £800,000 needed 
to complete Phase 2 on time for City of Culture.

“We’ve been delighted by the generosity of people so far,” says Develop-
ment Group Chairman John Robinson. “That’s why we’re able to complete 
the external works, and are over half way to our target for Phase 2. I know 
people will be just as generous again, especially when they can see what’s 
happening in the square. We need everybody who recognises the difference 
this work will make for the city and its people to give as generously as they 
can. And I know they will.”

“At present, we’re growing in 
every way – we’re helping more 
people, staging more events, and 
in three years our Sunday  
attendance has grown three-fold”

FROM CONCEPT 
                       TO REALITY...

PHASE2

Future Community Lunch in the Nave


