Dear Friends
‘Love is patient, love is kind, it does not anger, it does not boast’
1 Corinthians 13 v4
I wonder how many times these words have been spoken at wedding services over the past
few months. I suppose many of us are ‘romantics’ at heart and when we hear these words
we hope that the vows couples make to each other on their wedding day will be vows of
life-long love for one another.
These celebrated words on love, written by the Apostle Paul, are part of a longer letter;
they were not written originally for a marriage service but to a group of people belonging to
the church in Corinth. In this letter it was Paul’s attempt to instruct and restore the church
in its areas of weakness, however today the verses on love, from chapter 13, have become
the most popular verses of the entire book.
Although we may have heard this message innumerable times, we still need to hear it again,
because it is impossible to over-estimate its importance. It is important that we don’t turn
faith into a matter of outward observance, of doing or supporting – we all get become busy
with the daily deeds - but we have to remember the motive behind the deeds. Whatever
task we take on, and the people at Hull Minster often take on so many, it is important that
we never forget the vital ingredient – the one of love. Loving others as God loved us,
without love we may sing like angels but we become no more than a resounding gong or a
clanging cymbal
The message of these verses goes far beyond the popularity of weddings, so thank you to
everyone; those who worship, those who are employed, and the hundreds of volunteers at
the Minster who show God’s love in everything you do.
So why do you do it?
1 John chapter 4 v 14 says ‘we love because God first loved us’. Surely that’s got to be a
good enough reason!
Blessings, Irene

