WHAT WEBSITE PLATFORM SHOULD I USE?
START HERE

Are you building your website
yourself or planning to hire
someone to do it for you?

Hire it out!

I’m doing it!


Do you have plans to offer an ecourse or
other membership site where you would
need to track individual customer profiles
with unique logins?

Are you comfortable with
html and css code and/or love
learning new techy things?

Yes!

Not so much...

Yes!

Nope.
Go with Squarespace, it’ll
make you look good! And
check out one of these
Squarespace DIY courses:
Launch Your Space
Squarespace 7 Foundations

Squarespace doesn’t offer
this capability (yet!). You can
either stick with Wordpress
for everything or have your
main site on Squarespace and
use another platform for your
membership site (Simplero,
Kajabi Next, Wordpress.)
Squarespace can password
protect an entire site or
individual pages though. Take
a look at this video to see what
Squarespace can do to protect
your paid content.
Password protection is sufficient
for your needs, or you’re OK
with having your paid content
on another site?

Wordpress.org is for you! You’ll have an
amazing amount of options and access to
every part of your site with a Wordpress site.

No. I need a little more in the way of unique logins
and I only want one website.

Yes!

Squarespace has a beautiful ecommerce
solution built right in, but not with robust
inventory management. Shopify is
going to be your best bet to support the
growth of your product business.

That’s me!
Do you plan to sell a large number
of physical products? Is automated
inventory management or wholesaler
login access is a high priority for you?
No

Definitely!

Does your site need to be innovative,
trend-setting, support custom real-time
interactions OR do you have specific
design elements in mind that you’re not
willing to compromise on?

No

Is your business based in the US,
UK, Canada, Australia or Europe?

No, I really need an integrated Paypal checkout experience.

Squarespace’s integrated ecommerce
system is powered by the payment
processing company, Stripe. To accept
payments via the built-in shopping cart
system you must have a (free) Stripe
account, and Stripe is only available in
select countries. (You can view those
countries here). Note: anyone in the
world can make payments on your
Squarespace-Stripe system. Only you—
the business owner—must operate
in a Stripe serviced country to collect
payments.

No. As long as
it looks good,
converts well and
makes me $!

If Stripe isn’t available in your country yet
you can use a Paypal ‘Buy Now’ button
or Gumroad on your Squarespace site to
accept payments, but your customer’s
checkout experience won’t be as
streamlined. In this case, you may be
better off with Wordpress or Shopify.

Yes

Yes, that works for me!

Does the overall look of Squarespace
websites appeal to your style?

Squarespace isn’t a good fit for you.
You’ll have a lot easier time finding
a Wordpress developer that can
make your exact vision a reality.

Not really.

Squarespace has a distinct
clean & modern style common
to all its templates. It’s a
popular look, but it may not
be what you’re looking for. If it
doesn’t match your aesthetic,
better head over to Wordpress.

Yes!

Do you have the staff / know-how / time
to keep your website software updated,
manage SSL certificates, monitor
bandwidth & combat brute-force attacks?

Are external payment processing options
(Paypal or Gumroad) good for you?

You, my friend, have some choices! You can
safely narrow your search down to Wordpress
.org and Squarespace. With Wordpress you
will spend more time managing your website,
but it does come with some advantages too.
Still undecided? Take a look at this blog post
for 9 reasons I like Squarespace.

Yes!

Probably not.

Your
Choice!

Squarespace was built just for you and your business.
You’re going to love it!

Now what?
Click here to get started with some of my
most popular Squarespace posts.
OR Click here to start your 14-day free Squarespace trial.

The terms “Squarespace, “Wordpress,” and “Shopify” are registered trademarks of Squarespace, Inc., the Wordpress Foundation and Shopify, Inc. respectively. Connie Holen is not affiliated with any of these corporations.

I’m Connie, a Visual Brand and Website Designer in Lincoln, Nebraska.
I work with small businesses to create logos, Squarespace websites and
marketing materials so they can look amazing, both on-line and off.

hello!

If your small business needs an on-line home that communicates with
your customers and is easy-to-manage I’d love to hear about your
project. Visit ConnieHolen.com to see how we can work together.

