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INTRODUCTION

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish is Jesus’ parish. St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church is Jesus’ church. He is the sole reason for our existence. He is the 
head and the very heart of this parish.

Pope Francis has defined the universal church in this way: “Let the church 
always be a place of mercy and hope, where everyone is welcomed, loved 
and forgiven.”

For the past one hundred years, we have maintained our core values. 
Some of the ways that we honored these values are through our vision 
statement, our compassion and love for each other, and our surrounding 
community.

 The vision statement here at St. Thomas the Apostle is: 

• Whatever a person’s current family or marital situa-
tion is, whatever a person’s history, age, background, 
race, whatever a person’s self-image is, all are invited, 
welcomed, accepted, loved and respected here. We see 
it as our God given calling to make kindness matter. We 
endeavor to be people persistent in the three things 
that matter most to Jesus: faith, hope and love. We are 
a church for everyone. We are a family.

•  We believe that every baptized person has a vocation to 
make the compassion and the love of Jesus real in this 
world. Here, everyone counts; here, everyone is needed.

•  For the past one hundred years, our Parish, our School, 
and our Religious Education Programs have given food to 
the hungry, clothed the naked, sheltered the homeless, 
visited the sick and the imprisoned.

•  Accordingly, we see ourselves as a church of mercy and 
hope, not one that is self-centered but always other-cen-
tered. Our goal is to make a positive difference in this 
world in the manner of Jesus.
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Architecturally, St. Thomas the Apostle Church is a beautiful building. 
However, the real beauty of this church lies within the people who make 
up this parish.

Love. Hope. Faith. Family. Making a positive difference. Honoring the 
dignity and value of each person. Celebrating diversity. This is St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church. 

COME JOIN OUR FAMILY AND WALK THE WAY OF JESUS WITH US.

first impression of St. Thomas the Apostle: 
it was a beautiful cathedral type church. Old world style. 

Anonymous

As a new parishioner, I had a beautiful and warm reception at St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church. Fr. Moran brought me back to my 
faith after a long absence. I hope God leaves me here for a while 
as I am a senior citizen. I want to enjoy St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church as long as I can. 

anonymous
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THE EARLY YEARS 1920-1926

The beginnings of St. Thomas the Apostle Church were in a small wooden 
building located at the corner of the Boulevard and South Quaker Lane in 
West Hartford and were built with the support of the parishioners’ time, 
talent, and treasure. Twenty-eight men of the parish helped build the 
structure. The first substantial donation was made by Mr. Thomas Eckert, 
and Father John F. Callahan, the first pastor, decided to name the church 
for the saint that bore Mr. Eckert’s name. Father Callahan, later Monsi-
gnor Callahan, resided in a stucco house on Boulevard opposite Jessamine 
Street. The parish was established two years after the end of World War I 
to serve West Hartford families living north of Elmwood who had previously 
belonged to St. Joseph Cathedral and Our Lady of Sorrows in Hartford. The 
first Sunday Masses were celebrated on November 14, 1920, eleven days 
before Thanksgiving.
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Since its inception, parishioners have played an integral role in supporting 
the parish as it grew with the changing town. Stories from the early days 
give insight to how the town had changed, becoming more suburban over 
the years. According to parish lore, one peaceful Sunday morning a cow 
stuck her head through an open window to the delight of the children during 
Mass. To raise necessary funds, parishioners bought “paper bricks” in enve-
lopes and some of the envelopes randomly contained crisp dollar bills. Early 
fundraising events were lawn parties, the first of which was hosted by the 
Sullivan family on Park Road. Live raffle items included two clucking chickens 
in a box and a goat. The women of the parish prepared food for suppers at 
seventy-five cents for adults and fifty cents for children. The fundraising 
continued as the parish expanded.  

In 1923, Msgr. Callahan was able to purchase land at the corner of Dover 
and Farmington thinking it was a more accessible location for parishioners. 
Construction then began on the basement church which was completed in 
1926. There was a dedication ceremony prior to celebrating High Mass on 
November 7, 1926 in the new basement church. Numerous priests from area 
churches and across the state participated in the dedication Mass. Accord-
ing to the Catholic Transcript, “The usual beautiful liturgy for the dedication 
of new churches was solemnly enacted and another temple of worship has 
been added to a long list of new edifices in the rapidly expanding diocese.” 
Msgr. Joseph P. McMahon reminded parishioners that they were part of 
the universal church which “ ... girdles the world and which has outlasted 

Today here in West Hartford one more such monument rises.  
Could a more glorious work be undertaken? It is in its infancy.  
It is we may say only a bud. But by virtue of today’s  ceremony 
that bud has been engrafted on the true vine which is Jesus Christ. 
Yesterday this structure was a mere building. Today it is a house of 
God; a temple of Jesus Christ with a history of 1900 years of glory 
behind it. It joins by golden links the twentieth century with the 
first and it brings the words and teachings of Jesus to your very 
ears. Well may you be proud, fittingly may your pastor be congrat-
ulated for you have definitely established in your midst one more 
branch of that divine institution of which Christ Himself said, 
‘Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I will build My Church and 
the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.

Rev. Walter F. Kenny’s  homily, November 7, 1926 
as reported in the Catholic Transcript on Nov.11, 1926
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the centuries ever faithful to the commission of Christ to Peter.” He further 
commented that, “The dedication of a Catholic church is not only a parochial 
joy, but the universal church shares in jubilation over the establishment of 
another center of Catholic life.” Rev. Walter F. Kenny’s homily referenced 
the mission of the Catholic church over the centuries and reflected on the 
church over the preceding 1900 years. In closing, he remarked that the glori-
ous work being undertaken was in its infancy or merely a bud. That bud 
continued to blossom and strengthen with the support of parishioners over 
the next three decades of the 20th century. 

Kenneth and Claire Hungerford 
were the first couple to be married 
in the upper church on September 
22, 1951.  Claire and Kenneth joined 
the parish in August 1967.  Of their 
eight children six were married in 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church.

Father Moran is so nice and under-
standing. We asked him to visit my 
brother when he was very ill and 
perform his last rites and funeral. 
What stands out is that Father found 
the essence of my brother during 
his visits and expressed that in the 
funeral homily. He is a wonderful 
man

Joanna Karpowicz, 102 years old in 2020.
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FROM LOWER CHURCH TO UPPER CHURCH: 
A BEAUTIFUL TRANSFORMATION

Once the lower church was completed 
and St. Thomas the Apostle had a new 
beautiful home (even if it was in the base-
ment) all expected that the “Upper Church” 
would quickly follow. However, this was not 
to be the case. Father Callahan believed that 
good stewardship required minimal debt. It 
would not be until 1951 that finances would 
allow the Upper Church to be completed, 
even though the architectural plans had 
been completed in 1926 by Father Callah-
an’s former seatmate at St. Patrick’s elemen-
tary school, John J. McMahon, a well-known 
architect who designed many churches in 
the Hartford area. Delay was also certainly influenced by the Great Depres-
sion of 1929 to 1933 and the Second World War from 1941 to 1945 which 
brought the St. Thomas family closer together than ever before. 

Completion of the upper church would take another turn when it became 
apparent that West Hartford could no longer wait for a suitable Catholic 
elementary school. Funds were again diverted. Father Callahan felt strongly 
that a good Catholic education was to be valued more than a new upper 
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church. In 1937 the cornerstone was laid for the new St. Thomas the Apos-
tle Elementary School, which was also designed by John McMahon. With 
an original staffing by the Sisters of Mercy for grades 1-3, the school would 
expand to a full eight grades with teaching by the Ursuline Sisters beginning 
in 1948. 

The growth of Catholic faithful in West Hartford continued at a record 
pace in the post-war years, resulting in the formation and establishment of 
the new St. Mark’s parish in 1948. With this continued increase in parish-
ioners and a more secure financial footing it finally became possible to 
complete the upper church. On Sunday, September 16, 1951 Monsignor 
John F. Callahan celebrated the first Mass in a beautiful, new upper church 
as Henry J. O’Brien, Bishop of Hartford, conferred the blessing. Construction 
had started in 1950 based on the original design of John McMahon with a 
total cost approximating $500,000. One of the major investments was for 
the outstanding, stained glass windows.

The church is of Gothic style forming a 
cruciform or cross shape. This style origi-
nated in France and is characteristic of the 
Middle Ages. The exterior is of a special 
grade, red-faced brick, supported by weight 
bearing cinder block trimmed with Long-
meadow brownstone. The three front 
entrances are symbolic of the Trinity. In 
earlier times, only the bishop was allowed 
to use the center doors. 

The main altar of white marble is 
supported by a pedestal of red marble. 
Behind the altar is the sculptured crucifix-
ion group with life-size figures. These pieces 
were made in Italy. The imposing cross is 
16 feet high. Flanking the crucifixion scene 
are two relief statutory groups with life-size 
figures depicting the Roman centurion of the 
gospel and the weeping multitude. These 
figures were also carved of Italian marble. 
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The altar itself was a gift of Mary Peacock and the statues and murals 
were the gift of the E. Clayton Gengras family. Many of the windows are 
made of Norman slab involving a hand-blown method originating in the 
mountains of West Virginia. Colored light streams through the large, stained 
glass window, measuring fourteen by twenty-two feet, over the choir loft 
above the church entrance, which was donated by the St. Thomas the Apos-
tle Women’s Club.

St. Thomas was like a second 
home to my family. It was a 
go to place. We were very 
fortunate to be a part of 
the STA community...The 
priests were always very 
supportive of our family, 
and interested in our 
welfare. Religion and STA 
were big foundations for 
our family. We had numer-
ous baptisms, First Commu-
nions, weddings and 
funerals here. Faith has 
gotten my family through 
many difficult times. Can’t 
imagine STA not being a 
part of our lives. 

Christine Lynch
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The difficult years of WWII were commemorated at the Pieta Shrine in 
the alcove on the west side of the upper church. Inscribed are the names of 
parishioners who gave their lives in service to our country. In addition to 
World War II, the War Memorial Shrine honors deceased veterans from the 
Spanish American War and World War I. The shrine depicting the Virgin 
Mary mourning over the dead body of Christ has a marble pedestal. It was 
donated by the employees of G. Fox and Company in memory of George J. 
Kyte. On the wall above is a beautiful polychromed scene of the Ascension 
together with the four evangelists. It is made of separate pieces of beaten 
copper, joined together and then baked and enameled; it is brilliantly 
colored. The panel was brought from England by Monsignor Callahan in 
1934 and dates from the 17th century. 

It’s a beautiful church. Talented choir, homilies are always a 
homerun. STA has many opportunities for service.  

Cindy Oleyer, Former CCD teacher, currently serves on Altar Guild, 
Women’s Club Honor Guard, Prayer Shawl, Eucharistic Minister, Liturgy 
Committee and Mother’s Circle
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In 1954, with the passing of Monsignor Callahan after more than thir-
ty-four years of stewardship, Monsignor Raymond LaFontaine was installed 
as the new guardian and pastor. This same year saw the construction of the 
present-day rectory building on the west side of the church on Farmington 
Avenue. In addition, a call was made to the leaders of the Men’s Club to 
form a Holy Name Society which would assist as ushers, commentators and 
census takers. They would also provide a scholarship each year to a student 
of the parish school. 

Joe and I were married in 1961. I started attending mass at STA 
when I first came to town and taught at St. Joseph’s College. I 
loved it from the minute I walked in the door. The aesthetics. The 
preaching. Compared to the other “new” churches which were 
being built in the 60’s, you felt like you were in God’s house. It’s 
always had a more welcoming feel about it.

Marge McKay, parishioner for 55 years
Former CCD teacher. Served on Parish Council, Member of the Women’s 
Club, Prayer Shawl ministry and Honor Guard
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A year later in 1955, an apartment house on 22 Robin Road was purchased 
and renovated to serve as a convent for the Ursuline Sisters. In addition, 
school remodeling was undertaken and two wings were added which made 
space for a total of sixteen classrooms. During the school’s construction the 
Town of West Hartford was gracious enough to remodel Dover Road by 
adding a bend to accommodate the school buildings explaining why this 
road has this unique characteristic. A new steeple was added in 1957 to 
bring the upper church to its current completion.

Steady - same familiar faces. STA has all of the elements of a 
healthy, active and vibrant parish. You will be fed spiritually here. 
The physical structure is stunning. We’ve done different things 
here over the decades. our children made their sacraments here.

Jim and Kathy McCormick
Kathy taught Little Lambs. Jim serves as deacon at St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church.
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CHANGING TIMES

The next major changes in St. Thomas the Apostle Church and the rest of 
the Roman Catholic community would come with Vatican II in the 1960s. 
Major revisions included not only that priests who said Mass faced the 
congregation, but that the Celebration of the Eucharist changed to the 
vernacular rather than Latin; distribution of both the Body and Blood of 
Jesus was allowed by the laity; the sign of peace was extended to the congre-
gation and scripture included Old Testament readings as well as a liturgical 
reading cycle of three years. Lay readers would also become a more prom-
inent part of our liturgy. Several lectors presented the scriptures at Mass for 
more than 40 years! Participation in all aspects of stewardship was encour-
aged with the creation of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine followed 
by parish councils to assist pastors with their sometimes overwhelming 
administrative duties and to make recommendations aimed at a more active 
parish life. These transformations meant that the congregation fully became 
a part of the church community and liturgy.
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With the completion of the upper church there continued to be tremen-
dous growth in the number of Catholics in West Hartford. So much so that, 
as the major gathering place, St. Thomas Sunday Masses would often be 
held in both the upper and lower churches. This would occur simultaneously 
during major Holy Days such as Easter and Christmas. The end result was 
the formation of two new West Hartford parishes in 1965 with the addition 
of Saint Peter Claver and Saint Helena. 

The 1960s and ’70s were a time of turmoil and protest in our country due 
primarily to the Vietnam War. While church membership continued to grow 
after the creation of two new West Hartford parishes, it was at a much slower 
pace. The community became more diversified. There was also a renewed 
commitment to social action and community involvement which would see 
another tremendous rebirth with the entrance into the 21st Century. With 
the decline in Monsignor LaFontaine’s health, Monsignor William J. Mullen 
and Father William J. Hilliard were named co-pastors to be joined by Father 
Thomas Ptasynski in the late ’70s. Bishop John Hackett arrived to reside at 
St. Thomas after the passing of Archbishop O’Brien in 1976.  

The 1980s were a time of global concerns, increased poverty and home-
lessness. My Sisters Place, The House of Bread, St. Elizabeth House and the 
plight of the inner city churches resulted in the creation of food pantries 
and a Caring Fund. During this period the Ursuline Sisters moved on to other 
communities and the convent was rented to the Sisters of Mercy. In June of 
1985, the Women’s Club celebrated its 50th Anniversary with a Golden Tea 
at the Seminary.  

It is calming to see the light, colored by the stained glass from 
windows above, as it creeps across the rear wall during Mass. It 
is as if the falling sun itself would want to add its warmth and 
join in the celebration. For us, the leadership and priestly guid-
ance toward good living through the light of the Gospel that we 
have experienced over the years are the church and make us the 
church... The global nature of the reach of the Catholic Church 
is evident at St. Thomas the Apostle Church especially at 5 o’clock 
Mass on Sunday evening. What a crowd it is. To see who lines up 
for communion in various garbs and ethnic appearances makes 
one feel a part of a worldwide union with God.

Edward and Mary Turbert, married at STA in 1975,
parishioners for over 58 years. 
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During this period, Little Lambs Sunday School for preschoolers began. 
Evangelism was the theme for adult study groups with emphasis on social 
action, peace and justice. Pope John Paul II visited Boston in October 1979 
and our parishioners journeyed to celebrate Mass with the Holy Father on 
Boston Common. 

The St.Thomas the Apostle Youth Group, known as STAY, was founded in 
August of 1998. It was the successor of the former St. Thomas the Apostle 
Teen Experience (S.T.A.T.E.).  The youth group now provides a place for high 
school students to gather in community and fellowship to socialize and cele-
brate their shared faith. Beyond the social component, STAY focuses on two 
primary areas: service and spirituality. In terms of its service, STAY feeds 
the hungry in the local community and beyond, spends time at Saint Mary 
Home providing companionship to the elderly, sings Christmas carols to 
STA parishioners who are lonely during the holidays, and a myriad of other 
activities. To help the students grow spiritually, STAY provides opportunities 
for weekend retreat programs, service mission trips, guided meditations 
and, perhaps most importantly, a forum to discuss the world and their lives 
through the lens of their Catholic faith.

St. Thomas the Apostle Church can be a quiet place to go in good 
times and in difficult times. Life was simpler 100 years ago and this 
can be refreshing. We need to appreciate those who came before 
us as well as those “behind the scenes” who do so much to main-
tain the beauty of our church day in and day out.  Our hope is to 
pass our faith, our values and our love to those that follow in 
the future. 

Bob and Barbara Cloonan, parishioners for 43 years describing their hope 
for the future. Bob is a lector. Barbara is a Eucharistic Minister, member 
of the Women’s Club and Mother’s Circle.
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A NEW CHAPEL AND A NEW GATHERING PLACE 

Since demand for use of the 
lower church was reduced, the 
community recognized that a 
meeting and social gathering 
space was critically needed. 
After considerable planning and 
recommendations by the Parish 
Council, a decision was made 
to transform the lower church 
into the Holy Family Chapel and 
Parish Center, complete with a 
professional kitchen, lavatories, air-conditioning and elevator for easy access 
to all three levels (parking lot, upper church, parish center and chapel); it 
took many years to bring this to reality. The Parish Council created the Build-
ing Committee that planned, made decisions, and supervised the process. 
In 1985, an elevator was installed thanks to the perseverance of parishioner 
Dave Smith who appreciated the special needs of those with disabilities. 
The first event in the new parish center was a continental breakfast hosted 
by the Women’s Club on February 21, 1988. A formal dedication ceremony 
for the Chapel occurred several months later on Sunday, May 7, 1989 with 
Bishop Hackett presiding. The parish center, from concept to completion, 
was truly the product of lay involvement in parish life.  

Homilies are great, to the point and 
connect to the readings. Sends you 
away with a message and an assign-
ment to do good, spreads through-
out the community. It brings people 
together; there is something for every 
age group. 

Joan and Dick Audet
Dick and Joan were on the Jubilee Commit-
tee, adopted a refugee family and assisted 
the K of C with the refurbishing of the 
kneelers. They’ve painted the outside 
Church doors, assist with the decorating 
of the church at Christmas and Easter and 
serve as Eucharistic Ministers.
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The 90’s also had many memorable moments. With the retirement 
of Monsignor Mullen and the transfer of Father Hilliard, Father Arthur J. 
Murphy became the new Pastor in 1991. Father Patrick Curran, an assistant 
pastor, was the traditional clergy representative in the annual Hartford St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade for many years. The year 1995 was the Diamond Jubi-
lee Year for St. Thomas the Apostle, and was marked by fun and festivities 
including a “Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner” planned by the Retreat League, 
a special lecture by Franciscan Friar, Father Benedict Groeschel, a Youth 
Group retreat to Ender’s Island with Father Moran, and a 75th Anniversary 
dinner which attracted 309 guests to the Parish Center, including many reli-
gious sons and daughters who had served St. Thomas over the years. Special 
memorial plaques were created for the church vestibule which raised over 
$70,000. Archbishop Cronin celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday, 
November 5th in honor of the anniversary. 

We wanted to be part of a parish, bought a house on Bishop Road, 
and could walk to church. I joined the choir and my wife Claire 
became a Lector...We were part of Lectors, Liturgy Committee, 
Parish Council, 75th Anniversary, Social Action, and Eucharistic 
Ministers. Leadership came as a result of being asked…Living your 
faith is a hard thing and this is the place and the people we do it 
with. It is our community of faith and our home.  

Mark Kindall 
Mark and his wife, Clare, have been on the Liturgy Committee, Parish 
Council, Social Action Committee and volunteered on the Jubilee Commit-
tee. They are currently Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers.

Fr. Curran Fr. Murphy, front
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The new Millennium brought with it hope, renewal and energy as the 
parish looked forward to a future of increased faith and social justice. Unfor-
tunately, peace would continue to require constant prayers following 
September 11, 2001. The 9/11 disaster would not only unite our country but 
would result in closer bonds for our St. Thomas the Apostle Community. In 
addition to numerous ecumenical services, Father Murphy and Father 
Moran became involved in a special early morning service dedicated to the 
service men and women which took place for more than five years. During 
this time, the parents of Lance Corporal Lawrence Philippon of West Hart-
ford, who died in Iraq, would often join us in our pews for these special 
Masses. 

In 2015, Father Edward Moran who 
had already served the parish returned 
to succeed our beloved Father Murphy 
as our new shepherd. Since Father 
Moran had spent several years teaching 
at Northwest Catholic and other schools, 
we were blessed to gain a pastor with a 
special dedication to youth and young 
adults.

Reaching out to the refugee 
and immigrant community. 
Being part of the Pilgrimage 
of 60 people who walked and 
prayed along Farmington 
Avenue during World Day for 
Refugees...People go out of 
their way to get involved and 
are encouraged every step of 
the way. Relationships with 
other faiths such as Rabbi 
Adler.  

Patrick Laorden, Crossfire,  Men’s 
Bible Study and Global Solidarity.

Ray Smith and Fr. Moran 
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There was also a renewed commitment to our neighbors. New organiza-
tions and groups were created at St. Thomas including Crossfire for young 
adults, Children’s Rosary, an expanded Food Pantry, and others. St. Thomas 
has become what it was always meant to be, a welcoming community. Our 
education committee always provides interesting speakers and topics. 
Father Richard Okiria shepherded several trips to his native parish in Uganda 
and Blythe Kaufman brought the Children’s Rosary and our prayers to Africa. 
We are truly becoming an international family of the faithful. And on the 
local scene, the bridge between Beth David Synagogue and St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church has become much more heavily traveled in both directions 
thanks to the efforts of Father Moran and Rabbi Adler. Even our entrance 
has become more open and welcoming since the completion of our Father 
Murphy Plaza. We are known as the church where all are welcome. 

I enjoy being part of Crossfire and Gospel study. Being surrounded 
with like minded friends who are on the same journey as you are 
is really invigorating… The biggest selling point for Saint Thomas 
is its vibrancy. It’s diverse and has many things going on and it’s a 
place where you will absolutely feel welcome and included.

Amanda Anderson

Our parish community is true to the Catholic faith. 
STA is a family, friendly place. The liturgy conforms to the Catholic 
faith. 

Kevin Budds  
Kevin has served on the Finance Committee for over 30 years.
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Faith and daily prayers are 
very important in my life. 
Fr. Moran’s sermons always 
include a thoughtful message 
and a homework assignment 
for the week. I take this seri-
ously and reflect on it during 
the week. It helps me to move 
forward in the week. Being a 
Eucharistic Minister and on 
the Finance Committee gives 
me a sense of belonging. 

Cindy Lui

What drew me to this particular parish is that Fr. Moran was 
preaching with intention. When I moved here, I noticed beautiful 
churches, but the communities within them were very generic and 
cold. I wasn’t getting anything out of them. Here at St. Thomas, I 
immediately noticed a liveliness that I hadn’t seen elsewhere.
St. Thomas and the Crossfire Catholic Young Adult Group chal-
lenges me—it’s an outlier in what many think of as a typical 
church community today. We unfortunately live in a time that 
many, including young people, think of churches as cold, judg-
mental and not accepting. We have consistently proven we’re 
accepting, open and really live what our mission is as catholic 
church.

Katie Hughes 
Katie is an active member of Crossfire and serves on the Pastoral Team 
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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL
BUILDING A FOUNDATION OF SCHOLARSHIP, SPIRITUALITY AND 
SERVICE

In 1935, the parishioners of St. Thomas the Apostle Church saw a need for 
an alternative to public education for their children. They wanted a learning 
environment that would educate children of many cultures and ethnic back-
grounds without prejudice and with faith. The parishioners sought a Catholic 
education that would provide a solid foundation of scholarship for every 
child enrolled at the school while fostering spirituality and a call to service. 

St. Thomas the Apostle School opened its doors to the first students in 
September 1937, a tight-knit group of children from the parish who walked 
to and from school each day. Once inside the sturdy, new brick walls, 
students sat in neat rows of desks dressed in freshly-pressed uniforms. The 
Sisters of Mercy taught the students how to read, write, and do arithmetic. 
The nuns also encouraged the students to show respect for God, for one 
another, and the world.  Students attended Mass daily, sang in the choir, and 
served those less fortunate. They also participated in sports and activities 
throughout their formative years at St.Thomas the Apostle School. Upon 
graduation, they carried their lessons learned in scholarship, spirituality, and 
service, and applied them to new classrooms and new experiences. Rever-
end Arthur Murphy, later to be pastor for many years was a member of the 
first graduating class. 

Eighty-two years have passed since those first students entered the 
brick walls of St. Thomas the Apostle School and of course, changes have 
taken place along the way. Three additions to the original structure were 
constructed in the 1960s to accommodate additional classrooms and a 
gymnasium. There is a playground and a garden in the school yard. The 
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building, now updated with wireless technology, has SMART Boards instead 
of chalkboards and a host of other technological tools in each classroom to 
enhance student learning. The school eliminated its upper grades in the late 
1980s merging those grades into St. Timothy Middle School, but expanded 
again in 1990 to include a Pre-Kindergarten, in response to a growing need 
and understanding of the value of early childhood education. 

Students no longer sit in neat rows as passive learners. Each grade has 
rigorous, age-appropriate standards established by the Archdiocese of Hart-
ford. The contemporary St. Thomas the Apostle School classrooms offer 
traditional and innovative lessons that integrate technology, literature, and 
manipulatives to promote student engagement and growth. The assortment 
of after-school activities has expanded to include Art Club, Book Club, Lego, 
STAY Green Club, Math Club, Rhythm Moves, and others. These clubs are in 
addition to an already vibrant After Care program that services more than 
forty students after school each day.

This parish provided an early foundation for our children’s partic-
ipation in the Mass, as our four sons each spent nine years serv-
ing as STA altar servers from third grade through their senior 
years in high school. Altar serving gave our children a physical 
and spiritual proximity to the Celebration of the Mass that helped 
to cultivate a love and yearning for Christ. What a great blessing 
for us as parents to witness our now adult sons lives centered on 
their Catholic faith. 

Bob and Mary Ann Swain 
Bob is currently on the Building and Grounds Committee
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Throughout these changes, the foundations of scholarship, spirituality, 
and service still resonate in halls and classrooms of St. Thomas the Apostle 
School. Parents continue to seek the high academic standards that are an 
integral part of a St. Thomas the Apostle School education.  Students consis-
tently surpass national and regional norms in all subject areas, and each 
student demonstrates at least one year’s worth of growth in all core subject 
areas every school year.  More importantly, St. Thomas the Apostle School 
guides students to understand Gospel values and demonstrate them in their 
relationships and service to others. It emphasizes respect and fairness for 
all, caring for God’s creation, and living and working together for a just soci-
ety.  Brick by brick, St. Thomas the Apostle School’s teachers and staff help 
build a foundation of scholarship, spirituality, and service for every student 
entering these old walls.  

St. Thomas the Apostle has a caring atmosphere and I feel blessed 
to be part of the parish. 

Victoria Sheltz Carey, student at STA School from 1952- 1959,
later married John Carey in the Church,May 16, 1986. 

It was a special time in my life and it makes me very proud and 
happy when some of my former students (and parents too) see 
me at Mass and update me on their progress since St. Thomas the 
Apostle school days. I am delighted to be able to say I had some of 
the very best students a teacher could have and I love them all.

Joan Schweitzer, parishioner and former STA teacher
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

The religious education program considers the needs of the whole family 
by making available  preparation for the sacraments at any age and special 
programs for spiritual growth. This includes adult programs such as the Rite 
of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) adult confirmation, convalidation of 
marriages, Bible study groups, and more. Service guides the program with 
projects based on Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy. The students are 
working on becoming the “hands and feet of Jesus.” 

Stephen Ministry is a pastoral outreach program. In this day and age with 
the shortage of priests and consolidation of parishes, Stephen Ministry 
helps the priests meet the needs of those going through difficult times. 
These special care-givers are trained and required to attend continuing 
education and supervision meetings. They bring Christ’s presence to those 
in their care.

The changes in religious education is from broadening 
or refining of education to a faith formation. 
It includes so much more than catechesis.

Liz Kiselica, Religious Education Director. 
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MUSIC MINISTRY

Music has always been a part of the liturgical life of St. Thomas the Apos-
tle. Since the upper church was built, and particularly since the implemen-
tation of the Second Vatican Council resolutions, the music became even 
more a part of people’s prayers, providing a powerful source of consolation, 
reflection, petition and praise, lifting spirits during Masses and other cele-
brations, bringing “God closer to His people, and the people closer to God.” 

According to David Garrido-Cid, Music Director, “by using all different 
kinds of music, we are able to serve the many people who come through 
our doors. We envision music, once again, helping all types of people to feel 
God closer, and moving them closer to God.” 

Currently, St. Thomas has two vocal and one instrumental group. Voces 
Sacrae is the adult choir, consisting of about twenty voices, and serves on 
Sunday mornings at the 10:30am Mass and all major Holy-days and cele-
brations from September to June. Voices of Angels is the children’s choir 
and has taken a seasonal approach this year, by which Voices of Angels will 
participate in highlighted holidays and celebrations. Both groups welcome 
new members, even if just for a season. 

When the upper church opened in 1951, leaders and parishioners saw 
the importance of equipping the church with an appropriate organ. An 
Austin organ was purchased and made in Hartford, by a company that still 
sits on Woodland Street. The 1951 Austin, has two manuals, 19 ranks, and 
just over 1,200 pipes placed inside three separate divisions. Today, a new 
organ of these characteristics could be valued for as much as $600,000! 

Through the decades, St. Thomas has acquired many a score of choral 
and instrumental music. Today, the main library, located in the West tower, 
holds over 750 titles! 

What stood out to me was the outstanding choir and the mean-
ingful and well delivered homilies.

Anonymous
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The music ministry is thankful to the generations of parishioners who 
purchased great instruments, populated a library, and provided music to 
countless liturgies in many varied styles. They promise to strive for music to 
help people lift their spirits, comfort their hearts and get a glimpse of the 
beauteous vision of God - a God who reaches out to everyone with his open, 
welcoming arms.

We have been more prayerful, more conscious of the words of 
prayers, homilies and songs we sing. We’re also more aware of 
the need for the country and the nation to be more peaceful and 
all the parishioners at St. Thomas the Apostle too. Our children 
have grown up to be good Christians and have the core values of 
a Catholic and good values for living a wonderful life.  

Michael and Kathy DeConti
Michael is a member of the Knights of Columbus, Parish Council, Building 
and Grounds, on the Finance Committee and is a Counter. Kathy was active 
in the Women’s Club and created the Friendly Visitor Program. Kathy is an 
active member of the Social Action Committee and is in the Choir.
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PARISH COUNCIL

Following the recommendations of the Vatican Council in 1968, a Parish 
Council was formed at St. Thomas and replaced the former Executive Board 
of Confraternity of Christian Doctrine whose purpose was to deepen and 
expand the role of the church in contemporary life, with emphasis on lay 
participation. Every service group in the parish had representation on the 
Council, including Women’s Club, Knights of Columbus, CCD and RCIA, Youth 
Group, Building and Grounds (which was added later), Lectors, Eucharistic 
Ministers, Hospitality (Sunday Coffee Hour), and still others. The Council also 
had a planning and advisory function in the parish. 

The Education Committee on the Council held many programs. For exam-
ple, in response to the tragic events on 9/11/2001, the Committee planned 
an ambitious program that would help parishioners learn of the Muslim 
faith in comparison with other major faiths. 

In recent years, Fr. Edward Moran, our pastor, and Rabbi Yitzachok Adler 
have held programs at our respective houses of worship. Due to recent 
threats to and violent attacks at mosques, synagogues, and churches in our 
nation and our state, our respective houses of worship now share access 
should the need for refuge be ever needed. 

Sense of community; family, friendship...I’ve learned a lot from 
the Gospel study groups and the peers that run it.

Jose Santana, member of Crossfire and Men’s Bible Study.

Fr. Moran, Imam Omar Tawil and Rabbi Adler
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More recently, the Parish Council clarified and shaped the Mission State-
ment of our parish, namely to attract people to visit our church and ulti-
mately become members, and to create programs and approaches that 
encourage discipleship and evangelization. The goal is to guide parishioners 
to recognize that discipleship is a life-long process of striving to become 
like Jesus in our thoughts, words, and actions. A true spirit of discipleship 
promotes evangelization. 

In addition to our hard working Parish Council, a Pastoral Team consisting 
of lay volunteers who have been active on past councils and other commit-
tees in the parish has been formed. They serve the parish by setting concrete 
and hopefully achievable goals for increasing the spirit of discipleship within 
and beyond our church walls.

Becoming involved has been an uplifting experience. It shows you 
the human side of the church. I’ve enjoyed meeting people in vari-
ous committees I’ve been a part of. I’m proud of the services we 
provide to those in need. 

Mark Molloy
Mark has been a lifelong parishioner. Mark has served on the Parish 
Council, attended Men’s Bible Study, is currently a member of the Knights 
of Columbus and assists monthly with the Food Share pick up.
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THE WOMEN’S CLUB

St. Thomas the Apostle Women’s Club formed in 1935 and remains the 
longest functioning volunteer group in the parish. Its purpose was to build 
a fellowship of women devoted to learning and growing in the Catholic faith 
and applying its message in everyday life. The mission statements changed 
over the years, but their meaning never did. Love and service were their 
theme. 

During World War II, members sewed pajamas for wounded soldiers and 
collected clothing for war torn, liberated countries. In the ’60s, the Women’s 
Club raised funds for scholarships for young women entering St. Joseph’s 
College at a time when few women were able to attend college. In subse-
quent decades, they provided meals and/or monetary donations to My 
Sister’s Place, St. Elizabeth House, Loaves and Fishes, and The Guild of St. 
Agnes. From the outset, the Women’s Club supported STA School and the 
pastor’s fund for the needy. They sewed and embroidered baptismal robes 
for all baptisms (one member still continues that work); visited homebound 
women of the parish; knitted prayer shawls and initiated the annual Giving 
Tree program. The Women’s Club continues its tradition today of honoring 
and remembering members through the Funeral Honor Guard and annual 
mass for deceased members. The Altar Guild, a function of the club, contin-
ues its service to the parish to this day.
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The Women’s Club has held many educational programs over the years. 
A noteworthy program occurred in 1947 with a sponsored talk by Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen (before he became a television evangelist) held 
at the Bushnell and open to the public. Tickets were $1.75 for reserved seats 
and $1 for open seats. The Monsignor’s visit to Hartford was but one way 
the club funded the treasured Christ the King stained glass window at the 
front of the church. This window is one of the long lasting and most beauti-
ful contributions of the club. 

Literally, thousands of women have worked on behalf of the Church of 
St. Thomas the Apostle in a myriad of ways. The Women’s Club has not 
disbanded but it no longer has officers and regular meetings. Now, it is for 
a new generation of women leaders to support one another and to assist 
the parish in innovative and effective ways in the 21st century. They too will 
be motivated by love, faith, and the desire to make a difference in our faith 
community.
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One of my roles at St. Thomas the 
Apostle is decorating the church for 
Christmas. One year, I placed an ad 
in the bulletin asking if anyone had 
a 13 foot tree they wish to donate. 
I received a call from a woman who 
wanted to buy one in memory of 
her daughter. I asked to meet her 
the Next day so I could show her 
the options. We sat down and she 
proceeded to share with me that the 
tree would be in memory of the first 
child she and her husband had over 
50 years ago. Her child was still born 
and at that time, the moms weren’t 
allowed to hold the baby. We spent 
hours talking about our families 
and despite our age difference, we 
both walked away, feeling as if we 
had made a new friend. After our 
meeting, I thought we should do 
something special with our new 13 
foot tree. I met with the donor a 
week later and presented the idea of 
having it be a Love and Remembrance 
tree. Each year, individuals are 
invited to write the name of a loved 
one or a message to a loved one who 
has passed away on an angel orna-
ment. Seeing the angels on the trees 
and realizing what they represent is 
very powerful. 

Chantal Kotyla, 
parishioner since 1997, Women’s Club, 
Social Action Committee, Building & 
Grounds Committee, and Parish Center 
Coordinator
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MOTHER’S CIRCLE

The Mother’s Circle program had its roots in the Women’s Club Study 
Group in 1945. Sister Mary DeLourdes, Director of the Nursery School at 
St. Joseph’s College, was invited to speak on Child Development. Her talk 
inspired the formation of Our Lady of Lourdes Mothers’ Circle. Initially, this 
Circle held weekly educational meetings on health, child guidance, under-
standing the adolescent, as well as gatherings with other circles from neigh-
boring towns. These exposures led to the formation of eleven Mothers’ 
Circles at St. Thomas who met in members’ homes. They ran independently 
from the Women’s Club, raised funds for charity, prayed together and had 
programs on a current event or religious topic. The circles evolved into life-
long close friendships as well. Members helped each other in trying times. 
Two circles still meet monthly. 

I have loved having a date night with my husband at several of 
the church functions such as Mardi Gras, Oktoberfest, Christmas 
Carols, Lenten Fish dinner and Coffee Hours. I have also enjoyed 
the Women’s Christmas Tea Cup Auction as as well as the Christ-
mas Bazaar. My husband and I celebrated our 20th wedding anni-
versary last year and Fr. Moran gave us a blessing. We feel truly 
blessed to have found a church home in St. Thomas.

Stephanie Sokolowski 
Stephanie is currently the Little Lambs Coordinator and a 
Eucharistic Minister.
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MONSIGNOR JOHN F. CALLAHAN KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS COUNCIL 3600

On March 16, 1953, Council 3600 officially received its charter, and the 
125 charter members named the council in honor of the first pastor of St. 
Thomas, Monsignor John F. Callahan. The first meetings were held in what 
was the basement church. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, the grow-
ing council occupied itself with charitable, social, and fraternal activities 
of a broad nature, in the tradition of the order. Christmas and New Year’s 
suppers and dances, Communion breakfasts, Masses for departed brothers, 
support for West Hartford youth sport, assistance with the upkeep of Saint 
Thomas the Apostle Church, support for the activities of the Holy Family 
Retreat House, lectures on a variety of topics by guest speakers and active 
participation in the ceremonials of the order were just a small part of the 
council’s activities. A favorite endeavor of the council continues to be its 
support of activities that benefit citizens with intellectual disabilities. 

By 1970, council membership had increased to over 380 men, and the 
Council 3600 purchased a hall at 57 Grassmere Avenue, and began conduct-
ing its business and social activities from the home’s first floor. In 1996, the 
Council 3600 sold the home and returned to its roots, meeting once again in 
the now re-configured basement of St. Thomas the Apostle Church, where 
it meets to this day.

Today, the council remains dedicated to 
activities that support the church, its religious 
clergy, as well as the families and youth of 
our community, and that foster the spiritual 
well-being of our members. Some exam-
ples include Keep Christ in Christmas poster 
contest, the crèche on the plaza of the church 
during advent and Christmas, Red Cross blood 
drives, supporting St. Gerard’s Center for Life, 
and providing seminarians transportation to 
the March for Life in Washington, DC. There is 
hardly a month that goes by without a Coun-
cil 3600 sponsored event, whether it be for 
the church, the community, our county, the 
youth of our society, or the council. 
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SOCIAL ACTION AND OUTREACH

Various committees are dedicated to fulfilling the 
call of the Church to social justice and continue to 
spearhead many projects. As Catholics we believe in 
the sanctity of human life and dignity of the person (a 
principle of social justice). For the entirety of its 100 
years of service to community here and around the 
world, the people of STA have responded by living the 
Gospel with ongoing generosity and consideration of 
others. We take our responsibility seriously to treat 
all with dignity, and we have acted by giving preferen-
tial treatment to the poor and vulnerable, particularly 
in regards to feeding the hungry - a message strongly 
given in the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 25.

Service organizations have always been an integral part of the parish. 
During the past year, we... 

• Distributed 138,735 meals to the needy through our food pantry  
• Purchased 38 tons of food from Foodshare to distribute  
• Raised $2,661 for Foodshare Walk Against Hunger  
• Made and delivered 5,500 sandwiches through STA sandwich 

ministry 
• Collected 125 turkeys for the annual Foodshare turkey drive  
• Raised nearly $1000 for the Rice Bowl Project  
• Provided dinners at local homeless shelters  
• Provided over 500 holiday gifts for families to area social service 

agencies  
• Filled and delivered more than 135 boxes for Operation Christmas 

Child  
• Collected backpacks and school supplies for low income families 
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OUR MINISTRIES
We pray that you will discover a calling where your talents will be used to serve 
others. There are over 20 ministries that are designed to support our parish. There 
is something for everyone and each man, woman, and child is encouraged to join 
our parish family.

Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration is adoring the presence of Christ. All are invited to sit in 
silence and pray before the Blessed Sacrament.
 
Altar Guild
Prepare the altar for weekend Masses. Change linens, straighten sacristies and pews.

Altar Servers
Two roles available: Trainers - Adult supervision to work with training servers and 
creating the monthly server schedule. Servers - Children grades 3 and up (boys and 
girls) serving during weekly liturgies.

Building and Grounds 
Focus on promoting and planning upkeep, repair and maintenance of all parish 
properties.

Candle Ministry
Clean up the candle areas (upper and lower church), by and replenish candle 
supplies, collect donations from candle boxes and turn in to the rectory.

Children’s Rosary
Children of all ages are welcome to come learn how to and participate in praying 
the rosary.

Confirmation Class
Confirmation preparation studies for students in grades 9 and 10 with a focus on 
the beautiful traditions, sacraments and liturgy of the Catholic traditions, while also 
spending a significant amount of time on moral decision making.

Crossfire
Adults from age 20-40 years seeking fellowship and continuing religious education 
and service.

Divine Mercy
Promotes the devotion of Divine Mercy through a holy hour. 

Eucharistic Ministers
Assist with the distribution of Holy Communion at Mass.

Eucharistic Ministers to the Homebound
Assist with the distribution of Holy Communion to those either homebound or in nurs-
ing homes.
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Finance
Appointed by the Pastor as consultants to monitor parish expenditures and reve-
nues. Creates an annual budget and reviews the church financial reports on a quar-
terly basis.

Greeters
Greeters at the doors of our church help to foster a sense of welcome to parish-
ioners. Greeters assist with seating during major feast days such as Christmas and 
Easter.

Hospitality
Our mission is to bring the nourishing love of Christ to all those who pass through 
the doors of the church. We focus on compassion for the bereaved and the home 
bound through remembrance and outreach.

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus is the world’s largest Catholic fraternal organization. We 
provide various volunteer opportunities throughout the year that support our 
parish and community.

Lectors
Ministers of the Word, more commonly known as Lectors, have brought the Word 
of God to our parishioners at every Mass, proclaiming the Word with clarity and 
meaning. Open to any member of the parish.

Little Lambs
A bible study with community service opportunities for children age 3-6 years 
during the 10:30 Sunday Mass. Adults are needed to teach and support with activ-
ities based on the Sunday readings. 

Music Ministry
To study, plan and implement the musical arrangements for our weekend liturgies 
throughout the church year with special emphasis on Advent, Lent and Easter 
Seasons. Members have the option of participating through vocal or instrumental 
involvement.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
“Through the loving work of our hands”, this dedicated group meets to knit prayer 
shawls that bring prayerful comfort, warmth, support and love to people who are 
ill and would benefit from the loving embrace of one of our prayer shawls.

Global Solidarity
This ministry prays for the global refugees, educates and informs parishioners about 
migration aspects, advocates in accordance with the USCCB Justice for Immigration 
campaign and connects and reaches out to local refugees to assist in their needs.

Religious Education
Students: Religious education is a lifelong process by which we may come to know, 
and love the Lord as true disciples of the faith through the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
Sacred Scriptures, Church Doctrine, the Sacraments (specifically Reconciliation and 
Eucharist), Church traditions, life experiences and prayer. As true disciples we share 
our knowledge and love of God by becoming more active participants in the Mysti-
cal Body of Christ, at Mass, throughout the Liturgical year, and in service to our 
families, neighborhoods, communities, country and world through the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy. Projects vary depending on the needs of the community 
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and / or the works of other ministries in the church. Teachers receive training and 
materials to support the education of our CCD programs. 

Respect Life
Promotes education, awareness and engagement opportunities around the 
Church’s teachings on “respect for life”. Coordinate or publicize events such as 40 
Days for Life campaign, Eucharistic adorations, prayer vigils, bus/march events and 
legislative outreach.

Sandwich Ministry
Provides sandwiches to the homeless in Hartford on the third Tuesday of each 
month.

STAY
Saint Thomas the Apostle Youth Group is open to any high school student in grades 
9-12 to achieve continuity beyond Confirmation that helps to build meaningful rela-
tionships among members. We focus on service and activities fulfilling our call to 
serve others. Spiritual growth is fostered through an environment to allow each indi-
vidual to explore and grow their faith and to build faith within our community through 
activities such as overnight retreats, offering guided meditation, exploring the power 
of prayer, and discussing issues that weigh particularly on the teenage mind.

Social Action /Food Pantry Ministry
Opportunities range from picking up food at Food Share and delivering to STA, once 
per month or bringing bags from basement to the first floor of the rectory or serv-
ing as a backup for bagging food 9:00-11:00 on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursdays. 

Social Action / Feeding the Hungry
Preparing and serving dinner at local homeless shelters once per month. 

Jesse’s Garden Ministry
Plant vegetables in the Spring, water garden on a regular basis throughout Spring 
and Summer, pull vegetables when ready and deliver to the food pantry. 

Prayer Blanket Ministry
Sew prayer blankets at your home. Blankets are prayed over at daily Mass and 
distributed to those in need. Materials and pattern are provided.

Ushers
Support the greeters at each mass with preparing the church with bulletins and 
worship bulletins prior to mass and straightening papers after the masses. Conduct 
the collection during weekend and feast day masses; lead the October count and 
assists parishioners with seating needs during mass.
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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH PASTORS

Pastor Sunrise Sunset
Msgr. John F. Callahan 1920 1954
Msgr. Raymond G. LaFontaine 1954 1977
Msgr. William J. Mullen 1983 1986
Rev. William J. Hilliard 1977 1991
Rev. Arthur J. Murphy 1991 2013
Rev. Edward M. Moran 2015

PARTIAL LINEAGE OF MUSIC DIRECTORS AT STA

Mary Ann Caroso 1946 - 1973
Richard and Becky Matteson 1973 - ca. 1980
Jeffrey Shaw 1980 - 1982
Donald Funk 1982 - 1989
Martin Smith 1990 - 2013
Shellie Giroux and Christian Cashman 2013 - 2015
David Garrido-Cid 2015 - 

NATIVE PRIESTS OF PARISH

Rev. John P. Blanchfield  
Rev. Francis Campbell
Rev. Thomas B. Campion
Rev. Charles W. Cobb
Rev. John P. Cook
Rev. Robert W. Cronin
Rev. Thomas F. Dennehy
Rev. Daniel G. Dunne
Rev. James A. Gay
Rev. John C. Gay
Rev. Joseph C. Gengras
Rev. Msgr. John F. Hannon
Rev. Charles B. Hagearty, U.S.  Army Chap
Rev. Harold M. Holbrook

Rev. Terrance Kristofak - C.P.
Rev. Robert Ladish
Rev. William C. Ladish
Rev. Robert J. Malone - C.S.C.
Rev. Martin J. McDermott
Rev. Thomas R. Missett
Rev. Douglas A. Morrison
Rev. Arthur J. Murphy
Rev. Charles R. Mullins
Rev. David J. O’Brien
Rev. James C. Rush
Rec. John L. Shae
Rev. Leonard F. White

NATIVE NUNS OF THE PARISH

Sister Patricia Brewer, R.S.M.
Sister Mary Joan Cook, R.S.M.
Sister Mary Lee D’Arche, R.S.M.
Sister Constance De Mamby, R.S.M.
Sister Maria Caridad Desell, R.S.M.
Sister Margaret Gay, R.U.
Sister Kathleen Jones, R.U.
Sister Mary Ellen Murphy, R.S.M.

Sister Judith O’Connor, R.U.
Sister Hedwig Owsiak, R.U.
Sister Jane Quinlan, R.U.
Sister Regina Robinson, R.U.
Sister Mary Jane Waddy, R.S.M.
Sister Barbara Wright, R.U.
Sister Jerome Tressy, R.U.
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STATISTICS FOR 100 YEARS 

Marriages from 1920 to present .........................................................6,394
Baptisms from 1920 to present ...........................................................8,556
Confirmations from 1920 to present ...................................................9,238
Funerals from 1948 to present ........................................................... 4,600
First Communions from 1952 to present ............................................6,652
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CENTENNIAL MUSIC SERIES
Events will begin at 7:00 PM, unless otherwise indicated.

FEBRUARY 22, 2020 
MARDIS GRAS DINNER CELEBRATION 
Short musical sets (Jazz, Broadway…) will be performed by own STA musicians 
between courses and at the end of this annual Louisiana style dinner. TICKETS SOLD 
IN ADVANCE AND AT THE DOOR.

MAY 8, 2020  
HARPSICHORD RECITAL 
Featuring Ignacio Prego, Harpsichord. A graduate of the Hartt School, Indiana 
University and the Juilliard School, Mr. Preggo will delight us with his internation-
ally acclaimed “magnetic delicacy, dizzying virtuosity and exquisite expressivity”. 
Mr. Prego, a friend of the late Richard  Garmany, will perform on Mr. Garmany’s 
own harpsichord. The Garmany Fund is a Key sponsor of our Centennial series. This 
concert is particularly dedicated to him. FREE WILL OFFERING.

SEPTEMBER 25, 2020 
STA CABERET
A showcase of STA’s own talent: professional musicians, choirs, volunteers, friends… 
A light-hearted night to be enjoyed by all. If you wish to participate, contact David 
Garrido. FREE WILL OFFERING.

NOVEMBER 13, 2020 
CENTENNIAL FESTIVAL CONCERT
Featuring orchestral, choral and organ concert including the premiere of a piece by 
Octavio Vazquez, commissioned by St. Thomas the Apostle Church for its Centen-
nial celebration. Sponsored by the Marjorie Jolidon Fund (AGO’s Greater Hartford 
Chapter) and donations from several generous parishioners who wish to remain 
anonymous. TICKETS SOLD IN ADVANCE AND AT THE DOOR.

All proceeds from the STA Centennial Music Series ticket sales or free will offering 
will be used to offset the costs of the Centennial Festival Concert production and 
performer’s fees.

Tickets can be purchased at the rectory or after Masses. 
Visit stawh.org or see the bulletin for more details.
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LECTURE SERIES
Lecture Series will be held in the STA Parish Center unless noted differently and 
begin promptly at 7:00 PM. Refreshments will be available. Free will offerings 
will be accepted.

MARCH 16, 2020
STORIES FROM GENESIS, WITH ART REPRESENTATIONS
Hosts: Rabbi Adler, Fr. Moran and Katie Hughes

APRIL 27, 2020
THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS AS PORTRAYED IN ART
Hosts: Eileen Doyle and Sarah Ryor

OCTOBER 5, 2020
FAITH AND ANXIETY
Hosts: To Be Determined

100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY MASS 
NOVEMBER 1, 2020
10:30 AM in the Upper Church 
Followed by brunch in the Parish Center
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Saint Thomas the Apostle 
100 Year Anniversary 
Stewardship Prayer

O God our creator and giver of 
every good gift, bless our parish. 

Strengthen our faith and grant us 
the spirit of Christian Stewardship 
so that we may give generously 
of our time, energies, talents and 
resources for the spreading of your 
kingdom here in our Church and 

community.

By your Holy Spirit, continue to 
inspire us to renew what has been 
handed down to us by those who 
came before us and build for those 

who will come afer us.

This we ask through Jesus Christ, 
you Son, our Lord, Who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. 

Amen


