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For	ancient	Egyptians,	sex	had	both	creative	and	destructive	power.	In	this	episode	Kara	and	Jordan	
explore	what	we	know	about	sex,	gender,	and	death	in	ancient	Egypt.	They	discuss	the	difference	
between	sex	and	gender,	the	social	power	of	sex,	the	role	of	sex	in	ancient	Egypt’s	foundational	
myths,	and	sexuality	in	creation	myths	and	funerary	texts.	
	

• Distinguishing	between	sex	and	gender	
• 	Cooney,	Kathlyn	M.	2010.	Gender	transformation	in	death:	a	case	study	of	coffins	from	

Ramesside	period	Egypt.	Near	Eastern	Archaeology	73	(4),	224-237.	DOI:	
10.1086/NEA41103940.	

• Cooney,	Kathlyn	M.	2008.	The	problem	of	female	rebirth	in	New	Kingdom	Egypt:	the	
fragmentation	of	the	female	individual	in	her	funerary	equipment.	In	Graves-Brown,	
Carolyn	(ed.),	Sex	and	gender	in	ancient	Egypt:	'don	your	wig	for	a	joyful	hour',	1-25.	
Swansea:	Classical	Press	of	Wales.		

• Professor	Anne	Austin	
• Pyramid	Texts	and	execration	texts	
• “California	condors	almost	went	extinct.	Now,	scientists	say,	they	are	capable	of	

reproducing	without	males”	(Washington	Post)	
• “The	Contendings	of	Horus	and	Seth”	
• Richard	B.	Parkinson,	2008,	‘“Boasting	about	Hardness”:	Constructions	of	Middle	Kingdom	

Masculinity’.	In	C.	Graves-Brown	(ed.),	‘Don	Your	Wig	for	a	Happy	Hour’:	Sex	and	Gender	in	
Ancient	Egypt,	115–42.	Swansea:	Classical	Press	of	Wales.	

• Michael	Mann,	The	Sources	of	Social	Power	(1986)	
• More	on	Dorothy	Eady	“Omm	Sety”	
• Kara	Cooney,	When	Women	Ruled	the	World:	Six	Queens	of	Egypt	(2018)	
• Religious	texts	

o Coffin	texts	
o Heliopolitan	creation	myth	(Atum	creation	story)	

§ Ennead	
o Book	of	the	Earth,	Book	of	Caverns	
o Osiris	and	Isis	myth	

• Ann	Macy	Roth	–	gender	and	myth	Roth,	Ann	Macy	2020.	Gender	roles	in	ancient	Egypt.	In	
Snell,	Daniel	C.	(ed.),	A	companion	to	the	ancient	Near	East,	87-96.	Hoboken,	NJ:	John	
Wiley.	

• Roth,	Ann	Macy	2006.	The	representation	of	the	divine	in	ancient	Egypt.	In	Beckman,	Gary	
and	Theodore	J.	Lewis	(eds),	Text,	artifact,	and	image:	revealing	ancient	Israelite	
religion,	24-37.	Providence:	Brown	Judaic	Studies.	

• Greek	goddess	Persephone	

	
	
	
	
	

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex_and_gender_distinction
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330696711_Gender_Transformation_in_Death_A_Case_Study_of_Coffins_from_Ramesside_Period_Egypt
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http://www.anneeaustin.com/
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https://www.worldhistory.org/article/1053/spiritual-defense---execration-rituals-in-ancient/
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https://www.amazon.com/When-Women-Ruled-World-Queens/dp/142622088X/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=3OJH69XMUK5Y3&keywords=when+women+ruled+the+world&qid=1644810524&sprefix=when+women+ruled+the+world%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExSlVSRFI5UFVLV0hQJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMDk3OTMwMk5VTTEySjZLT1hUOSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMjU3OTY0TjlXU1VPUThMTU4zJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/1021/the-coffin-texts/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Egyptian_creation_myths
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https://oxfordre.com/classics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199381135.001.0001/acrefore-9780199381135-e-4880
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Follow	Kara	on	social	media:	
Facebook:	Kara	Cooney	–	Egyptologist		
https://www.facebook.com/karacooneyegyptologist	
Instagram:	@karacooney	
Twitter:	@karacooney	
YouTube:	https://youtu.be/TrS5Uo_SgtU	
Website:	https://karacooney.squarespace.com/podcast-afterlives	
	
Follow	Jordan	on	social	media:	
Twitter:	@JAGalczynski	
Website:	https://jagalczynski.squarespace.com	
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