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What	are	the	top	five	ways	to	start	a	bar	fight	with	an	Egyptologist?	In	this	episode,	Kara	and	Jordan	
dig	into	some	of	the	most	debated	topics	in	Egyptology	and	reveal	where	they	stand	in	each	debate.	
	

• The	Good	Kings:	Absolute	Power	in	Ancient	Egypt	and	the	Modern	World	(Kara	Cooney)	
o Daily	Bruin	article	about	The	Good	Kings		

• Bibliography	on	the	debate	of	how	the	Great	Pyramid	at	Giza	was	built,	including	works	by	
Jean-Pierre	Houdin	and	Mark	Lehner:	

o Arnold,	Dieter.	Building	in	Egypt:	Pharaonic	Stone	Masonry.	New	York:	Oxford	
University	Press,	1991.		

o Brier,	Bob.	“How	to	Build	a	Pyramid.”	Archaeology.	Vol.	60,	No.	3	(May/June	2007):	
22-27.	JSTOR.	Web.	17	Nov.	2015.		

o Brier,	Bob,	and	Jean-Pierre	Houdin.	The	Secret	of	the	Great	Pyramid.	New	York:	
HarperCollins	Publishers,	2008.		

o Brier,	Bob.	“Update:	Return	to	the	Great	Pyramid.”	Archaeology.	Vol.	62,	No.	4	
(July/August	2009).	27-29.	JSTOR.	Web.	17	Nov.	2015.		

o Klemm,	Dietrich	and	Rosemarie	Klemm.	The	Stones	Of	The	Pyramids:	Provenance	of	
the	Building	Stones	of	the	Old	Kingdom	Pyramids	of	Egypt.	New	York:	Walter	de	
Gruyter	GmbH	&	Co.	KG,	2010.		

o Lehner,	Mark.	The	Complete	Pyramids,	Thames	and	Hudson	(1997).	ISBN	0-500-
05084-8	

o Müller-Römer,	Frank.	“A	New	Consideration	of	the	Construction	Methods	of	the	
Ancient	Egyptian	Pyramids.”	Journal	of	the	American	Research	Center	in	Egypt.	Vol.	
44	(2008).	113-140.	JSTOR.	Web.	19	Nov.	2015.		

o Parry,	Dick.	Engineering	The	Pyramids.	Phoenix	Mill:	Sutton	Publishing,	2004.	
Petroski,	Henry.	“Engineering:	The	Pyramids	as	Inclined	Planes.”	Vol.	92,	No.	3	
(May/June	2004).	218-222.	JSTOR.	Web.	12	Dec.	2015.		

o Romer,	John.	The	Great	Pyramid.	New	York:	Cambridge	University	Press,	2007.		
o Smith,	Craig	B.	How	the	Great	Pyramid	Was	Built.	Washington:	Smithsonian	Books,	

2004.		
• Diodorus	Siculus	(proposed	the	idea	of	the	use	of	levers	and	pulleys	to	build	the	Great	

Pyramid)	
• On	the	discoveries	at	Wadi	el-Jarf:	“Records	of	the	Pyramid	Builders,”	World	Archaeology	

(March	24	2022)	
• Who	built	the	Great	Pyramid?	Many	of	the	sources	above	address	this	question.	

o Mark	Lehner’s	take	on	this	issue	is	summarized	in	this	old	Harvard	Magazine	article	
• The	Smithsonian	has	a	great	informational	article	on	“The	Egyptian	Pyramid”—if	you	scroll	

to	the	bottom,	there	are	links	to	cool	historical	images	of	pyramids	throughout	Egypt	
• Who	built	the	Sphinx?	The	traditional	Egyptological	take	is	that	it	was	Khafre.	Mark	

Lehner’s	Sphinx	Project	addresses	the	question	here.		
• “Uncovering	the	Secrets	of	the	Sphinx”	Smithsonian	Magazine	(featuring	Mark	Lehner’s	

perspective)	

https://www.amazon.com/Good-Kings-Absolute-Ancient-Modern/dp/1426221967
https://dailybruin.com/2022/02/07/ucla-professor-draws-modern-day-comparisons-to-ancient-egyptian-power-in-new-book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Pierre_Houdin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Lehner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-500-05084-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-500-05084-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diodorus_Siculus
https://www.world-archaeology.com/features/records-of-the-pyramid-builders/
https://www.world-archaeology.com/features/records-of-the-pyramid-builders/
https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2003/07/who-built-the-pyramids-html
https://www.si.edu/spotlight/ancient-egypt/pyramid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Sphinx_of_Giza
http://www.aeraweb.org/projects/sphinx/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/uncovering-secrets-of-the-sphinx-5053442/
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Robert	K.	G.	Temple	proposed	that	the	Sphinx	used	to	be	an	Anubis	
figure.	Robert	K.	G.	Temple,	The	Sphinx	Mystery:	The	Forgotten	Origins	of	
The	Sanctuary	of	Anubis	(Rochester,	Vermont:	Inner	Traditions,	

2009).	ISBN	978-1-59477-271-9 
• Kara’s	Discovery	series	Out	of	Egypt	is	available	on	Amazon	Prime	for	purchase	and	

is	streaming	on	Hulu	Premium. 
• Currently	the	Burji	Khalifa	in	Dubai	is	ranked	as	the	tallest	building	in	the	world. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Follow	Kara	on	social	media:	
Facebook:	Kara	Cooney	–	Egyptologist		
https://www.facebook.com/karacooneyegyptologist	
Instagram:	@karacooney	
Twitter:	@karacooney	
Substack:	https://afterlives.substack.com	
Website:	https://www.karacooneyegyptologist.com	
	
Follow	Jordan	on	social	media:	
Twitter:	@JAGalczynski	
Website:	https://jagalczynski.squarespace.com	
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