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Ryan Place, 

RPIA is excited to be in FULL FALL MODE at this point, and we’re 
looking forward to some fun events coming up as we are also 
preparing for the neighborhood’s grand finale, the 40th Annual 
Candlelight Christmas in Ryan Place (CCRP)!  It’s always one of my 
favorite weekends because it’s amazing to see our entire community 
come together to put on a spectacular showcase of historic homes 
and the Ryan Place neighborhood at large.  The tour is also full of 
fun experiences, music, and opportunities to connect and socialize 
with fellow neighbors. 

For those who have been around awhile, you know it takes a small 
army of volunteers to pull this off, so please plan to block off time 
during the weekend of December 7th and 8th to enjoy the tour and 
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to also volunteer.  The CCRP Committee has 
provided a helpful tour preparations checklist 
in this edition of the newsletter, so check it out 
and help be a part of making this year’s event a 
success!  Tour homes, tour weekend activities, 
ticket information, and volunteer opportunities 
will be available soon, so be on the lookout!

Halloween Night in Ryan Place
Halloween night will be on a Thursday this year, 
and for those with a few Ryan Place Halloweens 
under your belt, you know it gets a little scary 
(ha!).  For those of you who may be new to the 
neighborhood (and specifically new to Elizabeth 
Boulevard), start preparing now!  Halloween 
night in Ryan Place is fun, but the neighborhood 
is often flooded with trick or treaters from 
surrounding communities looking for treats and 
a good time.  And Ryan Place never disappoints!  
Although Halloween night is not an official 
neighborhood event, RPIA always tries to partner 
with the Fort Worth Police Department (FWPD) 
to create a safer trick-or-treating environment 
for our residents and guests.  Those precautions 
have come in many shapes and sizes throughout 
the years and have sometimes involved closing 
streets or portions of streets.

RPIA has been working with Councilwoman 
Beck’s office and the FWPD throughout the 
months of August and September on how we 
can create a safer environment.  We had an 
in-person meeting at the FWPD Substation 
on Hemphill on August 29th with FWPD and 
Councilwoman Beck’s office.  We had a follow-
up virtual meeting with FWPD, Fort Worth 
Emergency Services, Fort Worth Events, and 
Councilwoman Beck’s office on September 5th.  
And we had another follow-up in-person meeting 
with FWPD, Fort Worth Emergency Services, and 
Councilwoman Beck’s office on September 11th.  
These efforts culminated with FWPD presenting 
a safety plan that will include providing our area 

with (4) FWPD bike patrol officers and one FWPD 
supervisor from 5 PM to 11 PM on Halloween 
night.  No street closures will be provided.  
FWPD indicated that past street closures have 
created unsafe situations because it doesn’t 
eliminate congested traffic but simply shifts 
it to other locations where it can create more 
problems.

This will be a change from recent years, so let’s 
be vigilant and watch out for all our little ghouls 
and goblins.  The RPIA Director of Safety and 
I will have contact information for the FWPD 
personnel assigned to the area that evening, so 
please contact us if a situation arises where law 
enforcement should be involved.

Election Season
If you haven’t noticed, we are in a presidential 
election year, and this one is shaping up to be 
a doozy!  With that comes all the election year 
fun: robocalls, robotexts, television ads, political 
rallies, debates, fundraisers, and of course…. the 
yard signs!  Many Ryan Place residents choose to 
display yard signs prior to elections to support 
the candidate(s) of their choice.  Regardless of 
whether we agree with our neighbors’ political 
choices, let’s be respectful of everyone’s right 
to promote their candidates.  We’ve always 
enjoyed Ryan Place as a community that is 
tolerant and respectful of different points of 
view, so let’s please refrain from damaging or 
stealing our neighbors’ yards signs even if we’re 
not in agreement about the candidate they are 
supporting.

president's letter continued...
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Election day this year will be Tuesday, November 
5th.  Early voting will run from October 7th 
– November 1st.  The Southside Community 
Center at 959 East Rosedale will be an early 
voting location, and E.M. Daggett Elementary 
will be an election day voting location for Ryan 
Place residents.  Voting in elections is important, 
so please make a plan to vote!  Not only is 
it important to make your voice heard, but 
neighborhoods with strong voting records are 
also more likely to get access to their elected 
officials when needed.  

E.M. Daggett Elementary
The RPIA Board was honored to have a special 
guest, Principal Sara Brown from Daggett 
Elementary, join us for a portion of our monthly 
Board meeting on September 16th. Principal 
Brown shared news on the recent release of the 
STARR 2.0 test results, and the fact that our very 
own E.M. Daggett Elementary had the HIGHEST 
growth in FWISD (all levels) with a 28-point 
increase in their TEA rating overall score from 61 
to 89.3! 

FWISD highlighted in the Fort Worth Report, “one 
of the most inspiring stories comes from E.M. 
Daggett Elementary, which made an incredible 
leap from a D rating to a B, just one point away 
from an A, highlighting the school's remarkable 
turnaround.”  That’s an incredible achievement, 
and we want to congratulate Daggett leadership, 
teachers, students, and volunteers for all the 
hard work it took to get here. Many Ryan Place 
residents make valuable contributions to the 
Daggett community and RPIA has made a 
concerted effort in recent years to partner with 
and better support our local schools.  In that 
spirit, the Board approved a $500 donation to 
the E.M. Daggett PTA, which was presented 
to Principal Brown at the Board meeting. We 
regularly promote opportunities to support our 
neighborhood schools, so be on the lookout, and 
get involved!  In this edition, there are two ways 
to support EM Daggett Elementary that we hope 
you will consider!

Closing
In other updates, the City of Fort Worth is still 
reviewing the planned updates for Joan Kline 
Park.  The Nominations Committee has been hard 
at work reaching out to potential candidates to 
fill upcoming Board vacancies, and the Awards 
Committee will be convening soon to deliberate 
nominations for the inaugural Ryan Place Legends 
Award that will be presented at the General 
Neighborhood Meeting.  We also have volunteers 
assisting with the city’s tree planting program and 
a neighbor who is organizing an effort to provide 
Thanksgiving dinners to the local fire stations.

Several other events coming up include Halloween 
Movie Night in Ryan Place, the Fall New Neighbor 
Welcome Mixer, the General Neighborhood 
Meeting, and the can’t miss Ryan Place Christmas 
Party!  You’ll find more information on these efforts 
and events in this edition of the newsletter!

As you can see, we have a good mix of 
improvement efforts, volunteer efforts, fundraising 
efforts, and social events ahead over the next few 
months, and we hope you will join us for some or 
ALL!  Thanks to all our wonderful volunteers for 
making these opportunities possible, and I hope 
you enjoy this edition of the newsletter.

Chris Gee
RPIA President
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financial update

Fire Up Your Green Egg!
It’s Almost Turkey Time!
Thanksgiving is around the corner and a time for 
us to reflect on how many areas of our lives we 
should be thankful for each day. Ryan Place would 
like to provide a Thanksgiving meal to Fire Station 
8 on Rosedale and Fire Station 10 on Hemphill. 
We are so blessed to have these men and women 
serve our area and be ready at any moment to 
come to our aid. Lori Smith will be coordinating 
a meal for each station to be delivered on 
Thanksgiving. The meal will include turkey, 
dressing, baked mashed potato casserole, green 
bean casserole, sweet potatoes, rolls and gravy. 

If you would like to contribute please contact Lori 
at 404-217-1065 or lorimsmith@me.com. 
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Ryan Place Supports Neighborhood Schools!
Help us 
staret 

our 
Care 

Closet!

Please make a 
donation using 
the QR Code 

below:
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OCT.

Board 
Meeting
@ 7PM

Bulk Trash
(4th Monday)

Halloween
Movie Night

(2512 S. Adams)

Fort Worth 
Litter Stomp

Planned Events for 2024

Sat. October 5, 1221 Elizabeth Blvd.  
9:00 – 11:00 am
Fort Worth Litter Stomp
Monday, October 21 – 7:00 pm
Board Meeting 
Friday, October 25
Halloween Movie Night  
(2512 South Adams)
Thursday, October 31
Halloween Night 
Thursday, November 7 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Fall New Neighbor Event  
(2516 Ryan Place Drive) 
Thursday, November 18 – 7:00 pm  
General Meeting and Elections  
St. John's - Gregory Hall

Friday, December 6
Holiday Party  - 7:00 – 10:00 pm  
(Location TBD)
December 7-8
Candlelight Christmas Home Tour
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Halloween in Ryan Place is another example of how our neighbors have made this neighborhood a special 
community. When we talk to our friends who live in other Fort Worth neighborhoods about Halloween in Ryan 
Place they cannot believe what we say: 

“During the last 14 years on each Halloween evening we have 
averaged 448 Trick-or-Treaters.” 
They have a hard time understanding why we haven’t taken steps to stop children being brought into our 
neighborhood to ask for candy.  Why we haven’t moved the activity for just our residents to a parking lot 
away from Ryan Place.

The answer is easy. We know that we have a special place to live. We follow in the footsteps of prior 
community leaders: educators, doctors, entrepreneurs and many others who have given their time making 
our city and neighborhood a special place. I’ll will look forward to counting you and your friends on this year’s 
Halloween. Trick or Treat!

By: Christopher Ebert, Senior RPIA Columnist

More People That Make The Place
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Other Ways to Connect:

@ryanplacefortworth

facebook instagram email

Stay Connected with RPIA!

How to Subscribe:
Simply scan the QR code with your smartphone 
camera to join our SMS list. No apps needed! Just 
point your camera at the QR code and tap the link 
that pops up.

text “Join” & 
your email to 
(779) 319-3685

Get timely information &  
important announcements!
Our SMS updates will bring the news straight to your 
pocket!  Messages will include reminders about events, 
general meetings, and other neighborhood initiatives.  Our 
SMS service will filter the noise, bringing only the most vital 
information to you.
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Fall 2024 Re-Tree Initiative

SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING NOTES

Ryan Place & Fairmount are again partnering with the Fort Worth Forestry Section to provide free 
5-gallon saplings to interested households.  The trees are to be planted in the green space between 
the street and the sidewalk or in the front or side yard.  The sign-up deadline is Sunday, November 3rd.  
Pickup will be the weekend of Nov 15 in Fairmount. By signing up, you agree to plant your sapling(s) 
within two weeks of possession and water them deeply for two full years--once a week in the cooler 
months, twice a week in the warmer months.  Here are the tree options available this year:

Bur Oak **5' planting strip or wider

Cedar Elm

Chinquapin Oak

Chinese Pistache

Desert Willow

Lacey Oak

Live Oak

Red Oak

Note to Ryan Place residents:  George Baker and Jerry Lemunyon are offering to visit your residence 
and assist with proper tree selection and placement.  Reach out to George directly if you are interested 
in their assistance at gvbaker@yahoo.com. For other questions about the Fairmount / Ryan Place Tree 
Planting Program, please contact Brenda Pereda  at peredabj@gmail.com. Happy planting!

Scan M
e!

RPIA held the September board meeting on Monday, September 16 at 7:00 pm. The board 
heard from the Daggett Elementary School Principal, Sara Brown, who shared the great STARR 
test campus results of 89.3 B. President Gee presented a small donation from RPIA to Daggett 
Elementary. The board also heard from interim neighborhood Code Compliance Officer Carr and 
NPO Bell. The board learned that the City is planning to station 4 bike patrol officers near Elizabeth 
Blvd on Halloween night to assist with traffic control and pedestrian safety. The board learned that 
the Nominations Committee was making good progress on the 2025 RPIA board slate and that a 
Volunteer Guide was in development to address other neighborhood volunteer opportunities. The 
board was advised that the Candlelight Christmas tour preparations were making good progress. 
The board was also informed about several upcoming neighborhood events in October, including 
the City of Fort Worth litter stomp (October 5 at 1221 Elizabeth Blvd) and Halloween Movie Night 
on October 25. The Fall new neighbor event will be held on November 7.

By: Donna Darner
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40TH ANNIVERSARY 
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS 

IN RYAN PLACE 
TOUR READY 
CHECKLIST

Volunteer as a Docent
5 homeowners graciously turn over their homes 
to us for the weekend to help raise funds 
for important neighborhood initiatives that 
benefit the whole community.  They do this 
with the assurances that their homes will be in 
good hands for the weekend, which requires 
wonderful docents.  Being a docent requires 
no experience and is a great way to meet new 
neighbors.  House captains are assigned to each 
home and will tell you where to go and what to 
say.  You’ll have a great time, get a FREE TOUR 
TICKET, and an invitation to the Docent Mixer 
and the fabulous Wine Down.  The link the sign 
up can be found on the tour section of www.
ryanplacefortworth.com.

Decorate the Exterior of Your Home
You’ll find no Scrooges around here!  Ryan Place 
will be on full display during tour weekend 
with over 1,500 likely visitors from around Fort 
Worth and the metroplex walking through all 
parts of Ryan Place.  In an effort to spread tour 
spirit throughout, please consider tidying up 
around your home and getting any holiday 
decorations you can out on display by tour 
weekend.  For those of you interested in 
our beloved iron candlesticks, email Casey@
servicecompanyplumbing.com to place your 
order.

Place Candles in Your Windows
For the last 40 years, Ryan Place residents have 
celebrated tour weekend by placing candoliers, 
or battery powered candles with white light 
bulbs, in our windows.  Place as many as you’d 
like, but most residents try to have them in all 
the windows that face the street.  These can 
easily be purchased online through Amazon or 
in stores such as Home Depot or Target.  Visitors 
and Ryan Place residents alike will feel the 
warmth of the season and a sense of community 
from seeing our windows aglow!

Attend and Promote the Tour
This is the neighborhood’s largest fundraiser, 
and it supports the Ryan Place Improvement 
Association’s operating budget as well as 
special projects like the pavilion at Daggett 
Park.  Spread the word and share our 
social media posts among your friends and 
community!  The link to buy tickets can be 
found in the tour section of our website at www.
ryanplacefortworth.com. Tickets will also be on 
sale at Old Home Supply.  Early bird tickets are 
available for $25 until November 29 and will be 
$30 thereafter. 
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Halloween Movie 
Night in Ryan Place

SAVE THE DATE

Friday, October 25th @ 7:00 PM
Gee Residence - 2512 South Adams

Join us for a spooktacular time at Halloween Movie Night in Ryan Place!  When 
the sun goes down, we’ll enjoy a Halloween-themed family-friendly movie under 
the stars.  RPIA will provide the movie, and neighbors should bring their blankets 
and chairs.  We’ll have some treats and refreshments, but feel free to bring your 

own snacks and beverages to enjoy during the show.

Contact Sarah Rucker (srucker24@gmail.com) for any questions.
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Save The Date!
Fall New Neighbor

Welcome Mixer

RPIA Annual Meeting
& Board Elections

Ryan Place
Jingle & Mingle

Thursday, November 7 th
6:00 – 8:00 PM

Parham Residence
2516 Ryan Place Drive

Monday, November 18 th
7:00 p.m.

St. John’s - Gregory Hall

Friday, December 6 th
7:00 – 10:00 PM

Location TBD
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ryan place volunteer guide

Please contact Chris Gee at chriswgee@hotmail.com to express interest.
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ryan place volunteer guide
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2024 rpia board of directors

iMportant numbers

Fort Worth Police Dept.  
(non-emergency)  

817-392-4222

Officer Jennifer Bell  
817-944-1316 (cell) 

817-392-3619 (office)

Code Compliance  
Officer Lanning Mallin 

817-932-0479

Streetlight Outages 
817-392-8100

NPO  
Jenny Bell 

817-944-1316 

Code Blue/Central 
Division  

Coordinator, Alison 
Golden 

817-392-3973

Animal Control 
817-994-4208

Graffiti Abatement 
817-212-2700

Want more news or information, about present and 
pending Ryan Place matters? You can see approved 
minutes from RYAN PLACE board meetings on our 

website: ryanplacefortworth.com

About our Ryan Place Newsletter

Newsletter deadlines dates are usually the 
20th of the month - OR- the 3rd Friday of 
the month for both content and advertising 
inserts (or changes), with distribution intended 
for the first weekend of the following month.

The Newsletter is delivered each month 
(excluding January and July) to every home in 
Ryan Place. The newsletter is typically hung 
on your front door handle and is delivered 
through the volunteer efforts of Ryan Place 
residents. 

If you do not receive a newsletter, please 
contact any RPIA director for a copy.

The newsletter is also posted online at 
ryanplacefortworth.com.
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Brian Holland
Realtor with Fort Worth Focused

brian@fortworthfocused.com
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neighborhood contributions

Community Patron Level

Community Builder Level

Good Neighbor Level

2024 Neighbor Donor Recognition
As of 9/14/2024

(Donations above $200+)

(Donations $100-$199)

(Donations between $35 - $99)

JD Angle & Joel Burns
Tim & Kelly O'Connor

Aaron Ballard & Chris Nickelson
Frank & Tracy Papa

Tommy & Susan Drake
Randy & Lin Parham

Erik & Kathryn Hansen
Glenn & Patricia Polenz

Rich & Karly Johnston
Jennifer Glass Renta

Terry & Kali Kliethermes
Randy Sabbagh & John Shearer

Anne Kline
Jim & Kirsten Sluck
Jim & Kitty Loveless

Jason Stuart & Raquel Amparo

Cade & Jenni Lovelace
Spencer Tanke & Jill Matson

Dave & Laurie Mikitka
Gary & Terri West
Tom & Tory Moran

Steve & Diane Zemkoski

Brandon & Anissa Allen
Kendal Lake

Gary & Judy Antczak
Lou & Barbara Lucignani

George Baker
Charles & Jill Mansfield
Rick & Angela Bettinger

Joshua & Elizabeth Milstein
Susan Ayres & David Orr

David & Gwen Perez
Wayne & Donna Darner

Wojciech Poprawa
Thomas & Taylor Drake
Chris & Cathy Rogers

Danny & Kristi Easterly
Richard & Lori Smith

Joshua & Amy Gardner
Jane Torgerson

Chris & Alison Gee
Rick Tucker

Scott & Sarah Geer
David & Barbara Tumlin

Eric Gibbs
Bob & Mary Weathers

John Hardy & Ellen Warthoe
Michael Wilson

Kevin Arndt
Doug Baldwin & Susan Keller

Surya Barrow
Wendy Kessel
Barbara Bell

Jason & Rachel Manning
Larry & Sian Borne

Kelsey McGaw & Daniel Goss
Aimee Bozarth

Ryan & Jen O’Connell
Mark & Nina Burrows

Steven & Amy Sheppard
John & Kerry Coy

Aaron & Colleen Shutt

Barbara Forshey
J. Carter Tiernan

Ron & Debra Hughes
Michael Utt

Mary Kaszynski
Miguel & Marilyn Vivar
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rpia membership YOUR DOLLAR$ MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
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Ruth Story
Broker
Listing Specialist
817.992.9232
ruth@dfwstorygroup.com

Canyon Van Cleave
Realtor
Buyer Specialist
817.372.5099
canyon@ 
dfwstorygroup.com

Kati Van Cleave
Broker Associate
817.992.6817
kati@ 
dfwstorygroup.com

DFWStoryGroup.com

Selling homes in your neighborhood since 2001

     Find market reports, trending home designs and more on

                   Instagram! @ruthstoryrealestate

      To request a customized value for your home, scan the coffee cup to

      visit our website and click, “What’s My Home Worth”?

      Or call or text Ruth at 817-992-9232.

Story Group Real Estate
www.DFWStoryGroup.com

What is your home’s value 
in today’s market?


